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NEWS

As Springfield’s Rail Improvements Project 
enters its final two years of construction, one 
Springfield City Council member wants to 
know why the city is just now considering 
plans for the 19th Street corridor, while the 
Third Street rail consolidation is nearing 
completion.

With the anticipated transition of 
ownership of the Third Street corridor into 
the hands of the city when the tracks are 
decommissioned in late 2027, a visioning 
process was conducted to determine potential 
uses. In June, a proposal was unveiled for The 
Linc, a multiuse path connecting the Illinois 
State Fairgrounds on Springfield’s north 
side to Junction Circle on the city’s south 
side.  A variety of projects are embedded in 
the proposal, from fountains, mini-parks 
and playgrounds to nature corridors and the 
opportunity for additional housing.

However, at the Nov. 4 City Council 
meeting, Ward 2 Ald. Shawn Gregory balked 
at the idea of approving additional funding 
for the Third Street corridor before taking 
action to redevelop the 19th Street corridor. 
He said his main point of contention is the 
historic disinvestment of Springfield’s east 
side by the city.  

“Now we have money for everything else, 
except the 19th street tracks,” Gregory said at 
the council meeting. “We promise the east 
side something to quiet them down…”

Corporation counsel Greg Moredock told 
the council it would be “very likely we’re 

going to lose” $2.7 million in grant funds 
earmarked for the Third Street greenway if 
the council didn’t approve the city’s portion 
of the funding. The ordinance ultimately 
passed, with seven council members voting 
yes and Gregory voting present. Ward 3 Ald. 
Roy Williams and Ward 5 Ald. Lakeisha 
Purchase were absent. 

“It’s about continuing to hold up to what 
was promised to the community,” Gregory 
told Illinois Times. “Well before I got [elected 
to City Council] in 2019, we were told all 
three railroad tracks would be addressed. 
Leadership has only been focusing on the 
10th and Third Street tracks. I’m more at a 
point where I need to see action – money 
and community meetings. We’ve heard talk 
since 2012 on this. I’m not big on what this 
administration says. I’m more on action.”

Both the city’s chief engineer, Nate 
Bottom, and Mike Mendenhall, senior 
structural engineer for Hanson Professional 
Services, sought to reassure Gregory and the 
rest of the City Council that funding and 
follow-through for the 19th Street corridor 
would be addressed.  

“The city fully intends to do the 
feasibility study and really wants to make 
a commitment to improve the 19th Street 
corridor,” Mendenhall said.  

Gregory told IT that since then 
he has met with Hanson Professional 
Services, which has led Springfield’s Rail 
Improvements Project, and Bottom to discuss 

moving forward with a feasibility study for 
the 19th Street corridor.

Asked if he felt Gregory’s concerns were 
addressed in their recent meeting, Bottom 
said, “We need to get there. We have an 
opportunity to redevelop this corridor and to 
improve the quality of life for residents and 
businesses in the area… We are committed to 
doing the work.”

At the Jan. 13 committee of the 
whole meeting, the council discussed two 
ordinances pertaining to the 19th Street 
feasibility study. One is to enter into an 
agreement with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation that would allow access to 
$500,000 in grant funding, while the other 
ordinance would award the same amount to 
Hanson Professional Services to conduct the 
study.

Mendenhall told IT that a feasibility 
study for the 19th Street corridor was 
initially planned in 2012, when the Rail 
Improvements Project was finalized. At that 
point, rail traffic on the 19th Street corridor 
was at four trains per day, with an estimated 
increase to nine trains per day by 2030. 

However, rail traffic has since decreased to 
only two trains per day currently, with a 
further anticipated reduction when the power 
plant in Kincaid closes in late 2027.

The feasibility study will help determine 
whether the train corridor can remain viable 
or if it will be abandoned. If it were to remain 
viable, Bottom said that safety measures such 
as gates for pedestrians and vehicles may be 
installed, as well as the establishment of a 
quiet zone. However, Bottom said, “It’ll be 
tough to receive state or federal funding due 
to decreased traffic.”

If it is determined that the 19th Street 
corridor should be abandoned, a greenway 
such as the one currently projected for 
the Third Street corridor is possible. Both 
Mendenhall and Bottom noted this is 
why conducting the feasibility study is so 
important.

Bottom said there will be public meetings 
to allow residents to provide feedback. Those 
will most likely take place in May, with the 
goal of having the study finished by the fall.

“Public engagement is a part of this. 
We want to get the input of residents and 
businesses along the corridor,” Bottom said.

Mendenhall and Public Works director 
Dave Fuchs both addressed the council 
Jan. 13. Gregory asked them to outline the 
time frame for the study, along with plans 
for community meetings and stakeholder 
outreach.

Ward 10 Ald. Ralph Hanauer asked if 
an updated cost analysis would be included 
and inquired about possible grants, and 
Mendenhall said it would provide cost 
estimates for various scenarios.  

Gregory said he has a lot of respect for 
Hanson Professional Services’ leadership of 
the project, but is concerned about how long 
it may take to see improvements along the 
19th Street Rail corridor.

“This is a project that has been worked 
on for about 15 years or so, and now we’re 
at this point of doing another study,” he said 
at the council meeting. “There’s some doubt 
in our community… we just want to look at 
everything and make sure it’s not going to be 
another feasibility study that’s going to sit in 
a closet somewhere.”

Gregory told IT, “It’s an important topic 
for our community. We look forward to 
getting something done. We respect everyone 
that’s involved – we just want to see some 
action.” 

Alderman calls for action 
As work wraps up on Third Street corridor, 19th Street study is just beginning

RAIL CONSOLIDATION | Carey Smith

Editor’s note

Cairo, the small Illinois town (population 2,100) with a large legacy, is claiming its place at 
the confluence of rivers and history. It is a landmark on the state’s Freedom Trail, celebrating 
the “physical and spiritual pathways of freedom-seekers.” Don Patton, a lifelong resident of 
Cairo and president of the Cairo Historical Preservation Project, led a webinar tour to Cairo’s 
“Contraband Camp,” the site of former Union soldier barracks that housed thousands of former 
slaves during and after the Civil War. These refugees would board the Illinois Central railroad 
at Cairo on their way to points north. Most heartening about the presentation is that Cairo is 
embracing its legacy of diversity, civil rights and liberty. “People who live here now want to live 
here,” Patton said. The local history project drew a crowd of 100 proud citizens to the history 
project’s December dinner at the high school cafeteria. In this little town, freedom is something 
to celebrate. – Fletcher Farrar, editor 

The Cairo African American History Trail was the first of this year’s series of Freedom 
Conversations, free webinars sponsored by the Illinois Freedom Trails Commission. For 
information contact katewill@illinois.edu. 

Ward 2 Ald. Shawn Gregory says he wants to “see 
some action” regarding improvements to the 19th 
Street rail corridor after years of the city focusing on 
plans for the Third Street corridor. 
PHOTO BY ZACH ADAMS
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Prairie Eye Center Ltd., a Springfield-based 
eye-care provider that operates centers in 
several local communities, has filed for 
bankruptcy reorganization.

Prairie Eye listed assets of $5.3 million 
and liabilities of $10.6 million in its Chapter 
11 Bankruptcy, which it filed Dec. 29 in the 
Central District of Illinois bankruptcy court. 

The company operates the Prairie Eye 
and LASIK Center at 2020 W. Iles Ave. 
in Springfield as well as the Prairie Retina 
Center and Prairie Spa at 2800 Montaluma 
Drive. Prairie Eye also has eye care centers in 
Jacksonville, Hillsboro and Decatur. 

Dr. Sandra Yeh is Prairie Eye’s medical 
director and is listed in the filing as holding 
100% of the company’s stock. Yeh founded 
Prairie Eye in 2020, starting her own practice 
after the doctor she previously worked with 
retired, according to the company’s website. 
She did not respond to an interview request.

Chapter 11 bankruptcy allows companies 
to restructure their debts while continuing 
to operate. Prairie Eye previously filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy in February of 2025, 
but that filing was terminated in December 
after a trustee filed a dismissal motion in 
September, claiming the company had failed to 
provide proper reports and documents.

In 2023, Prairie Eye reported gross 
revenue of $14.96 million, according to 
the bankruptcy filing. That fell to $12.19 
million in 2024 and $11.48 million in 2025, 
for a 23% decline over the three years. The 
company is projecting gross income of $6.79 
million for the first six months of 2026 and 
total expenses of $6.62 million, for a projected 
net income of $175,300. 

The company listed more than 150 
creditors in its bankruptcy filing. The largest 
creditors are the Bankruptcy Estate of Prairie 
E&L Management, with a listed trustee in 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina; CuraScript of 
Lake Mary, Florida.; and Claris Vision LLC of 
North Dartmouth, Massachusetts. Both the 
Prairie E&L Management claim and the Claris 
Vision claim are listed as disputed claims.

Sumner Bourne of Peoria-based law firm 
Rafool & Bourne is representing Prairie Eye 
Center in the case. The case was assigned to 
Judge Mary Gorman. 

Prairie Eye 
Center files for 
bankruptcy
Chapter 11 allows companies 
to continue operations while 
restructuring debts
COURTS | Angela Mueller

NEWS

A $7.6 million court settlement stemming 
from a data breach that affected almost 
869,000 Hospital Sisters Health System 
patients will result in average payments of 
$40 to $50 for 80,000 people.

That estimate – representing patients 
who responded by mail to become part of 
the class-action settlement – came from 
Nickolas Hagman of the Chicago law firm 
of Cafferty Clobes Meriwether & Sprengel. 
He was representing current and past HSHS 
patients in the lawsuit.

The settlement was finalized Dec. 10 in 
an order from Sangamon County Circuit 
Court Judge Adam Giganti.

“This is a great settlement for the entire 
class,” Hagman told Giganti during a Dec. 4 
settlement hearing. 

Hagman wouldn’t comment outside 
court and hasn’t responded to requests for 
comment since then from Illinois Times.

It’s unknown how many people requested, 
and are in line to receive, payments of up to 
$5,000 for documented out-of-pocket losses 
between Aug. 16, 2023, and Nov. 14, 2025, 
related to the data breach.

It was expected that the majority of 
people receiving money would get it through 
the “one-time, pro rata” cash payments 
Hagman discussed and that were available 
without documentation of any specific 
losses.

The final order approved $2,500 awards 
for each of the named plaintiffs in the case: 
Teresa Bierman, Charles Bierman, Steven 
Durbin, Brittany Capers, Michelle Reichart, 
Sandra McCoy, Kim Wade, Nick Avery, 
Charles Bouvard, Richard Kuhlman and 
Matthew Layton on behalf of his three 
minor children.

The data breach was caused by a targeted 
cyber attack on the nonprofit health system’s 
computer network “by an unauthorized 
third-party threat actor,” according to court 
documents. The culprit hasn’t been publicly 
identified.

HSHS discovered the attack in mid- to 
late August 2023. The breach temporarily 
disabled HSHS’ clinical, administrative and 
communications systems.

With about $2.8 billion in annual 
revenues, HSHS is based in rural Sangamon 
County near Riverton and operates 
hospitals in Illinois and Wisconsin. Its 
flagship institution, HSHS St. John’s, is 

in Springfield. Other hospitals in central 
Illinois include HSHS St. Francis in 
Litchfield and HSHS St. Mary’s in Decatur.

Several lawsuits against HSHS resulted 
from the data breach, and those cases were 
consolidated in the class-action lawsuit in 
January 2025. 

Giganti denied an objection to the 
settlement that was filed by Springfield 
lawyer Matthew Cate, who represented a 
minor covered by the class. Cate said he 
wanted to see options set up for minors to 
be compensated in the future for potential 
damages that wouldn’t be incurred or 
discovered until they reached adulthood.

HSHS didn’t admit any wrongdoing 
or liability in the settlement. The system 
said through a spokesperson Jan. 13, “No 
evidence was found that any personal 
information or protected health information 
was misused in instances of fraud or identity 
theft as a result of this incident.”

The spokesperson added, “HSHS 
remains focused on providing the highest 
quality patient care.”

Attorney fees totaling $2.6 million, or 
35% of the total settlement, were approved 

for lawyers representing the various 
plaintiffs. Giganti’s order said the attorney 
fees were “appropriate and reasonable.”

Hagman said the overall 11% response 
rate to the court-authorized mailing giving 
patients the option to submit a claim for 
settlement proceeds was an “outstanding 
result” compared with the national average 
response rate of 3% in similar cases.

Hagman noted that the costs for stamps 
and paper to mail information to more than 
800,000 people cost $525,000.

People who received the mailing were 
offered two years of free services from CyEx 
Financial Shield, a comprehensive service 
that comes with credit monitoring and $1 
million in financial fraud insurance.

And under terms of the settlement 
agreement, HSHS “must attest to the 
implementation of additional data security 
measures put in place since the data 
incident.” 

Dean Olsen is a senior staff writer with 
Illinois Times. He can be reached at 
dolsen@illinoistimes.com, 217-679-7810 or 
www.x.DeanOlsenIT.

Court finalizes HSHS settlement
Class action suit will pay 80,000 patients whose data was compromised in 2023 cyber attack
COURTS | Dean Olsen 

HSHS St. John's Hospital is the flagship institution for Hospital Sisters Health System, has agreed to pay 
$7.6 million to settle a class-action lawsuit stemming from an unauthorized data breach related to a 2023 
cyber attack on the system's computer networks. PHOTO BY DILPREET RAJU
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Court case settled for AZ-T-CA owners
Charges dropped against Nicolas Paz, wife pleads guilty to sales tax evasion

COURTS | Scott Reeder

NEWS

The Springfield City Council approved a 
contract worth up to $25,000 for Scott 
Hanauer, brother of Ward 10 Ald. Ralph 
Hanauer, at its Jan. 6 meeting. It serves as an 
extension of a professional service agreement 
with the Office of Public Utilities that 
originally took effect in October 2024.

Scott Hanauer retired from City, Water 
Light and Power’s Energy Services Office in 
January 2022 after more than three decades 
with the city. In 2024, he began working for 
CWLP on a contract basis to provide solar 
customers and energy auditors with help on 
solar panel applications and installations, along 
with other technical assistance. The latest 
ordinance contracts Hanauer for an additional 
500 hours of work at $50 per hour, meaning 
the total value of his contract with the city 
since retiring is at $50,000.

Gregory Moredock, the city’s legal counsel, 
told Illinois Times that Ralph Hanauer 
voting present on the ordinance related to 
his brother’s contract falls in line with the 
general trend of how council members vote on 
ordinances that potentially present a conflict 
of interest. He also clarified that there are two 
kinds of conflicts of interest, common law and 
perceived.

“A contract directly with one of the 
alderpersons or the mayor,” Moredock said, 
“would involve a direct conflict of interest and 
any participation in that actually could be 
considered a crime, so that’s something that 
would be evaluated. We don’t have that here, 
or at least that’s not what was presented.”

Amber Sabin, CWLP’s communications 
director, told IT in an email that the Energy 
Services Office has undergone more turnover 
than expected in recent years, leading to the 
contract with Scott Hanauer, who “brings a lot 
of knowledge and experience to the office.

“This office has also taken on facilitating 
the permits for interconnection of private 
solar installations, and this is why we have a 
former employee on contract. This employee 
can also help with training staff and new hires 
as we’ve had a lot of turnover in this office in 
the auditor positions and also in the manager 
position,” she wrote.

Moredock explained the alternative voting 
options council members have when presented 
with issues that may appear to be a conflict 
of interest. For example, he said it is “pretty 
typical” for council members who work for 
state agencies to vote present when ordinances 
relate to relevant agencies.

“Then you have a recusal, which is a 
stronger form (of vote) where they’re indicating 
that they believe, or could believe, that they 
have a conflict of interest and for that reason 
they’re not going to participate at all,” he said. 

Ralph Hanauer told Illinois Times the 
ordinance was not a conflict of interest.

“We don't have a financial conflict of 
interest; I guess people could perceive it as 
not totally kosher,” Ralph Hanauer said, but 
“because I did not have a financial conflict of 
interest, I voted present.”

He noted that other council members have 
voted on ordinances that would benefit family 

members, such as the city providing funding 
for Juneteenth, Inc., which was founded by 
Shymeka Kerr-Gregory. She is related by 
marriage to Ward 2 Ald. Shawn Gregory. The 
city has also provided funding for One in a 
Million, a nonprofit run by Mike Williams, 
brother of Ward 3 Ald. Roy Williams. 

“We've had other aldermen voting on 
ordinances giving money to their brother's 
and sister's organizations, and I just don't 
think we should be voting on those,” Ralph 
Hanauer said. “But I don't think there's any 
improprieties from any aldermen on this 
stuff. I think people can look at anything 
and try to draw up conclusions that there's 
improprieties.” 

The City Council had several conflict-
of-interest situations last year, most recently 
with Ward 5 Ald. Lakeisha Purchase, who is a 
landlord, recusing herself from an ordinance 

that would have created a nonbinding public 
referendum as to whether Springfield should 
create a landlord registry. By recusing herself 
rather than voting “present,” the ordinance 
failed despite a 5-4 vote in favor of it. 

The City Council also enacted a new 
rule barring members from voting, or even 
discussing, tax increment financing requests 
for TIF districts where they own property. 
Purchase said she was surprised by Moredock’s 
advice, since she had previously voted on 
projects in the downtown and Enos Park TIF 
districts.  

And in January 2025, former Ward 1 Ald. 
Chuck Redpath voted for himself when the 
council appointed a new City Clerk and has 
since held the position, despite legal challenges. 
The vote for Redpath was 5-3, with two 
alderpersons voting “present.” While six votes 
are needed to make an appointment, the two 
present votes were added to the “yes” column. 
Both Purchase and Ward 6 Ald. Jennifer 
Notariano, who cast the present votes, later 
told Illinois Times they never intended for their 
votes to count toward Redpath’s appointment.

Moredock said he only gives strict advice 
when there is a common law conflict of 
interest, otherwise it is up to individual council 
members to vote at their own discretion.

“I have advised on conflicts of interest,” 
he said. “When it comes to an appearance of 
a conflict, that’s their decision. Clients can 
always ignore my advice, so the best I can do 
is give them advice, but I can’t be up there 
stopping somebody from voting.” 

City Council approves contract with alderman’s brother
CWLP utilizes former employee amid staffing shortage

CITY | Dilpreet Raju

Criminal charges have been dropped against 
Nicolas Paz, a Springfield restauranter who had 
been accused of defrauding the state of more 
than $100,000 in sales tax revenue. But his 
wife, Amanda Paz, has pleaded guilty to sales tax 
evasion. 

According to court records, Amanda Paz has 
already paid the state the money it was owed in 
taxes as part of her plea arrangement. She will 
be required to serve 60 hours of community 
service during the next 18 months and will be on 
probation for two years. 

The operators of the popular Springfield 
restaurant AZ-T-CA Mexican Grill, 2753 
Chatham Road, were charged in 2022 by 
Attorney General Kwame Raoul. The state alleged 
the restaurant had underreported more than $1 
million in sales from January 2015 to October 
2019, despite collecting sales tax on all sales.

Initial charges against the pair included theft 
of government funds over $100,000, a Class X 
felony, and sales tax evasion, a Class 1 felony. 
If found guilty of those charges, the defendants 
could have been sentenced to six to 30 years in 

prison. 
“Since we became aware of our mistakes, 

we fixed it,” Nicolas Paz told Illinois Times Jan. 
13. “You know, we understood that we made 
an error, we addressed the error, and now we’re 
focusing to make it better so it doesn’t happen 
again.”

The case was prosecuted by the Illinois 
Appellate Prosecutor’s Office. Nicolas Paz was 
represented by Jason Vincent of Giffin, Winning, 
Cohen & Bodewes P.C. while Amanda Paz was 
represented by Mark Wykoff of Wykoff Law 

Office. 
Nicolas Paz declined to discuss his wife’s 

guilty plea or how charges came to be dropped 
against him.

“This was a negotiation between we and the 
state. I say ‘we’ as a business, ‘we’ as a family, ‘we’ 
as a business together … decisions (were) based 
off what is best for us,” he said. “What mattered 
to us was to make it right, to pay for restitution 
to continue to serve our community (that) we 
have been serving for the past 19 years. And 
obviously, to keep our family together.”

Scott Hanauer PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK
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NO TO SANGAMON COUNTY DATA CENTER
I just want to add my voice to the chorus of 
citizens who have already spoken out against 
allowing a data center in our community 
(“Data center debates,” Dec. 10). AI is an 
environmental toxin that rich people want to 
take over working-class jobs. We should not 
let them. 

We also should not let AI do the thinking 
for us. If you have ceded your ability to think 
through a problem to AI, you are part of the 
problem.
Mike Gascoigne
Springfield

GREAT OPPORTUNITY
I'm proud to serve as president of the Central 
Illinois Building and Construction Trades 
Council and as business manager of Plumbers, 
Steamfitters, and HVACR Techs Local 137. 
In those roles, I represent more than 10,000 
working families throughout Springfield, 
Sangamon County and the surrounding 
communities. Sangamon County is where I've 

built a life, so the future of this community is 
personal to me.

The CyrusOne data center is a real 
opportunity for our area. This project would 
bring nearly $500 million in investment 
to Sangamon County, create hundreds of 
good-paying construction jobs and provide 
permanent, full-time careers for local workers. 
It would also generate long-term tax revenue 
to support our schools, fire departments, 
emergency services, libraries and other 
essential community needs.

CyrusOne has committed to a project 
labor agreement with CIBCTC, ensuring the 
facility will be built by skilled local workers 
earning fair wages, strong benefits and 
working under the highest safety standards. 
These are the same tradespeople who built 
the data centers for the Mid Illinois Medical 
District, AT&T and Horace Mann – 
employers our community already depends 
on.

The people who will build and staff this 
facility are your neighbors. They shop locally, 
coach your kid's soccer team, attend church 
and raise their families right here. This project 
is about investing in people and in the future 
of Sangamon County, and I urge our leaders 
to move it forward.
Aaron Gurnsey
president, CIBCTC

GREAT EXPERIENCE
This is a huge amount of experience compared 
to Sean Prichard, who had none, nor a degree 
(“Springfield gets a city planner, again,” Dec. 
11). Personally, I’m glad they brought in 
someone with a fresh perspective who has 
lived and worked in much larger cities.
Samantha K. Allen
Via illinositimes.com

WELCOME TO SPRINGFIELD
I am pleased Suraksha Bhandari has the 
credentials to qualify her for the position. 
Welcome!
Anne Logue
Via Facebook.com/illinoistimes

NOT SIMILAR
Having lived in Springfield most of my adult 
life, working downtown for over a decade and 
now living in Bloomington-Normal for the 
past four years, there really is no comparison 
between the two (“From planning to 
implementation,” Dec. 18).

Uptown Normal is really just a few blocks 
long and there is plenty of parking up and 
down the streets, along the side streets and 
on the back side of the main strip, most all 
of which is free. The main strip on Normal 
is really only used for accessing downtown 
shops. If you are just passing through, you 
have several better options of routes and roads 
to take to get you through the area. 

The students shopping and dining in 
Uptown Normal can and do easily walk there 
since Watterson Towers are a block away; 
there is a solid stream of income throughout 

the school year that does not impact parking. 
When the students are gone, it is much 
quieter and even easier to park and do 
anything. 

It’s much safer. We’ve been letting our 
15-year-old hang out with friends for an 
afternoon in Uptown Normal for a while now 
with no reservations. I would never have done 
that in downtown Springfield. 

Uptown Normal is a slow, small strip of 
shops whereas downtown Springfield is several 
blocks wide in both directions with idiot 
drivers and shops spread out all over. I loved 
working in downtown Springfield, but there 
is really no comparison in the two locations. 
There are more similarities between downtown 
Bloomington and Springfield than Springfield 
and Uptown Normal.
Troy Freeman
Via Facebook.com/Illinoistimes

LETTERS
We welcome letters. Please include your full name, 
address and telephone number. We edit all letters. Send 
them to editor@illinoistimes.com.

OPINION

Warning

Having a baby is a genetic lottery.
A couple of my kids have 
inherited a gene from myself and
one from their father resulting in a
genetic disease. They caught it in 
time but found others on the internet
who hadn’t. How many folks in the 
past have contacted strange maladies
for no apparent reason. Better check
your 23 and me!

2026 Jacqueline Jackson

SHOP LOCAL  Support local businesses

Bradd Hout, director of location and strategy for CyrusOne, addresses the Sangamon County Board during a 
public forum Dec. 3 at the BOS Center regarding the company’s plans to build the first data center in Sangamon 
County. PHOTO BY ZACH ADAMS
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OPINION

SAFE-T Act questions persist 
POLITICS | Rich Miller

Gov. JB Pritzker set off a chain reaction last 
November when he told reporters he’d be 
open to changes in the SAFE-T Act, which 
eliminated cash bail and replaced it with a 
new pre-trial release/retention system, among 
other things.

Pritzker was asked about the case of 
a woman, Bethany MaGee, who was 
horrifically set ablaze while riding on a 
Chicago commuter train. 

No direct link between the crime and 
the SAFE-T Act actually existed, but the 
news media pounced on Pritzker’s statement 
that he’d be open to changes, and several 
downstate county sheriffs and others jumped 
up with their own suggestions (although it 
seemed like at least some were mostly upset 
about the loss of revenues from cash bail).

A Pritzker official told me back then that 
state laws are tweaked all the time, and the 
governor was merely saying that if legislators 
wanted to make some tweaks, he’d be open to 
it as well.

Before we go forward, it’s probably also 
important to note that while the news media 
(particularly television news) and some major 
“influencers” on social media tend to put 
crime front and center, a recent poll showed 
that fewer than 8 percent of Illinoisans put 
crime at the top of their list of the most 
important issues facing the state.

The results are from a Jan. 3-5, 2026 
Emerson College poll of 1,000 likely Illinois 
primary voters. The statewide poll was 
commissioned by Chicago’s WGN TV.

“What do you think is the most 
important issue facing Illinois?” respondents 
were asked. 

Just 7.6 percent identified “crime” as the 
most important issue. 

That’s lower than “Immigration” at 
10.4 percent; “threats to democracy” at 
12.7 percent; “health care” at 12.9 percent; 
and “economy (jobs, inflation, taxes)” at a 
whopping 40.4 percent.

That doesn’t mean crime isn’t important, 
of course. It is without a doubt. You cannot 
have a functioning society with high crime 
rates (which, by the way, have been falling 
fast). 

But the poll does help show how the 
yearslong and constant drumbeat of crime 
stories, tweets, Facebook posts and YouTube 
videos pales in comparison to what voters are 
saying what they really want to talk about: 
Their personal economic well-being (add 
health care and housing affordability to that 
economy category and the number rises to 59 
percent).

But I digress.
Regardless of all that, the SAFE-T Act 

questions keep coming. 
About a month ago, new Cook County 

Chief Judge Charles Beach formed a 
committee to look at some of the problems 
with the county’s electronic monitoring 
program for detainees. The court system runs 
that program, which used to be operated 
by the county sheriff. But there have been 
numerous problems reported, including 
officials not fully knowing what is going on 
with the electronically monitored population, 
and that has led to some tragic outcomes, 
like the one on that CTA train, which helped 
prompt the new committee’s formation.

The SAFE-T Act included a provision 
granting those on EM part of two days a 
week for “essential movement” – things like 
doctor’s appointments and job training which 
many judges had been denying before. Cook 
County Sheriff Tom Dart has claimed those 
folks are not tracked during those two days, 
but the Cook County Public Defender says 
that’s not traced to the SAFE-T Act, which 

doesn’t explicitly require eliminating tracking. 
The change ball moved forward a bit more 

last week when Illinois House Speaker Chris 
Welch was asked at a Chicago City Club 
luncheon what sort of changes he’d like to see 
in the SAFE-T Act.

Speaker Welch said that the legislature 
should “always try to find ways to do better.” 

Then he pointed at Beach, saying he 
wants to wait and see what’s in Beach’s report, 
which is scheduled for release toward the end 
of January. 

“I think we should give him an 
opportunity to come to us and make some 
recommendations to us,” Welch said.

Perhaps more importantly, Welch also said 
his House Democratic Public Safety Working 
Group should, “probably listen to some 
other folks from across the state and get their 
input.” Working groups meet in private and 
are invite-only. 

Welch strongly defended the state law 
throughout his comments, insisting that the 
SAFE-T Act “is working” and that judges 
and police officers “will tell you that the bad 



January 15-21, 2026  |  Illinois Times  |  9

FEATURE

Half a century ago, Peter Jensen launched 
Project Censored, in part as a response to 
how the Watergate break-in was covered. 
Richard Nixon didn’t censor the initial 
reporting, but he didn’t have to. The press 
simply didn’t cover it with any serious 
scrutiny until well after Nixon was elected. 
The story didn’t reach the American people 
when it mattered most, before they went to 
the polls in November 1972. 

Reflecting this, Jensen saw censorship 
as working differently in a democracy 
than in a dictatorship. He defined it as 
“the suppression of information, whether 
purposeful or not, by any method – 
including bias, omission, under-reporting, 
or self-censorship – that prevents the public 
from fully knowing what is happening in 
society.”

That happened with Watergate, though 
the truth belatedly came out. And an echo of 
the same sort of thing happened just as I was 
writing this half a century later. Six members 
of Congress who had served in the military 
or the CIA released a video accurately 
informing those serving, as they had, that 
they have the right – and in some cases the 
duty – to refuse unlawful or unconstitutional 
orders. President Donald Trump responded 
on social media by falsely claiming 
their video message was “SEDITIOUS 
BEHAVIOR, punishable by DEATH,” but 
the New York Times relegated the story to 
page 16, with a headline that didn’t mention 
Trump’s call for their execution. 

This was only a faint echo of what 
happened with Watergate, especially given 
the Times’ diminished gate-keeping role. 
But those echoes are everywhere around us, 
every day. That same dynamic of suppression 
of information by under-reporting and 
self-censorship is constantly at play, with 
the same consequence of preventing the 
public from fully knowing what’s happening 
in society – particularly in time to do 
something about it.

Project Censored has been bringing these 
omissions to light, and while each story 
highlights a particular omission, they are 
often complex and interrelated to each other. 
There’s a perfect example in this year’s top 
censored story: “ICE solicits social media 
surveillance contracts.” Government spying 
on, suppressing and even criminalizing its 
critics goes back at least to World War I as a 
systematic endeavor, but new elements have 
intertwined with it over time. 

It’s also an example of systemic abusive 
policing, which shows up again in stories 
seven and eight, targeting the homeless for 
private profit in the first story, and killing 
four people a day in the second one, mostly 
in response to 911 calls, the majority of 
which involved a non-violent offense, or no 
offense at all. Racial targeting is also involved 
in this story (with Black people and Native 
Americans far more likely to be killed), as 
well as in stories number three and four, 

regarding systemic exploitation of Native 
Americans and targeting of pro-Palestinian 
activists, respectively.

Stories four through six involve tech 
surveillance in different ways, not just 
targeting activists but also systematically 
blocking data privacy protections for 
everyone, and using surveillance technology 
to harm workers and disrupt unionization 
at Amazon and Walmart, the largest private 
employers in America.

In turn, the class exploitation and 
oppression involved in this last example 
appears in two others as well, No. seven, 
about private companies reaping over 
$100 million to sweep homeless camps 
in California (doing nothing to solve the 
problem), and No. 10 about the extreme 
under-representation of working-class 
Americans in state legislatures – a censored 
story about censored voices that fittingly 
rounds out the list.

This is the deeper point of Project 
Censored’s list: That it’s not just about this 
or that suppressed and under-reported story, 
it’s about a whole different way of seeing 
the world if that systemic censoring were 
stripped away. 

1. ICE solicits social media 
surveillance contracts 
In February 2025, Techdirt’s Tim Cushing 
reported on Sam Biddle’s Intercept 
investigation into a new ICE bid solicitation 
seeking private contractors to “monitor and 
locate ‘negative’ social media discussion” 
about the agency. The request, also covered 
by the Independent, appeared as the agency 
prepared for a more aggressive role under the 
returning Trump administration. ICE’s plan, 
Biddle wrote, could pull “people who simply 
criticize ICE online” into its surveillance 
dragnet.

Biddle noted the solicitation was “nearly 
identical” to a 2020 request that resulted in 
a $5.5 million contract with Barbaricum, a 
Washington-based defense and intelligence 
firm. But the new version, arriving amid 
ramped-up enforcement rhetoric, signaled a 
broader threat. Cushing observed that ICE 
justified the program by citing increased 
risks, yet provided no evidence.

The scope of potential targets is massive. 
Social media criticisms of ICE number in the 
millions, but contractors would be required 
to assess users’ “proclivity for violence” 
using “social and behavioral sciences” and 

Project Censored 2025
Annual list of buried stories celebrates 50 years 

MEDIA | Paul Rosenberg
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“psychological profiles.” After scraping 
personal details – Social Security numbers, 
addresses, affiliations – contractors would 
deliver ICE dossiers containing photos, 
partial legal names, birth dates, education 
or work ties and identified family members. 
The request also sought facial recognition 
tools capable of scanning the internet for 
additional information tied to a subject.

Although framed as a safety measure 
for ICE employees, Cushing wrote that the 
document “makes it clear ICE is looking 
for tech that allows it to monitor people 
simply because they don’t like ICE.” The 
First Amendment implications, he added, 
are unmistakable: the government should 
not monitor social media users to quantify 
criticism, especially when it conflates 
negativity with threats.

While Forbes and the New York Times 
have addressed ICE’s tech investments 
targeting immigrants, no corporate outlet 
has covered this planned monitoring of ICE 
critics.

2. Water scarcity threatens 27 
million U.S. residents
Nearly 30 million people in the U.S. live 
in areas with limited water supplies, Carey 
Gillam reported for The New Lede in January 
2025. The finding comes from a first-of-its-
kind U.S. Geological Survey study assessing 
national water availability from 2010 to 
2020, including quality concerns. With 
climate change worsening droughts, floods 
and contamination, the crisis is expected to 
deepen. Project Censored also highlighted 
two ongoing threats: saltwater intrusion and 
PFAS “forever chemicals,” linked to cancers, 
liver disease and birth defects.

USGS Director David Applegate warned 
of “increasing challenges to this vital 
resource,” noting that socially vulnerable 
communities face the greatest risks. Gillam 
reported widespread pollution in waterways 
across the Midwest and High Plains tied 
largely to industrial agriculture runoff. 
USGS found “substantial areas” of major 
aquifers – supplying one-third of public 
drinking water – contaminated with arsenic, 
radionuclides, manganese and nitrates. Low-
income, minority and rural, well-dependent 
communities face disproportionate exposure.

Globally, the situation mirrors U.S. 

trends. A joint U.S./UN assessment, Drought 
Hotspots Around the World 2023–2025, 
described current conditions as “a slow-
moving global catastrophe,” with 48 U.S. 
states experiencing drought in 2024 - the 
highest number on record. Meanwhile, 
The Guardian reported that the Trump 
administration ordered the closure of 
25 federal water-monitoring centers, 
undermining the nation’s ability to track 
shortages.

Although major outlets like the New 
York Times and The Washington Post cover 
droughts, Project Censored noted they 
typically frame the issue as an economic 
threat to agriculture, not a direct danger to 
human life. As of July 2025, Newsweek was 
the only U.S. corporate outlet to report on 
the USGS water-availability study.

3. Indigenous communities 
underfunded and exploited 
A series of 2024–25 investigations by 
ProPublica, High Country News and 
Grist revealed how federal and state 
governments continue to underfund and 
exploit Indigenous communities. Matt 
Krupnick (ProPublica) documented the 
chronic underfunding of tribal colleges, 
institutions created in the 1970s to serve 
Native students harmed by generations of 
violence, dispossession and cultural erasure. 
Although Congress set funding at $8,000 per 
tribal student in 1978, adjusted annually for 
inflation, the government has never met its 
obligation. Since 2010, per-student funding 
ranged from $5,235 to just under $8,700 – 
far below the roughly $40,000 it would be 
if federal commitments had been honored – 
totaling a $250 million shortfall. Under the 
Trump administration, conditions worsened 
as at least $7 million in USDA grants for 
tribal colleges were suspended.

Meanwhile, a joint High Country News/
Grist investigation showed how states profit 
from “trust lands” located inside reservations. 
These lands, often seized during the 1887 
Dawes Act Allotment Era, generate millions 
through grazing, logging, mining, and 
oil and gas production – funding state 
universities, prisons, hospitals and schools. 
Earlier reporting traced this system to the 
1862 Morrill Act, which granted nearly 11 
million acres taken from nearly 250 tribes to 

states to build land-grant universities.
The new investigation mapped 1.6 

million acres of state-managed trust lands 
within 83 reservations across 10 states, 
revealing how state control undermines tribal 
sovereignty and jurisdiction. In some cases, 
tribes must lease back what was once their 
own land, paying the state for agricultural 
or grazing use. One notable exception is the 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes in 
Montana, who secured the return of nearly 
30,000 acres through a 2020 water-rights 
settlement.

Corporate media coverage of these 
injustices remained minimal, limited mostly 
to stories about Trump-era layoffs that failed 
to address the deeper, long-term history of 
governmental neglect.

4. Meta undertakes “sweeping 
crackdown” of posts at Israel’s 
request
Since Oct. 7, 2023, Meta has executed a 
massive censorship campaign on Facebook 
and Instagram, removing or suppressing 
posts critical of Israel or supportive of 
Palestinians, Drop Site News reported in April 
2025. The report called it “the largest mass 
censorship operation in modern history,” 
based on internal Meta data provided by 
whistleblowers and confirmed by multiple 
sources inside the company.

Meta reportedly complied with 94% 
of takedown requests from Israel – the 
single largest originator of content removals 
worldwide – affecting an estimated 38.8 
million posts. While most requests were 
classified under “terrorism” or “violence and 
incitement,” the complaints all used identical 
language regardless of the content, linking 
to an average of 15 posts each without 
describing the posts themselves.

The campaign disproportionately targets 
users from Arab and Muslim-majority 
nations but has a global reach, affecting posts 
in over 60 countries. Drop Site News warned 
that Meta’s AI moderation tools are being 
trained on these takedowns, potentially 
embedding this censorship into future 
automated content decisions.

Project Censored noted that the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations condemned 
Meta’s actions, stating, “Meta must stop 
censoring criticism of the Israeli government 

under the guise of combating antisemitism, 
and Meta must stop training artificial 
intelligence tools to do so.” The report also 
cited the Committee to Protect Journalists’ 
findings that Israel controls coverage of its 
military operations.

Although independent outlets such 
as ZNetwork and Jewish Voice for Labour 
republished the Drop Site News report, no 
major U.S. newspapers or broadcast outlets 
had covered the story as of July 2025. 

5. Big Tech undermines data 
privacy protections
Big Tech companies are actively attempting 
to undermine consumer data privacy laws, 
using tactics reminiscent of Big Tobacco in 
the 1990s, Project Censored reports. Jake 
Snow documented this in Tech Policy Press 
and the ACLU of Northern California in 
October 2024.

Snow outlined a three-step strategy. Step 
one: “Respond to a PR crisis with a flood of 
deceptive bills.” Just as tobacco promoted 
“smoking sections” to weaken bans, Big Tech 
floods Congress with industry-backed laws 
that replace meaningful privacy protections 
with weak alternatives. Snow cites a 2021 
Virginia law drafted by an Amazon lobbyist 
as “just what Big Tech wants.”

Step two: Complain about the 
“patchwork” of state laws, portraying diverse 
regulations as chaotic or unworkable. 
Tobacco did this in the 1990s; today, tech 
lobbyists repeat it, even creating websites 
like United for Privacy: Ending the Privacy 
Patchwork.

Step three: Use federal preemption to 
erase state laws and block stronger local 
legislation. While federal law could set a 
floor – like the federal minimum wage – Big 
Tech pushes it as a ceiling, limiting grassroots 
influence. Snow notes that states and cities 
historically drive real change. Once state 
legislatures are sealed off, communities with 
limited access to Congress lose power.

These tactics are not hypothetical. The 
House version of Trump’s “Big Beautiful 
Bill” included a provision shielding tech 
companies from state lawsuits for a decade 
over negligence, privacy violations or AI 
misuse. Though removed by the Senate, 
similar efforts are expected.

Project Censored noted that while outlets 
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like the New York Times and Time have 
reported aspects of Big Tech lobbying, no 
corporate coverage has fully captured the 
scale, coordination or historical parallels 
Snow identified – leaving much of the 
strategy’s impact unexamined.

6. Using surveillance technology 
against employees
Walmart and Amazon are the two largest 
retailers in America, with a combined 
workforce of over 2.7 million workers (not 
counting Amazon drivers). Their lives have 
been made more miserable by the use of 
surveillance technology, as documented in 
an April 2024 report from Oxfam America, 
At Work and Under Watch. The report finds 
that “regimes of measurement, surveillance, 
discipline and data collection deployed by 
both companies unduly punish workers, 
stifle worker voice and have negative impacts 
on worker health, safety and well-being,” as 
Alex Press reported for Jacobin.

“In 2018, Walmart patented surveillance 
technology designed for management to 
eavesdrop on workers, track customer 
interactions and oversee all employee 
movements,” Project Censored noted. 
“Amazon uses similar tracking methods, 
including a rating system that scores worker 
productivity, providing real-time feedback on 
individual workers’ speed and efficiency.”

Oxfam’s report drew on quantitative data 
from worker surveys at both companies, as 
well as qualitative research interviews.

“One might argue that unionizing could 
help workers resist surveillance,” Project 
Censored noted, but Amazon defeated a 
unionization effort in North Carolina in 
February 2025. However, “union organizers 
believe the vote was the result of Amazon’s 
nonstop intimidation of its employees,” and 
an academic study of an earlier organizing 
effort in Bessemer, Alabama, backs them 
up, as reported by The American Prospect in 
March 2025.

“The company manipulated workplace 
devices to send workers anti-union messages 
and to ask questions that employees say 
were intended to assess their support for 
the union,” Project Censored summarized. 
“Amazon also monitored the social media 
activity of its employees – including 

Facebook groups, many of which were 
private, and subreddits – to investigate posts 
that contained complaints from warehouse 
workers or plans for strikes and protests.”

“Amazon is not just tweaking pre-existing 
AI systems to make unionization harder to 
achieve for workers, but actually converting 
and weaponizing sprawling systems into 
new tools for quashing dissent,” the Prospect 
concluded.

Aside from some coverage of these issues 
by independent and specialist news outlets, 
Project Censored noted, “there has been zero 
corporate media coverage of Amazon and 
Walmart’s surveillance and mistreatment of 
warehouse employees or of Oxfam’s report.”

7. Private companies paid $100 
million to sweep homeless camps 
Criminalizing homelessness doesn’t solve the 
problem, but it does make some folks a lot 
of money.

“In total, private firms have been paid 
at least $100 million to clear homeless 
camps (in California), an investigation by 
the Guardian and Type Investigations has 
found,” Brian Barth wrote for the Guardian 
on April 16, 2024. But that was a serious 
undercount, he hastened to add. “The 14 
municipalities and public agencies from 
which spending details could be obtained 
represent a small slice of such spending in 
the state.”

Still, the wastefulness was still obvious. 
“It can cost millions to clear a single 
camp. Marinship, a Bay Area construction 
company, received $3.4 million to dismantle 
an unhoused community with about 200 
residents,” Barth wrote. In Silicon Valley, 
Santa Clara signed a three-and-a-half-
year, $1 million contract “despite having 
documented only 264 unsheltered residents 
at the time.”

And it costs cities even more. “The police 
presence at one sweep in Los Angeles cost an 
estimated $2 million,” he noted.

As for what good it does, the answer 
is it doesn’t reduce homelessness, but it 
does cause serious harm. “A 2024 RAND 
study found that policy change – such as 
encampment sweeps and camping bans – in 
three Los Angeles neighborhoods temporarily 
reduced visible homelessness, but within 
months the unsheltered populations rose 

slightly in two of the communities and 
doubled in the third,” Robbie Sequeira 
reported for Stateline in January 2025.

In 2024, the Supreme Court ruled that 
punishing homeless people for sleeping 
outside doesn’t count as cruel or unusual 
punishment, which allowed police sweeps 
to confiscate any property belonging to 
people sleeping on the streets. Since then, 
“roughly 150 cities in 32 states have passed 
or strengthened such ordinances,” Sequeira 
reported, with another 40 in the works at the 
time. 

Homelessness is a worsening problem 
in Europe as well, the Guardian reported 
in September 2024, but Denmark and 
Finland are reducing it with a housing 
first policy, which shifts focus away from 
managing homelessness in the shelter system 
to solving it by providing housing. Finland 
started first, and has only a quarter of the 
number of homeless families it had in the 
early 2000s, and less than half the number 
of homeless individuals, with only a small 
fraction of those “unsheltered,” or sleeping 
on the streets. So there are policies that work 
– they’re just not considered or reported 
on here. Instead, we have a massive new 
punitive industry dedicated to destroying 
lives already in peril.

“While the national corporate media have 
not shied away from covering the nationwide 
displacement of homeless people, there has 
been virtually no coverage of companies 
profiteering from the homeless crisis in 
California or other states since Brian Barth’s 
investigation,” Project Censored noted.

8. Often deadly abuses of police 
authority
U.S. police killed an average of nearly four 
people each day in 2024, disproportionately 
Black and Indigenous. Police killed more 
people in 2024 than in any year since 2013, 
when data collection began, and nearly two 
thirds were in response to 911 calls, the 
majority of which involved a non-violent 
offense, or no offense at all. These were some 
of the topline results of analysis by Mapping 
Police Violence reported by Sharon Zhang in 
a February 2025 Truthout article.

“Police killed at least 1,365 people in 
2024,” and “Black people in the U.S. were 
2.9 times more likely than white people to be 

killed by police,” Zhang wrote. They “were 
more likely than white people to be killed 
when unarmed or not posing a threat. The 
disproportion was even greater for American 
Indians and Alaska Natives (3.1 times) and 
for Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 
(7.6 times) compared to white people.” An 
earlier report covering 1,260 instances found 
that officers were only charged with crimes 
in nine cases.

Zhang noted that these figures line up 
with reporting from the Washington Post that 
2024 was the deadliest year on record for 
police violence, with 10,429 people killed 
by police in the last decade. However, the 
Post was discontinuing its tracking. “The 
change comes as the publication’s billionaire 
owner, Jeff Bezos, has exerted an increasingly 
right-wing influence on the paper,” Zhang 
observed. This came at the same time that 
Trump shut down a federal database tracking 
misconduct by federal law enforcement 
officers, which had only been in existence 
since December 2023.

“Mapping Police Violence was created 
by Samuel Sinyangwe, who is also the 
founder of Campaign Zero, an organization 
that advocates for a society not reliant 
on policing,” Project Censored noted. 
Its findings have been neglected by the 
establishment press, with two exceptions: 
one USA Today story in February 2025, 
using its data “for a report on demographic 
and geographic patterns in police killings 
in the United States,” and a May 2025 
New York Times story reporting that “police 
killings keep rising, not falling,” since the 
murder of George Floyd in 2020, touching 
off the Black Lives Matter protests, the 
largest civil rights protests in US history.

9. Antarctic ice sheets 
approaching tipping point
Rising ocean temperature could lead to a 
tipping point in the melting of Antarctic 
ice sheets, potentially triggering “runaway 
melting,” according to a June 2024 article 
published in the journal Nature Geoscience, 
and supported by two other recent studies. 

Robert Hunzikera in CounterPunch 
and Matthew Rozsa in Salon each reported 
on this research. “Scientists have debated 
whether a ‘tipping point’ exists for this ice 
sheet, or a moment when the effects of this 
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melting would be suddenly both irreversible 
and catastrophic,” according to Rozsa. “A 
new study raises the bet on sea level rise, 
maybe by a lot,” Hunzikera summed up.

As Rozsa explained in Salon, “When 
warm water moves under a grounding line, 
the ice melts at an accelerated pace and 
could pass a threshold where the body’s 
ultimate collapse is inevitable. While this 
process occurs, sea levels will rise at a 
much faster rate than currently predicted, 
resulting in millions of people from coastal 
communities being displaced over the 
upcoming decades and centuries.”

Rozsa also cited a May 2024 study in 
the journal PNAS, which predicted that 
“Antarctica’s so-called ‘Doomsday Glacier’ 
is nearing collapse, as revealed by high-
resolution satellite radar data that shows 
Thwaites [Glacier] is being flooded with 
warm sea water,” he explained. It’s “known 
as the ‘Doomsday Glacier’ because it could 
greatly contribute to sea level rise if it 
collapses,” he wrote in an earlier story. “And 
new evidence suggests that’s exactly what’s 
happening.”

“To date, U.S. corporate media 
have not covered these recent findings, 
especially Bradley and Hewitt’s model of 
grounding-zone melting of ice sheets,” 
Project Censored reported. “Independent 
outlets, including Salon and CounterPunch, 
have provided more substantial coverage 
of this study. Jessica Corbett of Common 
Dreams reported in February 2024 on the 
study that found evidence of rapid ice loss 
in the past, which CNN, the science news 
magazine Eos, and the environmental news 
site Earth.com also covered.”

10. Working class severely 
underrepresented in state 
legislatures
People considered “working class” make up 
half the country’s labor force, but only 1.6% 
of state lawmakers, according to the 2024 
results of a biennial study. That’s 116 of the 
nearly 7,400 state legislators, down from 
1.8% in 2022. This seriously distorts the 
legislative process, both in terms of issues 
considered and solutions proposed, as noted 
in a March 15, 2024, Stateline article by 
Robbie Sequeira. “The only person that’s 
going to advocate for working-class people 

is a working-class person,” said freshman 
Idaho state Rep. Nate Roberts, a lifelong 
electrician.

“Government works best when all types 
of personal experience are at the legislative 
table,” said Minnesota state Rep. Kaela Berg, 
a flight attendant who ran for office while 
living in a friend’s basement. “I knew that I 
was uniquely able to speak on issues that my 
other colleagues never experienced.”

The study by political scientists Nicholas 
Carnes and Eric Hansen defined “working 
class” as “those who have currently or 
last worked in manual labor, the service 
industry, clerical or labor union jobs,” 
representing 2% of Democrats and 1% of 
Republicans. Ten states have “no working-
class state lawmakers.”

“Low salaries for working-class jobs are 
one reason why members of the working 
class rarely run for office,” Project Censored 
noted. Amanda Litman, co-founder of Run 
for Something, which recruits candidates for 
down-ballot races, also cited a lack of access 
to money from family or partners, as well as 
gatekeepers who typically recruit candidates 
based on their independent money-raising 
ability.

Making things worse, only five states 
allow public financing options for state 
legislative candidates.

In contrast, Project Censored notes the 
over-representation of wealth in our politics: 
the majority of the members of the 116th 
Congress were millionaires, with the 10 
richest having estimated fortunes in excess 
of $30 million.

There’s a new move to change things, 
Project Censored noted: the formation 
of a political action committee called the 
Working Class Heroes Fund, aimed at 
organizing working-class voters and funding 
working-class candidates “across party lines 
to give the working class a seat at the table.” 
It was started by Dan Osborn, a pipe-fitter 
and union leader, who ran a surprisingly 
strong race for a U.S. Senate seat in 
Nebraska as an independent in 2024.

While there’s been no national corporate 
news coverage of the study on the class 
background of state legislators, there 
has been occasional mention in opinion 
pieces in both the New York Times and the 
Washington Post. 

Paul Rosenberg is the senior editor for 
Random Length News, a California-based 
independent newspaper. It was founded in 
1979, just four years after Illinois Times 
got its start, and both publications are 
longstanding members of the Association 
of Alternative Newsmedia. This article is 
copyrighted by Random Lengths News, a 
division of Beacon Light Press, 2025. The 
book is available at projectcensored.com. 
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One-pot rice dinners
FOOD I Ashley Meyer

FOOD

Ready in under an hour, inexpensive and 
pantry friendly, these one-pot rice dinners are 
infinitely riffable and a dependable workhorse 
in our weekly meal rotation. With variations 
found around the globe, this preparation 
easily absorbs a range of flavors from punchy 
tomatoes and fresh dill to homey flavors of the 
Midwest.

While the recipe is immensely flexible, its 
success hinges on a key ratio of two parts rice 
to three parts liquid as well as properly cooked 
protein. After preparing a quick pilaf on the 
stovetop, the pot spends just 25 minutes 
steaming in a piping hot oven, so whatever 
proteins or veggies that are added need to 
be in the appropriate size or state to cook in 
that time. Boneless chicken thighs or thin 
pork chops are a good choice, as opposed to 
bone-in thighs or drumsticks which would 
be undercooked. Likewise, some delicate 
ingredients that would be overcooked in 25 
minutes need to be added in the last few 
minutes that the pot is in the oven, such as 
baby spinach. Fillets of fresh fish can either 
be added to the pot in the last 10 minutes of 
cooking, or they can go in completely frozen 
and cook for the full 25 minutes, a useful 
feature when there’s nothing thawed for 
dinner. For vegetarians and vegans, the task is 
easy. Simply swap out the chicken or fish for 
a can or two of rinsed beans or cubed tofu or 
tempeh.

Mushroom-smothered pork chops 
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons olive oil or bacon fat
4 pork shoulder steaks, cut in half 
½ teaspoon seasoning of choice (I use Riley’s) 
1 ½ pounds sliced mushrooms
1 teaspoon chopped fresh rosemary or thyme
1 teaspoon salt, divided 
½ cup sherry or white wine, optional 
1 onion, chopped 
2 stalks celery, chopped 
1 carrot, chopped 
1 ½ cups basmati rice 
2 ½ cups boiling chicken stock 
Chopped parsley, to serve 

Preheat the oven to 450 degrees. Heat the 
oil or fat in a Dutch oven over medium-high 
heat. Season the pork chops and brown them 
on both sides, then transfer to a plate. Add the 
mushrooms, rosemary and 1/2 of the salt and 
sauté until their released liquid has cooked 
away, then add the sherry if using and sauté 
until almost fully evaporated. Transfer the 
cooked mushrooms to a bowl and set aside. 
Add the remaining chopped vegetables and 

the remaining salt to the pot and sauté until 
fragrant, then add the rice and stir to coat. 
Pour in the boiling stock and then top with 
the browned pork chops along with any of 
their juices. Smother the pork chops with the 
mushrooms then place the lid on the pot and 
bake for 25 min. Remove from the oven and 
let rest 10 minutes before serving.

Dilled salmon with burst cherry 
tomatoes 
Ingredients:
For the salmon and rice: 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 medium onion, minced 
4-5 cloves of garlic, minced 
1 teaspoon salt, divided, plus more as needed
½ cup dry white wine 
1 ½ pounds cherry tomatoes 
1 ½ cups basmati rice
Freshly ground black pepper and red pepper 
flakes, to taste 
2 tablespoons each chopped fresh parsley, dill 

and green onion
2 ½ cups boiling water or stock 
4 frozen boneless salmon fillets (6 ounces 
each), do not thaw
Half a lemon, thinly sliced

For the cucumber-yogurt sauce: 
⅔ cup plain Greek-style yogurt 
¼ cup minced cucumber 
1 clove garlic, minced 
2 tablespoons each minced dill, parsley and 
green onion 
Salt and black pepper to taste 

Preheat the oven to 450 degrees.
Heat the oil in a large Dutch oven over 
medium-high heat. Add the onion and ½ 
teaspoon of the salt and sauté until the onion 
is fragrant and just beginning to soften, then 
add the garlic and sauté for another minute. 
Add the white wine and sauté until the liquid 
has almost entirely evaporated, then stir in the 
remaining ½ teaspoon salt, cherry tomatoes, 

rice, chopped herbs and black and red pepper 
to taste. Pour the boiling water over the rice 
mixture. Sprinkle the frozen salmon fillets 
with salt before arranging them on top of the 
rice mixture, then place thin slices of lemon 
on top of the salmon pieces. Place the lid on 
the pot then transfer to the preheated oven 
and bake for 25 minutes. 

While the rice bakes in the oven, combine 
the yogurt sauce ingredients in a small bowl 
and season to taste with salt and pepper, then 
set aside until ready to serve. 

After 25 minutes, remove the pot from 
the oven and let it rest with the lid on for 10 
minutes. Serve warm, with the yogurt sauce 
on the side. 

Curried chicken and coconut rice
Ingredients:
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 teaspoon salt, divided, plus more as needed 
1 ½ pounds boneless, skinless chicken thighs 
(cut the thighs in half if they’re large) 
1 teaspoon cumin seeds
1 cup minced shallots or onion 
2 tablespoons minced garlic 
2 tablespoons minced ginger
1 red bell pepper, chopped 
1 teaspoon curry powder 
¼ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
¼ cup golden raisins, optional
1 ½ cups basmati rice 
1 13.5-ounce can coconut milk 
¾ cup water or stock 
Chopped cilantro and toasted sliced almonds, 
to serve 

Sprinkle the chicken thighs with salt and set 
aside while the oven preheats to 450 degrees. 
Heat the oil in a heavy-bottomed Dutch oven 
over medium-high heat. Brown the chicken 
on both sides, working in batches if necessary.
Transfer the browned chicken to a plate. Add 
the cumin seeds to the remaining oil in the 
pot and cook until the seeds just begin to 
sizzle, then add the onion or shallots and ½ 
teaspoon of the salt and sauté until fragrant 
and softened, about two minutes. Add the 
garlic, ginger, bell pepper, curry powder and 
black pepper and sauté for another minute or 
two until fragrant. Add the raisins, if using, 
along with the rice, coconut milk, water or 
stock and remaining ½ teaspoon of salt and 
bring to a boil. Arrange the browned chicken 
thighs over the top of the rice and pour in any 
juices that accumulated. 

Ashley Meyer is a chef, freelance writer and mom 
of two based in Springfield.
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Music in mid-January  
NOW PLAYING | Tom Irwin

As the new year rolls along our community 
keeps up a steady flow of live music 
performances from all directions, and that’s 
the way it ought to be. We often consider 
right after the holiday season a slower time 
for entertainment possibilities, but I think 
you’ll agree with me when you see that no 
such thing is a-happening around town. Now 
let’s go gallivanting through the tulips to find 
what’s there.

I prefer to take a moment here at this 
juncture, specifically the start of a new year, 
to encourage folks to go visit open mics 
and jams. Sometimes pictured as the place 
where those who can’t get a gig go, believe 
me, you’ll find on a given night, talent from 
all levels of the spectrum performing before 
your very eyes and ears. Generally, musicians 
gather at the same weekly spot or flit from 
one to another, all while forming alliances 
that often becomes bands or friendships 
that lead to collaborations, and that’s good 
stuff for our growing, thriving music scene. 
There’s a thrill in seeing someone or some 
band start out at an open mic and develop 
into a full-fledged, functioning act playing 
in regular venues. So take a moment to stop 
by one of the many open mics, stages or jams 
posted in our listings and give a listen to the 
burgeoning brouhaha. And by all means, 
take the time to dust off that instrument, 
learn a song and come join the music-
makers. It’s quite fun and a great way to 
make friends while hanging out at a local bar 
unlocking the mysteries of making music. 

Moving on, we again have a nice 
assortment of acoustic acts and rocking 
bands making the rounds into the realm 
of weekend nights at the bars. Most places 
that consistently book do both Friday 
and Saturday nights so let’s try something 
different and look at the venues rather than 
separate nights. 

 I see the Curve Inn, definitely a longtime 
live music leader, hosting Deja Voodoo on 
Friday and Sushi Roll on Saturday, while 
Harvest Market Farmhouse Brews brings 
in Joel Honey followed by Elvis Himselvis. 
Sound Decision, the duo of Carl Bopp 
and Ed Smith, do double duty both nights 
at Lime Street Cafe as Boone’s gives us 
John Drake on Friday and Living Bratz on 
Saturday while the Butternut Hut delivers 
the goods with Birds of a Feather then drops 
the original sounds of Pimpin Henry. 

Of the one-night weekend haunts, 
Saturday is still the leader with Lick Crick, 
one of our top area draws for years, showing 
up at Motorhead’s Motordome, as Last Call 
Blues Band drifts into DH Brown’s and 
touring act Reverend Peyton’s Big Damn 
Band with guest Square of the Roots pop 
into Danenberger Family Vineyards. 

 Nearby Jacksonville, always a beacon 
of live music, comes up with Damned 
Torpedoes at Twisted Tree Music Hall, 
Satellite at Kuhl Tyme Korner, Jason Michael 
Launer at the Elks Club and Scarlet’s Darling 
with Short Notice and The Complaint Line 
showing up at Pizza Records, all on this 
Saturday night. 

Sunday comes calling with a long list 
including Johnnie Owens buttering up It’s 
All About Wine, young Griffin Fenoglio 
waltzing into Buckhart Tavern and Casey 
Cantrall and friends getting down at Trails 
End in Curran, while B Douglas and the 
Travelers for Peace host a blues jam (here ya 
go) at Sky Lounge as Al and Kathy Kitchen 
take the evening shift at Mother Road Diner. 

 And don’t forget the Illinois Central 
Blues Club-sponsored Blue Mondays at 
The Alamo continuing year after year with 
this week’s attraction, the local legends 
SmoothTimes.

 Now, off we go. 

SmoothTimes take a turn at The Alamo for this week's Blue Monday session.
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Thursday
Jan 15
Karaoke Night with DJ Nattie 
Beats
Benderz, Auburn, 8pm

Jackpot Karaoke with Debbie 
Cakes
Curve Inn, 7-11pm

Open mic with  
Bob the Brewer
Decatur Brew Works, Decatur, 
6:30-10pm

Karaoke
Goodfellas Pub, 8pm 8pm

Karaoke
Lock, Stock and Barrel, Decatur, 
9pm-12am.

Angel Brown’s Smooth N’ Blue 
Duo
Mother Road Diner, Route 66 Hotel 
& Conference Center, 6-9pm

Open mic with Silas Tockey
Spirited Republic/Limerick Brewing 
Company, Lincoln, 7-10pm

Kortney and friends open mic
The Blue Grouch, 7-11pm

Karaoke
The Tipsy Toad, 8pm-12am

Friday
Jan 16

TULO + EADS
48 Inn Sports Bar & Grill,  
Decatur, 8-11pm

John Drake
Boone’s, 5:30-8:31pm

Birds of a Feather
Butternut Hut, 8-11pm

Deja Voodoo
Curve Inn, 7-10pm

Pocket Change
Decatur Brew Works, Decatur, 
7-9pm

Karaoke
Foxhole Pub N Grub, Lincoln, 
8pm-12am

Karaoke with Jeremy from 
Starlight Jams Karaoke
The Grainery, Pleasant Plains, 
7-11pm.

Joel Honey
Harvest Market Farmhouse 
Brews, 6-9pm

Carl Bopp and Ed Smith - 
Sound Decision
Lime Street Cafe, 7-10pm

Karaoke
The Lumpia House,  
5-11pm

Karaoke
Pickles Package and Pub, 
Pawnee, 9pm-2am

Samba Llamas
Pease’s at BUNN Gourmet,  
6-8pm

Hipbone and The Joints
Pier 55 Lounge, 8-11pm

Doublewide
Rocco’s, Decatur, 8-11pm

Karaoke Night
The Hangout, Palmer, 8-11pm

Hippies of the Heartland
The Winery, Decatur,  
8-11pm

Saturday
Jan 17
Double H Karaoke
American Legion Post 32, 
7-11pm

Living Bratz
Boone’s, 6-9pm

Midwest Revival
Buckhart Tavern, Rochester, 
8-11pm

Grand Theft Audio
Bunkers Bar, Illiopolis, 7pm

Pimpin’ Henry
Butternut Hut, 7-10pm

MKDZ
Cafe Amulet, Petersburg,  
3-6pm

The Surreal Deal
Camouflage Bar, VFW Post 99, 
Decatur, 7:30-10:30pm

Sushi Roll
Curve Inn, 7pm

Rich Hogan
Da Burg Bar & Grill, Warrensburg, 
2-5pm

The Reverend Peyton’s Big 
Damn Band
Danenberger Family Vineyards, 
New Berlin, 8:30pm

Last Call Blues Band
DH Brown’s, 7-10pm

Jim Hollis
Golden Fox Brewing, Decatur, 
7-10pm

Karaoke
Goodfellas Pub, 8pm

Elvis Himselvis
Harvest Market Farmhouse 
Brews, 6-9pm

Sista and The Misters
The Hideout, Mason City, 8pm 

Jason Michael Launer
Jacksonville Elks Club Lodge 
#682, Jacksonville, 8pm

Satellite
Kuhl Tyme Korner, Jacksonville, 
9pm-12am

Hunter Kivlehan
LargeCar Lounge, Lincoln, 7-10pm

Carl Bopp and Ed Smith - 
Sound Decision
Lime Street Cafe, 7-10pm

Capt. Quirk
Lincoln Square Theater, Decatur, 
7pm

Joel Honey
Locals Bar, Pawnee, 8-11pm

Larry Watson
Mother Road Diner, Route 66 Hotel 
& Conference Center, 6-9pm

Renegade Karaoke
Northern Lights Lounge, 8:30pm-
12:30am

Taylor June
Patriots Pub, Waverly, 8pm

Scarlet’s Darling with Short 
Notice and The Complaint Line
Pizza Records, Jacksonville, 
7-10pm

Karaoke by JCB Entertainment
The Range Bourbon & Brew, 
Chatham, 8pm-12am

Lick Creek
Route 66 MotorHeads Bar & 
Grill, Museum & Entertainment 
Complex, 8pm

Karaoke
Silver Sevens Gaming Pub & 
Parlor, 8pm-12am

Nodal Nim
Stella Coffee & Tea, 10am-
12:30pm

Karaoke
The Next Stop Saloon, Mount 
Pulaski, 8pm-12am

Robert Sampson
Trails End Saloon, Curran, 3-6pm

Damned Torpedoes
Twisted Tree Music & Event Hall, 
Jacksonville, 7pm

Broken Stone
Y-Zoe’s Bar, Taylorville,  
8-11pm

Sunday
Jan 18
Griffin Fenoglio
Buckhart Tavern, Rochester, 
3-6pm

Marble Teeth
Decatur Brew Works, Decatur, 
12pm

John Wahl
Hill Prairie Winery, Oakford, 1-4pm

Johnnie Owens
It’s All About Wine, 3-6pm

Al and Kathy Kitchen
Mother Road Diner, Route 66 
Hotel & Conference Center, 
5-8pm

Dave Weld
Pop’s Place, Decatur, 3-6pm

Open blues jam featuring 
 B Douglas and  
The Travelers for Peace
Sky Lounge, 5-8pm

Casey Cantrall and friends
Trails End Saloon, Curran, 3pm

Monday
Jan 19
SmoothTimes
The Alamo, 7pm

Al and Kathy Kitchen
Fulgenzi’s Pizza and Pasta, 
6-9pm

Tuesday
Jan 20
Karaoke Night hosted by Alan 
Livengood
Fluid Lounge, 7pm

Allan Harris
Fulgenzi’s Pizza and Pasta, 
6-9pm

Open jam
George Rank’s, 7-10pm

Karaoke
Oogie and JJ’s Bar, Glenarm, 
7-10pm

Karaoke with Suzi
The Rusty Rail Pub, Lincoln,  
8pm-12am

Wednesday
Jan 21
Open mic with Joel Honey and 
Silas Tockey
Boone’s, 7-10pm

Karaoke
Clique, 9pm-1am

Karaoke with Debbie Cakes
The Filling Station, Rochester, 
7-11pm

Robert Sampson
Fulgenzi’s Pizza and Pasta, 
6-9pm

Al Kitchen and  
Tricia Giacomini
Mother Road Diner, Route 66 
Hotel & Conference Center, 
6-9pm

Not Petty
Obed & Isaac’s The Cidery, 
6-8pm

3rd Wednesday Open Mic
Trails End Saloon, Curran, 
7-10pm

Live music within 40 miles of 
Springfield. Dates, times and locations 
are subject to change, so we suggest 
calling before attending an event.
 
Attention bands, bars and musicians: 
submit your shows and photos online 
at www.illinoistimes.com  or by 
email calendar@illinoistimes.com.
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 Special Music Events

Crown Jewels
Fri., Jan. 16, 7:30pm. Jacobsen 
Woollen, resident conductor, 
will lead the Chamber Orchestra 
in this show featuring works 
by Chen Yi Shuo, Stravinsky 
and Mozart. $14.70-$34.70. 
Springfield First United 
Methodist Church, 2941 S. Koke 
Mill Road, 217-206-6160.

Satisfaction
Fri., Jan. 16, 7pm. The 
international Rolling Stones 
tribute show. $24.15-$57.80. 
Lincoln Square Theater, 
Decatur, 141 N. Main St., 217-
454-4583.

 Books & Authors

Book Discussion
Sat., Jan. 17, 10am-12pm. 
Participants will discuss Kristin 
Kobes Du Mez’ book, Jesus 
and John Wayne, How white 
Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith 
and Fractured a Nation. Lincoln 
Library, 326 S. Seventh St., 
217-753-4900.

Still Booked Sale
Sat., Jan. 17, 10am-3pm. Browse 
thousands of books in a wide 
range of categories including adult 
and children’s titles. Shoppers will 
also find audiobooks, CDs, DVDs 
and library-branded merchandise. 
Cash, credit and debit cards 
accepted. Early access at 9am for 
LLA members and educators. Free 
admission. Lincoln Library, 326 S. 
Seventh St., 217-753-4900.

Blind Date With a Book
Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
and Saturdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 14. Get 
ready to be surprised as the 
genre and the first line of the first 
chapter will be the only clues 
participants will receive before 
purchasing. Adult and young adult 
books available. SAA members 
$12, nonmembers $15. www.
springfieldart.org. Springfield Art 
Association, 700 N. Fourth St., 
217-523-2631.

 Theater & Comedy

Something’s Afoot
Fri., Jan. 16, 7:30pm, Sat., Jan. 

17, 7:30pm and Sun., Jan. 18, 
3pm. In this musical comedy, 
which takes a poke at Agatha 
Christie mysteries, 10 people 
are stranded in an isolated 
English country house during a 
thunderstorm. One by one, they’re 
picked off. As the bodies pile up, 
the survivors race to uncover the 
identity and motivation of the 
culprit. Presented by Springfield 
Theatre Center and directed by 
Laurie McCoy. $20-$22. Hoogland 
Center for the Arts Peggy Ryder 
Theatre, 420 S. Sixth St., 217-
523-2787.

Unpredictable Comedy Night 
with Amber Klear
Fri., Jan. 16, 8 p.m. Known as the 
co-host of "Let’s Talk" on STL 
TV, Amber Klear brings her brand 
of comedy to Illiopolis. $10-$15. 
Bunkers Bar, 220 Old Route 36, 
Illiopolis, 217-486-5100.

 Auditions

Circle Mirror Transformation 
auditions
Tue., Jan. 20, 6 & 7 p.m. and 
Wed., Jan. 21, 6 & 7 p.m. Open 

Jane Austen Wrecked 
My Life

Sun., Jan. 18, 1-3, 4-6 p.m. 
and Tue., Jan. 20, 7-9 p.m.

AMC Classic Springfield 12,
3141 Mercantile Drive

217-523-2631

FILM I Molly Schlich International Film Series returns
This popular film series, in its 34th year, features eight 
award-winning international and independent films 

from around the world. Once again it is presented by the 
Springfield Art Association in support of the Michael 
Victory II Art Library and the SAA’s creative program. The 
series is named after Molly Schlich, a local woman 
“dedicated to sharing the bounty and wisdom of films from 
all over the world.” Schlich passed away in 2021. This year’s 
lead-off film is a French romantic comedy about a 
desperately single bookseller who, lost in a fantasy world, 
must pursue her dreams of becoming a writer to improve 
her love life. Rated R. Adults $10, students $5.
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auditions and crew interviews 
for this play by Annie Baker. 
Crew interviews at 6pm and 
auditions at 7pm each day. Park 
in Lot B West. www.uis.edu/
theatre/auditions. Performing Arts 
Building Room 170 acting studio,  
One University Plaza, University of 
Illinois Springfield.

 Dance

Adult Aerial Silks Short Term 
Class
Thu., Jan. 15, 7-7:45pm. This 
three-week beginner series is 
a fun, supportive introduction 
to aerial silks for adults. Learn 
basic climbs, wraps, foot locks 
and poses while building 
strength and confidence. No 
experience required. Ages 18 
and older. $60 for full three-week 
session. Springfield Dance, 5531 
International Pkwy., 217-483-
3623.

Old Time Community Barn 
Dance by Capital City Contra
Sat., Jan. 17, 7pm. Enjoy 
contra and square dances to 
live music on the fiddle and 
banjo performed by some of 
Springfield’s finest old-time 
musicians in this family-friendly 
event. No experience necessary. 
All dances will be taught and 
called. No partner needed. Free 
will donation of $5-10. First 
Presbyterian Church, 321 S. 
Seventh St., 217-528-4311.

 Art & Architecture

“the neophobic kingdom” 
at LLCC’s Trutter Museum & 
Murray Gallery
Through Feb. 13, 8am-4pm. See 
the “the neophobic kingdom” 
exhibit featuring artwork by 
sculptor Thad Duhigg through 
Feb 13 at the Trutter Museum 
& Murray Gallery, located on 
the upper level of Menard Hall. 
A closing reception will be from 
5:30 to 7:30pm Thursday, Feb. 
12. Duhigg’s work explores the 
intersection of tradition and 
contemporary anxiety. Free. 
Lincoln Land Community College, 
5250 Shepherd Road, 217-786-
2200.

 History

Sangamon County Historical 
Society Program
Tue., Jan. 20, 5:30-7pm. Rich 
Saal, a storytelling visual 
journalist, will present Soil & 
Soul: Farming in the Sangamon 
River Valley. The documentary 
film tells the history of local 
agriculture through the recalled 
experiences of 10 farmers who 
have spent their lives farming 

in the area. sancohis.org. Free. 
Lincoln Library, 326 S. Seventh 
St., 217-525-1961.

 Faith & Philosophy

Great Vespers of St. Anthony 
the Great, his eminence 
Metropolitan Nathanael 
presiding
Fri., Jan. 16, 6-8pm. His 
eminence, Metropolitan Nathanael 
of Chicago, will celebrate the 
Feast of St. Anthony the Great 
at the local parish that bears 
the name of the saint. Great 
Vespers will be conducted 
with his Eminence presiding. 
A reception will follow in the 
fellowship hall. The service will be 
in English. All are welcome. His 
eminence will also preside over 
the Divine Liturgy at 9:30am Jan. 
17. Free. St. Anthony the Great 
Greek Orthodox Church, 1600 S. 
Glenwood, 217-202-188.

 Holiday Happenings

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Breakfast
Mon., Jan. 19, 8:30am. Celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day with 
this annual breakfast. Guest 
speaker will be Erika Harold, 
executive director of the Illinois 
Supreme Court Commission on 
Professionalism. Presented by 
Frontiers International Springfield 
Club. For tickets contact Richard 
Amoako at 217-494-0180. 
Crowne Plaza Springfield, 3000 S. 
Dirksen Pkwy., 217-529-7777.

 Fairs & Festivals

Adult Book Fair
Sat., Jan. 17, 11am-4pm. This 
annual event teams up with local 
bookstores and local authors 
to bring that feeling of pure, 
childhood joy readers once felt 
walking into the Scholastic Book 
Fair - this time with grown-up 
books and grown-up drinks. 
Family-friendly event. However, 
most of the books will be geared 
toward adults. Trish & Mary’s 
Public House, 107 W. Cook, Suite 
A, 217-679-3287.

 Film and Television

Citizen Bowen
Mon., Jan. 19, 11 a.m. In honor 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
see this powerful documentary 
exploring Black political 
organizing and influence within 
the Chicago Democratic political 
machine. Charles Bowen, one 
of the surviving operatives of 
the era, will be present for a 
special post-film talk. Presented 
by Southern Illinois University 
System. Dove Conference Center, 

Prairie Heart Institute,  619 E. 
Mason St.

 Food & Drink

Lake Council Chili Challenge 
West Regional
Sun., Jan. 18, Noon. Doors open 
at noon with tasting starting at 
2pm. Proceeds will be donated to 
Springfield Zoological Society. $5. 
Chili Challenge finals set March 1 
at Prop Club. See Facebook page 
for more info. Springfield Motor 
Boat Club, 17 Club Area.

 Community Organizing

Rally for Free America Walkout
Tue., Jan. 20, 2-3:30pm. On 
Jan. 20 there will be a national 
movement in which participants 
will turn their backs and walk out 
on fascism. Those who are able 
are called to walk out at 2pm and 
gather at the state Capitol for a 
peaceful demonstration against 
illegal and immoral government 
actions. Illinois State Capitol, 
Capitol and Second St, 217-687-
7926.

 Lectures & Meetings

Stronger Together: Parents of 
Special Needs Kiddos Support 
Group
Mondays, 6-7:30pm. Through 
March 2. Join others who are 
loving and raising special needs 
children. Discussion, support 
and connection with others 
who understand those joys and 
challenges. Mothers will meet 
Jan. 12 and 26, Feb. 9 and 23. 
Fathers will meet Jan. 19, Feb. 
2 and 16 and March 2. No child 
care available. RSVP at event link. 
Free. Hope Church, 3000 Lenhart 
Road, 217-787-1446.

 Bulletin Board

Free Meal Distribution
Sat., Jan. 17, 4pm. Free meal 
distribution by Food Not Bombs 
SPI. All are welcome. Free, 
no questions asked. Email 
foodnotbombs.spi@proton.me 
with questions. Meal Distribution 
Site, Southwest corner of Seventh 
Street and Capitol Avenue.

Springfield Budget Workshop 
No. 2
Thu., Jan. 15, 5:30pm. This 
city Fiscal Year 2027 budget 
workshop will have presentations 
by the library, Office of Planning 
and Economic Development, 
Human Resources, Public 
Works and Office of Budget and 
Management. In the city council 
chamber. Municipal Center West, 
300 S. Seventh St., 217-789-
2235.

LEGAL DEADLINE, 
THURSDAYS 

AT 4PM
Call Daron at 217-679-7801

or email legals@illinoistimes.com
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Real Estate Foreclosure

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
INB, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national 
banking association, f/k/a Illinois National 
Bank,	
Plaintiff,
v.
SHERRILL A. MARTIN, THE COUNTRY 
PLACE, an Illinois not-for-profit corporation, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.: 2025-FC-105
NOTICE OF COURT SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant 
to a judgment of foreclosure entered by 
the Court in the above entitled cause the 
property hereinafter described or so much 
thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy said 
judgment, will be sold to the highest bidder. 
The sale shall be subject to Court approval.  
Buyer will be entitled to possession 30 days 
after the sale is confirmed by the Court.
(A) The name, address and telephone num-
ber of the person to contact for information 
regarding the real estate is:
Timothy J. Rigby
Hart, Southworth & Witsman
Suite 501, One North Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701

Telephone: (217) 753-0055
(B) The common address and other common 
description, if any, of the real estate is:
22 Country Place, Springfield, Illinois 62703
(C) Tax ID Number: 22-27-402-022
(D) A description of the improvements on the 
real estate is:
Approximately 1,565 square foot 2 story 
5 room townhouse with a two car garage, 
2 bedrooms and 1.5 bathrooms, fireplace 
and patio.
(E) No times have been specified in the judg-
ment of foreclosure for inspection of the real 
estate prior to sale.
(F) The time and place of the sale are:
Time: 9:00 a.m. on February 17, 2026.
Place: Sangamon County Courthouse
200 South Ninth Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
(G) The terms of the sale are:
Twenty-five percent (25%) of sale price at 
time of sale and balance within twenty-four 
(24) hours.
(H) Title will be conveyed subject to any 
liens or encumbrances prior to the mortgage 
of INB, National Association, f/k/a Illinois 
National Bank, all general real estate taxes, 
special assessments if any, easements and 
restrictions of record, and all encroachments, 
if any.
INB, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national 
banking association, f/k/a Illinois National 
Bank,
Plaintiff
Timothy J. Rigby (ARDC #6225930)
Alexander S. Prillaman (ARDC #6339535)
Hart, Southworth & Witsman
Suite 501, One North Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone: (217) 753-0055
trigby@hswnet.com   
aprillaman@hswnet.com 
NOTE: This communication is made for the 
purpose of collecting a debt. Any information 
obtained in response to this communication 
may be used for that purpose.
8051-961017

25-102681
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
PLAINTIFF,
-vs-
CHRISTINA HORNBACK; TYLER A HORNBACK; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS; UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS
DEFENDANTS
NO. 25 FC 37
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Public Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to a Judgment entered in the above entitled 
matter on October 15, 2025;
Jack L Campbell, Sheriff, #1 Sheriff’s Plaza, 
Springfield, IL 62701, will on February 3, 
2026 at 9:00 AM, at Sangamon South, 
1 Copley Plaza, Springfield, IL 62701, 
sell to the highest bidder for ten percent 
(10%) at the time of sale and the balance 
within twenty-four (24) hours, the following 
described premises situated in Sangamon 
County, Illinois.
Said sale shall be subject to general taxes, 
special assessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and any prior liens 
or 1st Mortgages. The subject property is 
offered for sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title or recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
Upon the sale being held and the purchaser 
tendering said bid in certified funds, a receipt 
of Sale will be issued and/or a Certificate 
of Sale as required, which will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed upon confirmation of 

said sale by the Court.
Commonly known as 925 Timber Edge Drive, 
Sherman, IL 62684
Permanent Index No.:  06-36.0-228-013
Improvements: Single Family
Residential
The property will NOT be open for inspection 
prior to the sale and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the 
property.
The judgment amount was $215,509.08.  
Prospective purchasers are admonished 
to check the court file and title records to 
verify this information.  IF YOU ARE THE 
MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
For Bid Amount contact:
Sale Clerk
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2801 Lakeside Drive, Suite 207
Bannockburn, IL 60015
ILNOTICES@logs.com
(847) 291-1717
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys
LOGS Legal Group LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
2801 Lakeside Drive, Suite 207
Bannockburn, IL 60015
(847) 291-1717 
ILNOTICES@logs.com
Randal S. Berg (6277119)
Michael N. Burke (6291435)
Christopher A. Cieniawa (6187452)
Laura J. Anderson (6224385)
Thomas Belczak (6193705)
Debra Miller (6205477)
Amy Aronson (6206512)
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.  PLEASE BE 
ADVISED THAT IF YOUR PERSONAL LIABILITY 
FOR THIS DEBT HAS BEEN EXTINGUISHED 
BY A DISCHARGE IN BANKRUPTCY OR BY 
AN ORDER GRANTING IN REM RELIEF FROM 
STAY, THIS NOTICE IS PROVIDED SOLELY TO 
FORECLOSE THE MORTGAGE REMAINING ON 
YOUR PROPERTY AND IS NOT AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT THE DISCHARGED PERSONAL 
OBLIGATION.
8051-960835

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ARBOR REALTY SR, INC.,
Plaintiff,
v.
LINCOLN TOWER HOLDINGS, LLC 
AND STRATEGIC LINCOLN, LLC;
H&AP ROPERTY MANAGEMENT, LLC;
LINCOLN TOWER MIXED USE 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN OWNERS and
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.: 2024-FC-16
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in 
the above cause on November 3, 2025, the 
Sheriff of Sangamon County, Illinois will on 
January 27, 2026, at the hour of 9:00 a.m., 
in the Sangamon County Board Chambers, 
Second Floor, Sangamon County Courthouse, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois or 
in a place otherwise designated at the time 
of sale, County of Sangamon and State of 
Illinois, sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash, as set forth below, the fol-
lowing described real estate:
THOSE CERTAIN PREMISES COMPRISING A 
PORTION OF THE LINCOLN TOWER MIXED 
USE CONDOMINIUM, A CONDOMINIUM, SAID 
CONDOMINIUM HAVING BEEN ESTABLISHED 
PURSUANT TO THE ILLINOIS CONDO-
MINIUM ACT AND THE DECLARATION OF 
CONDOMINIUM OWNERSHIP AND COVENANT, 
EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF 

LINCOLN TOWER MIXED USE CONDOMINIUM, 
A CONDOMINIUM, RECORDED IN THE OF-
FICIAL RECORDS OF SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS ON AUGUST 6, 2010 AS DOCUMENT 
NO. 2010R26399 (THE “DECLARATION”), 
THE PREMISES BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
ALL OF UNIT NO. 2 (THE “UNIT”) AS 
DESCRIBED IN THE DECLARATION OF 
CONDOMINIUM OWNERSHIP AND COVENANT, 
EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS, AND AS 
SHOWN ON THE PLAT OF CONDOMINIUM, 
FOR LINCOLN TOWER MIXED USE CONDO-
MINIUM, A CONDOMINIUM (THE “PLAT OF 
CONDOMINIUM”) THAT IS RECORDED IN THE 
OFFICIAL RECORDS OF SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS ON AUGUST 6, 2010 AS DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 2010R26399; TOGETHER WITH 
THE UNIT S INTEREST IN ALL COMMON ELE-
MENTS AND LIMITED COMMON ELEMENTS 
OF THE CONDOMINIUM AS DESCRIBED IN 
THE DECLARATION AND SHOWN ON THE 
PLAT OF CONDOMINIUM; AND
TOGETHER WITH, A NON-EXCLUSIVE 
EASEMENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF UNIT 2 
RECORDED MARCH 31, 2003 AS DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 2003R17397. FOR THE PURPOSES 
OF PERMITTING EXISTING BALCONIES WHICH 
HAVE BEEN IN PLACE SINCE CIRCA 1965 
TO REMAIN AND BE MAINTAINED IN THEIR 
PRESENT LOCATION OVER AND ABOVE THE 
THIRD STREET RIGHT OF WAY IMMEDIATELY 
EAST AND ADJACENT TO LOT 62 OF THE 
ASSESSOR S SUBDIVISION OF THE NORTH 
HALF OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 33, AND PART OF THE WEST HALF 
OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 
34, TOWNSHIP 16 NORTH. RANGE 5 WEST 
OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN;
EXCEPT ANY INTEREST IN THE COAL, OIL, 
GAS AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING 
THE LAND WHICH HAVE BEEN HERETOFORE 
CONVEYED OR RESERVED IN PRIOR CONVEY-
ANCES, AND ALL RIGHTS AND EASEMENTS 
IN FAVOR OF THE ESTATE OF SAID COAL, OIL, 
GAS AND OTHER MINERALS, IF ANY.
ALL BEING SITUATED IN THE COUNTY OF 
SANGAMON AND THE STATE OF ILLINOIS.
APN/Parcel ID(s): 14-34.0-154-028
520 South Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701
The Judgment amount was: $22,725,010.57 
plus attorneys’ fees as of September 12, 
2025 in the amount of $119,380.96 together 
with additional interest accrued after June 
20, 2025 and reasonable advances to protect 
the lien of the judgment and preserve the 
subject real estate.
Sale terms: Cash or certified funds at the 
time of sale in the amount of not less than 
ten percent 10% of the highest bid with the 
balance to be paid within twenty-four (24) 
hours of the sale.
The subject property is subject to real 
estate taxes, special assessments or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is 
offered for sale without any representation 
as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in “as is” condition.  
The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
The real estate is improved with a com-
mercial building.  
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid.  The purchaser 
shall have no further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser shall receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser to a Deed to 
the real estate after Confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and Plaintiff makes no representation as to 
the condition of the property.  Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check the Court 
file to verify all information.
For information: Examine the court file or 
contact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Thomas C. Pavlik, Jr., Delano Law Offices, 
LLC, 1 Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701.

MARKETPLACE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JACQUALINE M. KELZER, DECEASED
Case #2026-PR-000001
DEATH & CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of JAC-
QUALINE M. KELZER. Letters of Office 
have been issued to JILL MENEZES, 130 
Willow Road, Rochester, IL 62563, as 
Independent Executor, whose attorney 
is Sheehan & Sheehan, Lawyers, P.C., 
1215 South 4th Street, Springfield, IL 
62703.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, Room 405, Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 South 9th Street, Spring-
field, IL 62701, or with the Independent 
Executor, or both, on or before July 22, 
2026, and any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Circuit Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the Independent 
Executor and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.
Dated this 8th day of January, 2026
William P. Sheehan
SHEEHAN & SHEEHAN, LAWYERS, P.C.
1215 South 4th Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 544-0701

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVEN-
THJUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY. ILLINOIS
THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
PRENICE R. CARTER, SR., Deceased
CASE NO. 25 PR 511
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the death 
of PRENICE R. CARTER, SR., of 1000 
Rutledge Street, Pawnee, lllinois, who 
died December 17 , 2025.
Letters of Office were issued to PRENICE 
R. CARTER, JR., whose address is P. O. 
Box 388, Osage Beach, Missouri 65065, 
as Independent Administrator whose 
attorney is LINDSEY E. REESE of the 
law office of REESE and REESE, 200 W. 
Market Street, Taylorville, lL 62568.
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision unless under Sec. 
284 of the ProbateAct, 755 ILCS 5/28-4 
of 1992, as amended. Any interested 
person terminates Independent Adminis-
tration at any time by mailing or deliver-
ing a Petition to Terminate to the clerk. 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the Circuit Clerks Office at 200 South 
Ninth Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701, 
or with the estate representative or both, 
on or before July 29, 2026, which date 
is not less than six months from the first 
publication of this notice. Any claim not 
filed within that period is barred. copies 
of a claim filed with the clerk must be 
mailed or delivered by the claimant to 
the estate representative and to the 
attorney for the estate representative 
within (10) days after it had been filed.
PRENICE R, CARTER, SR. ESTATE
BY; LINDSEY E. REESE. ATTORNEY
CIRCUIT CLERK
Reese & Reese
Attorneys at Law
200 W Market St.,
Taylorville, lL 62568
217t824-8107

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CAROL EVERLY FLOYD, DECEASED
Case #2025-PR-424
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS
Notice is given to THE UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF CAROL EVERLY FLOYD, DECEASED, 
including any unknown heir who may 
be a minor or a disabled person, and 
including but not limited to the unknown 
descendants, if any, of Phil Therrien, 
Dick Therrien,  Betty Leyden,  William H. 
Harris,  F. Bruce Harris, George Schlecht, 
Jr., Gloria Mision, Jean Marie Davis, 
Spencer E. Everly, Jr., Allen R. Everly, 
Charlotte Brummett, Robert H. Everly, 
Margaret Gabalis and Richard Everly, 
that a Supplement to Petition for Probate 
of Will and for Letters Testamentary was 
filed in the Circuit Court of the Seventh 
Judicial Circuit, Sangamon County, Il-
linois, on January 6, 2026. The Unknown 
Heirs of Carol Everly Floyd are made 
parties to this estate proceeding by 
said Supplement to Petition for Probate 
of Will.
Within 42 days after January 6, 2026, 
any such unknown heir may file a Peti-
tion with the court to require proof of the 
Will by testimony of the witnesses to the 
Will in open court or by other evidence, 
as provided in Section 6-21 of the 
Probate Act (Illinois Compiled Statutes, 
Chapter 755, Act 5, Section 6-21), or 
successor provision.
Heirs also have the right under Section 
8-1 of the Probate Act (Illinois Compiled 
Statutes, Chapter 755, Act 5, Section 
8-1), or successor provision, to contest 
the validity of the Will by filing a Petition 
with the Court within 6 months after 
January 6, 2026. Filings are to be made 
with the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, Probate Division, Room 405, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 South 
9th Street, Springfield, IL 62701.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents 
in civil cases with limited exemptions.  
To e-file, you must first create an ac-
count with an e-filing service provider. 
Visit https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider.  If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp or talk to your local Circuit 
Clerk’s office.
Dated this 6th day of January, 2026.
Patrick J. Sheehan
SHEEHAN & SHEEHAN, LAWYERS, P.C.
Attorneys for Independent Administrator
1215 South 4th Street
Springfield, IL  62703
(217)544-0701

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of:
PATSY A. SMITH,
Deceased.
NO. 2025-PR-512
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Pasty A. 
Smith of Sangamon County, Illinois.  Let-
ters of Office were issued on January 6, 
2026, to Lori J. Stevens, 1309 E. Grove, 
Bloomington, IL 61701, as Executor, 
whose attorneys are Barber, Segatto, 
Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, 
Springfield, Illinois 62705. 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Sangamon County Complex, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701 or with the representative 
or both, on or before July 13, 2026, and 
any claim not filed on or before that date 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the attorney 
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within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 6th day of January, 2026.
Bernard G. Segatto, III - 06190753
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-4868
bsegatto@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF:
CASE NO. 2025PR488
SHERRYL L. MUSGRAVE, Deceased
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of SHERRYL 
L. MUSGRAVE, Letters of Office were 
issued on January 6, 2026 to Katie 
Aldrich, 311 Virginia Lane, Rochester, 
IL as Independent Administrator whose 
attorney is Donald M. Craven, 1005 N. 
7th Street, Springfield, IL, 62702.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Courthouse, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701, or with the 
Representative, or both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first Publication of 
this Notice. Any Claim not filed within 
that period is barred. Copies of a Claim 
filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
must be mailed or delivered to the Rep-
resentative and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.
/s/ Donald M. Craven
Donald M. Craven (#6180492)
Attorney for Independent Executor
Donald M. Craven, P.C.
1005 North Seventh Street
Springfield, IL   62702
Telephone: (217) 544-1777
Facsimile: (217) 544-0713

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of
DANIEL P. SCHUERING, Deceased.	
IN PROBATE
No. 2025-PR-000510
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of DANIEL P. SCHUERING, deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on 
December 30, 2025, to Sarah F. Schuer-
ing, as Independent Executor, whose 
attorney is Taylor L. Ingram, Brown, Hay 
& Stephens, LLP, 205 South Fifth Street, 
Suite 1000, Springfield, IL 62701. 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Courthouse, 
200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL  
62701, or with the representative, or 
both, on or before the 9th day of July, 
2026, or three months from the date 
the representative mailed or delivered 
a Notice to Creditor, whichever is later. 
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 30th day of December, 2025.
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Taylor L. Ingram
(Registration No. 6349276)
205 S. Fifth Street, Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705-2459
(217) 544-8491 
tingram@bhslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JUDITH N. WEEDMAN, Deceased

NO. 2025PR000507
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of Judith N. Weedman, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on Decem-
ber 30, 2025, to Melissa K. Jankauski, 
7712 Pin Oak Drive, Plainfield, IL 60586, 
as Independent Executor, whose attor-
ney is Gregory P. Sgro, Sgro, Hanrahan, 
Durr, Rabin & Reinbold, LLP, 1119 S. 
6th Street, Springfield, IL 62703. Claims 
against the Estate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S. 
Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or 
with the Representative, or both, on 
or before the 9th day of July, 2026, 
or three months from the date the 
Representative mailed or delivered a 
Notice to Creditor, whichever is later. 
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 30th day of December, 2025.
Gregory P. Sgro
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr, Rabin & Reinbold, 
LLP 
1119 S. 6th Street 
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 789-1200

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF	
JERRY LEE TOEPKE,
DECEASED.
Case No. 2025PR000490
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given on the death of Jerry Lee 
Toepke, Lane County, Oregon.  Letters 
of Office have been issued to Susan 
Jean Toepke, 821 S. 2nd Street, Cottage 
Grove, Oregon 97424, whose attorney 
is W. Thad Kuhfuss, of Kuhfuss & Proehl, 
P.C., 342 Elizabeth Street, Pekin, Illinois 
61554.
Claims may be filed on or before July 
15, 2026.  Any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred, except that 
the claim of a creditor who has been 
notified by mail or delivery of notice 
shall be barred on said date or three 
months from the date of such mailing 
or delivery, whichever is later.  Claims 
may be filed in the Office of said Court 
at the Sangamon County Courthouse, 
200 S. 9th Street, Springfield, IL 62701, 
with the Independent Executor, or to 
the Executor’s in-state Agent, W. Thad 
Kuhfuss.  
E-filing is now mandatory for docu-
ments in civil cases with limited exemp-
tions.  To e-file a claim with the Clerk 
of the Court, you must first create an 
account with an e-filing service provider.  
Visit  http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider.  If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp.
DATED this 29th day of December, 2025.
SUSAN JEAN TOEPKE, Independent 
Executor
of the Estate of Jerry Lee Toepke, 
deceased
Name and Address of
Attorneys for the Executor:
W. Thad Kuhfuss
ARCD# 1543865
Kuhfuss & Proehl, P.C.
342 Elizabeth Street
P.O. Box 1068
Pekin, IL 61555-1068
Phone: (309) 347-4164
Email: wthadkuhfuss@grics.net
8051-960905

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SPRINGFIELD, SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
NANCY ANN JUNKER,
Deceased.
Case No. 2025-PR-497
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of NANCY 
A. JUNKER, of Springfield, Sangamon 
County, Illinois, on April 14, 2023.  Let-
ters of Testamentary were issued on the 
22nd day of December, A.D., 2025, to 
OTTO A. JUNKER, 1452 Kedzie Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois 60651, as Independent 
Administrator, whose attorney of record 
is SCOTT & SCOTT, P.C., 611 East 
Monroe Street, Suite 200, Springfield, 
IL 62701.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the San-
gamon County Circuit Court, Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 South 9th Street, 
Springfield, Illinois, 62701, or with the 
representative, or both, within six (6) 
months from the date of the first publi-
cation of this Notice and any claim not 
filed within that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the Attorney at the above 
addresses within ten (10) days after the 
claim has been filed.
DATED this 23rd day of December, A.D., 
2025.
ESTATE OF NANCY A. JUNKER, 
Deceased,
BY: /s/Pamela E. Hart 
Pamela E. Hart, one of his Attorneys.
PREPARED BY:
Pamela E. Hart (6299974)
SCOTT & SCOTT, P.C.
Attorneys at Law
611 East Monroe Street, Suite 200
Springfield, IL 62701
Telephone: (217)753-8200 
peh@scottnscottlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of:
DAVID L. DRUM,
Deceased.
NO. 2025-PR-509
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of David L. 
Drum of Springfield, Sangamon County, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office were issued 
on December 24, 2025, to Philip Drum, 
1113 N. Milton, Springfield, Illinois 
62702, as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney is Randy Paswater, Bar-
ber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP, 
P.O. Box 79, Springfield, Illinois 62705. 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Sangamon County Complex, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701, or with the representative 
or both, on or before July 1, 2026, and 
any claim not filed on or before that date 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 24th day of December, 2025.
Randy S. Paswater - 06283705
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL  62705-0079
(217) 544-4868
paswater@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of
MARCIA JEANNINE MOHN, Deceased.

DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
IN PROBATE
No. 2025-PR-503
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of Marcia Jeannine Mohn, deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on De-
cember 23, 2025, to Paul A. Brewer and 
James A. Rogers, as Independent Co-
Executors, whose attorneys are Edward 
T. Graham, Jr. and Brandon R. Clark, 
Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP, 205 South 
Fifth Street, Suite 1000, Springfield, IL 
62701.  Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Sangamon County Court-
house, 200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, 
IL  62701, or with the representative, or 
both, on or before the 22nd day of July, 
2026, or three months from the date 
the representative mailed or delivered 
a Notice to Creditor, whichever is later.  
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 24th day of  December, 2025.
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Brandon R. Clark
Registration No. 6329553
205 S. Fifth Street, Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705-2459
(217) 544-8491 
bclark@bhslaw.com	

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOHN J. POHL, DECEASED
Case #2025-PR-506
DEATH & CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of JOHN 
J. POHL. Letters of Office have been 
issued to KATHLEEN M. SEXTON, 6545 
Bunker Hill, New Berlin, IL 62670, as 
Independent Administrator, whose at-
torney is Sheehan & Sheehan, Lawyers, 
P.C., 1215 South 4th Street, Springfield, 
IL 62703.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, Room 405, Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 South 9th Street, Spring-
field, IL 62701, or with the Independent 
Administrator, or both, on or before July 
6, 2026, and any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Circuit Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the Independent 
Administrator and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 23rd day of December, 2025.
Patrick J. Sheehan
SHEEHAN & SHEEHAN, LAWYERS, P.C.
1215 South 4th Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217)544-0701

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
STEPHEN D. MEYER,  DECEASED
Case #2025-PR-504	
DEATH & CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of STEPHEN 
D. MEYER. Letters of Office have been 
issued to JOSHUA A. MEYER, 2612 Ar-
rowhead Drive, Springfield, IL 62702, as 
Independent Executor, whose attorney 
is Sheehan & Sheehan, Lawyers, P.C., 
1215 South 4th Street, Springfield, IL 
62703.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, Room 405, Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 South 9th Street, Spring-

field, IL 62701, or with the Independent 
Executor, or both, on or before July 6, 
2026, and any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Circuit Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the Independent 
Executor and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.
Dated this 23rd day of December, 2025.
William P. Sheehan
SHEEHAN & SHEEHAN, LAWYERS, P.C.
1215 South 4th Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 544-0701

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:
Larry Leach,
Deceased.
No.  2025-PR-501
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF CLAIM 
DATE
Notice is given of the death of Larry 
Leach, of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters 
Testamentary were issued on December 
18, 2025, to Larry V. Leach, 1523 W. 
Jerome Avenue, Springfield, Illinois, 
62704, as Independent Executor, whose 
attorney of record is DELANO LAW 
OFFICES, LLC, PO Box 1948, Springfield, 
Illinois, 62705.
Notice is given to all known and 
unknown heirs of Larry Leach of the 
entry of the Order as set forth above 
and of the entry of an Order declaring  
Larry V. Leach, Nicole Ann Copelin, and 
Shelley Mattingly as the only heirs of 
Larry Leach. 
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under 28-4 
of the Probate Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County, 200 S. 9th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, within 6 months 
of the first day that this Notice is pub-
lished, and any claim not so filed within 
that period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
Joseph B. Roesch 
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Sarah Delano Pavlik - 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorneys for Executor 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois  62701
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax: 217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of
LOUISE F. WILDT, Deceased.
IN PROBATE
NO. 2025PR000499
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of LOUISE F. WILDT, deceased.  
Letters of Office were issued on Decem-
ber 18, 2025 to C. ALAN WILDT, 20363 
Garner Rd, Virginia, Illinois 62691, 
Executor, whose attorney is Robert A. 
Stuart, Jr. Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP, 
200 S. 5th Street, Ste. 1000, P.O. Box 
2459, Springfield, IL 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 

S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or 
with the representative, or both, on or 
before July 30, 2026, or three months 
from the date the representative mailed 
or delivered a Notice to Creditor, which-
ever is later.  Any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.
Dated this 22nd day of December 2025.
Robert A. Stuart, Jr. (ARDC # 2761122)
Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP
200 S. 5th Street, Ste. 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-8491
rstuart@bhslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK, an Illinois
banking corporation,
Plaintiff,
v.
ASHLEY R. PRICE, UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA,STATE OF ILLINOIS, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
Case No. 2025FC000246
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
Notice is hereby given to UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
of the real estate described below, 
Defendants in the above-entitled case, 
pursuant to the provisions of Sections 
2-206, 15-1218 and 15-1502 of 
the Code of Civil Procedure, that the 
above-entitled mortgage foreclosure suit 
is now pending in said court and the 
day on or after which a default may be 
entered against Defendants is February 
11, 2026.
Plaintiff has certified the following 
regarding said foreclosure action filed 
on December 31, 2025.
1. The names of all Plaintiffs and 
Case Number are as follows: United 
Community Bank, an Illinois banking 
corporation; 2025FC000246.
2. The court in which said action was 
brought is as follows: Circuit Court for 
the Seventh Judicial Circuit, Sangamon 
County, Illinois
3. The name of the title holder of record 
is: Ashley R. Price
4. A legal description of the real estate 
sufficient to identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows:
Lot 20 in Morningside Place. Except all 
Coal and Minerals Underlying said Lot. 
Situated in Sangamon County, Illinois.
5. A common address or description 
of the location of the real estate is as 
follows: 33 Windsor Road, Springfield, 
Illinois 62702
6. The Tax Identification Number for the 
real estate is as follows: 14-29.0-105-
014
7. An identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as follows:
Name of Mortgagor: Ashley R. Price
Name of Mortgagee: United Community 
Bank
Date of Mortgage: May 28, 2010
Date of recording: June 1, 2010
County where recorded: Sangamon 
County, Illinois
Recording document identification: 
Document No. 2010R17525
/s/ Joseph B. Roesch
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com
8051-961032

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
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JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
INB, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national 
banking association, f/k/a Illinois Nation-
al Bank,	
Plaintiff,
v.
SHERRILL A. MARTIN, THE COUN-
TRY PLACE, an Illinois not-for-profit 
corporation, UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.: 2025-FC-105
NOTICE OF COURT SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pur-
suant to a judgment of foreclosure en-
tered by the Court in the above entitled 
cause the property hereinafter described 
or so much thereof as shall be sufficient 
to satisfy said judgment, will be sold 
to the highest bidder. The sale shall be 
subject to Court approval. Buyer will be 
entitled to possession 30 days after the 
sale is confirmed by the Court.
(A) The name, address and telephone 
number of the person to contact for 
information regarding the real estate is:
Timothy J. Rigby
Hart, Southworth & Witsman
Suite 501, One North Old State Capitol 
Plaza
Springfield, Illinois  62701
Telephone:  (217) 753-0055
(B) The common address and other 
common description, if any, of the real 
estate is:
22 Country Place, Springfield, Illinois 
62703
(C) The legal description of the real 
estate is:
Unit No. 22, Building 6, in Country Place 
Condominium as delineated on a Survey 
of Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, being part of the 
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 27, Township 15 
North, Range 5 West of the Third Princi-
pal Meridian, in the City of Springfield, 
Sangamon County, Illinois, according 
to the Plat of Survey thereof which is 
attached as Exhibit A to the Declaration 
of Condominium recorded January 16, 
1974 in Book 1184 of Mortgages at 
page 883 as Document No. 552057, as 
and if amended from time to time, along 
with its undivided percentage of owner-
ship of common elements and limited 
common elements.
Except any interest in coal, oil, gas 
and other minerals underlying the land 
which have been heretofore conveyed 
or reserved in prior conveyances, and 
all rights and easements in favor of the 
estate of said coal, oil, gas and other 
minerals, if any.
Situated in Sangamon County, Illinois.
Tax ID Number: 22-27-402-022
(D) A description of the improvements 
on the real estate is:
Approximately 1,565 square foot 2 
story 5 room townhouse with a two car 
garage, 2 bedrooms and 1.5 bathrooms, 
fireplace and patio.
(E) No times have been specified in the 
judgment of foreclosure for inspection of 
the real estate prior to sale.
(F) The time and place of the sale are:
Time:	 9:00 a.m. on February 17, 
2026.
Place:	 Sangamon County Court-
house
200 South Ninth Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
(G) The terms of the sale are:
Twenty-five percent (25%) of sale price 
at time of sale and balance within 
twenty-four (24) hours.
(H) Title will be conveyed subject to any 
liens or encumbrances prior to the mort-
gage of INB, National Association, f/k/a 
Illinois National Bank, all general real 
estate taxes, special assessments if any, 
easements and restrictions of record, 
and all encroachments, if any.

INB, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, a national 
banking association, f/k/a Illinois Na-
tional Bank,
Plaintiff
Timothy J. Rigby (ARDC #6225930)
Alexander S. Prillaman (ARDC 
#6339535)
Hart, Southworth & Witsman
Suite 501, One North Old State Capitol 
Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone: (217) 753-0055
trigby@hswnet.com   
aprillaman@hswnet.com 
NOTE: This communication is made for 
the purpose of collecting a debt. Any 
information obtained in response to this 
communication may be used for that 
purpose.
8051-961017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PHH Mortgage Corporation
PLAINTIFF
Vs.
Todd Wright; Colleen Welsh; Unknown 
Heirs and Legatees of Terrance Wright; 
United States of America - Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development; 
Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claim-
ants; Dan Way, as Special Representa-
tive for Terrance Wright (deceased)
DEFENDANTS
No. 2025FC000230
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU:
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Ter-
rance Wright
Unknown Owners and Nonrecord 
Claimants
That this case has been commenced 
in this Court against you and other 
defendants, praying for the foreclosure 
of a certain Mortgage conveying the 
premises described as follows, to-wit:
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:
29 Glenwood Lane
Chatham, IL 62629
and which said Mortgage was made by:
Terrance Wright
Beverly Wright
the Mortgagor(s), to Alliance Mortgage 
Company dba AMC Mortgage Corp., 
as Mortgagee, and recorded in the 
Office of the Recorder of Deeds of San-
gamon County, Illinois, as Document No. 
2002R25978; and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued out of said 
Court against you as provided by law 
and that the said suit is now pending.
NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your 
answer or otherwise file your appear-
ance in this case in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court,
Joseph B. Roesch
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Sangamon County Courthouse
200 South Ninth Street, Room 405
Springfield, IL 62701
on or before February 9, 2026, A 
DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST 
YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND 
A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID 
COMPLAINT.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite 100
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
(630) 794-5300
DuPage # 15170
Winnebago # 531
Our File No. 14-25-07544
NOTE: This law firm is a debt collector.
I3279502

25-102681
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.
PLAINTIFF,
-vs-
CHRISTINA HORNBACK; TYLER A 
HORNBACK; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS
DEFENDANTS
NO. 25 FC 37
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
Public Notice is hereby given that pursu-
ant to a Judgment entered in the above 
entitled matter on October 15, 2025;
Jack L Campbell, Sheriff, #1 Sheriff’s 
Plaza, Springfield, IL 62701, will on Feb-
ruary 3, 2026 at 9:00 AM, at Sangamon 
South, 1 Copley Plaza, Springfield, IL 
62701, sell to the highest bidder for 
ten percent (10%) at the time of sale 
and the balance within twenty-four (24) 
hours, the following described premises 
situated in Sangamon County, Illinois.
Said sale shall be subject to general 
taxes, special assessments or special 
taxes levied against said real estate 
and any prior liens or 1st Mortgages. 
The subject property is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title or recourse to Plaintiff 
and in “AS IS” condition.
Upon the sale being held and the 
purchaser tendering said bid in certified 
funds, a receipt of Sale will be issued 
and/or a Certificate of Sale as required, 
which will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed upon confirmation of said sale by 
the Court.
Said property is legally described as 
follows:
LOT ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-SIX (136) 
IN THE PRAIRIE AT BROOKSIDE GLEN, 
FOURTH ADDITION, AS PER PLAT RE-
CORDED OCTOBER 14, 2004 AS DOCU-
MENT NUMBER 2004R50464. EXCEPT 
ANY INTEREST IN THE COIL, OIL, GAS 
AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING 
THE LAND WHICH HAVE BEEN HERE-
TOFORE CONVEYED OR RESERVED IN 
PRIOR CONVEYANCES, AND ALL RIGHTS 
AND EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE 
ESTATE OF SAID COAL, OIL, GAS AND 
OTHER MINERALS, IF ANY. SITUATED IN 
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as 925 Timber Edge 
Drive, Sherman, IL 62684
Permanent Index No.: 06-36.0-228-013
Improvements: Single Family
Residential
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection prior to the sale and Plaintiff 
makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property.
The judgment amount was 
$215,509.08.  Prospective purchasers 
are admonished to check the court file 
and title records to verify this informa-
tion.  IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For Bid Amount contact:
Sale Clerk
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2801 Lakeside Drive, Suite 207
Bannockburn, IL 60015
ILNOTICES@logs.com
(847) 291-1717
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys
LOGS Legal Group LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
2801 Lakeside Drive, Suite 207
Bannockburn, IL 60015
(847) 291-1717 
ILNOTICES@logs.com
Randal S. Berg (6277119)
Michael N. Burke (6291435)

Christopher A. Cieniawa (6187452)
Laura J. Anderson (6224385)
Thomas Belczak (6193705)
Debra Miller (6205477)
Amy Aronson (6206512)
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT IF 
YOUR PERSONAL LIABILITY FOR THIS 
DEBT HAS BEEN EXTINGUISHED BY A 
DISCHARGE IN BANKRUPTCY OR BY 
AN ORDER GRANTING IN REM RELIEF 
FROM STAY, THIS NOTICE IS PROVIDED 
SOLELY TO FORECLOSE THE MORTGAGE 
REMAINING ON YOUR PROPERTY AND 
IS NOT AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT THE 
DISCHARGED PERSONAL OBLIGATION.
8051-960835

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
The Department of Transportation of the 
State of Illinois, for and on behalf of the 
People of the State of Illinois,
Plaintiff,
v.
Walker Martin LLC, et al.,
Defendants.
Case No. 2025ED000006
PUBLICATION NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, that this case has been 
commenced in the Circuit Court of the 
Seventh Judicial Circuit, Sangamon 
County, Illinois, against you and other 
defendants, seeking judgment as to the 
determination of just compensation for 
certain real property legally described 
in Exhibit A and Exhibit B, and for other 
relief. 
I need the full text of the exhibits. 
disregard the pages with images. 
Understood. Below is the full verbatim 
text of Exhibit A and Exhibit B, pulled 
from the file and limited strictly to 
the textual pages (no plats, maps, or 
image-only pages). This is formatted 
cleanly so it can be dropped directly 
into a publication notice or appended 
as “Exhibit A” and “Exhibit B” text in a 
newspaper run.
EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION – FEE INTEREST
DESCRIPTION OF RIGHT OF WAY
F.A.P. ROUTE 666 (BL-55/6TH ST)
SECTION: (110X-5) WRS N, SW
JOB NO. R-96-003-10
PARCEL 6030144
SANGAMON COUNTY
STA. 25+26.56 TO STA. 28+37.80 (Pro-
posed S. 6th Street West Alignment)
Walker Martin LLC, an Illinois limited 
liability company
PT TAX PARCEL NUMBER: 22-15.0-
301-009
Part of the west half of the southwest 
quarter of Section 15, Township 15 
North, Range 5 West of the Third Princi-
pal Meridian, Sangamon County, Illinois, 
described as follows:
Commencing at a found iron pin at 
the northwest corner of the Southwest 
Quarter of said Section 15; thence North 
88 degrees 30 minutes 29 seconds 
East on the north line of said Southwest 
Quarter, 794.56 feet to the Point of 
Beginning.
From said Point of Beginning thence 
continue North 88 degrees 30 minutes 
29 seconds East on said north line of 
the Southwest Quarter of Section 15, a 
distance of 370.95 feet to the existing 
westerly right of way of FAP Route 666; 
thence southerly, 263.20 feet on a curve 
to the right having a radius of 563.00 
feet with a central angle of degrees 
40 minutes 43 seconds with a chord 
distance of 263.17 feet bearing South 
44 degrees 18 minutes 33 seconds 

East; thence South 88 degrees 58 
minutes 56 seconds West, 310.25 feet; 
thence North 77 degrees 22 minutes 
31 seconds East, 230.04 feet; thence 
North 59 degrees 13 minutes 10 
seconds East, 47.01 feet; thence North 
39 degrees 45 minutes 07 seconds 
East, 32.77 feet; North 25 degrees 23 
minutes 39 seconds East, 18.69 feet; 
thence North 04 degrees 46 minutes 
33 seconds West, 108.78 feet; thence 
South 87 degrees 52 minutes 15 sec-
onds West, 76.54 feet; thence North 52 
degrees 51 minutes 17 seconds West, 
32.02 feet; thence South 88 degrees 29 
minutes 08 seconds West, 262.84 feet; 
thence North 01 degrees 02 minutes 01 
seconds West, 23.93 feet to the Point 
of Beginning, containing 0.537 acres or 
23396 square feet, more or less.
Excepting the coal, minerals and mining 
rights heretofore conveyed of record.
The said Real Estate being also shown 
by the plat hereto attached and made a 
part hereof.
Bearings and distances are based on the 
Illinois State Plane Coordinate System 
NAD83 (1997) – West Zone.
EXHIBIT B
LEGAL DESCRIPTION – TEMPORARY 
EASEMENTS
DESCRIPTION OF RIGHT OF WAY
F.A.P. ROUTE 666 (BL-55/6TH ST)
SECTION: (110X-5) WRS N, SW
JOB NO. R-96-003-10
PARCEL 6030144 TE1, TE2 & TE3
SANGAMON COUNTY
STA. 305+85.00 TO STA. 307+66.25 
(Proposed Comfort Alignment)
STA. 25+81.52 TO STA. 27+57.74 
(Proposed F.A.P. Route 666 (BL-55/6th 
St.) Alignment)
STA. 15+32.85 TO STA. 17+00.00 
(Proposed Lincoln Alignment)
Walker Martin LLC, an Illinois limited 
liability company
PT TAX PARCEL NUMBER: 22-15.0-
301-009
Purpose of Easement: 6030144 TE1, 
TE2 & TE3 – Entrance Construction & 
Grading and Shaping
Part of the west half of the southwest 
quarter of Section 15, Township 15 
North, Range 5 West of the Third Princi-
pal Meridian, Sangamon County, Illinois, 
described as follows:
6030144 TE1
Beginning at a point being 40.00 feet 
right of the centerline of Proposed Com-
fort at Station 307+60.00; thence South 
52 degrees 51 minutes 17 seconds 
East, 8.00 feet; South 88 degrees 29 
minutes 08 seconds West, 101.25 feet; 
thence South 01 degrees 30 minutes 52 
seconds East, 15.00 feet; thence South 
88 degrees 29 minutes 08 seconds 
West, 80.00 feet; thence North 01 
degrees 30 minutes 52 seconds West, 
20.00 feet; thence North 88 degrees 29 
minutes 08 seconds East, 175.00 feet, 
to the Point of Beginning, containing 
0.048 acres or 2,091 square feet, more 
or less.
6030144 TE2
Beginning at a point being 169.16 feet 
left of the centerline of Proposed F.A.P. 
Route 666 (BL-55 / 6th St) at Station 
27+57.74; thence North 87 degrees 52 
minutes 15 seconds East, 76.54 feet; 
thence South 04 degrees 46 minutes 33 
seconds East, 108.78 feet; thence South 
25 degrees 23 minutes 39 seconds 
West, 18.69 feet; thence South 39 
degrees 45 minutes 07 seconds West, 
32.77 feet; thence South 59 degrees 13 
minutes 10 seconds West, 47.01 feet; 
thence North 01 degrees 29 minutes 21 
seconds West, 30.00 feet; thence North 
88 degrees 30 minutes 39 seconds 
East, 38.00 feet; thence North 38 
degrees 09 minutes 53 seconds East, 
36.94 feet; thence North 04 degrees 42 
minutes 29 seconds West, 107.65 feet; 

South 84 degrees 44 minutes 51 sec-
onds West, 67.38 feet; thence North 01 
degrees 02 minutes 52 seconds West, 
10.55 feet to the Point of Beginning, 
containing 0.063 acres or 2,728 square 
feet, more or less.
6030144 TE3
Beginning at a point being 71.11 feet 
left of the centerline of Proposed Lincoln 
at Station 15+32.85; thence North 68 
degrees 24 minutes 32 seconds East, 
89.95 feet; thence North 87 degrees 47 
minutes 43 seconds East, 82.46 feet; 
thence South 46 degrees 13 minutes 06 
seconds East, 17.22 feet; thence South 
77 degrees 22 minutes 31 seconds 
West, 105.30 feet; thence South 88 
degrees 58 minutes 56 seconds West, 
75.72 feet to the Point of Beginning, 
containing 0.075 acres or 3,247 square 
feet, more or less.
The said Real Estate being also shown 
by the plat hereto attached and made a 
part hereof.
Bearings and distances are based on the 
Illinois State Plane Coordinate System 
NAD83 (1997) – West Zone.
Unless you file your appearance in this 
case in the office of the Sangamon 
County Clerk of Court, Sangamon County 
Courthouse, 200 South 9th Street, 
#405, Springfield, Illinois 62701, on or 
before February 11, 2026, a judgment or 
decree by default may be taken against 
you for the relief asked in the complaint.
Plaintiff’s Attorney
Julie Beyers
Attorney for Plaintiff
601 East William Street
Decatur, Illinois 62523
Phone: (217) 422-1719
Email: juliebeyers@hsbattys.com
8051-960839

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ARBOR REALTY SR, INC.,
Plaintiff,
v.
LINCOLN TOWER HOLDINGS, LLC 
AND STRATEGIC LINCOLN, LLC;
H&AP ROPERTY MANAGEMENT, LLC;
LINCOLN TOWER MIXED USE 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN OWNERS and
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.: 2024-FC-16
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered in the above cause on Novem-
ber 3, 2025, the Sheriff of Sangamon 
County, Illinois will on January 27, 2026, 
at the hour of 9:00 a.m., in the San-
gamon County Board Chambers, Second 
Floor, Sangamon County Courthouse, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, Il-
linois or in a place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County of Sangamon 
and State of Illinois, sell at public auc-
tion to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
THOSE CERTAIN PREMISES COMPRISING 
A PORTION OF THE LINCOLN TOWER 
MIXED USE CONDOMINIUM, A CONDO-
MINIUM, SAID CONDOMINIUM HAVING 
BEEN ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO 
THE ILLINOIS CONDOMINIUM ACT AND 
THE DECLARATION OF CONDOMINIUM 
OWNERSHIP AND COVENANT, EASE-
MENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF LINCOLN 
TOWER MIXED USE CONDOMINIUM, 
A CONDOMINIUM, RECORDED IN THE 
OFFICIAL RECORDS OF SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS ON AUGUST 6, 2010 
AS DOCUMENT NO. 2010R26399 (THE 
“DECLARATION”), THE PREMISES BEING 
MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
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FOLLOWS:
ALL OF UNIT NO. 2 (THE “UNIT”) AS 
DESCRIBED IN THE DECLARATION 
OF CONDOMINIUM OWNERSHIP AND 
COVENANT, EASEMENTS AND RESTRIC-
TIONS, AND AS SHOWN ON THE PLAT 
OF CONDOMINIUM, FOR LINCOLN 
TOWER MIXED USE CONDOMINIUM, 
A CONDOMINIUM (THE “PLAT OF 
CONDOMINIUM”) THAT IS RECORDED IN 
THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS ON AUGUST 6, 2010 
AS DOCUMENT NUMBER 2010R26399; 
TOGETHER WITH THE UNIT S INTEREST 
IN ALL COMMON ELEMENTS AND 
LIMITED COMMON ELEMENTS OF THE 
CONDOMINIUM AS DESCRIBED IN THE 
DECLARATION AND SHOWN ON THE 
PLAT OF CONDOMINIUM; AND
TOGETHER WITH, A NON-EXCLUSIVE 
EASEMENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF UNIT 
2 RECORDED MARCH 31, 2003 AS 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 2003R17397. FOR 
THE PURPOSES OF PERMITTING EXIST-
ING BALCONIES WHICH HAVE BEEN IN 
PLACE SINCE CIRCA 1965 TO REMAIN 
AND BE MAINTAINED IN THEIR PRESENT 
LOCATION OVER AND ABOVE THE THIRD 
STREET RIGHT OF WAY IMMEDIATELY 
EAST AND ADJACENT TO LOT 62 OF 
THE ASSESSOR S SUBDIVISION OF 
THE NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 33, AND PART OF 
THE WEST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 
16 NORTH. RANGE 5 WEST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN;
EXCEPT ANY INTEREST IN THE COAL, 
OIL, GAS AND OTHER MINERALS UN-
DERLYING THE LAND WHICH HAVE BEEN 
HERETOFORE CONVEYED OR RESERVED 
IN PRIOR CONVEYANCES, AND ALL 
RIGHTS AND EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF SAID COAL, OIL, GAS 
AND OTHER MINERALS, IF ANY.
ALL BEING SITUATED IN THE COUNTY 
OF SANGAMON AND THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.
APN/Parcel ID(s): 14-34.0-154-028
520 South Second Street
Springfield, IL 62701
The Judgment amount was: 
$22,725,010.57 plus attorneys’ fees as 
of September 12, 2025 in the amount 
of $119,380.96 together with additional 
interest accrued after June 20, 2025 
and reasonable advances to protect the 
lien of the judgment and preserve the 
subject real estate.
Sale terms: Cash or certified funds at 
the time of sale in the amount of not 
less than ten percent 10% of the highest 
bid with the balance to be paid within 
twenty-four (24) hours of the sale.
The subject property is subject to real 
estate taxes, special assessments or 
special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “as is” condition.  The 
sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
The real estate is improved with a com-
mercial building.  
If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be en-
titled only to a return of the deposit paid.  
The purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Mortgagor, the 
Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate 
of Sale, which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after Confir-
mation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of 
the property.  Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the Court file to 
verify all information.
For information: Examine the court file 

or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Thomas C. Pavlik, Jr., Delano Law Of-
fices, LLC, 1 Southeast Old State Capitol 
Plaza, Springfield, Illinois 62701.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, 
January 20, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, third floor, 
Municipal Center West, 300 S. Seventh 
Street, Springfield, Illinois, a public 
hearing will be held to consider an an-
nexation for the property located at part 
of 6220 Canadian Cross Drive at parcel 
22-34.0-100-034. The annexation con-
sists of territory legally described as fol-
lows:  Part of the West Half of the West 
Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 
34, Township 15 North, Range 5 West 
of the Third Principal Meridian, being 
references to the centerline of survey 
and plans of interstate 55 between 
Springfield and Litchfield described as 
follows: Commencing at the Northeast 
corner of the West half. West half, 
Northwest quarter of said section 34. 
Thence South 01 degrees 34 minutes 
08 seconds East 487.08 feet along the 
East line of said West half, West half, 
Northwest quarter to the point of begin-
ning; thence along a non-tangent curve 
having a radius of 411.00 feet, an arc 
length of 64.81 feet and a chord which 
bears North 40 degrees 55 minutes 
12 seconds West, 64.74 feet along the 
westerly right-of way of said interstate 
highway 55; thence South 88 degrees 
29 minutes 38 seconds West, 153.00 
feet; thence South 01 degrees 06 min-
utes 36 seconds West, 357.58 feet to a 
point on the Easterly right-of-way line of 
the frontage road adjacent to interstate 
highway 55; thence continuing along 
said Easterly right-of-way line, along a 
non-tangent curve having a radius of 
788.51 feet, an arc length of 118.88 
feet and a chord which bears South 58 
degrees 55 minutes 04 seconds East 
118.56 feet; thence continuing along 
said Easterly right-of-way South 59 
degrees 44 minutes 04 seconds East, 
130.58 feet; thence North 01 degrees 
34 minutes 08 seconds West, 439.80 
feet, to the point of beginning containing 
85,487 square feet, 1.9625 acres more 
or less.

ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE Wishing to 
avail themselves of the provisions under 
the Self-Service Storage Facility Act, the 
below storage facility gives notice of the 
sale under said act; Thursday the 29th 
day of January, 2026 at 10:00 AM, on 
that day will conduct a sale to the high-
est bidder, with bidding to take place on 
lockerfox.com, and payment to seller via 
credit/debit card, the contents of spaces 
10 Federal Storage, 2225 J David Jones 
Pkwy, Springfield, IL, 62703 (217) 
600-2778 Valorie Hanshaw 535. Kim 
Rae 551. Kaylee Bileck 777. Michael 
Wilcox 716/717. Rachel Loveless 406. 
joe Marada 353. Jesse Granger 500. 
Lindsay Twyford 462. Brandi Peebles 
390. DALTON INGRAM 308/297. Kaleb 
Edwards 111. Donte Hester 115. Bob-
bijo Bodine 292. James Cantrell 737. 
Vanessa Powell 361. Kim Rae 624/589. 
Marquis Mason 203. Robyn e Wade 
575; 10 Federal Storage, 3500 South 
6th Street, Springfield, IL, 62703 (217) 
387-3951 Rhonda Wright A25/A26/
A27. Cynthia Davis A3. Nyesha Jackson 
B205/B206; 10 Federal Storage, 500 
W Browning Rd, Springfield, IL, 62703 
(217) 339-3865 Kristin Carter 15A. 
James Huff 266E. Erica Moore 203D. 
Nichole Tennison 261E/262E. Tina Wil-
son 86B. Kristen Carter 14A. Tyler Hahn 
104B. Faith Lewis 4A. Krystin Townsend 
280e; 10 Federal Storage, 900 E 

Straight St, Springfield, IL, 62703 (217) 
286-1550 Marlene Williams 248. Jes-
sica Henry 218. Willie Wardlow E346/
E347. Jasmine Bell 116. Tyler Lester 36. 
Sue Beach 124. Van Converse 160

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,
FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE 
OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,
Plaintiff,
v.
CLUB CAR WASH LINCOLNSHIRE, LLC, 
ET AL.,
Defendants.
Case Number: 2025ED000005
PUBLICATION NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, defendants, that this case has 
been commenced in this Court against 
you and other defendants, asking for 
judgment as to the determination of just 
compensation for certain real property 
legally described in Exhibits A and B, 
and for other relief. (See attached legal 
description if applicable.)
EXHIBIT A
DESCRIPTION OF RIGHT OF WAY
F.A.P. ROUTE 666 (BL-55/6TH ST)
SECTION (110X-5) WRS, N, SW
JOB NO. R-96-003-10
PARCEL 6030111
SANGAMON COUNTY
STA. 20+97.59 TO STA. 22+39.26
CLUB CAR WASH LINCOLNSHIRE, 
LLC, A DELAWARE LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY
TAX PARCEL NUMBER: 22-15.0-326-003
ADDRESS: 1001 LINCOLNSHIRE BLVD., 
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62711
Part of Lot 1 of the Final Plat of Club 
Carwash Minor Subdivision in the 
East Half of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 15, Township 15 North, Range 
5 West of the Third Principal Meridian 
in Sangamon County, Illinois further 
described as:
Commencing at an iron pin at the 
northwest corner of said Lot 1 with 
said point being on the existing easterly 
curved right of way of F.A.P. Route 666 
(Bus I-55/South Sixth St); thence along 
said easterly right of way on a curve to 
the right with a radius of 5,830.00 feet 
through a central angle of 00 degrees 
40 minutes 31 seconds having a chord 
distance of 68.70 feet bearing South 05 
degrees 10 minutes 15 seconds East an 
arc distance of 68.70 feet to a point of 
curvature being the point of beginning; 
thence on a curve to the left with a 
radius of 198.00 feet through a central 
angle of 16 degrees 12 minutes 08 sec-
onds having a chord distance of 55.80 
feet bearing South 46 degrees 48 min-
utes 40 seconds East an arc distance of 
55.99 feet; thence South 35 degrees 45 
minutes 16 seconds West 9.00 feet to 
a point of curvature; thence on a curve 
to the left with a radius of 207.00 feet 
through a central angle of 33 degrees 
06 minutes 02 seconds having a chord 
distance of 117.93 feet bearing South 
71 degrees 26 minutes 01 second East 
an arc distance of 119.59 feet to the 
existing northerly right of way line of 
Lincolnshire Blvd.; thence South 88 
degrees 30 minutes 29 seconds West 
65.64 feet along said northerly right of 
way line to a point of curvature; thence 
continuing along said northerly right of 
way on a curve to the right with a radius 
of 133.50 feet through a central angle 
of 34 degrees 42 minutes 50 seconds 
having a chord distance of 79.65 feet 
bearing North 74 degrees 09 minutes 
03 seconds West an arc distance of 
80.88 feet to a point of curvature on the 

existing easterly curved right of way of 
F.A.P. Route 666 (Bus I-55/South Sixth 
St); thence along said easterly right of 
way on a curve to the left with a radius 
of 5,830.00 feet through a central angle 
of 00 degrees 37 minutes 16 seconds 
having a chord distance of 63.20 feet 
bearing North 04 degrees 31 minutes 22 
seconds West an arc distance of 63.20 
feet to the point of beginning containing 
0.072 acres (3,151 square feet).
The said Real Estate being also shown 
by the plat hereto attached and made a 
part hereof.
Bearings and distances are based on the 
Illinois State Plane Coordinate System 
NAD83 (1997) – West Zone.
EXHIBIT B
DESCRIPTION OF TEMPORARY EASE-
MENT
F.A.P. ROUTE 666 (BL-55/6TH ST)
SECTION (110X-5) WRS, N, SW
JOB NO. R-96-003-10
PARCEL 6030111TE
SANGAMON COUNTY
STA. 21+28.48 TO STA. 24+53.17
CLUB CAR WASH LINCOLNSHIRE, 
LLC, A DELAWARE LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY
PURPOSE OF EASEMENT: GRADING & 
SHAPING
TAX PARCEL NUMBER: 22-15.0-326-003
ADDRESS: 1001 LINCOLNSHIRE BLVD., 
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62711
Part of Lot 1 of the Final Plat of Club 
Carwash Minor Subdivision in the 
East Half of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 15, Township 15 North, Range 
5 West of the Third Principal Meridian 
in Sangamon County, Illinois further 
described as:
Beginning at an iron pin at the north-
west corner of said Lot 1 with said 
point being on the existing easterly 
curved right of way of F.A.P. Route 666 
(Bus I-55/South Sixth St); thence North 
88 degrees 30 minutes 29 seconds 
East 53.16 along the south line of 
the Vacation of 6th Street Frontage 
Road by Ordinance No. 200-06-2020; 
thence North 43 degrees 31 minutes 
32 seconds East 70.73 feet to the north 
line of said Southwest Quarter; thence 
South 01 degree 29 minutes 31 seconds 
East 45.00 feet; thence South 88 
degrees 30 minutes 29 seconds West 
31.35 feet parallel with said south line; 
thence South 56 degrees 00 minutes 56 
seconds West 27.92 feet; thence South 
88 degrees 30 minutes 29 seconds 
West 37.57 feet parallel with said south 
line to a point of curvature; thence on 
a curve to the right with a radius of 
5,840.00 feet through a central angle of 
00 degrees 37 minutes 24 seconds hav-
ing a chord distance of 63.54 feet bear-
ing South 05 degrees 05 minutes 30 
seconds East an arc distance of 63.54 
feet to a point of curvature; thence 
on a curve to the left with a radius of 
193.00 feet through a central angle 
of 14 degrees 42 minutes 22 seconds 
having a chord distance of 49.40 feet 
bearing South 49 degrees 03 minutes 
41 seconds East an arc distance of 
49.54 feet; thence South 35 degrees 45 
minutes 16 seconds West 9.00 feet to 
a point of curvature; thence on a curve 
to the left with a radius of 202.00 feet 
through a central angle of 29 degrees 
44 minutes 43 seconds having a chord 
distance of 103.70 feet bearing South 
71 degrees 11 minutes 25 seconds East 
an arc distance of 104.87 feet; thence 
North 88 degrees 30 minutes 39 sec-
onds East 22.93 feet parallel with the 
existing centerline of Lincolnshire Blvd.; 
thence South 87 degrees 32 minutes 43 
seconds East 149.90 feet; thence South 
84 degrees 51 minutes 14 seconds East 
54.63 feet to the east line of said Lot 
1; thence South 01 degree 28 minutes 
27 seconds East 5.52 feet along said 

east line to a point of curvature on the 
existing northerly curved right of way 
line of Lincolnshire Blvd.; thence along 
said northerly right of way on a curve 
to the right with a radius of 915.50 feet 
through a central angle of 03 degrees 
12 minutes 18 seconds having a chord 
distance of 51.20 feet bearing North 84 
degrees 58 minutes 42 seconds West 
an arc distance of 51.21 feet to a point 
of curvature;
thence continuing along said northerly 
right of way on a curve to the left with 
a radius of 1,084.50 feet through a 
central angle of 08 degrees 06 minutes 
41 seconds having a chord distance of 
153.40 feet bearing North 87 degrees 
26 minutes 37 seconds West an arc dis-
tance of 153.53 feet; thence South 88 
degrees 30 minutes 29 seconds West 
16.40 feet along said northerly right of 
way line to a point of curvature; thence 
on a curve to the right with a radius 
of 207.00 feet through a central angle 
of 33 degrees 06 minutes 02 seconds 
having a chord distance of 117.93 feet 
bearing North 71 degrees 26 minutes 
01 second West an arc distance of 
119.59 feet; thence North 35 degrees 
45 minutes 16 seconds East 9.00 feet to 
a point of curvature; thence on a curve 
to the right with a radius of 198.00 feet 
through a central angle of 16 degrees 
12 minutes 08 seconds having a chord 
distance of 55.80 feet bearing North 46 
degrees 48 minutes 40 seconds West 
an arc distance of 55.99 feet to a point 
of curvature on the existing easterly 
curved right of way of F.A.P. Route 666 
(Bus I-55/South Sixth St); thence along 
said easterly right of way on a curve to 
the left with a radius of 5,830.00 feet 
through a central angle of 00 degrees 
40 minutes 31 seconds having a chord 
distance of 68.70 feet bearing North 05 
degrees 10 minutes 15 seconds West an 
arc distance of 68.70 feet to the point of 
beginning containing 0.094 acres (4,106 
square feet).
The said Real Estate being also shown 
by the plat hereto attached and made a 
part hereof.
Bearings and distances are based on the 
Illinois State Plane Coordinate System 
NAD83 (1997) – West Zone.sd
UNLESS YOU file your appearance in this 
case in the Office of the Clerk of this 
Court at the Sangamon County Court-
house, 200 S 9th St. #405, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701, on or before February 11, 
2026, A JUDGMENT OR DECREE BY DE-
FAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU FOR 
THE RELIEF ASKED IN THE COMPLAINT.
Witness: December 29, 2025
(Clerk of the Circuit Court)
By: Joseph B. Roesch
Name: Julie Beyers
Attorney for: Plaintiff
Address: 601 East William Street
City, State, Zip: Decatur, IL 62523
Telephone: (217) 422-1719
Email: juliebeyers@hsbattys.com
8051-960915

Publication notice
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
CALVARY MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH, UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendant(s).	
No.  25-MR-598
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO,  Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, that a complaint 

has been filed in the above named court 
on December 22, 2025 for demolition 
of the structure or structures located 
on the real estate commonly known as 
829 S. 17th St, Springfield, Illinois, and 
legally described as:
LOT 9 IN BLOCK OF J.H. SPEAR’S 
SECOND ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 
SPRINGFIELD
(Permanent Parcel No. 14-35.0-306-
016); 
and for other relief.
UNLESS Calvary Missionary Baptist 
Church, Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants FILE an answer or 
otherwise file an appearance in this 
case in the office of the clerk of this 
court, Room 405 Sangamon County 
Building, 200 South Ninth Street, Spring-
field, IL  62701, on or before February 
9, 2026, A JUDGMENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AT ANY 
TIME AFTER THAT DAY FOR THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED IN THE COMPLAINT.
/s/ Joe Roesch
Clerk of Court
Gregory E. Moredock
Corporation Counsel
Kateah McMasters ARDC #6309668
Assistant Corporation Counsel
Attorneys for Plaintiff
800 E. Monroe, Room 327
Springfield, IL 62701-1653
(217) 789-2375
kateah.mcmasters@springfield.il.us

NOTICE UNDER ASSUMED BUSINESS 
NAME ACT
Notice is hereby given that on the 22nd 
day of December, 2025, a Certificate of 
Ownership of Business was filed in the 
Office of the County Clerk of Sangamon 
County, stating that:
Mariah Warren
intend to transact, or are transacting 
business in Sangamon County, State of 
Illinois, under the fictitious name to wit:
Cornerstone Caregiving East LLC
and that they are the sole owner(s) 
and proprietor(s) of said business, and 
the principle place of said business is 
located at:
3171 Greenhead Dr., Springfield IL 
62711

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
CHATEAU WEST CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION,
Plaintiff,
v.
MARCIA A. MYERS, CAPITAL ONE 
BANK, N.A., DISCOVER BANK, MARY 
SUE CLARK, and the UNITED STATES 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, and 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, OCCUPANTS, and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants. 
Case No. 2024-FC-116
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT, 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered in the above entitled cause, the 
Sangamon County Sheriff’s Office will, 
on January 20, 2026, at the hour of 9:00 
a.m., in the Sangamon County Building, 
900 S. Ninth St., Rm. 223, Springfield, 
IL 62701, sell to the highest bidder for 
cash or certified funds, the follow-
ing described real property (the “Real 
Property”):
Apartment 3 and the related common 
areas of property described as follows:
The South 218 Feet of the West 224.53 
Feet of the East 264.53 Feet of the 
South 6.55 Acres of Lot Six (6), Temple 
Hill Subdivision in the West Half, South-
west Quarter (SW ¼), Section Twenty-
nine (29), Township Sixteen (16) North, 
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Range Five (5) West, Third Principal 
Meridian, Springfield, Illinois. 
P.l.N.: 14-29.0-352-015. 
Commonly known as 1910 Jeanette 
Lane, Apartment 3, Springfield, Illinois 
62702.
The Real Property is a condominium 
unit. The purchaser of the unit other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by subdivi-
sions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the 
Condominium Property Act.
Sale terms: At sale, the successful bidder 
must have 10% down by certified funds 
or cash, with the balance due within 24 
hours, also by certified funds or cash. No 
refunds will be made. The Real Property 
will be sold AS IS. The Real Property will 
not be open for inspection. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.
For information, please contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Ryan D. Byers, Rammelkamp 
Bradney, P.C., 232 West State Street, 
Jacksonville, IL 62650. Phone: (217) 
245-6177. Attorney Ryan D. Byers is not 
required to provide additional informa-
tion other than that set forth in this 
notice of sale. 
Dated: December 12, 2025
CHATEAU WEST CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION, Plaintiff
BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C., its 
attorneys
BY:  /s/ Ryan D. Byers
Ryan D. Byers, Counsel

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Re: the marriage of
Belinda Marshall, Petitioner
And
Jhon T. Scott, Respondent
Case No. 2025-DN-000267
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Notice is given you, Jhon T. Scott, 
Respondent herein, that this cause 
has been commenced against you in 
this court asking for a dissolution of 
marriage and other relief. Unless you 
file your response or otherwise file your 
appearance in this cause in the office of 
the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, 
in Springfield, Illinois on or before the 
15th day of February, 2026, a judgment 
of dissolution of marriage and other 
relief may be granted as prayed for in 
the Petition.
Joseph B. Roesch
Circuit Clerk

Advertisement for Bid
Lincoln Land Community College (LLCC) 
invites qualified ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 
to submit sealed bids to furnish all labor 
& material to complete requirements of 
bidding for MASTER PLAN IMPLEMENTA-
TION – PHASE A2 ASBESTOS ABATE-
MENT OF SANGAMON HALL.
Sealed bids must be delivered to the 
attention of MR. TIM ERVIN, Director of 
Construction & EHS, Lincoln Land Com-
munity College, Construction & EHS Of-
fice – Mason Hall, 5250 Shepherd Road, 
Springfield, IL 62794-9256 (Southeast 
corner of the LLCC Main Campus), on or 
before THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2026, at 
2:00 PM Central Standard Time (CST), at 
which time the bids will be opened and 
read aloud.  Faxed or e-mailed bids will 
not be accepted.  Vendors are respon-
sible for ensuring that bids are received 
by the above office prior to the deadline.  
Bids received after the deadline will not 
be considered.  Contractors who have 
submitted a bid are invited, but not 

required, to attend the bid opening.
All Contracts for the Construction of 
Public Works are subject to the Illinois 
Prevailing Wage Act (820 ILCS 130/) and 
the Drug Free Workplace Act (30 ILCS 
580/). All contractors and subcontrac-
tors shall demonstrate experience on 
projects of similar size and type.  While 
this project is not administered by the 
Capital Development Board all contrac-
tors must be pre-qualified with the CDB 
for a minimum of 45 days.
All contractor contact and questions 
regarding any matter concerning this 
Invitation to Bid must be submitted in 
writing to FARMER ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES, LLC, 108 EMERALD HILLS 
DRIVE, EDWARDSVILLE, IL 62025, BY 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 2026. Submit-
tals of questions may be emailed to 
WYNTER@FARMERENV.COM, please 
put “MASTER PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 
– PHASE A2 ASBESTOS ABATEMENT OF 
SANGAMON HALL” in the subject line.)  
No questions will be addressed after 
2:00 PM (CST), ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 
30, 2026. 
Other questions regarding the bid docu-
ments will be addressed at a mandatory 
pre bid meeting/site visit for contractors, 
which shall begin promptly at 11:00 
AM, TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2026, at 
MASON HALL, CONFERENCE ROOM, on 
the LLCC main campus.  Failure to be 
present when the meeting begins may 
result in the bidder being disqualified.  
Contractors should have any sub-
contractors present at the mandatory 
pre-bid meeting who may wish to view 
the site.  Further information concerning 
the specifications of this invitation to 
bid resulting from questions submitted, 
either in writing or resulting from the 
pre bid meeting/site visit, will be com-
municated in the form of an addendum.  
E-mail or verbal responses to questions 
are not a part of the bid documents and 
only formal addendum will govern.
Bid Documents will be available to 
qualified contractors from the offices of 
FARMER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, 
LLC on or after MONDAY, JANUARY 19, 
2026.  Qualified contractors may obtain 
documents by depositing $50 per set, 
refundable upon return of documents in 
good condition within one week of Bid 
Due Date.  The Central Illinois Builders’ 
Non-Cash Security Method for request 
of documents will be accepted on this 
project, as well.
The bidder shall furnish a bid deposit in 
the amount of 5% of the amount bid in 
the form of a certified check, cashier’s 
check, or bid bond, made payable to 
Lincoln Land Community College.
The Lincoln Land Community  College, in 
accordance with the provisions of Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 
252, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) 
and the Regulations, hereby notifies all 
bidders that it will affirmatively ensure 
that any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, all contractors will 
be afforded full opportunity to submit 
bids in response to this invitation and 
will not be discriminated against on 
the grounds of the owner’s race, color, 
national origin, sex, age, disability, 
income-level, or LEP in consideration for 
an award.
LLCC reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids, to waive any informalities 
in the bids received, or to permit timely 
correction of minor deficiencies in bids 
whenever such rejection or waiver is in 
the interest of LLCC and to accept the 
bid or bids being most favorable to LLCC 
after all bids have been examined and 
evaluated.

Ground rule sorts  Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 927 Puzzle answers 
from this week 

will appear here 
next week

Crossword answers from #926

Sudoku answers from #926

JoshJosh answers from #926

JoshJosh  by J. Reynolds - No. 927
Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column, 
and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the 
target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

Difficulty medium

Sudoku  No. 927
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

Difficulty hard
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