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When you travel to Lebanon to 
experience its history and culture, 
you don’t need a passport or plane 
reservations – that is if you head to the 
town 86 miles south of Springfield, not 
the Middle East. 

Like its namesake, Lebanon, Illinois, 
long has drawn travelers. Since its 
founding in 1814, the town of 4,250 
on a popular route to St. Louis has had 
countless guests, including Charles 

Dickens, who stayed at the Mermaid 
House Inn in 1842. 

Built by a retired sea captain who 
claimed to have seen mermaids in the 
ocean, the Mermaid House is open 
now only on special occasions or by 
appointment. But Lebanon offers lots 
of other treasures such as historic sites, 
a restored trolley, an art gallery/shop 
featuring the work of 85 regional artists, 
unique stores lining brick-paved St. Louis 

Street, interesting restaurants and the 
McKendree University campus.

The Chamber of Commerce sponsors 
events nearly every weekend from April 
to December, and a local playhouse and 
McKendree’s Hett Center for the Arts 
ensure plenty of entertainment options. 
Some popular upcoming events are a fall 
festival on Oct. 7, car cruise on Oct. 14 
and Victorian Holiday on Nov. 17 and 18.

 One annual gathering is Witches’ 

Exploring Lebanon, 
full of surprises

Follow Charles Dickens to McKendree and the Mermaid House
Story and photos by Mary Bohlen

Period furnishings abound in Lebanon’s Mermaid House Inn, where Charles Dickens once stayed. It was built in 1830 by a 
retired sea captain who claimed to have seen mermaids. Wooden pegs hold hand-hewn oak beams in place and most of the 
floors are original. 
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Night Out on Oct. 29, which started 
as an adult women’s event for early 
Christmas shopping and has evolved into 
a family dress-up night. “If you are into 
Halloween, this is your event,” says Carrie 
Christ of the Chamber of Commerce.

Greg Peterson of the Lebanon 
Historical Society says it is unclear why 
the town was named for the country but 
suggests founders picked the foreign 
name just as other towns in southern 
Illinois such as Vienna and Cairo did. 
Peterson also explains that Dickens 
arrived from St. Louis by stagecoach and 
later wrote about Lebanon in his book 
American Notes. 

The Mermaid House is not the only 
historical structure worth a look. Some 
residents have restored a trolley similar 
to one that ran from Lebanon to St. Louis 
while others are raising money to create 
a town museum in the old newspaper 
office.

One old home on St. Louis Street is 
the Tiadaghton House, built in 1912 by 
a doctor to serve as his office and home. 
Today it houses art from 85 artists and 
antiques collected by owners Jim and 
Holly Lovell. 

Holly says she had always wanted 
to run a store while traveling the world 
for Jim’s 28-year military career. She 
collected items from many countries 
and didn’t want a “boring antique store.”  
The couple carefully planned their 
post-retirement retail life and settled on 
Lebanon after falling in love with the 
area.

Previous owners had just refurnished 
the house to period so, with its 11 rooms 
and hallways, it was a natural fit for 
different art forms. “We tried to have 
every medium we could come up with,” 
Holly says, adding they seek to collect 
real art and not crafty items.

The art includes paintings, woodwork, 

 Visitors to Lebanon, Illinois, can step inside a restored trolley not 
far from downtown. Trolleys ran between the town and St. Louis.

The Mermaid House Inn, built in 1830, still stands in 
Lebanon.

Lebanon history buffs are raising money to 
open a community museum in the town’s 
former newspaper office. The building still 
has several linotype machines, original 
wooden shelving and other artifacts.
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pottery, jewelry, cards, quilts, soap and 
even handcrafted candy. Two artists are 
in residence on many days.  Jim loves 
collecting antiques, so has scattered 
some throughout the building and 
concentrated more in the coach house 
out back.

The Lovells say they get customers 
from all over and lots of repeat ones. 
Mike Wolf from the TV show “American 
Pickers” has visited six times. The 

Tiadaghton House celebrated its 10th 
anniversary in early September, making it 
the longest running of any retail store in 
town, according to the Lovells.

Another unique shop on St. Louis 
Street is Minerva’s, where owner Donelle 
Gress urges customers to “discover your 
inner goddess.” Started eight years ago, 
Minerva’s offers women’s clothing from 
throughout the United States and Europe 
and custom-made jewelry. Her weekly 

live Facebook sessions draw people 
nationwide.

 “Fashion has been my passion 
forever,” Gress says, and named her shop 
for the goddess of creativity, commerce 
and wisdom.

Other stores sell antiques, books and 
gifts. Popular downtown restaurants 
include the Gasthaus, the Lantern, and 
Grit and Tonic, a speakeasy-type bar that 
opens only on Friday and Saturday nights 
in a nondescript storefront reminiscent 
of Prohibition places. Unfortunately, a 
popular soda shop has closed.

Also on the brick street is the 
Looking Glass Playhouse, the local 
theater company that offers productions 
September through May. Fall offerings 
include Grease and Murder on the Orient 
Express. Dickens’ A Christmas Carol is 
an annual event in December in a nod to 
Lebanon’s famous visitor.

Other entertainment options are 
available at McKendree University, one 
of the oldest colleges in Illinois. The 
Hett Center for the Arts opened in 2006 
for theater and music performances, 
replacing an old gym. “This was 
a quantum leap in terms of space, 
technology and audience space,” Director 
Michelle Radke Magnussen says of the 
479-seat venue.

In addition to student theater, music 
and dance performances, the Hett hosts 
10 outside touring companies a year. Fall 
offerings include the Wee Heavies Celtic 
a capella group on Oct. 6, the Fabulous 
Thunderbirds blues and rock band on 
Oct. 20, the Music of Billy Joel and Elton 
John on Nov. 10 and Give ’Em Hell, 
Harry! with Clifton Truman Daniel, the 
late president’s grandson, on Nov. 17.

Magnussen says the annual free 
performance by the USAF Band of Mid-
America from nearby Scott Air Force 
Base will pack the place for shows Dec. 8 
and 9 – one more reason to hit the road 
instead of the skies to visit Lebanon.

For more information about Lebanon, 
go to https://chamber@lebanonil.us. 

Mary Bohlen, a Springfield resident and 
former UIS journalism professor, enjoys 
traveling to hidden gems and writing 
about them.

Holly Lovell, co-owner of the Tiadaghton House in Lebanon, shows one of the 
rooms in her art gallery/shop. Housed in a restored 1902 home, the Tiadaghton 
features the work of 85 regional artists.
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More pickleball 
courts on the way

By Ed Wojcicki

Indoor pickleball courts at both of Springfield’s YMCAs are in steady use by all ages. “On any given day you can find 
members in their 70s and 80s playing against high school students,” says Lou Bart, communications director. “And 
we are continuing to look for ways to expand the Y pickleball experience with more tournaments, product demos and 
instruction.” PHOTO BY ZACH ADAMS, 1221 PHOTOGRAPHY

The explosion of interest in pickleball 
in Springfield could see the number of 
available courts nearly double in the 
foreseeable future, with the opening of the 
Premier Pickleball Center late this fall and 
the possibility of adding a dozen or more 
outdoor courts at Centennial Park next 
year.

“Springfield’s biggest need has been 
indoor play space, particularly during cold 
weather months,” says Jack Handy, who 
founded the Springfield Pickleball Club 
in 2012, the same year that eight outdoor 
courts replaced former tennis courts at Iles 
Park. Both the club and local interest in 

the game have enjoyed continued growth 
since then.

Enter the Premier Pickleball Center, 
scheduled to open in Springfield in late 
November this year. Its indoor facility will 
be heated in the winter and have large 
garage doors that open, providing good 
airflow in the summer. Its developers are 
Mike Fox, a local business owner and avid 
pickleball player, and his wife, Angela. 
They found the game to be addictive 
and decided to build Springfield’s first 
dedicated indoor pickleball facility on 
Constitution Drive behind Target in a 
business-industrial area.

“There are more people playing every 
day,” Fox says. “The most frustrating thing 
as a player, once you start, you go to play, 
and you can’t get on a court.”

Pickleball is a paddle sport that 
combines elements of badminton, tennis 
and ping-pong. The court is about half the 
length of a tennis court (44 feet vs. 78 feet 
for a tennis court), a few feet narrower, 
and the net a few inches lower. The paddle 
makes a distinctive popping sound when it 
strikes the hard plastic ball. 

Fox and his wife have been playing 
pickleball for five years and are enthusiastic 
about the local pickleball community. They 
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started playing as couples in Duncan Park. 
“It really is an addiction,” he says. “It’s a 
great workout. You’re moving a lot; you 
work up a sweat. I can’t think of anything 
else for our age where it’s competitive, you 
get a great workout and it’s fun. There is 
also the social aspect to it that is almost 
missed with a lot of sports. You’re out with 
people you like, you’re hanging out and 
you get that social interaction that we all 
need.”

Their 10 indoor courts will be in two 
different buildings (five courts each), 
with three outdoor courts between them 
and two more at the back of the parking 
lot. The facility, which is to be available 
for members only and their guests, will 
have a semi-cushioned premium surface, 
special lighting, the best nets available and 
a 29-foot ceiling, Fox says. It will also have 
restrooms and vending machines. 

Everything will be automated. Members 
will reserve court times using an app, 
and they will receive a code to enter the 
building and use their assigned court. 

With the automated center open 18 hours 
a day for a pickleball community that 
cares about quality facilities, Fox does not 
believe it will be necessary to have staff 
on site all the time. He does anticipate 
the center offering instruction classes 
and hosting leagues (for members) and 
possibly some tournaments in addition to 
open play every day.

Construction was just beginning as 
this article went to press, with Fox hoping 
it will be open by the end of November. 
Fox says bigger cities such as St. Louis 
have dedicated indoor pickleball facilities, 
but he is unaware of any others in central 
Illinois. 

Indoor pickleball is offered locally at 
the two YMCA facilities, the Salvation 
Army (formerly Gold’s Gym) on East 
Clear Lake, and with a few removable 
nets at the Springfield Racquet and 
Fitness Center. Availability varies at these 
locations by time of day and day of the 
week. The Springfield YMCA has two 
courts at its west side branch and three at 

Premier Pickleball Center plans 10 indoor courts, in two buildings (five each), 
plus five outdoor courts. PHOTO COURTESY PREMIER

Plans are for the indoor pickleball facility to have large garage doors that can 
open, providing good airflow in the summer.
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the downtown branch. Sports director Alex 
Brown says the demand for those courts is 
always high, especially in the mornings.

Derek Harms, executive director of 
the Springfield Park District, applauds 
the relationship the park district has with 
the local pickleball community. “We 
have worked closely with the Springfield 
Pickleball Club for many years,” he 
says. “This is a critical partnership that 
has facilitated the development of 14 
pickleball courts [at Iles and Duncan 
parks], instruction classes, league play and 
tournaments throughout our community.”

Both Harms and Handy mentioned 
discussions about expanding into 
Centennial Park, with Handy saying there 
could be 12 courts initially and plans for 20 
courts. No announcement has been made 
about when this might happen, but Handy 
said it could be in 2024. If the anticipated 
public and private court growth continues 
– Piper Glen opened some courts for its 
members this summer – the number of 
courts in Springfield could increase to 
more than 50 in the near future.

Fox and Handy agree that pickleball is 
a social event for many as well as exercise 
or athletic competition. Fox and his wife 
play with friends and hang out, and a 
recent Facebook post of the Springfield 
Pickleball Club shows a group of women 
and the words: “These ladies know how to 
beat the heat. 1. Play early. 2. Drink a few 
margaritas. 3. Go to Barbie movie. Next!”

Handy, whose club has grown to 
more than 400 members, believes there 
is demand for the expansion that is 
occurring. He sees people waiting to play 
while courts are full and a growing number 
of younger people interested in playing, 
while enthusiasm among older people 
remains high.

The Premier Pickleball 
Center has launched a website 
(premierepickleballcenter.com) with more 
details and information about open play 
and memberships, which range from $30 
to $135 a month. 

Ed Wojcicki, formerly a full-time journalist, 
has been a freelance writer since 1979. He 
is retired from both University of Illinois 
Springfield and the Illinois Association of 
Chiefs of Police.
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Landscape architect Greg Pierceall started 
designing his “paradise garden” at his 
home in Springfield after he retired about 
10 years ago. A decade later, it is a sight, 
and a site, to behold. 

“A stretch of land that goes back 300 
feet from my house and was formerly 
vacant is now filled with hundreds of 
trees, shrubs, native grasses, flowers, 
herbs and veggies, as well as sitting and 
entertaining areas,” he says. “I turned 
what was once the garage into my atelier 
[studio], which also houses my reSource-
gallery and House+Garden collection of 
antique furnishings and accent pieces.” 

Pierceall’s passion for horticulture 
started at a young age. As a teenager living 
in Olympia Fields, south of Chicago, he 
worked for $2 an hour to save enough 
money to build his own greenhouse. At 
age 15, he began working for a landscape 
contractor. He then pursued education, 
earning his horticulture degree from 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 
followed by a graduate degree in 
landscape architecture from University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign. 

He was a professor of landscape 
architecture for a total of 35 years, and 
he is a professor emeritus of Purdue 
University, where he taught for 30 years. 
In 2006, he was hired by the University of 
Illinois to start a landscape architecture 
program in Oak Brook and teach at the 
Urbana-Champaign campus. During his 
time in the Chicago area, he designed the 
Smart Garden and Smart Home for the 

Museum of Science and Industry.
“I am a consummate educator,” says 

Pierceall. “I love teaching. I have a passion 
for designing environments both indoors 
and outdoors. I think of myself as a visual 
composer.” 

Pierceall explains that landscape 
architecture is not to be conflated 
with gardening. It is much more. “It is 
highly customized planning and design 
of healthy environments through site 
engineering, construction, drainage, 
roads. It’s the big picture. I always taught 

my students to ‘do no harm.’”
The landscape architecture blueprint 

created by Pierceall for his property was 
completed in phases and features various 
spaces (or “rooms”) and connectors. “You 
start with space planning by considering 
the structure and function of the space 
– the shade, sun, environment, drainage, 
pollinators and so on. The spaces need to 
function and flow well.”

As you walk along a gravel path 
through the garden, you will see busy bees 
and fluttering butterflies in the pollinator 

Always sowing, 
always growing

Greg Pierceall, landscape architect and retired professor, 
makes his home and garden in Springfield

By Jean Campbell    Photos by Rich Saal

Above: Pierceall designed a gravel garden with a firepit, and placed 
repurposed chairs around a glass table that he says reflects the sky and 
“brings it to the ground. Left: Pierceall in his “paradise garden” with his 
studio in the background.
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gardens, along with hummingbirds 
flittering around tubular flowers. It is 
nearly impossible to name everything, but 
you will also see pomegranate, olive and 
tomato plants, curly willows, horseradish, 
parsley, daffodils, bleeding hearts and 
spirea.

In addition to plantings, Pierceall 
incorporated a long barn-timber bench, 
his studio and a casual seating area with 
an antique English sundial. Toward the 
back of the property is an entertainment 
area with a glass-top table and firepit that 
is surrounded by lighting for evening 
gatherings. 

Pierceall’s advice for gardeners is to 
keep it simple, take things step-by-step, 
plant what you like (based on plant 
requirements, which you can Google) 
and provide good soil, light and plenty of 
water. 

“You cannot count on rain or 
a sprinkler,” he says. “Plants need 
concentrated watering to reach the deep 
roots. I water each of my plants for 10 
seconds with a hose. During very hot 
conditions, watering should be done daily. 
At the same time, roots need to breathe, 
so be careful not to overwater.”

He advises that pruning should be 
done in the autumn, not the summer. 
“In the fall you can see the structure 

of the plant and you want to retain the 
structure,” he explains. “If you have an 
overgrown shrub, cut out older stems so 
new stems can come up and have vigor 
inside. Over-pruning can destroy a plant’s 
growth.”

Pierceall is also an author. He has 
written numerous books on landscape 
design and interior flora design, as well as 

articles for green industry publications. 
He continues to lecture to groups, juries 
landscape projects from all over the world 
for an international organization and 
leads a group tour of Rome every summer. 
He was awarded the International Award 
of Distinction from the Association of 
Professional Landscape Designers in 
2003, as well as awards from the Illinois 
Landscape Contractors Association for 
Service in 2004 and Man of the Year in 
2008.

Pierceall loves sharing his knowledge. 
He offers free tours of his property 
at 1220 Governor on Fridays and 
Saturdays between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
No appointment is needed. He also plans 
to hold yard sales Oct. 6-7 and Nov. 
3-4. Check Facebook (House+Garden 
Springfield) for information on his tours, 
sales and educational programs or call 
him at 765-427-9326.

A final note. It’s interesting that 
Pierceall sprinkles his conversations with 
lots of “re” words, such as reuse, recycle, 
reset, repurpose and rejuvenation. So, 
REGEN seems a most appropriate vehicle 
to share his story.

Jean Campbell is a Springfield freelance 
writer who would love to grow a green 
thumb.

An Italian urn in the gravel gallery garden utilizes cut curly willow as  
an accent. 

Plants fill a weathered trough along the driveway in front of Pierceall’s 
studio and garage.
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From the garage studio, the view looks through a planter filled with herbs and mixed plants.

A gravel drive runs the length of landscape architect Greg Pierceall’s property, bordered by oak trees, boxwood, 
Karl Foerster grass, curly willow and mixed perennials. Pierceall’s landscape plan included a studio and garage 
of his own design.
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If you’re in your 50s and 60s with no 
retirement savings in sight, you’re far 
from alone. According to data from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s Survey of Income 
and Program Participation, 49% of 
adults 55-66 in 2017 had zero personal 
retirement savings.

But just because it’s common doesn’t 
make it OK – nor is it impossible to start 
accumulating that nest egg once you’re 
older than 50.

“Please catch yourself every time you 
say, ‘Oh, I can’t possibly do that,’” podcast 
host and financial expert Suze Orman 
wrote in AARP The Magazine. “I have a 

feeling that attitude is what got you to 
this point without any retirement savings. 
Enough. Please stand in your reality: 
Building more retirement security is both 
kind and necessary for you and your 
family. The more you’ll be able to support 
yourself, the less you’ll need to lean on 
loved ones, such as adult kids.”

Once you’ve decided you’ll try, here are 
some other steps you can take right now.

Evaluate your Social  
Security situation
Start with a hard look at your potential 
Social Security income, said Frank 

O’Connor, vice president of research at 
the trade association Insured Retirement 
Institute.

“A good first step would be to set up 
your free Social Security account at ssa.
gov. You can see estimates of your Social 
Security benefits at various retirement 
ages and then assess how long you can 
realistically expect to continue working 
to have a clear picture of your expected 
Social Security income.”

This assessment should motivate you 
to wait until the full retirement age of 70 
to begin collecting.

“The longer you wait to start benefits 

Over 50 with zero 
retirement savings? 

9 steps to take now
By Rose Kennedy

According to data from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Survey of Income and Program Participation, 49 percent of adults 55-66 in 
2017 had zero personal retirement savings. PHOTO TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
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the higher your payments,” O’Connor 
said. “Also find out how much pension 
income you can expect to receive, if 
any. Most private sector employees can 
no longer expect to receive pensions 
from their employers. Once you have a 
good idea of the income you can expect 
in retirement, it’s time to look on the 
expense side and realistically estimate 
how close your retirement income will be 
to your needs.”

Make a budget and identify  
ways to save
Instead of hoping the high-risk situation 
will solve itself, look at your spending 
and come up with a realistic budget 
that includes money for savings. It 
should include what you need for basic, 
nonnegotiable expenses like rent and 
insurance.

“Look very hard at any optional 
expenses such as recreation or eating 
out that you can cut down or eliminate,” 
Illinois-based certified financial planner 
Alexandra Baig said on the blog for 
Hometap, a Boston-based property 
investment company.

Create an emergency fund of six 
months of your monthly salary

“A lot of people make the mistake of 
entering retirement without emergency 
savings, assuming that unexpected 
circumstances where you or your 
loved ones may require urgent cash are 
behind them,” said Jonathan Dash, chief 
investment officer and founder of Dash 
Investments, on the WiserAdvisor blog.

 “However, retirement is as 
unpredictable as any other time in your 
life. And your late 50s and early 60s are a 
critical time to build emergency savings 
for your retirement if you do not have 
sufficient funds yet.”

Target six months of your monthly 
salary for this separate account, “stored 
in a place where it can grow and, at the 
same time, be easily accessible without 
incurring any penalties or lengthy 
procedures,” Dash said.

Put your home equity to work
When you don’t have ample retirement 
savings, you shouldn’t “tap your home 

equity to pay for school,” Orman wrote 
for AARP. “If you don’t have a retirement 
nest egg, you need to use your home 
equity for your future. Downsize today 
and you can invest your gain from the 
sale into retirement accounts.”

Limit new debts
“Debt after the age of 50 can be very 
tricky,” Dash said on WiserAdvisor. 
“The interest payment on your loans or 
credit cards can be detrimental to your 
retirement savings plan, especially if you 
are already running short of funds. It 
also disrupts your savings growth and 
forces you to shell out money that can 
otherwise be saved or invested.”

Older adults should strive to stop 
using credit cards, according to Baig. 
“Don’t put anything on a credit card that 
you cannot pay off in the same month 
to avoid wasting money paying high 
interest,” she said. “This will maximize 
how much money you can commit to 
retirement investments.”

Also, avoid incurring debt to help 
finance higher learning for a child or 
other relative.

“If you don’t have any retirement 
savings, you’re not to borrow one penny 
for a child’s college education,” said 
Orman, who is also the author of The 
Ultimate Retirement Guide for 50+.

Quit high-interest cards first
Note the annual percentage rate (APR) 
on each of your current credit cards. 
Joshua Mungavin, shareholder and 
financial planner at Evensky & Katz/
Foldes Financial Wealth Management, 
told Market Watch that if the APR is 
high, such as 20% or more, you should 
prioritize paying it down while amping 
up your retirement accounts. For lower 
APRs, such as those at 3% or 5%, 
continue repaying debt. It can be a lower 
priority.

Max any retirement account 
contributions through your 
workplace
“Your late 50s and early 60s is a great 
time to maximize your contributions 
for your workplace retirement account 
as well,” Dash said. “If you have a 401(k) 

account, a 403(b), or a 457 account, you 
can increase your contributions to the 
maximum limit allowed for the year. 
Contributing to these plans will help you 
put off taxes until withdrawal. Moreover, 
since workplace accounts allow an 
additional catch-up contribution to 
people over the age of 50, you can save 
up a substantial amount of money in 
your last few years before retirement.”

If you can’t get anywhere close to 
maximizing the allowable contribution 
of $22,500 in 2023, “at the very least, 
contribute the amount the employer 
will match,” Baig said to Hometap. “If 
you can live without the current tax 
deduction and your employer offers a 
Roth 401(k) option, contribute to that 
instead of the traditional.”

Don’t spend your retirement 
savings prematurely
When you can accumulate a nest egg, 
resist the temptation to start spending 
it ahead of retiring, Dash said, and not 
only because such early withdrawals can 
incur tax penalties.

“Withdrawing money prematurely 
can impact your financial discipline,” 
he said. “It interferes with your 
monetary routine and gives you a false 
sense of financial security that only 
lasts for a little while. The long-term 
consequences of withdrawing money 
from your retirement corpus sooner 
than necessary are far more serious. You 
may have to live a restricted lifestyle 
later or compromise on your wants in 
retirement. Your loved ones can also 
suffer, and you may have to borrow 
money in your golden years to stay 
afloat.”

Keep trying
If your analysis of your situation 
indicates a huge shortfall, don’t freeze.
“Look at where you can cut back today 
to start saving aggressively,” O’Connor 
said. “Some savings is always better than 
none.” 

Rose Kennedy writes for The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution. This article is 
distributed by Tribune Content Agency, 
LLC. 
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The Half Century of Progress, which bills 
itself as the “premier vintage farm show 
in the U.S.,” celebrated its 10th anniversary 
Aug. 24-27 in Rantoul, at the former 
Chanute Air Force Base, now the Rantoul 
Municipal Airport. The event shows 
visitors “what farming was like 50 years 
ago.” The theme this year was “Heritage 
Tractors,” reflecting on the family aspect 
of tractors that have been passed down 
through the family. Sentimental moments 

reigned, like the family 806 Farmall 
tribute to Melvin Miles, who died last 
October. “Today would have been our 
62nd anniversary,” his wife, Sara, said 
about her late husband. The two resided 
in rural Potomac, Illinois

Melvin bought the 806 new in 1963 
at the Jack W. Prillaman International 
Harvester Dealership in Potomac, just 
two years after their marriage. The two 
were married Aug. 26, 1961.

Derek Harms is one of the sons of the 
late Darius Harms from rural Flatville. 
Darius was one of the founders of the 
Half Century of Progress. The Harms 
family displayed its 1947 International 
Harvester M, which was purchased by 
Derek’s grandpa, Wilke Harms. 

Each morning at 8 a.m. the show 
began with the raising of the Big 
Flag, the largest flying American flag, 
accompanied by the singing of the 

Heritage tractors come together 
for Half Century of Progress 2023
Visitors flock to Rantoul to see what farming was like 50 years ago

By Cindy Ladage

Max Armstrong with his Farmall Super M. He led the tractor parade on opening day.
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National anthem. The anthem is repeated 
at 1 p.m. just before the daily parade. Dan 
Berg and Dave Waters – known as the I 
& I Boys because of their connection to 
the I & I Antique Tractor and Gas Engine 
Club – sang the anthem on the weekend 
days of the show. 

Neal Lambert of Gastonia, North 
Carolina, oversaw the Big Flag for his 
organization, a nonprofit called the 
United States Veterans of America, which 
helps to feed veterans, find housing and 
provide transportation to hospitals and 
health care appointments. The Big Flag, 
hauled to events in a trailer, measures a 
whopping 65 feet x 125 feet when flying 
from two cranes as it did at the Half 
Century show.

Two major events took place in 
the 2023 Half Century of Progress. 
One was “100 Years of Farmall.” The 
Farmall model was introduced in 
1923. The goal was to get 100 Farmalls 
to the Half Century, one for every year 
that a Farmall was made. Rollie Moore, 
who coordinated the event that brought 
a Farmall from every year of production, 
said the idea began two years ago with 
famed broadcaster Max Armstrong. “We 
wondered what year the International 
Harvester would celebrate 100 years. We 
came up with the idea for 2023 of having 
100 Farmalls, one for every year that a 
Farmall was made.”

While International Harvester, which 
made Farmall, ceased to exist in May of 
1985, the farm equipment company was 
purchased by Tenneco, which owned 
Case. At the show, organizers added 
tractors produced by the brand now 
known as Case IH, going all the way up 
to a new 2023 model.

While it was easy to find the late 
1920s tractors and forward, the earliest 
ones, and the newest ones, were 
more challenging. With tractors from 
Tennessee, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana and 
Illinois, organizers completed their quest 
for all 100 years. They paraded several 
of them to the Farm Progress Show Aug. 
29-31 in Decatur to celebrate the show’s 
70th anniversary. The Farm Progress show 
follows the Half Century of Progress, 
coming around in Decatur, like the Half 
Century of Progress, every two years. 

Allis Chalmers also celebrated the 
60th anniversary of the Allis Chalmers 
model D21 tractor, which was introduced 
in 1963 and produced until 1969. Zach 
Repking, of Ellisville, Missouri, hails 
from a family that collects the Persian-
orange tractors. He has been registering 
the tractors since news of the event 
began. “We now have over 600 in the 
registry, and we know where they are,” 
Zach said.

Darryl Krause, formerly of Illinois 
and now from Amarillo, Texas, and Rich 
Bergeson of Ransom, Illinois, teamed 

up to bring the D21 reunion to fruition. 
Plans started formulating in 2018 in 
Pontiac at the Gathering of the Orange, 
a big Allis Chalmers event. “We had 97 
D21s, and it was the 55th anniversary,” 
Rich said. 

“We were aiming for 100 model D21s,” 
Krause said on Saturday, when they 
already had 200, with more still on the 
way.

There were several rare D21s in the 
group, and Darryl Krause owns both 
the first one built and the last one to 
roll off the assembly line in 1969. Allis 

The show brought together 100 Farmalls, one for every year the tractor was made.

The 60th anniversary of the Allis Chalmers D21 tractor, produced 1963-1969, 
brought more than 200 D21s to the Half Century show.
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Chalmers and Deutz were both acquired 
by the AGCO company in June of 1990, 
so today AC history lives on through the 
AGCO brand.

Success of the event depends on its 
sponsors, and volunteers who work the 
gates and exhibits. One sponsor, Heritage 
Iron, has been part of the show since 
the beginning. Sherry Schaefer, from 
Greenville, publishes both the Heritage 
Iron, and Oliver Heritage magazines. “I 
missed the first show in 2003 because I 
was in Washington, D.C., when hurricane 
Isabel come in, but other than that 
first show, we have been a sponsor the 
whole time.” Heritage Iron represents the 
“muscle tractors” and next to her booth 
was a bevy of big, high-rpm tractors. One 
of the highlights, Sherry said, was the 
1965 John Deere 5010 that Tom Vehuizen 
built with a 1053 V12 Chrysler AV-1790 
engine out of a Sherman tank.

This show is where collectors can see 
both two-cylinder and new-generation 
John Deere tractors, Farmall beauties, 
and all the other unusual brands 
manufactured over the years, along with 
some created ones like the half-scale 

tractors made by toy modeler and tractor 
restorer Jeremy Richards. 

The show also displays farm toys. 
Several exhibitors like Charlotte and 
Danny Angotti, from Wardell, Missouri, 
have been setting up and selling farm 
toys of several makes and models, along 
with literature and memorabilia, for 
years. Families also had the chance to 
see vintage equipment in action plowing 
fields, picking corn and cutting beans. 
There was hand shucking, horse plowing, 
and even steam engine action. Every two 
years this show brings together collectors 
from all over the U.S. In fact, Hendrik 
Kerkhofs and Anita Kerkhofs-Haesen 
traveled all the way from Belgium to 
attend this one-of-a-kind show. 

Cindy Ladage of Virden is married to 
farmer Keith Ladage, and they have three 
grown children and two grandchildren. 
Cindy has a blog, Traveling Adventures of 
a Farm Girl, and writes for Senior News 
& Times and antique tractor magazines. 
With her husband she enjoys the antique 
tractor hobby, and events that ensure the 
preservation of agricultural heritage.

The Big Flag, the largest flying American flag, was hoisted each morning between 
two cranes.
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“Your mind is like a piece of land planted 
with many different kinds of seeds: seeds 
of joy, peace, mindfulness, understanding 
and love; seeds of craving, anger, fear, 
hate and forgetfulness. These wholesome 
and unwholesome seeds are always there, 
sleeping in the soil of your mind. The 
quality of your life depends on the seeds 
you water…. The seeds that are watered 
frequently are those that will grow strong.” 
– Thich Nhat Hanh

Nothing is as simple as we would like 
to think it is, but simplicity is a great 
way to understand deep concepts. Albert 
Einstein, the scientist and mystic, said, 
“If you can’t explain it simply, you don’t 
understand it well enough.” An analogy, 
like the one above from Vietnamese 
Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh, helps 
us break down difficulties in our lives 

in a simplified way. Being a parent to 
two young ones (3.5 and 1.5 years old), 
I am always trying to figure out how 
to explain big things in a simple way, 
usually fumbling over my words. 

Young children have such simple 
innocence in their hearts and minds, 
like a garden free of weeds. Anything is 
possible and all of life is a playground. 
An innocent heart and mind offers true 
power and freedom. Not the type of 
power a CEO or politician fights over, 
but a weightlessness within that is light 
as a feather and strong enough to take 
flight. There is no heavy shame, guilt 
or judgments yet. Those seeds have 
not been watered. Their energy is still 
so pure. Maybe this is what Jesus was 
intending to teach when he said, “Let the 
little children come to me, and do not 

hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14 
(NIV).

As parents/grandparents and anyone 
in a role-model situation, we must do 
our best to teach children what seeds 
to water and which ones to leave alone. 
We think we know what is best, but 
with further investigation of our own 
inner gardens, may we come to realize 
what unwholesome seeds we have 
been growing. Personal reflection, 
especially as a caretaker, is a wonderfully 
responsible activity, one that reminds us 
to stay present.

As a parent I’ve noticed that young 
children don’t hold grudges. Through 
their innocence, they inherently 
understand that anger and judgment are 
foreign emotions and don’t belong in 

Spiritual gardening
By Tim Hahn
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their inner gardens. Adult humans have 
the unique ability to introspect, to know 
that they know. They can self-observe and 
act from a deeper level of consciousness. 
Free will allows us to choose to water 
different seeds, such as hate, envy or 
martyrdom, while children seem to be 
following some initial divine blueprint. 

As the story of the Garden of Eden 
goes, Adam and Eve chose to pick an 
apple from the Tree of Knowledge. 
Whether they were tempted inwardly 
or outwardly, they made a choice to go 
against what God wanted for them. The 
story shows that we humans have been 
choosing things from the beginning, and 
that we are allowed to do this. 

Another story is of the Prodigal 
Son, an important teaching from Jesus. 
After squandering his inheritance and 
watering all the unwholesome seeds, a 
father’s son comes home with his tail 
between his knees, downtrodden and 
expecting the worst. What he finds is 
simple and radical unconditional love. 
That is the ultimate fertilizer, and water 
for the inner garden. 

Tim Hahn and his wife, Molly, have been 
small business owners in Springfield since 
2010. They have two small children with 
one on the way. He teaches fitness and 
traditional yoga. He is an avid student of 
spiritual psychology and personal growth.
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“Here I Have Lived: Home in Illinois”
Through Jan. 21, 2024. Explore stories of home. 
Visitors can connect through artifacts, videos 
and interactive features and learn how people 
have imagined, created and found home in 
Illinois. presidentlincoln.illinois.gov. Free with 
admission. Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Museum, 212 N. Sixth St., 217-558-8844. 

Old Capitol Farmers Market
Saturdays and Wednesdays, 8am-12:30pm, 
through Oct. 28. Shop for fresh local produce, 
baked goods and products. Old Capitol Farmers 
Market, Fourth and Adams streets, 217-544-
1723.

PrideLinc Senior LBGT Connections
Thursdays, 11:30am. Weekly congregate meals 
open to LBGTQ seniors and an ally or caregiver. 
Includes time for education and socialization. 
Meals provided by Senior Services of Central 
Illinois. Call by Tuesday for a Thursday meal. 
Visit the Facebook page for more information. 
AgeLinc, 2731 S. MacArthur Blvd., 217-787-
9234.

First Friday Open Studio
First Friday of every month, 6-8pm. Visit the 
current exhibit and visit artists at work. Ask 
about their work, what inspires them, and why 
they chose their particular medium to learn 

more about why artists do what they do despite 
the odds. pharmacygallery.com. Free. The 
Pharmacy Gallery and Art Space, 623 E. Adams 
St., 801-810-9278.

Boo Crew Haunted House
Fridays and Saturdays through Oct. 28. Travel 

the Trail of Lost Souls and the haunted house. 
Boo victims should be at least age 10, but 
matinee hours are available for youngsters. 
Concessions available. Box office opens at 
6:30pm. Haunting begins around 7pm, rain 
or shine. Get tickets early for this popular 
frightening experience. $25-$40, matinee 

CommunityExplore Your

See what’s 
happening 
near you
As events may be canceled or 
rescheduled at the last moment, please 
first check with the host or venue when 
making plans to attend an event.

By Daron Walker

Echoes of Yesteryear, Oct. 1, 12-4pm. A walk through Oak Ridge Cemetery.
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hours $15 and $7 for children. boocrew.com. 
11083 Buckhart Road, Mechanicsburg.

Carillon concerts
Saturdays and Sundays, 2pm and 6:30 
pm.; Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, 
6:30pm. Master carillonneur, Carlo van Ulft, 
and assistant carillonneurs play a variety of 
music from original carillon compositions to 
arrangements of popular classics and pop 
music. Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, 1740 W. 
Fayette Ave., 217-546-3853.

The Art of Jazz
Oct. 12 and Nov. 16, 7-9pm. The Art of Jazz, 
curated by Brazilian guitarist Jose Gobbo, 
continues through the fall months, bringing 
various guest artist musicians and vocalists 
to these popular monthly jazz evenings at the 
Pharmacy Gallery. Enjoy an evening of live 
music and view the exhibits on display. The 
Pharmacy Gallery and Art Space, 623 E. Adams 
St., 801-810-9278.

“Transformation”
Wednesdays-Saturdays through Oct. 28, 
11am-5pm. Features art made from ceramic 
wall tiles by Gary Beaumont and mixed media 
assemblage by Katherine Pippin Pauley. 

Springfieldart.org. SAA Collective Gallery, 105 
N. Fifth St. 217-544-2787.

UIS Star Parties
Fridays through Oct. 27, 8-10pm. All ages. The 
event will take place at the UIS Observatory on 
the roof of the library. Patrons encouraged to 
pre-register. Brookens Library, One University 
Plaza, 217-206-8342.

Botanical Garden Group Tours
Through Dec. 15, noon to 4pm. Guided tours 
available for groups of 10 or more members of 
the general public. Call one week in advance to 
book a tour. Washington Park Botanical Garden, 
1740 W. Fayette Ave., 217-546-4116.

Fall Bird Hikes
Thursdays through Oct. 19, 6-7am. Matt Hayes 
of the Illinois Audubon Society leads walks 
through Adams Wildlife Sanctuary in search 
of both resident and migratory birds. Sightings 
will be submitted to Cornell’s eBird database. 
Hikes begin at parking lot. Free. Adams Wildlife 
Sanctuary, 2315 Clear Lake Ave. 217-544-2473.

Chatham Jaycees Oktoberfest
Sep. 30, 11am-9pm. Traditional(ish) Oktoberfest 
with food, fun and German and American 

music. Veterans Memorial Square, 101 N. Main 
St., Chatham.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s
Sep. 30, 8:30am. Hosted by the Alzheimer’s 
Association, all funds raised by 2-mile event 
further the care, support and research efforts 
of the association. Free to register. Participants 
asked to make a commitment to raising funds 
to advance the fight against Alzheimer’s. Those 
raising $100 receive T-shirt. Southwind Park, 
4965 S. Second St., 847-324-0372.

Echoes of Yesteryear
Oct. 1, 12-4pm. A walk through Oak Ridge 
Cemetery. Actors in period costumes will tell 
personal stories of seven people who made 
significant contributions to our community. Last 
tour begins at 3:15pm. Refreshments available 
for purchase. Hosted by the Sangamon County 
Historical Society. Free. Oak Ridge Cemetery, 
1441 Monument Ave., 217-525-1961.

Terror on the Square
Oct. 6, 7pm-midnight. Every Friday and 
Saturday through October and also on 
Halloween. A terrifying haunted tour with 
mystifying illusions. Do you dare to step into the 
1930s funeral home knowing that terror awaits? 
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$23. Visit terroronthesquare.com for details 
and tickets. Terror on the Square, Petersburg, 
119 S. Seventh St.

Candlelight Walk
Oct. 6-7, 7pm. A wonderful opportunity to 
experience village life at night. Period-clothed 
interpreters will be inside many of the log 
homes and shops to talk about life in 19th 
century Illinois. Lincoln’s New Salem State 
Historic Site, Petersburg, 15588 History Lane, 
217-632-4000.

Fall Harvest Festival
Oct. 7, 9am-4pm, Oct. 8, 10am-4pm. Visit the 
garden for artisan demonstrations and exhibits, 
children’s activities, fairy house building, 
tree troll program, photo contest, music and 
entertainment. Admission $8. Children age 10 
and younger free. Lincoln Memorial Garden, 
2301 E. Lake Shore Drive, 217-529-1111.

Whinnie’s Apple Fest
Oct. 7-9. Celebration of all things apple and 
fall in honor of Whinnie, the miniature horse. 
Get your photo taken with Whinnie and enjoy 
pumpkin painting and face painting. Free. 
Jefferies Orchard, 1016 Jefferies Road, 217-487-
7582.

Ride in Honor
Oct. 8, 1pm. Motorcyclists as well as drivers of 
cars and trucks invited to this ride in honor of 
veterans. Stops include Camp Butler National 
Cemetery, Spaulding Area Veterans Memorial, 
Oak Ridge Cemetery and New Berlin Area 
Veterans Memorial. Begins at Staab Funeral 
Home and ends at VFW Post 755, 2211 Old 
Jacksonville Road. Sponsored by Staab Family. 
Bike $10, co-rider $5. Proceeds support 
veterans’ organizations. See Facebook page for 
info. Staab Funeral Home, 1109 S. Fifth St., 217-
528-6461.

Oak Ridge Tree Tour
Oct. 14, 1-4pm. Some of the trees in the 
cemetery can be traced back to before Lincoln’s 
time, while others have been propagated 
from historic and rare trees from around the 
temperate world. Walk a designated route, 
stopping to speak with guides who will identify 
some trees and their stories. Suitable for all 
ages. Follow the signs inside the cemetery 
entrance. Free. Oak Ridge Cemetery, 1441 
Monument Ave., 217-789-2340.

Carve for the Carillon
Oct. 14-15, 11am-4pm. Scooped pumpkins will 
be ready for your creative carving. Bring your 
carving tools, family and friends. The carved 
pumpkins will be displayed at the following 
week’s Jack O’Lantern Spectacular. Rain or 

shine and while supplies last. carillon-rees.
org. Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, 1740 W. 
Fayette Ave., 217-546-4116.

ROASTED: Hot Pots & Picnic
Oct. 14, 3-9pm. This is a ceramic raku event. 
Glaze a pot and fire it in an outdoor kiln, and it is 
ready to take home that night. Ceramic raku at 
its best. Enjoy the fire, dinner, drinks and music 
by Square of the Roots and Bluesmattic Blues 
Band. Admission $25; plus pot $45. Children 12 
and younger $20. Additional pot $15. Admission 
increases day of event. Springfield Art 
Association, 700 N. Fourth St., 217-544-2787.

Boo Bark Party
Oct. 14, 11am-2pm. Canine costume contest, 
pumpkin decorating and vendors. Check 
with the Animal Protective League for canine 
attendee guidelines. Donations accepted. 
Proceeds benefit the APL. Stuart Park, 1800 
Winch Lane (north of Jefferson Street), 217-
544-7387.

Senior Dogs Rock
Oct. 15, 11:30am-6pm. Three bands take the 
stage in this benefit for The Helping Paw 
Project, which finds homes and medical care 

for older dogs. Event includes silent auction, 
50-50 drawing and more. See  Facebook page 
for more information. Weebles, 4136 N. Peoria 
Road, 352-228-0015.

Underground Railroad Fall Bus Tour
Oct. 15, 1-4pm. This Underground Railroad 
tour begins at Illinois College and hits several 
sites before its final tour stop at Woodlawn 
Farm. Riders will be brought back to Illinois 
College. Adults $20, children under 10 $15. Call 
for reservations beginning four weeks prior 
to tour. Illinois College, 1101 W. College Ave., 
Jacksonville, 217-479-4144.

Pumpkin Festival
Oct. 21, 10am-2pm. Tons of family activities 
including petting zoo, smallest and biggest 
pumpkin contest, pumpkin games, pie-eating 
contest, pumpkin drop and much more. Central 
Park Plaza, 32 N. Central Park, downtown 
Jacksonville, 217-245-6884.

Sites of Springfield
Oct. 21, 1pm. A historical tour of Col. James 
Culver’s iconic Springfield buildings. 
Presentation and refreshments at the Lincoln 
Park Pavilion, followed by a bus tour. Seating is 

Whinnie’s Apple Fest, Oct. 7-9, Jefferies Orchard.
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limited and pre-registration required. Presented 
by Springfield Area Home Builders Association. 
$25 presentation; $85 includes tour. Lincoln 
Park, Fifth Street and Sangamon Avenue, 217-
698-4941.

Jack-O-Lantern Spectacular
Oct. 20-21, 6:30-9:30pm. Nothing quite 
compares to this Halloween tradition. Carillon 
music, lighting and sound effects and food 
vendors. And hundreds of carved pumpkins on 
display, too, of course. Adults $10, Children 4-11 
$7, children 3 and younger free. carillon-rees.
org. Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, 1740 W. 
Fayette Ave., 217-546-3853.

Monster Mash Halloween Dance
Oct. 27, 7-9pm. Dress up in your Halloween 
costumes for this Springfield Park District event 
featuring thrills, refreshments, treat bags, face 
painting and a costume contest. And dancing, 
too. Erin’s Pavilion, Southwind Park, 4965 S. 
Second St., 217-585-2941.

Zoolie Ghoulie
Oct. 27, 1-8pm and Oct. 28, 11am-6pm. Grab 
your little ghouls and goblins and have a wild 
time wandering through the zoo’s spectacularly 
spooky Halloween scenes for some safe trick 
or treating. Henson Robinson Zoo, 1100 E. Lake 
Shore Drive, 217-585-1821.

Fall Festival
Oct. 28, 10am-4pm. Smell the hardwood 
fires and listen to the 19th century sounds 
as interpreters in period-style clothing 
demonstrate daily tasks throughout the historic 
village such as candle dipping, soap making, 
blacksmithing, spinning wool, gardening and 
natural dyeing. Lincoln’s New Salem State 
Historic Site, Petersburg, 15588 History Lane, 
217-632-4000.

Buffalo Bonanza
Nov. 4. For 47 years, the Bicentennial Bison by 
John Kearney has been anchoring the SAA’s 
courtyard. Celebrate the sculpture with this 
Western-style extravaganza featuring food, 
drinks, dancing and music. Admission fee. 
Proceeds will go to restoration of the sculpture. 
Springfield Art Association, 700 N. Fourth St., 
217-544-2787.

Girls on the Run Fall 2023 5K
Nov. 11, 10-11:30am. Race is a celebration of, 
and for, girls completing a 10-week season of 
Girls on the Run programming. Positive energy 
abounds as girls dance to warmup music, 
get their hair “happied” and gather with their 
teammates to hold hands as they head to the 
starting line. $20-$40. Lincoln Land Community 
College, 5250 Shepherd Road. 217-726-9808.
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