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An act of generosity to one young man 
entering the building trades is emblematic of a 
larger Springfield partnership among a church, 
businesses and unions, designed to help 
Lanphier High School students succeed.

When Joey Martin graduated from 
Lanphier in May, he was part of a pilot 
building trades program intended to expose 
students to various construction jobs and 
transition them into apprenticeships with 
building trade unions. 

Martin was admitted into the 
apprenticeship program with Laborers Local 
477. But he was afraid he was going to have to 
turn down the offer because he didn’t have a 
reliable vehicle to drive to job sites.

“We cover seven counties, so transportation 
is important,” said Brad Schaive, business 
manager for Local 477. “But the matter was 
taken care of with donations from West Side 
Christian Church.”

It was actually a coalition called Lanphier 
United that consists of the church, O’Shea 
Builders and Solid Ground Solutions that 
assisted the young man. A benefactor 
purchased a discounted vehicle and a mechanic 
volunteered to repair the SUV. It was then 
donated to Martin.  

“The remarkable thing is that when he is 
able to afford to buy his own car, he intends 
to donate the car back to the building trades 
program for another student to use,” said 
Melissa Sandel, director of ministries at the 
church.

She added while the story of the donated 
car is a heartwarming one, the bigger picture is 
how the Lanphier United coalition began this 
summer.

“We want to spotlight the many positive 
things that are happening at Lanphier. The 
challenges often get magnified, while the good 
things oftentimes go under the radar,” she said. 
“Lanphier has a faculty filled with people who 

really want to see these students succeed, and 
they sacrifice for them.”

The north-end high school has faced its 
share of challenges.  Pierre Scott, 18, was 
stabbed to death, allegedly by another student, 
just outside the school on Nov. 17, 2021. 

“Many of their students struggle,” Sandel 
said. “They come from low-income homes 
and they experience symptoms of poverty. 
Not everyone at Lanphier comes from that 
type of background, but the school has just 
experienced a lot of tragedy and trauma over 
the last few years.”

A group of faculty and administrators met 
at the church during the summer and teamed 
with the church and the businesses to create 
Lanphier United.   

“It’s a team of organizations and individuals 
that rallied around Lanphier to try to help 
elevate the trajectory of the school. …  
Lanphier’s leaders wanted to cultivate hope 
and belonging and unity, first among their staff 
and administrators and then among students, 
parents and our community. Everybody is 
partnering together to help kids succeed,” 
Sandel said.

The high school is currently undergoing 
a $93.2 million renovation, thanks to a sales 
tax referendum voters approved in 2018 for 
Springfield Public Schools District 186. An 
auditorium, a 2,000-seat fieldhouse and an 
area for a construction trades program are 
some of the features of the addition.

Over the years, District 186 had phased 
out building trades classes. But five years 
ago, it tried to reintroduce the curriculum at 
Lanphier. 

“The district really saw it as more of a 
math class, so it was put in with the math 
department,” said Rob Handy, who now 
co-teaches the class. “It was terrible. It was 
horrible. We had no students in the class. 
There were two kids one year, and the next 
year there was one, and then the year of 
COVID, we didn’t have any.”

But last year, 12 pupils were in the program 
and this year there are 39 students. Next year, 
the school’s 4,000-square-foot workshop will 

be completed in the new building and the 
program will be open for students districtwide.

The building trades program is now offered 
only to juniors and seniors but in two years, 
Handy said he hopes to see it offered to all 
high school grade levels.

Those enrolled in the program are a mix 
of special education and general education 
students, said Handy, who is a certified special 
education teacher. 

Students visit various job sites, observe 
different trades in action and do hands-on 
learning. Part of the classwork is for the 
students to visit each of the city’s building 
trade union halls and hear what each vocation 
has to offer. 

“There’s so much opportunity in the 
workforce, and there’s a shortage of workers,” 
said Local 477’s Schaive. “There is a large 
shortage of tradespeople because there’s so 
much work. You have to look at every avenue 
of recruiting.

“This is an opportunity to educate the 
youth that you don’t necessarily have to take 
on a lot of college debt to be successful. 
Whether it’s the laborers, the operators, the 
plumbers, steamfitters, you can make a great 
living. … It’s a sure path to the middle class.” 

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

Bringing back the building trades
Lanphier High School students gain experience through new pilot program 

EDUCATION | Scott Reeder

NEWS

Editor’s note
Ah, it’s autumn, the time when thoughts go back to hayrides, bonfires and the old 
neighborhood back home. Those were the days when some of us thought we didn’t have to 
worry about white supremacy or gender equality, because we didn’t know what we didn’t 
know. I remember when alternative journalism just meant beating the stodgy old daily, and 
not flinching over possibly making an advertiser mad. Today the landscape has changed. 
Politics and the culture have moved, sometimes forward, sometimes back. Nostalgia often 
gets in the way of journalism and everything else. Courage means being willing to try new 
approaches, take risks, don’t so often look back. – Fletcher Farrar, editor

Rob Handy, standing, is one of the teachers for the newly revived building trades program at Lanphier High School. PHOTO BY STACIE LEWIS
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Sandy Hamilton and Doris 
Turner turn to attack ads 
Close race for newly configured 48th Senate District leads both sides to make accusations 
POLITICS | Dean Olsen 

Republican state Rep. Sandy Hamilton’s 
campaign and her supporters are alleging 
corruption and ineptitude on the part of 
Democratic incumbent Sen. Doris Turner.

Turner’s campaign, in turn, has accused 
Hamilton of being a corporate tool and an 
anti-union extremist who failed to protect 
senior citizens from prescription-drug costs 
increases.

In the run-up to the Nov. 8 election to 
represent the newly configured 48th Senate 
District in a job that pays at least $72,906 
per year, voters have been left to sort 
through a barrage of insults and accusations 
on television ads and in social media and 
campaign literature.

The time periods referenced by the 
campaigns range from a few months to 
almost 20 years ago.

The biting nature of the claims isn’t 
surprising, according to Kent Redfield, 
professor emeritus of political science at 
University of Illinois Springfield.

Campaigns for the candidates, both 
of whom live in Springfield, are trying to 
define each other in the minds of voters 
who may not be familiar with them.

Turner has better name recognition 
from her years as an elected official, though 
Hamilton has more of a public profile than 
many first-time candidates, he said.

But negative ads can be successful, 
Redfield said.

“It’s much easier to raise someone’s 
‘negatives’ than to raise someone’s 
‘positives,’” he said. “Usually, there’s some 
kernel of truth in there. It’s hard to sort 
through all of this. People need to be 
skeptical.” 
The campaign involves two candidates who 
were appointed to the General Assembly to 
fill vacancies.

Hamilton, 55, a Realtor and volleyball 
coach who had never sought elected 
office, was appointed in December to the 
99th House seat vacated by Springfield 
Republican Rep. Mike Murphy. He resigned 
to become president and CEO of the 
Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce.

Turner, 69, served 10 years on the 
Sangamon County Board and just under 
10 years on the Springfield City Council 
representing Ward 3. She was appointed 
in 2021 to the 48th Senate District seat 
vacated by Bunker Hill Democrat Andy 
Manar. He resigned to become a senior 
adviser to Gov. JB Pritzker, a Democrat.

After redistricting, the 48th Senate 
District, which previously extended 
southwest to include Carlinville, Litchfield 
and Staunton, was redrawn to include 
additional urban areas in hopes of giving 
a Democrat more of a chance of winning, 
according to Chicago-based redistricting 
analyst Frank Calabrese. 

The new district includes most of 
Springfield on the west, most of Decatur 
on the east and the rural communities in 
between.

The new district is where Republican 
presidential candidate Donald Trump won 
in 2016 and where a Democratic candidate 
beat Trump in 2020. As a result, the Turner-
Hamilton race is considered a “toss-up” 
contest, Calabrese said.

Democrats hold super-majorities in the 
Senate and House.

One of the TV ads being aired by 
Hamilton’s campaign puts a dark screen 
over Turner, and the announcer says Turner 
was “caught doling out your taxpayer money 
on a Hummer automobile, Las Vegas trip, 
manicures. Fancy cars.”

The same ad says: “FBI wiretaps caught 
her covering up a taxpayer-funded payroll 
fraud scheme. Thousands of hours, fake 
or no-show workers. She even forced 
government workers to clean her house. 
Corruption. Doris did it.”

The ad refers to several different 
situations involving Turner’s former job at 
the Illinois Department of Public Health 
and the criminal case against her husband, 
Cecil Turner, 75, who was indicted by a 
federal grand jury in 2006.

Cecil Turner was convicted that same 
year of wire fraud and lying to investigators 
in connection with a scheme that resulted in 
Illinois Secretary of State janitors being paid 
more than $150,000 for hours they weren’t 
on the job. He completed a 30-month 
prison sentence in 2010.

Neither Doris Turner nor the Senate 
Democrats’ political organization responded 
to requests for comment on that ad and 
other statements from Hamilton’s campaign.

Turner declined to address the individual 
situations when questioned by radio 
host Sam Madonia on WFMB’s “A.M. 
Springfield” show in late September. She 
told Madonia that the period about 20 
years ago was “a very difficult time” and 
that “everything you read and hear is not 
necessarily the reality.”

Republican state Rep. Sandy Hamilton
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Turner said she and her family “made 
it through … bigger, better and stronger 
than before that happened,” thanks to 
community support and faith. 

She said Hamilton’s TV ad about her was 
“very aggressive, and it’s full of innuendos 
and things that are simply not true.”

Momentum in her campaign is growing, 
Turner said.

“Our polling is showing it’s working, and 
we’re going to be successful, and that’s scary 
for some people,” she said.

Sangamon County Democratic Party 
Chairman Bill Houlihan criticized what he 
called Hamilton’s “politics-as-usual” and 
misleading “attack ad.”

“Sandy Hamilton is one of those 
dangerous, extreme right-wingers giving 
Republicans a bad name,” Houlihan said. 
“She doesn’t want to talk about her anti-
choice, union-busting track record or 
her track record blocking price caps on 
prescription drugs, making it harder for 
families to afford the health care they need.”

The Hamilton campaign ad “tries to 
attribute the illegal activities of bad actors to 
Doris Turner in her role as a state employee. 
… and Turner was never charged with a 
crime,” Houlihan said. 

“Sen. Turner has a pristine record in 
Springfield, where she’s championed ethics 
reform, imposing term limits and banning 
ex-legislators from becoming lobbyists right 
after they leave office,” Houlihan said. “She’s 
been a champion for seniors and providing 
affordable health care and prescription 
drugs, including successfully capping the 
price of insulin.”

But Hamilton campaign manager Matt 
Butcher said, “Doris Turner is about as 
corrupt as politicians come.”

The Hamilton campaign ad cites a 2011 
Chicago Sun-Times story about a grant to 
a now-defunct Chicago nonprofit known 
as Working for Togetherness that used 
state grants for AIDS and HIV awareness 
and testing in the early 2000s on a 2003 
Hummer vehicle that cost $45,196.

Turner, then chief of the Illinois 
Department of Public Health’s Center for 
Minority Health Services, at first told her 
bosses that the nonprofit’s founder and his 
wife bought the car with personal funds. 

After an internal investigation, Turner 
later told then-IDPH director Dr. Eric 
Whitaker that the charity “did not properly 
request the automobile purchase as part of 
their budget process,” according to the Sun-
Times story.

The ad also cites news media coverage 
and a 2014 report from the Illinois 
executive inspector general over state 
agencies controlled by the governor that 
faulted Turner in her IDPH role.

The report said Turner “violated her 

duty … by failing to adequately monitor” 
$110,000 in state grants to the now-closed 
Tower of Refuge nonprofit in Springfield.

Turner was never charged with 
any wrongdoing in the Working for 
Togetherness or Tower of Refuge cases, or in 
the case involving her husband. 

The inspector general report said Tower 
improperly used grant funds for HIV/AIDS 
and prostate cancer awareness on Tower’s 
founders and a family member to make 
purchases in Las Vegas, a nail salon and the 
iTunes store.

The inspector general’s office 
recommended IDPH “take appropriate 
action” against Turner. IDPH officials 
said in the report, without elaboration, 
that Turner retired from her state job in 
December 2014.

She told The State Journal-Register a few 
months later that she disagreed with the 
report’s conclusions about her and that 
the investigation didn’t play a role in her 
retirement from her $81,600-a-year state 
job.

The Hamilton ad cites evidence 
presented in the 2006 federal trial of 
Cecil Turner, a former secretary of state 
administrator.

Doris Turner was taped by the FBI 
calling one of the janitors and saying her 
husband asked her to warn the janitor that 
the inspector general’s office might become 

involved in a probe of the janitors’ conduct.
One of the janitors testified at Cecil 

Turner’s trial that Turner and his wife, 
who was on the county board at the time, 
“frequently asked him to provide city 
services for themselves and others in their 
neighborhood – services such as trash and 
branch collection, alley leveling and picking 
up bulky items from the alley behind the 
Turners’ home,” according to a 2006 SJ-R 
story.

The janitor and three other Springfield 
public works employees who testified 
“conceded those services were available to 
any city resident if items were blocking 
the alley, but said the Turners got a quick 
response when they made the requests,” 
according to the SJ-R story.

Campaign literature paid for by the 
Illinois Republican Party says Turner voted 
to raise telecommunications and sales taxes 
on Springfield residents “but refused to pay 
her own taxes 20 times.” 

Republican Party spokesman James Zenn 
cited Sangamon County Treasurer’s records 
to document a total of about $350 in late 
property tax payment fees paid by Doris and 
Cecil Turner on their home between 1998 
and 2019.

In addition, the Republican Party’s 
literature says Doris and Cecil Turner were 
“even hit with five federal tax liens” related 
to unpaid income taxes. 

Zenn supplied Illinois Times with 
Sangamon County Recorder of Deeds 
records listing liens for unpaid income tax 
ranging from $1,593 in 2018 to $14,072 
in 1995. The liens eventually were released 
after the taxes were paid. 

“She’s very comfortable raising taxes on 
other people, but she has a questionable 
history of paying her own taxes,” Zenn said.

For its part, the Turner campaign is 
running a TV ad that portrays Hamilton as 
a marionette willing to “sell out” firefighters 
and police officers by cutting their pensions 
and opposing workers’ rights to unionize 
and make a fair wage. The ad also says 
Hamilton hurts senior citizens by opposing 
“lowering the costs of their medications.” 

Hamilton campaign spokesmen say 
various parts of the ad are either misleading 
or inaccurate in characterizing the votes 
Hamilton took on certain bills and 
resolutions referenced by the ad.

Hamilton campaign manager Matt 
Butcher said Hamilton isn’t advocating for 
a reduction in workers’ rights, reducing 
pension benefits or putting seniors in 
jeopardy of higher prescription drug costs.

Dean Olsen is a senior staff writer for Illinois 
Times. He can be reached at dolsen@
illinoistimes.com, 217-679-7810 or twitter.
com/DeanOlsenIT.

Democratic incumbent Sen. Doris Turner.
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What do a ukulele, cordless drill, corn 
hole game, pulse oximeter and telescope 
have in common? They are all things 
available to check out of Springfield’s 
Lincoln Library with a library card. 

Springfield’s public library recently 
launched a Library of Things and now has 
many more items to borrow than books, 
magazines, DVDs and CDs. This is a 
resource to try something before making a 
purchase or borrow something for a one-
time need or special project. The Library 
of Things includes musical instruments, 
health and wellness items, home 
maintenance equipment, games, home 
entertainment and educational materials. 

Musical instruments include 
piano keyboard, guitar and mandolin. 
Dumbbells, blood pressure monitors, ear 
thermometers and hand therapy squeeze 
balls are examples of health and wellness 
items. Home maintenance items include 
pressure washer, air compressor, universal 
travel adapter and picture hanging kits. 
Graphing calculator, metal detector, kids’ 
games, slide scanner and karaoke machine 
are more examples of the eclectic range of 
items that are available. A complete list 
is on the library website. More items will 
be added, and suggestions to add to the 
collection are welcome.

For more information call 217-753-
4900 or go to www.lincolnlibrary.info. 
The library is open Mon.-Wed. 10 a.m.-8 
p.m., Thurs.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Sun. 
1 p.m.-5 p.m. (October – April).  

Lincoln Library’s 
“Library of Things”
CAP CITY | Karen Ackerman Witter

Britainy Montague, library assistant (seated), and 
Caroline Kionka, adult services manager (standing)
PHOTO BY MICHELLE OWNBEY

Wrongly locked behind prison bars, Amanda 
Knox found a way to escape her circumstances 
by lifting her voice and singing. 

Knox, one of the world’s most famous 
wrongly convicted individuals, will be 
performing Oct. 15 in Sangamon County 
with the Exoneree Band to raise money for the 
Illinois Innocence Project. 

The endeavor covers two of her greatest 
passions: advocating for the wrongly 
imprisoned and music.

“I’ve always been a big fan of music. I 
was in musicals and choir growing up and 
then in prison I was really close friends with 
the prison chaplain. Even though I’m not 
a religious person, we connected … the 
wonderful thing we did was we played music 
together. He invited me to play guitar for 
the religious services and then taught me 
keyboard. The last day that I was in prison, 
I spent the entire day waiting for the verdict 
playing music with my friend,” Knox told 
Illinois Times. 

The Exoneree Band is unlike any other. It 
is composed entirely of men who have been 
wrongly convicted of crimes and later proven 
their innocence. 

“I am more the honorary sidekick of the 
Exoneree Band,” Knox said. “The Exoneree 
Band is wonderful, and they are incredibly 
talented.” She periodically does vocals for the 
group.

Knox spent almost four years in an Italian 
prison following her wrongful conviction 
for the 2007 murder of Meredith Kercher, 
a fellow exchange student with whom she 
shared an apartment in Perugia. In 2015, 
Knox was definitively acquitted by the Italian 

Supreme Court of Cassation. 
When she was locked up at age 20, she had 

never contemplated that innocent people are 
sometimes sent to prisons.

She added that the public is more aware 
of wrongful convictions today because of the 
work of various innocence organizations and 
technology such as DNA testing that can 
sometimes definitively prove innocence. 

“I can’t tell you the number of times that I 
just talk to people and say, ‘The issue of who 
gets convicted and who doesn’t is way more 
complicated than you think, and it has way 
less to do with the facts of a person’s guilt or 
innocence.’ So much more has to do with 
resources and bias and all of the human flaws 
that come into the equation.”

That’s a reality far too real to the five men 
who make up the Exoneree Band. The band 
formed in 2011 at an innocence conference – 
almost by happenstance. 

William Dillon, who plays guitar for the 
band, served 27 years in a maximum-security 
prison in Florida for a murder he did not 
commit. DNA evidence conclusively proved 
his innocence. 

“They had a talent show in Cincinnati, and 
it was awesome,” Dillon said. “They pulled all 
these people together for talent, and the guys 
were doing different songs on the guitars. We 
decided, ‘You know what? Let’s just play each 
other’s songs and back each other up.’”

The group is committed to helping 
raise awareness and money for innocence 
organizations around the nation. 

“What kept me going in prison was my 
innocence,” Dillon said. “But even that 
sometimes didn’t even hold me above water. I 

knew I was innocent, but I didn’t want to die 
and end up in the graveyard and have people 
saying at my grave that I had killed someone.”

Like Knox, music helped sustain him.
“I got involved in music in prison. I had 

always been able to sing a little bit, and I guess 
I just wanted to play guitar. So, I wanted 
to learn how to play. I had gotten a job at 
the rec center working with the guitars and 
just started playing and practicing. It was 
something that really gave me a free space in 
prison. It’s quite the mood bender.”

The story of music and freedom is much 
the same for Raymond Towler who was 
wrongly imprisoned in Ohio for 30 years for 
the rape of an 11-year-old girl. DNA testing 
later proved his innocence.  

“I play the guitar. And just from being 
around the stuff I’ve picked up a little 
keyboard, drums and that kind of stuff.” 

He said time does not seem to pass the 
same way in prison.

“If you’ve done five to six years, you feel 
the same as if you’ve done 50. In your soul, it 
kind of wears you down and you lose that free 
thought. Just like when I first got home, it was 
tough for me to walk outside by myself or just 
open the door.”

The band hopes its performance Oct. 15 
at Danenberger Family Vineyards near New 
Berlin will help open doors for other wrongly 
convicted individuals. The event is from 6 
p.m. until 10 p.m. Tickets are $100, and those 
interested in attending can register at: go.uis.
edu/doi2022. 

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, 
can be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com. 

The freedom of music 
Amanda Knox and the Exoneree Band performing Oct. 15 for Illinois Innocence Project
EXONERATIONS | Scott Reeder

Amanda Knox and, right, the Exoneree Band
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Welcome home, Honor Flight #63
Photos by Brian Bowles

Lincoln Land Honor Flight #63, an annual flight to Washington, D.C., accommodated 94 veterans, 92 of whom were Vietnam-era veterans and two were Korean war-era veterans. Fifty-five 
Illinois counties were represented on the Sept. 27 flight. Currently every Honor Flight is intended for Korea and Vietnam veterans. They are provided a round trip flight to Washington, D.C., 

from Springfield’s Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport. Ground transportation, meals and snacks are all free to the honored veterans. Lincoln Land Honor Flight is a nonprofit network. 

Chad Schaive with his uncle, Jim Schaive, one of two Korean war veterans on the flight. Right: Welcome Home organizer Fritz Pfister with Les Morgan.

Jan Dullenty, wearing blue, with friends and family showing support. Middle: Preparing for the arrival. Right: Dana Huston with her father , Vietnam veteran Allen Huston of Springfield.
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LETTERS
We welcome letters. Please include 
your full name, address and telephone 
number. We edit all letters. Send them 
to editor@illinoistimes.com.

EQUAL TREATMENT?
One article in the Aug. 25 issue 
reports an IDOT study found 
Black people in our community 
are disproportionately pulled 
over for traffic stops (“Driving 
while Black”). Another article in 
the same paper reports a white 
man essentially got a slap on the 
wrist for using a gun to threaten 
and chase an elected official who 
is a Black man (“A mysterious 
motive). 

I’m hopeful we can work 
toward a future where neither 
of these things happen, but 
it’s disturbing to hear Michael 
Hoyle say through his attorney 
he wants to “look forward rather 
than reflect on what caused this 
to occur.” If he has no desire for 
personal reflection and growth, 
then as a community we need 
to know his motivation for the 
crime; he’ll get his guns back in 
nine short months, and how else 
might we surmise which one of 
us might be his next target? 

The juxtaposition of these 
two articles leaves a lot to 
question about equality in our 
community. 
Amanda Ginther
Springfield

DON’T BLAME VICTIMS
I just read the letter you 
published this week from Tyre 
Rees (“Mishandled case,” Sept. 
29). Victim blaming and shaming 
are at the center of his opinions 
about the case. His comments 
succinctly demonstrate why there 
is a such a low rate of prosecution 
and conviction for sexual assaults 
in Springfield, the state of Illinois, 
and the U.S. The burden of proof 
lies with the victim, and victims 
are blamed for their choices. 
Until our culture stops victim 
shaming and blaming, I don’t 
expect any real change. But kudos 
to IT for calling out the issue and 
making sure the story saw the 
light of day.
Roseann Davis
Springfield

MISSING INFO
The article Jim Nowlan wrote, 
“Labor seeks to tighten control 
over Illinois,” is full of incorrect 
information and also left out a 
few important things (Sept. 15). 
When discussing the right-to-
work legislation, only a biased 
or ill-informed journalist would 
leave out the story of the right-to-
work movement in Illinois. Did 
Nowlan forget the entire Janus vs. 
AFSCME fiasco, where former 
governor Bruce Rauner had Mark 
Janus fight the union for him? 

As a result of that case, union 
members do not have to pay 

to be a part of the union, but 
still get the same benefits as a 
paying union member. This was 
done as a way to try to pit union 
members against each other 
and weaken the strength of the 
union. As a union steward, I can 
tell you this has not worked, and 
AFSCME continues to go to the 
table for all of its workers, even 
now with less dues to help fund 
the work. 

Suggesting that employees 
stopped paying dues to AFSCME 
because it is a “corrupt or 
ineffective union” shows that 
Nowlan wasn’t paying attention 
when the Illinois Policy Institute 
was sending out postcards telling 
union members they could opt 
out of dues, save money and still 
get the union benefits. 

Furthermore, Nowlan 
incorrectly claimed that it is 
“almost impossible” for a person 
off the street to get a state job. 
This is not how the hiring 
process works through CMS, 
and any qualified candidate will 
be considered for an interview, 
regardless of if they are already a 
state employee. 

Before printing any more of 
Nowlan’s work, please fact-check 
him, because you either have a 
journalist with an ax to grind, or 
one who doesn’t do the proper 
research for his job. 
Kristin Barnett
Springfield 

vulgarity 

on the farm grampa forbid drinking
smoking swearing though with his
deafness some must have gone on  
behind his back but us kids didn’t
hear it my dad however was grampa’s 
partner and obeyed his rules though  
he did smoke in the house he also 
swore around the place but in french 
so that us kids also would exclaim
a loud “merde!” when occasion
demanded although we did not know
the meaning yet today I hear kids
quite little ones saying words that in  
former times would have gotten their 
mouths washed out with soap I wonder 
if they are ignorant of the meanings too! 

2022 Jacqueline Jackson

Michael L. Hoyle pleaded guilty to aggravated assault in connection to a 2021 incident when he pointed a handgun at state Sen. Elgie Sims as the two were driving 
separate vehicles in Springfield. PHOTO COURTESY OF SANGAMON COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

OPINION
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Illinois Supreme Court races heat up 
POLITICS | Rich Miller

The labor union and trial lawyer-backed 
All for Justice independent expenditure 
committee has so far reported raising $3.5 
million, with, I’m told, at least another $5 
million in pledges. The committee’s sole 
purpose is to back the two Democratic 
candidates running for the Illinois Supreme 
Court, Appellate Justice Mary K. O’Brien and 
Judge Elizabeth Rochford. And its spending is 
finally beginning.

A press release claimed, “an initial 
[advertising] buy of $3 million dollars,” with 
“plans to spend millions more informing 
residents of the 2nd and 3rd districts of these 
extremists on the ballot.”

The ad features a woman emphasizing that 
just “one seat” on the Illinois Supreme Court 
could imperil or preserve abortion rights.

“Mark Curran and Michael Burke want 
to ban abortion in Illinois, even in cases of 
rape and incest. Women put in jail for making 
their own medical decisions? That’s not what 
I want for my kids. That’s not what I want 
for anyone. Mark Curran and Michael Burke 
are too extreme and they don’t belong on the 
Illinois Supreme Court.”

The ad will almost surely face legal 
opposition. The Illinois Republican Party 
made a big deal last week about a similar TV 
ad aired by Supreme Court Justice Burke’s 
Democratic opponent, Appellate Justice 
O’Brien.

The ILGOP demanded that O’Brien take 
down the ad, which claims, “Mike Burke says 
he agreed with the decision to overturn Roe. 
He’s supported by the extreme groups that 
want to ban all abortion for Illinois women.”

Burke is backed by anti-abortion groups. 
The first sentence in that excerpt, however, is 
hotly disputed by the Republican Party, which 
claims Justice Burke, “has not expressed any 
opinion on that issue or any issue that may 
come before the Illinois Supreme Court.”

Justice O’Brien’s campaign, however, 
pointed to Burke’s attendance at an important 
Illinois right-to-life banquet. Burke said this 
year that, like the US Supreme Court justices 
who voted to overturn Roe v. Wade, he too 
is a constitutional “originalist,” meaning he 
refers back to the original drafting of the 
Constitution rather than subsequent court 
rulings when making a decision. He also 
noted that abortion is “not an enumerated 
right” in either the Illinois or the US 
constitutions.

It’s very difficult to legally force a 
TV station to take down a candidate’s 
advertisement. But, as we’ve seen in the 
past few weeks with Dan Proft’s People 
Who Play by the Rules PAC ads for Darren 

Bailey, it’s not nearly as difficult to force an 
independent expenditure committee to prove 
the truthfulness of what it’s saying in its ads or 
see them yanked.

Time will tell if the new All for Justice ad 
stays up.

Meanwhile, the opposition research is 
starting to come out on Curran. My associate 
Isabel Miller posted some of it on CapitolFax.
com last week, but expect more to emerge on 
topics like Curran’s comments about the Jan. 6 
attempted insurrection (the police officer who 
shot Ashli Babbitt should resign, he said) and 
on gay rights (Curran said at a rally opposing 
a same-sex marriage bill that the law would 
“result in the loss of liberty for those opposed 
to same sex marriage”).

And, of course, there’s abortion. Curran 
has attended anti-abortion rallies, donated 
some of his own campaign funds last year to 
Illinois Citizens for Life and praised Donald 
Trump for appointing Supreme Court justices 
who overturned Roe v. Wade, among other 
things.

Curran is also the former longtime sheriff 
of Lake County, which is fully in the 2nd 
Supreme Court District, and he may still have 

some residual name recognition from his 2020 
race for US Senate, which Curran lost to Dick 
Durbin 55-39.

Money-wise, the Supreme Court races 
started about even in July, as far as the 
candidates were concerned. But that has 
changed considerably in the past month or so.

Democratic Justice O’Brien has since 
reported raising almost $1.6 million to 
Justice Burke’s $13,000. Democratic Judge 
Rochford has reported raising $742,000 to 
the Republican Curran’s $137,000, much of it 
from his family.

The Ken Griffin-funded Citizens for 
Judicial Fairness independent expenditure 
committee had more than $5.5 million in the 
bank at last check. It is not expected to help 
Curran, but is expected to jump in for Justice 
Burke. The Firewall Project, which is raising 
money to back Republicans for the Supreme 
Court and Greg Hart for DuPage County 
Board Chair, has reported raising $440,000 in 
the past few weeks.

But the Democrat-affiliated All for Justice 
IE committee is hoping to have a budget of as 
much as $8-10 million by election day. So stay 
tuned. 
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Learning to listen
WEEKLY REEDER | Scott Reeder

Grief is a strange thing. You never get over it. 
You just learn to live with it. 

I was thinking about that this month when 
I wrote a story about Dee Stern, a woman who 
works as a chaplain at HSHS St. John’s Hospital 
in Springfield. 

She has just written a book about helping 
grieving people, Comforting the Bereaved 
Through Listening and Positive Responding.

She has all kinds of terrific advice for what 
to say and not to say to someone who has 
suffered a loss. 

For example, never say someone 
“committed” suicide, Stern said. She said the 
word “committed” conjures thoughts of a 
criminal act, which suicide is not.

She recalled a lady whose son ended his life 
and someone went up to her and patted her on 
the hand and said, ‘I’m going to pray for you 
because your son’s been damned to hell.’”

Stern said that is an example of what not 
to say. 

Grieving people need a listening ear more 
than advice, no matter how well-intentioned. 

“The bereaved are not listened to.  They’re 
not allowed to tell their story and they need to 
tell their story,” she said.

As I chatted with Stern, I kept thinking of 
my own father. When I was growing up, Dad 
was one of the least empathetic people I knew. 
He was a good man, but he was often oblivious 
to the pain around him. 

I remember one time when I was 11 or 
12; we were vaccinating hogs and his needle 
was flashing by, going from one patient to 
another. The syringe missed the pig’s flank and 
embedded in my thigh. 

“I exclaimed, ‘Dad, you gave me the 
shot!’ He grunted and gave the dose to the 
intended patient. The farmer who observed the 
interaction still laughs at my father’s response. 

He didn’t say “I’m sorry,” or acknowledge 
the pain he inflicted. (I still wonder what swine 
disease I’ve been immunized for.) 

Dad was a doer, not a listener. If a neighbor 
died, he’d be one of the people who volunteered 
to help harvest the crops at no charge to the 
widow. But if it came to sitting and listening to 
the widow talk about how much she missed her 
husband, he was quite uncomfortable.

When I was a young reporter in Galveston, 
Texas, in the 1980s, the world was in the midst 
of the AIDS crisis. Being the local newspaper’s 
medical reporter, I wrote a series on the 
devastating effects of the disease on the city’s 
gay community.

I found myself, notebook in hand, attending 
a grief support group for men infected with 
AIDS. When I mentioned my assignment to 
my father, he exclaimed, “Don’t breathe too 
deep when you’re around them.”

My dad was a veterinarian. He knew the 
virus was spread by bodily fluids, not the air. 
But what creeped him out was the idea of 
people sitting in a circle and talking about 
feelings. 

After I had published the piece and my 
parents had read it, my father kind of grunted 
and didn’t have much more to say. That’s 
how he dealt with things that made him 
uncomfortable.

Looking back, I still want to weep for those 
young men who all surely succumbed to the 
virus. 

One day my mom told me that my dad 
had volunteered to work as a grief counselor 
with the Stephen Ministry at our church in 
Galesburg. When she told me this, I thought it 
was the worst matchup ever.

But sometimes God calls us out of our 
weakness, not our strength.

During the decades he volunteered as a grief 
counselor, I saw him change. He developed 
empathy, not just for those he was counseling, 
but for humanity as a whole.

He became a caring, empathetic individual. 
He spent hours every week visiting the bereaved 
and just listening to them talk about their loss. 
He took classes in what to say and what not to 
say.

One of the things he shared with me is to 
never ask someone why something happened. It 
comes across as judgmental. To this day, I have 
no idea who the people were he counseled. 

I can say with certainty that the person most 
changed wasn’t the one being counseled, but 
the one doing the counseling. He became an 
empathetic listener. 

Could it be, when we give we receive more 
in return? 

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

Dee Stern, a chaplain at HSHS St. John’s Hospital, 
recently wrote a book on grief, Comforting the 
Bereaved Through Listening and Positive Responding; 
What are the Bereaved Trying to Tell Us? 
PHOTO BY SCOTT REEDER
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Better politics, smarter government 
Civics education is critical for American democracy

GUESTWORK | John T. Shaw

I’m preparing to teach a class at Southern 
Illinois University next spring on restoring 
American statesmanship and I’m struck by 
the critical connection between engaged 
citizenship and successful statesmanship.

Put simply, active citizens expect – and 
even demand – more from their leaders than 
less engaged ones. Informed and concerned 
citizens care about good government and 
often reward public officials who provide it. 
Citizenship, in turn, is undergirded by an 
understanding of, and respect for, American 
history and government.

Numerous reports reveal declining 
knowledge about U.S. history in both our 
students and adults. A recent conversation 
with a terrific student who is now in medical 
school made this tangible to me. He is a 
serious and diligent young man with wide-
ranging interests. In fact, the first time I met 
him he was reading Homer’s The Odyssey, for 
fun, or at least personal enrichment.

During our conversation, I made a 
reference to the Marshall Plan, the historic 
American program to rebuild Europe after 
World War II and arguably one of our nation’s 
greatest accomplishments. The student looked 
puzzled and said he had never heard of the 
Marshall Plan.  

This surprised and saddened me. How is 
it possible that a highly motivated and deeply 
curious college student is not aware of the 
Marshall Plan? 

I don’t blame the young man. I blame our 
education system. To me, this suggests that 
our schools are not doing an adequate job in 
civics education. This results in adults who 
do not understand our nation’s history or the 

structure of our government and are less likely 
to be engaged citizens.  

Annual surveys by the Annenberg 
Public Policy Center at the University of 
Pennsylvania show the American public is 
not well informed on the basics of our history 
and government. This year’s report revealed 
that less than half of Americans surveyed 
could name all three branches of the federal 
government and less than a quarter knew that 
freedom of religion, freedom of the press, the 
right to assembly and the right to petition are 
rights listed under the First Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution.

“When it comes to civics, knowledge is 
power,” said Kathleen Hall Jamieson, the 
director of the center, when announcing this 
year’s findings. “We are unlikely to cherish, 
protect and exercise rights if we don’t know 

that we have them.”
The good news is that there are people and 

organizations confronting this challenge.
The late Sandra Day O’Connor, former 

Supreme Court Justice, established iCivics 
about a decade ago to teach the fundamental 
principles of civics to middle and high school 
students with free online interactive games 
and courses that make learning fun, relevant 
and effective. This program continues to 
generate creative approaches to teaching civics.  

There is bipartisan legislation pending in 
the U.S. House (HR 1814) and Senate (S 
4348) called “The Civics Secures Democracy 
Act” which is worthy of careful study.

The bill authorizes $1 billion annually 
over five years for civics education, primarily 
to states and school districts. It also provides 
competitive grants to qualifying institutions of 

higher education, nonprofits, and researchers 
for projects to improve civics and history 
education in elementary and secondary 
schools.

I hope this bill soon becomes law and that 
Illinois schools and researchers take advantage 
of its resources.     

The United States faces a crucial point as 
it pertains to investment in civics education. 
The federal government now allocates 5 cents 
for every K-12 student in civics education 
compared to $50 per K-12 student for science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
programs. This imbalance is not healthy for 
our democracy.

It is imperative that we find compelling 
and factual ways to explain how our 
government works and tell the American story 
to our young people, neither jazzing it up 
or dumbing it down. The truth is powerful 
and compelling. Despite many mistakes of 
omission and commission by America and 
Americans, the overall story of the United 
States – and Illinois – is impressive and 
inspiring.

I hope to persuade my students this spring 
that few nations have had leaders of the 
caliber of an Abraham Lincoln or a George 
Marshall – and that their wisdom and bravery 
was supported by wise and brave citizens.

We will need this level of statesmanship 
and citizenship in the years ahead.  

John T. Shaw is the director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at SIU Carbondale. 
Shaw’s monthly column explores how Illinois 
can work toward better politics and smarter 
government. 
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Five Star Veterinary team members Liz Alatorre, Shelby Cody and Hillary Sims take extra precautions when moving a combative cat named Leo to the examination table. PHOTOS BY DAVID BLANCHETTE

Leo the cat was not happy.
Leo had been brought into Five Star 

Veterinary in Springfield because of a severe 
loss of balance, and he fought with a fury 
the staff who tried to examine him. The 
noise that Leo produced was the textbook 
definition of “caterwauling.”

Meanwhile, the Five Star waiting area 
and the private consultation rooms were full 
of other clients, humans who had brought 
in their animals that could not be seen in 
a timely manner by other local veterinary 
practices.

The Five Star facility, and the people 
and animals that frequent it, are the latest 
evidence of a critical veterinarian shortage in 
the United States. 

“We’ve been busy from the start,” said 
Melinda Kilty, D.V.M., a partner with Five 
Star Veterinary. “The second that we opened 
we had people coming in, some from as far as 
Chicago.”

Five Star was opened this spring primarily 

to deal with the increasing number of 
people who could not get their pets in to 
be seen by their primary veterinarians. The 
acute shortage of veterinarians offered an 
opportunity, and Five Star took it.

“We have needed a referral hospital for 
a while and not many people have stepped 
up so we just decided to do it and it’s really 
taken off,” Kilty said. “All of the veterinarians 
around have started embracing us and 
sending us a lot of their clientele.”

Erika Eigenbrod, D.V.M., is the other 
Five Star Veterinary partner.

“We had seen in Springfield specifically 
that a lot of people were unable to get into 
primary care veterinary offices,” Eigenbrod 
said. “Appointments were booking out several 
weeks and there seemed to be a pretty big 
need for a daytime urgent care veterinary 
hospital.”

“Traditionally primary care veterinarians 
do emergency care, it was just getting to the 
point where people and pets were not able to 

Not enough vets for pets
VETERINARY MEDICINE | David Blanchette

FEATURE

Veterinarian Kristi McCullough and veterinary technician Kylie Badman examine a dog at Laketown Animal 
Hospital. McCullough is a traveling veterinarian who fills in at area practices where needed. 
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get in because there was such a demand to 
be seen,” Eigenbrod said. “I think veterinary 
medicine was headed in that direction, but 
COVID accelerated everything.” 

The United States will need nearly 41,000 
additional veterinarians and more than 
133,000 more veterinary technicians by 
2030, according to a recent Mars Veterinary 
Health report. With an average of 2,500 
graduates becoming veterinarians each year, 
that leaves a shortage of 15,000 veterinarians 
in eight years’ time. That could leave 75 
million pets without medical care in eight 
years, the report concluded. 

“There are just not enough bodies to 
take care of pets.”
While Five Star Veterinary handles overflow 
and emergencies during the day, the Animal 
Emergency Clinic has for years been the 
go-to Springfield veterinary facility for after-
hours needs. Gary Minder, D.V.M., has done 
eight years of emergency veterinary clinic 
work, much of it at the Animal Emergency 
Clinic.

“In the old days it used to be once you 
got past midnight it would be pretty rare for 
something to come in. Now it is nonstop.” 
Minder said. “Maybe the wait back then 
would be an hour or two, and now it could 
be six to eight hours.”

One recent night in Springfield, Minder 
and his veterinary technicians could be seen 
handling a constant stream of pet owners 
with sick or injured dogs and cats. They also 
saw their fair share of people who simply 
could not get in to their regular veterinarian’s 
office for routine care.

“There are just not enough bodies to take 
care of pets,” Minder said. “Most practices 

will leave blank maybe an hour in the 
morning and an hour in the afternoon but I 
know that those spots are always filled in the 
first half hour.” 

That leaves locations like Five Star 
Veterinary and the Animal Emergency Clinic 
as the go-to places for people with concerns 
about their pets. 

“We just can’t see as many pets as need 
to be seen, and it puts a lot of stress on the 
staff,” Minder said. “A lot of times things 
are so fast-paced that you have to make a 
decision on what to do at that moment and 
you always second-guess yourself because you 
just don’t have time.”

Minder has 33 years of experience as 
a veterinarian. For the past 14 years he 
operated Grace Veterinary Clinic in Chatham 
in addition to pulling overnight shifts at the 
Animal Emergency Clinic. Sept. 14 was his 
last day at Grace, and he is moving to Florida 
to become a relief veterinarian, filling in 
where needed to ease the vet shortage in the 
Sunshine State.

“It’s been described as a slow tsunami. 
It’s not going to get better any time soon,” 
Minder said. “If you look at all of the 
craziness going on in the world and the 
speed at which it is happening, people are 
hard-wired to need to love and take care of 
something, and therefore pets are huge.”

“We want you to work whenever 
you’re available to work.” 
Kristi McCullough, D.V.M., of Pawnee has 
been practicing for 21 years and is currently 
a relief veterinarian. She travels to different 
practices in the area that need help, “kind of 
like a substitute teacher or traveling nurse.” 

“I did relief work about 15 years ago 

and at that point I was covering vacations, 
maternity leaves, spending blocks of time 
at practices covering those kinds of things,” 
McCullough said. “Now, I’ve got a number 
of practices that just say, ‘We want you to 
work whenever you’re available to work.’ So 
I’m working a day or two at several practices 
just trying to help take some of the load off 
of them.”

That load can be overwhelming, 
McCullough said, because there just aren’t 
enough veterinarians around to handle it. 

“I know as a practice owner we wanted 
to hire another veterinarian for at least a 
couple of years even prior to the pandemic,” 
McCullough said. “Then the pandemic just 
exacerbated the problem that much more.” 

“Especially with practice owners, this 
is their business, their livelihood, and if 
there are not other veterinarians there to 
work a shift then it falls on them to do so,” 
McCullough said. “That absolutely could 
lead to burnout. They are working six, 
sometimes seven days a week with not a lot 
of time to recoup and it takes a toll.”

McCullough said that clients of the 
practices where she works relief are quite 
receptive and are simply pleased that they are 
able to get their pets in to see a vet. 

“As long as they are getting good quality 
care, they are not picky about who is 
providing it,” McCullough said. “This is just 
a different angle of being able to help people 
and pets. It is pretty gratifying to know that 
some of these vets that are starting to feel a 
little bit burned out can take a breath.”

“It is tough to find people that are 
willing to do that.”
Nowhere is the shortage of veterinarians 

more acute than in practices that see large 
animals, such as the cattle, pigs, horses and 
goats you find on many area farms. The work 
is physically demanding, the hours are long, 
and veterinarians often get called out in the 
middle of the night. The pay rate is also 
lower because most large animal practices are 
in rural communities that can’t afford to pay 
the salaries that many vet school graduates 
can find in urban, pet-based practices.

 “We have been trying to hire a vet for 
three years. We finally have somebody on 
their way, they signed a contract and have a 
start date coming up soon and that’s really 
exciting for us,” said Jennifer Schirding, 
D.V.M., who divides her time between 
the Petersburg Veterinary Clinic and the 
Cornerstone Animal Hospital in Pleasant 
Plains. “We have three full-time doctors that 
share the load between the two clinics but 
it’s been really busy, really tough to keep 
schedules.”

Schirding didn’t grow up on a farm but 
got interested in large animal veterinary work 
because of a love for the outdoors and for 
science. She is concerned that fewer younger 
people are following in her footsteps. 

“There aren’t as many farm kids, people 
don’t grow up around it and just aren’t 
interested in it,” Schirding said. “We are 
available to our clients 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. It is tough to find people 
that are willing to do that. And it is very 
physically demanding, especially with large 
animals.

“I still love what I do, it’s just challenging 
sometimes,” Schirding said. “As far as more 
vet school graduates, yeah, we need more, 
bring them on!”

The University of Illinois at Urbana-

Veterinarian Gary Minder and technician Alissa Bixby check over a small dog that was brought to the Animal 
Emergency Clinic. PHOTO BY DAVID BLANCHETTE

Veterinarians Christina Holbrook and Kristi McCullough consult over a patient X-ray. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF KRISTI MCCULLOUGH.
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Champaign has the only veterinary school 
in Illinois. The university is seeking approval 
from the American Veterinary Medical 
Association Council on Education to increase 
the number that can be accepted into the 
school to 150 students, up from the current 
number of 130.

“We have a lack of supply to meet the 
demand. I have students just starting the 
third of their four years who are getting job 
offers from practices that are willing to give 
signing bonuses,” said Dr. Lawrence Firkins, 
the University of Illinois Veterinary School 
Dean. “Right now the typical veterinarian is 
exhausted. There is an increased demand for 
veterinary care of a comparable level to what 
people expect for themselves.”

Firkins said more than three-quarters 
of the students enrolled in the school’s 
veterinary medicine program are women, as 
are two-thirds of the program’s faculty, and a 
shift in the profession from food animal care 
to care for pets has attracted more female 
interest in the profession.

“The most challenging are the practices in 
rural communities that serve both large and 
small animals,” Firkins said. “There are areas 
where we can’t even get students to look at 
the practices. People from suburbia want to 
go back to suburbia.” 

“We need to get young people exposed 
to the profession and show them ‘this is 
what it looks like,’” Firkins said. “During 
COVID when we couldn’t meet with 
family or people, a lot of animals in shelters 
got adopted. Now those animals all need 
veterinary care.”

“It’s not even about money, they just 
aren’t around.”
Sangamon County Animal Control uses 
veterinarians to monitor the health of the 
animals housed at the animal shelter in 
Springfield. Lately, that’s been tough for 
the Sangamon County Health Department, 
which oversees the Animal Control program.

“We had fewer hours from vets who were 
able to come and help us in our shelter to 
check on the animals. We had times where 
we only had a few hours a week of vet care,” 
said Gail O’Neill, Sangamon County Public 
Health Department director. “We looked at 
trying to partner with the Animal Protective 
League or anybody else to try to get a 
veterinarian here.”

“It’s not even about money, they just 
aren’t around,” O’Neill said. “And when they 
are, they are extremely expensive.”

The Public Health Department saw 
the problem coming and has taken several 
steps to address the veterinarian shortage, 
O’Neill said. The department created the 
position of animal care manager six months 
ago and filled the job by hiring Andrew 
Lehman, who has more than 20 years of 

experience working in a veterinarian’s office. 
Improvements were also made to the animal 
shelter to make it easier to monitor and care 
for the animals. 

Two private-practice veterinarians, 
including Animal Control medical care 
consultant Kate Luthin, D.V.M., are able to 
work several hours per week and are available 
by phone to consult with the animal care 
manager, O’Neill said. The Sangamon 
County Board appropriated a $50,000 
emergency care fund so animals at the shelter 
can be taken to see a veterinarian if needed. 

But it still remains a struggle to find 
veterinarians willing to help the Animal 
Control program.

“We have found that the veterinarians 
aren’t all in private practice anymore,” 
O’Neill said. “Some of them are associated 
with corporate operations where they can’t 
compete, so they can’t do a lunch hour at the 

local animal clinic or shelter.” 
“The animals that come to our shelter 

aren’t like the pets we take to our vets,” 
O’Neill said. “We often don’t know the 
environment the animals are coming from, if 
they’re sick or they’ve been abused. You just 
don’t know what you are getting, and most 
of the time they haven’t been really well cared 
for.”

“We are humans too.”
The United States has the highest average 
per capita spending on veterinary services, 
averaging $162 for every citizen in the 
country, according to the job-search 
company Zippia.

Veterinarians earned an average of 
$99,250 per year in 2020, according to the 
website pawsomeadvice. More than 126,000 
veterinarians are currently practicing in the 
U.S.

But the website also notes that the average 
age of veterinarians is 44.5 years, meaning a 
wave of retirements is just ahead, and vets are 
2.8 times more likely to commit suicide than 
the general U.S. population.

The job is in demand but very demanding 
for both veterinarians and veterinary 
technicians. 

As he prepares to leave for Florida to 
become a relief veterinarian, the Animal 
Emergency Clinic’s Dr. Minder keeps 
reminding his fellow workers that they 
must learn to deal with the stress of the 
occupation.

“To survive in this you’d better learn 
to put up a wall. We are humans too, we 
all have our own pets, and we know what 
it feels like to not be able to get them in,” 
Minder said. “You bond with these people 
and come to love their pets and what ends up 
happening is, even if you did your best and 
diagnosed everything, they can still die. And 
it hurts. And you have to learn how to deal 
with that or it will eat you up.” 

Minder added that pet owners can do 
their part while the veterinarian shortage 
continues.

“You can’t control what pet gets diabetes 
or cancer, but pet owners should do their 
best to try and minimize hazards,” Minder 
said. “Baby-proof things at home so dogs 
can’t eat them, remove things that can cause 
injury when pets are running freely.”

“Keep up with the wellness of your pets 
and be more proactive,” Minder said. “We 
all do it. We think, ‘Oh, he vomited once, 
maybe he’ll stop.’ Then two days later when 
he keeps vomiting we are scrambling, trying 
to get into a veterinarian who’s already 
overbooked.”

Today’s successful veterinary practices 
must proactively deal with the inherent stress 
of the occupation. Five Star Veterinary’s 
Dr. Kilty said their clinic, which handles 
overflow from other practices, realizes it’s 
about the humans as much as the animals.

“We are a little different in that we put 
our staff first, so this whole hospital is built 
towards them,” Kilty said. “In turn they 
invest in their own education a lot more and 
value themselves more highly, so they work a 
lot harder.”

Kilty moved from Connecticut to take 
advantage of the opportunities in Illinois. As 
she and her fellow team members finally got 
Leo the cat calmed down enough to examine 
him and draw blood, Kilty said she’s happy 
to be working at Five Star. 

“There are referral hospitals like ours 
everywhere in Connecticut but it costs a lot 
of money to get in,” Kilty said. “Here the vet 
experience is very personable, you really get 
to know the people, and it’s pretty affordable. 
I like doing veterinary medicine here rather 
than back in Connecticut.” 

Five Star Veterinary team member Liz Alatorre carries a client's dog to the holding area of the daytime urgent care 
clinic. PHOTO BY DAVID BLANCHETTE
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OUTDOORS

Adopt a tree at Oak Ridge Cemetery
OUTDOORS | Karen Ackerman Witter

Trees will soon turn brilliant shades of 
red, orange and yellow, treating us to 
the splendor of Mother Nature. Fall 
is a perfect time to adopt a tree – at 
Oak Ridge Cemetery. In addition to 
being the final resting place for some of 
Springfield’s most notable citizens, Oak 
Ridge Cemetery is a year-round source 
of beauty, with thousands of trees on the 
property. The eighth annual tree tour on 
Oct. 15 is an opportunity to learn more 
about some of these trees. 

For more than 50 years, Guy 
Sternberg has been researching existing 
trees as well as planting interesting or 
unique trees on the grounds. Sternberg 
is an internationally known oak expert 
and founder of Starhill Forest Arboretum 
near Petersburg. More than a hundred 
significant trees at the cemetery have 
been documented, which individuals, 
families, organizations and businesses can 
adopt. These include the oldest and rarest 
spontaneous or planted trees, as well as 
trees Sternberg started from seeds from 
special international trees. Trees available 
for adoption must be of ecological, 
botanical or historical significance, 
aesthetically pleasing and compatible with 
protecting burials.

The Adopt-A-Tree program promotes 
greater interest and understanding of 
trees and the natural environment of 
the cemetery and helps preserve that 
environment for the future. The cost to 
adopt a tree is $75. Funds are used to 
document, interpret and preserve trees 
in Oak Ridge Cemetery and for expenses 
associated with the annual tree tours 
conducted by volunteers. 

The trees are identified with 
permanent markers that provide the tree’s 
name, ID number and a QR code linking 
to extensive information about the 
specimen. The annual tree tour features 
some of these notable trees, which 
include oaks, maples, sycamores, locusts, 
Osage orange, pine, beech, tulip tree, 
cottonwood, birch, walnut and more. 
Research is ongoing. More trees will be 
added in the future. 

The website includes the names of 
those who adopted the tree and names to 
whom the tree is dedicated. Certificates 
are also provided. For more information 
about the tree inventory, trees available 
for adoption, an application form 
and the tree tours, go to https://
oakridgecemeterytrees.com/. 

My adoption 
experience
I learned about the Adopt-A-Tree 
program at a previous tree tour. My 
father is buried in a family plot in 
a beautiful setting at Oak Ridge 
Cemetery, with a large, majestic oak 
tree nearby. I contacted my friend Guy 
Sternberg to learn more about this 
tree and discovered that it was deemed 
significant for being a typical mature 
white oak specimen with good form 
between 100 and 150 years old and was 
eligible for adoption. 

There are many white oaks on 
the list of trees available for adoption 
because white oaks were apparently the 
predominant species present when the 
cemetery was founded, and white oak 
is the official Illinois State Tree. The 
official tree inventory notes that this 
white oak (Quercus alba) was selected to 
represent an outstanding spontaneous 
mature specimen 100-150 years of age 
that probably sprouted shortly after the 
time Oak Ridge was dedicated. It is 
one of the most common tree species at 
Oak Ridge and is represented by several 
ancient landmark trees dating to 1844 
or earlier, several younger trees from 
special sources that were planted starting 
in 1994, and this one that is typical of 
an outstanding mature tree.

The Adopt-A-Tree program is a 
wonderful way to remember or honor 
a friend or family member. It is also a 
simple way for anyone who loves trees 
to help maintain the natural splendor of 
Oak Ridge Cemetery. – Karen Witter

Oak Ridge Tree Tour, 1-4 p.m. Oct. 15
This year’s tour is in the Temple Garden area, just north of the War Memorials. Enter off J. 
David Jones Parkway. The tour starts at the big tree just past the War Memorials on the north 
side of the drive.

The Temple Garden area was part of a 1940s expansion of the cemetery, and the city planted 
500 trees in the new development. A columned temple sculpture was installed in 1954. 

The tour will feature 28 trees. Some existed before the cemetery was founded, some 
were planted more than 50 years ago and other unique trees were planted after 1994. Forty 
volunteers will guide visitors and interpret the trees. 

Included on the tour is the largest native shingle oak (Quercus imbricaria) in the cemetery, 
located behind the temple sculpture. Also on the tour is one of the two last known seedlings 
grown from the Wye Oak in Maryland, the largest white oak ever found on Earth and one of 
the first five trees included in the National Champion Tree Program when it was founded in 
1945. Both the shingle oak and Wye oak, and many more, should have seeds available during 
the tour for visitors to take home and grow. 

There is no rain date; dress for the weather. For more information, go to: https://
oakridgecemeterytrees.com/2022-tour-temple-garden/

On the tour is the largest native shingle oak in the cemetery, located behind the Temple Garden monument which 
was installed in 1954, carved in Italy of Roman travertine marble. The city contracted with the Pompeian Garden 
Furniture Company of New York City for the sculpture. 

White oak tree adopted by Karen Witter.
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BOOKS

Visit Midwest history
A new guide to the Heartland
REVIEW | Cinda Ackerman Klickna

As the weather turns chilly and the leaves start 
turning, there is still time to get in one or two 
last outings before cold weather hits. Cynthia 
Clampitt’s book Destination Heartland – A 
Guide to Discovering the Midwest’s Remarkable 
Past offers ideas. Destinations include historic 
towns and inns, museums and living-history 
venues, forts and lighthouses, sites devoted to 
ethnicity and ancestry, plus many more.  Places 
to visit close to home, in Illinois, or in another 
Midwest state are recommended in the book.

In the introduction, Clampitt shares why 
she wrote the book: “To encourage readers 
to seek out the many delightful places where 
one can visit Midwestern history…from 
simply viewing to exploring and engaging.” 
She acknowledges that the list of sites is not 
comprehensive but focuses on ones that have 
significance to Midwest history.

In the first chapter, “Creating and Defining 
the Midwest,” Clampitt writes about the 
Midwest’s development after the ice age, 
during the era of trappers, traders, pioneers and 
settlers, and changes through time. 

Sites in 12 states are included in order of 
statehood. The reader can travel through Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, 
North Dakota and South Dakota. In each 
chapter destinations are listed in this order.  
Each destination includes the history of the 
site and its significance. The information helps 
to choose a site to visit, and provides a guide 
when one actually makes a visit.

The book can be used to determine a trip 
in several ways. Looking for places to stop in a 
particular state? Choose from the destinations 
listed under each state. Looking for something 
close to home? Then turn to the list of Illinois 
sites.  Clampitt has included Springfield’s 
various Lincoln sites, New Salem, the African 
American History Museum, the Dana-Thomas 
House, the Illinois State Museum and Elijah 
Iles House. 

Another way to use the book is to turn to 
the table of contents and find sites that fit a 
certain type of destination.  In one chapter, 
“Eating and Sleeping History,” options include 
historic inns and dining venues such as the 
Rathseller (Indianapolis), DeSoto House 
(Galena), The Village Tavern (Long Grove, 
Illinois), plus many others. 

Maybe a trip to a reenactment or show 
offers an ideal getaway. In “Experiencing 
History,” Clampitt includes such places as the 
Garfield Farm Museum in Campton Hills, 
Illinois, and The Feast of the Hunter’s Moon 
October festival in West Lafayette, Indiana.  

Chapters focus on a particular look at 
history. “Witnessing History” lists living 
history sites and museums with interpreters 
and hands-on activities – maybe to Sauder 
Village Living History Museum and Farm in 
Archbold, Ohio, Conner Prairie in Fishers, 
Indiana, the Naper Settlement in Naperville, 
Illinois, or farther away to Old Cowtown 
Museum in Wichita, Kansas, with a trapper’s 
cabin, old Western-style street complete with 
wooden sidewalks and shops.

“Perusing History,” one of the longest 
chapters, includes vintage sites, historic homes 
and large and small museums that offer tours 
or self-guided walks. Choices that might be 
of interest are the Johnny Appleseed Museum 
in Urbana, Ohio, the History Center in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana, the Chinese American 
Museum in Chicago, Brucemore, a Queen 
Anne-style mansion, and the National Czech 
and Slovak Museum and Library, both in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

The J.H. Hawes Grain Elevator Museum 
in Atlanta, Illinois, includes a fully restored 
wooden grain elevator with a train car next 
to it. The John Deere Pavilion in Moline, 

Illinois,   displays farming implements used in 
the 1800s.

 “Exploring History” focuses on historic 
towns. Quite a few of the destinations included 
are in Illinois, such as Bishop Hill, settled by 
Swedish immigrants in the 1840s, Cahokia 
Mounds,  a UNESCO World Heritage site 
near Collinsville, The Grove, a 145-acre 
preserve with interpretive center in Glenview, 
Illinois, and the Illinois Railway Museum in 
Union, Illinois. Farther away are Windmill 
Island in Holland, Michigan, known for 
windmills and tulips, the Amana Colonies in 
Iowa, and Fort Snelling in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
which overlooks the junction of the Mississippi 
and Minnesota Rivers.  

Clampitt calls her book, “my love letter to 
the Midwest and its history.” For one looking 
for a fun and historic place to visit, Clampitt’s 
book is chockful of ideas and offers an easy 
way to explore possibilities.  What might be 
difficult is choosing where to go first. 

Cinda Ackerman Klickna had never heard of the 
some of the sites listed in the book. She now has a 
new bucket list.

Destination Heartland – a Guide to Discovering the Midwest’s Remarkable Past, by Cynthia Clampitt. 272 pages, 
3 Fields Books, May 2022. $19.95
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THEATER

Buyer & Cellar is worth the buy-in
Spencer Theatre Company’s one-man show continues at the Hoogland
REVIEW | Nicole L.V. Mullis

Basements are synonymous with 
sentimental hoarding. Oh, the things 
we can’t part with but don’t want in our 
“upstairs” lives.

Buyer & Cellar, the 2013 comedy 
by Jonathan Tolins, takes this universal 
conundrum to a superstar level. The 
setting involves the very real mall in the 
basement of Barbra Streisand’s Malibu 
barn. As detailed in Streisand’s book, My 
Passion for Design, these underground 
storefronts showcase the gifts, curiosities 
and souvenirs accrued by the multi-award-
winning megastar.

Sounds pretentious? Hold on to your 
silver spoon.

Enter fictional, out-of-work actor Alex 
More, whose brief retail experience lands 
him the role of sole employee in this one-
customer mall. More’s sense of snark helps 
him survive the dull days, which he details 
to his Barbra-curious boyfriend, Barry. 
Things change when Streisand herself 
finally comes down to “shop.”

An unlikely relationship between the 
megastar and the mega-nobody begins. 
Bartering over French dolls with fabricated 
backstories evolves into late-night yogurt 
confessionals and eventually professional 
collaboration. More delights in the bond, 
believing it to be a game-changer, until 
the day the megastar takes More into her 
upstairs life.

Buyer & Cellar is a one-man show, 
which enabled Spencer Theatre Company 
to keep a fall play in their rotation despite 
the pandemic pushing their January 
production of Driving Miss Daisy into 
July. The fact that actor Jacob Deters was 
interested in being that one man, sealed the 
deal.

“When we knew that Jacob was willing 
to take it on, we knew it was something that 
would be fabulous,” producer Julie Staley 
said.

And it is fabulous.
Deters engages with the audience as if 

we’re all his BFF, just waiting for him to 
come home and spill the Barbra Tea.

Working alone doesn’t stop Deters from 
reenacting whole conversations, playing the 
roles of Streisand, Barry and anyone else 
who strays into his strange work week. He 
does so without impersonations, letting the 
kvetching take center stage. The arguments 
have an edge, the confessionals have a 
softness and the asides have a punch. These 
multi-character interactions can be dizzying 

at times, but it all plays into the feeling that 
Deters is talking just to you.

The dialogue is quick-witted and full 
of inside jokes, but Deters’ charm keeps 
the clueless in the loop. A wink, a smile 
or a quizzical head tilt lets you know what 
he means, even if you don’t know what 
he means. Deters’ rock-solid rapport with 
the audience squeezes every bit of hilarity 
out of pivotal moments, especially when 
Streisand takes More upstairs.

The gorgeous Peggy Ryder Theatre is a 
quiet backdrop in this production. Director 
John Paris keeps the main stage curtained 
and dark. Instead, the action unfolds below 
the stage, with a simple rug and spartan 
furnishings. This choice by Paris creates 
the effect of being both underground and 
behind the scenes. Audience members are 
encouraged to sit close to the set, which 
completes the intimate setting. 

Duane Fant’s light and sound design 
is understated and perfect – a classic bell 
announcing Streisand’s arrival, the soft 
wafting in and out of appropriately themed 
Streisand ballads, a subtle change in light. 

This stripped-down approach lets Deters be 
larger than life.

“We’ve had a fun time putting this show 
together with Jacob,” Staley said. “[Deters 
is] a true professional and made the work 
easy for us. John Paris made the work 
lighter as well. They made a great team.”

Buyer & Cellar is an entertaining 
evening for anyone who loves a well-told 
tale, especially those with basements full of 
“memories.”
Nicole L.V. Mullis is a playwright, author 
and recent transplant to Springfield. 

Times and tickets
The remaining Buyer & Cellar 
performances are 8 p.m. on Oct. 7 and 
8 at the Peggy Ryder Theatre in the 
Hoogland Center for the Arts located at 
420 S. 6th Street in Springfield. Tickets 
are $20 for adults and $18 for seniors, 
and can be purchased through www.
SpencerTheatreCompany.com or the 
Hoogland box office at 217-523-2787.

Jacob Deters in Buyer & Cellar. PHOTO COURTESY SPENCER THEATRE COMPANY
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Good-for-you dips
FOOD | Ashley Meyer

FOOD

Whether you’re looking for that perfect game-
day recipe or dish to take to a harvest cookout, 
hearty dips are a party essential that deliver 
lots of flavor with relatively little effort or 
expense. Hot or cold, creamy or spicy – there’s 
a dip for every taste and diet. 

Some of the best preparations don’t even 
require a recipe, such as this preparation that 
we served when I was working for a catering 
company up in Chicago years ago. Good 
quality jarred marinara sauce was poured into 
a lightly greased casserole dish then topped 
with coins of fresh goat cheese and a sprinkle 
of Parmesan. Baked until golden and bubbly 
and served with a basket of warm garlic bread, 
it was an easy and satisfying recipe that I still 
make today. 

While it’s true that most party dips are 
delightfully cheesy calorie bombs, there are 
some gorgeous and tasty recipes that are full 
of good-for-you ingredients and fresh vibrant 
flavors. Even the most committed carnivores 
have been known to devour this smoky red 
lentil hummus and zesty pineapple salsa, 
especially when served with freshly fried 
tostones. 

Pineapple Black Bean Salsa with 
Tostones 
½ fresh pineapple, trimmed, cored and cut 
into 1/4-inch dice
1 can black beans, drained and rinsed 
1 red bell pepper, cut into ¼-inch dice
1 jalapeno, minced (optional) 
½ red onion, minced 
1 clove garlic
Juice of one lime 
1 bunch cilantro 
Salt to taste 

Combine the above ingredients and mix 
well. Season to taste with salt. Refrigerate 
until ready to serve. Serve with tostones (fried 
plantains) or tortilla chips 

For the tostones: 
2 green plantains 
Vegetable oil for frying 
Salt 

Peel the plantain by using a paring knife to 
cut off both tips of the plantain before making 
four lengthwise slits in the peel, cutting just 
as deep as the peel is thick. Remove the peel 
in sections, then use a knife to remove any 
remaining peel from the flesh of the plantain. 
Cut the peeled plantains into diagonal slices 
approximately three-fourths of an inch thick. 

Heat an inch of oil in a wide heavy-

bottomed pot to 325 degrees. Fry the slices 
of plantain until tender, flipping once, about 
four minutes. Remove the plantains from 
the oil and place on paper towels to cool 
and come to room temperature. When cool, 
place fried plantain slices in between sheets of 
wax paper and use a skillet to flatten/smash. 
Repeat with remaining slices. 

Heat the oil to 375 degrees. Fry the 
plantains, flipping once, until browned and 
crispy, about two minutes. Sprinkle with salt 
and serve warm. 

Spicy Red Lentil Hummus 
1 cup red lentils 
¼ cup tahini 
¼ cup olive oil 
Juice of one lemon 
1-2 garlic cloves 
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon smoked paprika 
½ teaspoon cumin 
1-2 tablespoons harissa (Tunisian red chili 

paste – omit if you don’t like spice) 
Additional olive oil and chopped parsley to 
garnish. 

Rinse the lentils then place them in a 
saucepan with enough water to cover the 
lentils by an inch. Bring to a boil over high 
heat, then reduce heat to a simmer and cook 
for 30 minutes, until lentils are soft and 
slightly mushy. Sprinkle the lentils with salt 
and a squeeze of lemon, then spread them 
out on a plate or small tray to cool to room 
temperature. 

Combine the cooled lentils and the 
remaining ingredients in a food processor 
and process until smooth. Serve drizzled with 
additional olive oil and chopped herbs. 

Caramelized onion, blue cheese and 
bacon dip 
3 slices bacon 
1 pound yellow onions, minced (use a food 
processor if you have one) 
¼ cup dry sherry (optional) 

½ teaspoon dried thyme 
1 ½ cups (12 ounces) sour cream or Greek 
yogurt 
½ cup (4 ounces) mayonnaise 
1 teaspoon granulated onion 
½ teaspoon garlic powder 
2 tablespoons minced chives 
1 teaspoon sherry vinegar 
¼ teaspoon black pepper 
1 teaspoon anchovy paste 
4 ounces crumbled blue cheese 

Fry the bacon in a wide skillet over medium 
high heat. Remove when crisp and set aside 
on a paper towel to drain. Add the chopped 
onions to the hot fat in the skillet and cook 
over medium-high heat for about two minutes 
until they start to brown lightly. Add the 
sherry to deglaze the pan (you can also use 
water or dry wine), scraping up all the brown 
bits that had stuck to the bottom of the pan. 
Reduce the heat to low and cook, stirring 
occasionally, until the onions are a deep 
golden brown, about 45 minutes. Transfer the 
onions to a mixing bowl and cool to room 
temperature. Once cool, add the remaining 
ingredients and mix well. Taste for seasoning 
and refrigerate until ready to serve. Finely 
chop the bacon and sprinkle it over the dip 
just before serving. Delicious with freshly fried 
kettle chips and cut vegetables. 

Artichoke dip 
This gem of a recipe originated from a 
spiral-bound cookbook published by the 
Junior League of Rockford in 1984. A few 
tweaks have been made over the years – my 
grandmother added the rosemary and I’m 
responsible for the addition of chili flakes. 
Don’t be tempted to swap out a higher fat 
cheese (such as cheddar) for the mozzarella – 
the resulting dish will be too greasy. 

1 cup mayonnaise 
1 cup grated Parmesan cheese 
2 cups shredded low-fat mozzarella cheese 
2 14-ounce cans artichoke hearts, drained and 
chopped 
1 heaping teaspoon garlic powder 
1 teaspoon chopped fresh rosemary 
Red chili flakes to taste (optional) 
Paprika

Combine the above ingredients except the 
paprika in a bowl and mix well. Transfer to 
a buttered two-quart baking dish and lightly 
sprinkle paprika over the top. Bake in a 
preheated 375-degree oven for 20-25 minutes. 
Serve warm. 

Spicy red lentil hummus   PHOTO BY ASHLEY MEYER
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Octoberized music
NOW PLAYING | Tom Irwin

Don’t look now, but summer is over 
and autumn has arrived, and with cool 
temperatures by wondrous ways of the 
weather. You may need to bundle up for 
outdoor events as we weave toward the end 
of the season, but you can tell yourself (and 
others) that you are cool, for real. Now let’s 
see which way the wind blows the music.

Thursday continues to be a terrific night 
for live music such as these pre-weekend 
happenings of Myers+Brandt+Paoni 
bringing tight harmonies and well-done 
songs to BUNN Gourmet, Robert Sampson 
& Friends blues-ing up a storm at the Curve 
Inn, Billy Galt’s Blues Dragons taking it all 
in at Whiskey Jack’s and Patrick Hagerman 
joining me at Sportsman’s Lounge for an 
evening of song. And don’t forget it’s the 
Healing Crystal Bowls Meditation night 
at Unity Church where you can relax 
to the soothing sounds of ringing bowls 
delivering healing vibrations all while 
“sending harmony, peace and balance into 
our community world,” which sounds quite 
nice, and perhaps necessary.

Friday comes in with a bang per usual, 
with another stellar show at Boones for the 
Friday Night Jazz music series when Michael 
Taylor dusts off some songs and his guitar, 
along with those singing fingers, to perform 
jazz standards plus some fingerpickin’ tunes 
Chet-style and also a set of blues-based 
numbers, all accompanied by Mike Lang on 
acoustic bass and Jaro Howse on the drum 
kit. 

The Backroom Lounge in Riverton 
hosts two talented and respected touring 
musicians when real-deal singers and 
songwriters Sydney Adams and Zach Aaron 
play the intimate venue. Sydney hails from 
southeastern Kentucky with a pocket full 
of songs based in traditional country and 
bluegrass, while Zach drifts in by way of 
Oklahoma with some Prine, Townes and 
Earle floating through his tunes. 

If I really did just hear someone say they 
were craving ragtime music (and someone, 
somewhere is, I am sure of it), Friday is 
your lucky night when Cherry and Jerry, 
a straight-up, ragtime duo from St. Louis, 
drop into Buzz Bomb Brewing Company. 

For a preview of their upcoming 
Hoogland show on Oct. 14, -- get your 
tickets while you can -- Venezuelan singing 
sensation Maria Alejandra Rodriguez 
(she’s also an accomplished producer, 
composer and performer, setting records for 
selling records in her home country) joins 
Springfield-based Brazilian guitarist Jose 

Emilio Gobbo for an evening performance 
at Anchors Away. 

Patrick Hagerman hangs around town 
for a groove-filled, groovy night at the 
Butternut Hut doing some Dead and more, 
then over at the round bar, here comes 
award-winning double trouble with Red 
Ribbon Revue and Blue RIbbon Revival 
taking over George Ranks for the night. 

For a classical touch, the Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception presents 
Springfield soprano Diane Dietz, along with 
accompanist Nichol DelGiorno, for a First 
Friday concert from 7 to 8 p.m.

We now jump over Saturday (no 
particular reason) for a peek at Sunday, 
and I spy Lindsey Jensen, Wayward Motel 
and Grounded playing at the Blue Grouch 
(2-7 p.m.) doing a benefit for the Animal 
Protective League featuring celebrity 
“Barktenders” to make the day a howling, 
growling, tail-wagging success. It’s always 
good to have a good time while supporting 
a very good cause, and that sounds good to 
me. 

 Don’t forget to bring a jacket along 
when visiting the Fall Harvest Festival at 
Lincoln Memorial Garden this Saturday and 
Sunday. Plus, remember there’s live music 
both days from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the neat 
little stage across the street from the main 
entrance.

Well, that should get us going into 
October just fine. See you next week. 

MUSIC

Kraig Kenning plays the Lincoln Memorial Garden Fall 
Harvest Festival this Saturday. 
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MUSIC

Thursday
Oct 6
Myers + Brandt + Paoni
BUNN Gourmet, 5-7pm

Robert Sampson and Friends
Curve Inn, 6pm

Jackpot Karaoke with Debbie 
Cakes
Curve Inn, 7-11pm

J.C.B. Entertainment Karaoke
La Fiesta Chatham, 6-10pm

Tom Irwin and Patrick 
Hagerman

Sportsman’s Lounge and Restaurant, 
5:30-8:30pm

Billy Galt’s Blues Dragons
Whiskey Jack’s Sports Bar, 7-10pm

Friday
Oct 7
Maria Alejandra Rodriguez with 
Jose Emilio Gobbo
Anchors Away, 8-10pm

Sydney Adams and Zach Aaron
The Backroom Lounge, Riverton, 
7pm

Deja Voodoo
The Blue Grouch Pub, 6:30-10:30pm

Friday Night Jazz - Michael Taylor 
Trio
Boone’s, 5:30-7:30pm

J.C.B. Entertainment Karaoke
Bunkers Bar, Illiopolis, 8pm-1am

Cherry and Jerry
Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 7-10pm

Shenanigans
Curve Inn, 6:30pm

B-Flat Karaoke
Dew Chilli Parlor, 7-11pm

The Blue Ribbon Revival/ 
The Red Ribbon Revue
George Rank’s, 7-10pm

Fun DMC
Greentree Lounge, Raymond, 7pm

Angel Brown’s Smooth N’ Blue 
Band
Lime Street Cafe, 7-10:30pm

JackAsh
Long Bridge Golf Course, 6-10am

Joel Honey Jams
Slauterhouse Brewing Co., Auburn, 
6-9pm

The Wanderers
VFW 10302 Northenders, 7pm

Next Thing Smokin’
Weebles Bar & Grill, 6:30-10:30pm

That Girl Band
Whiskey Jack’s Sports Bar, 8pm

Saturday
Oct 8
Broken Stone
The Blue Grouch Pub,  
6:30pm

Mississippi Leghound
Brookhills Golf Club, 3pm

Kapital Sound
Crows Mill Pub, 6:30-10:30pm

Captain Geech and the Shrimp 
Shack Shooters
Jacksonville Downtown, 
Jacksonville, 2:30pm

Angel Brown’s Smooth N’ Blue 
Band
Lime Street Cafe, 7-10:30pm

Joel Gragg
Lincoln Memorial Garden,  
11am-12:30pm

Cactus Ranch
Lincoln Memorial Garden,  
12:45-2:15pm

Kraig Kenning
Lincoln Memorial Garden, 2:30-4pm

Thomas J. Beverly
Sangamo Brewing Co., Chatham, 
6-8:30pm

Chris Camp & His Blues 
Ambassadors
Third Base Sports Bar, 7am-11pm

After School Special
Walnut Street Winery, Rochester, 7-10pm

X-Krush
Weebles Bar & Grill, 6-10:30pm

Sunday
Oct 9
Captain Geech and the Shrimp 
Shack Shooters
Danenberger Family Vineyards,  
|New Berlin, 2pm

Joel Honey Jams
Don's Place, Jacksonville, 6:30-
10:30pm

Mike Burnett
Hill Prairie Winery, Oakford, 2-5pm

The Tangents
Indian Knoll Pumpkins, 
Mechanicsburg, 1pm

Joel Gragg
It’s All About Wine, 3-6pm

Ben Bedford
Lincoln Memorial Garden,  
11am-12:30pm

Tom and Owen Irwin
Lincoln Memorial Garden, 12:45-
2:15pm

The Deep Hollow
Lincoln Memorial Garden, 2:30-4pm

Ella Gibson
Sheedy Shores WineGarden, Loami, 
2pm

The Kitchens
Trails End Saloon, Curran, 4-7pm

Rock & Roll Sisters and Bustin’ 
Loose
Weebles Bar & Grill, 1pm

Monday
Oct 10
Jackson Stokes
The Alamo, 7pm

Open mic with Joel Honey  
and Silas Tockey
Whiskey Jack’s Sports Bar,  
8-11pm

Tuesday
Oct 11
J.C.B. Entertainment Karaoke
The Alibi, Rochester, 8pm-12am

Karaoke with Debbie Cakes
The Blue Grouch Pub, 7-11pm

Open mic with the Sarah 
Schneider Band
George Rank’s, 8-11pm

Songwriter open mic 
 with Tom Irwin
It’s All About Wine, 6-9pm

Wednesday
Oct 12
Wolf Crick Boys
The Backroom Lounge, Riverton, 
6-9pm

Open mic
Boone’s, 7-10pm

Karaoke
Clique, 9pm-1am

Karaoke
Crows Mill Pub, 8pm

Karaoke with Debbie Cakes
Weebles Bar & Grill, 7-11pm

Karaoke with DJ Jeff
Whiskey Jack’s Sports Bar, 7pm

Live music within 40 miles of Springfield. 
Dates, times and locations are subject 
to change, so we suggest calling before 
attending an event.
 
Attention bands, bars and musicians: 
submit your shows and photos online 
at www.illinoistimes.com  or by email 
calendar@illinoistimes.com.

The Wanderers play at VFW 10302 on Friday night. 
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SHOP LOCAL  Support local businesses
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THE CALENDAR

FESTIVALS | Celebrate the season 
Lincoln Memorial Garden has managed to pack a full season 
of fall activities into one fun weekend. The annual Fall Harvest 

Festival will have blacksmithing and spinning demonstrations, live 
music, face painting and pumpkin decorating. Be sure to explore 
the popular fairy house building, which is constructed of natural 
materials such as acorns, twigs, bark, leaves and grasses, then take a 
stroll down the troll trail. The garden also has some surprises to 
discover this year. Tucked back in the corner of Cawley Meadow 
you will find Aco the troll, Nature’s Portal and The Nest. Adults can 
enjoy shopping the handiwork of artists and crafters who use natural 
materials to make jewelry, toys and artwork, plus the Springfield Art 
Association’s art truck will be on site for more hands-on creativity. 
With all the activities, everyone will be sure to work up an appetite 
and some fair food favorites will be on hand and ready – cotton 
candy, nachos, mini donuts and cheese on a stick. Be on the lookout 
for new treats this year such as ice cream, apple cider slushies, 
cinnamon rolls and homemade fudge. The festival runs from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. on both days. Admission is $8 for everyone age 11 
and older. Kids age 10 and under are admitted free. 

Fall Harvest Festival
Saturday and Sunday

Oct. 8-9, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Lincoln Memorial Garden
2301 E. Lake Shore Drive

lincolnmemorialgarden.org.
217-529-1111

historical references. $12.50 or 
$15 VIP. Mason City Limits Comedy 
Club, Mason City, 114 E. Chestnut 
St., 217-482-5233.

 Art & Architecture

Art History Happy Hour
Thu., Oct. 6, 6-7:30pm. The 
Essence of Vincent, presented by 
Marianne Stremsterfer. Participants 
will learn about the progression 
of Vincent Van Gogh’s styles, his 
struggles and successes, and try 
to answer the ongoing question 
of his end of life. Refreshments 
will be served and there will also 
be opportunity to create your own 
virtual van Gogh. Free. Springfield 
Art Association, 700 N. Fourth St., 
217-523-2631.

Casual textile and macrame 
workshop
Fri., Oct. 7, 6-8pm. Learn 
techniques and share stories 
of macrame and textiles. Bring 
one spool of cotton cord or yarn. 
Some cord, hoops, dowels may 
be provided, but with a limited 
supply. All skill levels are welcome. 
Art by Severyn Beekman will be 
displayed. A $5-$10 donation is 
appreciated but not necessary. DIM 
Art House, 319 Chatham Rd.

“Poly-wave: Seeds of Color and 
Shape”
Through Oct. 20. A solo exhibition 
by Chicago-based artist and UIS 
alum Mauricio Ramirez, who 
has developed a career as an 
accomplished muralist since 
graduating from UIS in 2012. UIS 
Visual Arts Gallery, HSB 201, One 
University Plaza, 217-206-6506.

Second Saturday Open Studio
Second Saturday of every month. 
Watch pharmacy member artists at 
work, ask questions to learn about 
their process. Also visit the current 
exhibit. Free. The Pharmacy Gallery 
and Art Space, 623 E. Adams St., 
801-810-9278.

 Auditions

Miracle on 34th Street: The 
Musical
Sat., Oct. 8, 9:30am. Performances 
are December 2-4 and 9-11, 
2022. Call or visit the Facebook 
event page for more information. 
Hoogland Center for the Arts, 420 S. 
Sixth St., 217-523-2787.

 History

Candlelight Walk
Oct. 7-8. The only opportunity to 
see the log cabin village at night. 
Period-clothed interpreters will 
be inside many of the log homes 
and shops to talk about life in 
19th century Illinois. Lincoln’s 
New Salem State Historic Site, 

Petersburg, 15588 History Lane, 
217-632-4000.

NOT Mr. Lincoln’s Neighborhood
Thu., Oct. 6, 12pm. What was 
happening in the Lincoln Home 
area around one hundred years 
after Lincoln left? Were people 
grilling out next door? Were there 
businesses along Seventh Street? 
UIS grad student, Marcel Tworek, 
will discuss what the area was like 
in the 1960s and early 70s. Lincoln 
Home National Historic Site, 413 S. 
Eighth St., 217-391-3221.

 Faith & Philosophy

Leo Fouts Memorial Sing
Tue., Oct. 11, 6:30pm. Featuring 
The Lesters and Big Mo. Grace 
Southern Baptist Church, Virden, 
302 W. Wright St., 217-965-5692.

 Holiday Happenings

Boo Bark Party
Sat., Oct. 8, 11am-2pm. Canine 
costume contest, pumpkin 
decorating and vendors. Check 
with the APL for canine attendee 
guidelines. Admission. Proceeds 
benefit the APL. Stuart Park, Winch 
Lane (north of Jefferson), 217-544-
7387.

Boo Crew Haunted House
Open every Friday and Saturday 
night through October. Both 
the Trail of Lost Souls and the 
haunted house are back this year. 
Concessions available. Boo victims 
should be at least age 10, but 
matinee hours are available for 
youngsters. Box office opens at 
6:30pm. Haunting begin around 
7pm. Rain or shine. $25-$40, 
matinee hours $15 and $5 for 
children. Boo Crew Haunted House, 
Mechanicsburg, 11083 Buckhart 
Rd., 217-551-6969.

Campfire sing-along
Sat., Oct. 8, 6-8pm. Join a harvest 
moon celebration. Roast hot dogs 
and s’mores by the fire (veg*n too), 
and sing along with familiar tunes 
by Andrew Heathwaite on guitar. 
Limited seating available, so bring 
a camp chair. enosparkgardens.
org. Free. Enos Park Neighborhood 
Garden, 1022 N. Fifth St., 217-610-
0720.

Carve for the Carillon
Oct. 8-9, 11am-3pm. Scooped 
pumpkins will be ready for your 
creative carving. Bring your carving 
tools, family and friends. The 
carved pumpkins will be displayed 
at the following week’s Jack O 
Lantern Spectacular. Rain or shine 
and while supplies last. Free. 
Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, 
1740 W. Fayette Ave., 217-546-
3853.

Terror on the Square

Fridays, Saturdays, 7-11pm. 
A terrifying haunted tour with 
mystifying illusions. Do you dare 
enter the 1930s funeral home 
knowing that terror awaits? Go 
to terroronthesquare.com for the 
gory details and tickets. $23. Terror 
on the Square, Petersburg, 119 S. 
Seventh St., 217-632-2731.

 Fairs & Festivals

Alpaca Farm Days
Sat., Oct. 8, 11am-4pm and Sun., 
Oct. 9, 11am-3pm. A family day 
at the alpaca farm. Learn about 
alpacas and shop alpaca products. 
Kids activities. Free admission. 
Alpacas of Indian Point Hills, 
Petersburg, 17229 Vaneman St., 
217-414-0266.

Devon on Tap
Sat., Oct. 8, 11:30am-4pm. 
Decatur craft beer and music 
festival. Samplings from regional 
breweries, food trucks, yard games 
and live music. See the Facebook 
event page for more information 
and tickets. $10-$75. The Devon 
Lakeshore Amphitheater, Decatur, 
620 E. Riverside Dr., 217-619-
8025.

Fall Harvest Festival
Oct. 8-9, 10am-4pm. Artisan 
demonstrations and exhibits such 
as the blacksmith demonstrating 
his techniques and finished wares. 
Explore the willow weaving that 
leads to the new Bird’s Nest. Check 
out the Fairy Woodlands and tree 
troll program, Art in the Garden and 
photo contest winners. Seasonal 
crafts, music and entertainment, 
homemade fudge and cinnamon 
rolls. $10; children age 10 and 
under free. Lincoln Memorial 
Garden, 2301 E. Lake Shore Dr., 
217-529-1111.

Sherman Brew Fest
Sat., Oct. 8, 1-4pm. Craft beer 
and wine. Music by Wild Daisy. 
Sherman Village Park Amphitheater, 
Sherman, 1200 Rail Fence Dr.

Whinnie’s Apple Fest
Sat., Oct. 8, 9am-6pm and Sun., 
Oct. 9, 10am-5pm. Celebration of 
all things apple and fall in honor 
of Whinnie, the miniature horse. 
Get your photo taken with Whinnie 
and enjoy pumpkin painting. Free. 
Jefferies Orchard, 1016 Jefferies 
Rd., 217-487-7582.

 Fundraisers and Galas

Blanket and Coat Fair
Sat., Oct. 15. Providing warm 
winter hoodies, hats, gloves and 
coats to families and individuals 
in need. Must show proof of need. 
Donations of items are still being 
taken. Volunteers are needed and 
must call before the date of the 
event to schedule an orientation. 

 Special Music Events

Band Concert
Tue., Oct. 11, 7-8pm. A 
performance by the Capital Area 
Concert Band featuring traditional 
band music, show tunes and jazz. 
Enter at the east canopy entrance. 
Free. Springfield First United 
Methodist Church, 2941 S. Koke 
Mill Rd., 217-498-8072.

First Friday Concert
Fri., Oct. 7, 7-8pm. Springfield 
soprano Diane Dietz and 
accompanist Nichol DelGiorno bring 
unique music to the magnificent 
acoustics of the Cathedral. Free. 
Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, 524 E. Lawrence Ave., 
217-522-3342.

The Irwinites
Sat., Oct. 8, 10am-12pm. Part of 
the Music at the Market series. 
Downtown, Fourth and Adams 
streets, 217-753-3519.

 Books & Authors

Friends of Lincoln Library Fall 

Book Roundup
Sat., Oct. 8, 9am-12pm. Accepting 
gently used books, DVD’s, CDs, 
games and vinyl. Volunteers will 
unload your vehicle for you in the 
north-side alley. Some items may 
be refused. Lincoln Library, 326 S. 
Seventh St., 217-753-4900.

Jules Verne & H.G. Wells
Thu., Oct. 6, 6-7pm. The birth of 
sci-fi and the first citizens of the 
future. Singer/songwriter/historian 
Barry Cloyd celebrates the men, 
the women and the incredible 
journey into our consciousness of a 
new form of literature and what it 
has spawned. Free. Chatham Area 
Public Library, Chatham, 600 E. 
Spruce, 217-483-2713.

 Theater & Comedy

Buyer and Cellar
Through Oct. 8. An outrageous 
comedy about the price of fame, 
the cost of things and the oddest 
of odd jobs. Alex More (played 
by Jacob Deters), a struggling 
actor in LA, will tell you all about 
it. Presented by Spencer Theatre 

Company. hcfta.org. $18-$20. 
Hoogland Center for the Arts, 
Theatre III, 420 S. Sixth St., 523-
2787.

Earth to Mars Comedy Showcase
Sat., Oct. 8, 8-9:30pm. Featuring 
six comedians, five of whom will 
making their debuts at the club. 
$12.50 or $15 VIP. Mason City 
Limits Comedy Club, Mason City, 
114 E. Chestnut St., 217-482-5233.

Fantasy Meets Improv
Sat., Oct. 8, 8pm. If you like 

Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings or 
fantasy of any kind, you will love 
this improvised comedy show set 
in a fantasy realm. Games, special 
guest artists and a costume contest 
with prizes, and a giant 20-sided 
dice. Hoogland Center for the Arts 
Club Room, 420 S. Sixth St., 217-
523-2787.

Zach Boblitt
Fri., Oct. 7, 8am-9:30pm. Zach 
brings relatable stories about 
growing up poor and jokes about 
being overweight with a lackluster 
love life, all with a smattering of 
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Freedom in Holiness Mission, 
1430 Loveland Ave., 217-522-
2527.

Camp Out 4 Homeless Veterans
Sat., Oct. 8, 3pm and Sun., Oct. 
9. Participants seek sponsors to 
fund their campsite for the night 
and will camp in provided boxes. 
Contests, games, face painting, 
movies and more. Benefits Fifth 
Street Renaissance and SARA 
Center which provide support 
for homeless veterans in our 
community. $100.00 space rental. 
Edwards Place, Springfield Art 
Association, 700 N. Fourth St., 
217-544-5040.

Denim & Diamonds
Sat., Oct. 8, 6pm. Dinner, live and 
silent auctions and entertainment. 
The proceeds provide funds for 
cancer research and patient 
programs. Hosted by the Simmons 
Cancer Institute at SIU Medicine. 
Visit the website or call for ticket 
information. siumed.org/cancer. 
Crowne Plaza Springfield, 3000 S. 
Dirksen Pkwy., 217-545-2955.

Jacksonville Main Street 
Fundfest
Sat., Oct. 8, 4-8pm. Food trucks, 
beer wagon, 50/50 drawing . Live 
music by Captain Geech and the 
Shrimp Shack Shooters. Central 
Park Plaza, Jacksonville, 32 N. 
Central Park, 217-245-6884.

Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk
Sat., Oct. 8, 9am-12pm. Join in 
the walk and some fun activities. 
Southwind Park, 4965 S. Second 
St., 309-272-3708.

A New Journey
Wed., Oct. 12, 9am-3pm. 
Professional clothing giveaway 
of blouses, blazers, slacks, 
suits, dress shirts, etc. All In One 
Laundry, 801 South Grand Ave. 
East, 217-415-3751.

A Night Under the Stars
Sat., Oct. 8, 5-8pm. Live music 
by saxophonist George Caton and 
silent auction of local art, wine 
baskets and other items. Ticket 
includes appetizers and desserts. 
Bring a lawn chair and your 
adult beverages. Request tickets 
through the venue’s Facebook 
page. Edgar Lee Masters Memorial 
Museum, Petersburg, Eighth and 
Jackson Streets.

 Children’s Corner

Junior Historians LIVE! - 
Thinking Like a Historian
Sat., Oct. 8, 10-11:30am. Learn 
about the exciting work of 
historians. See how they assess 
artifacts and historical documents. 
Visit the “Stories of Survival: 
Object. Image. Memory.” exhibit. 

For ages 10-13. Advanced 
registration is required. Call 
for info. Free. Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library, 112 N. Sixth 
St., 217-558-8844.

Preschool Storytime
Thursdays, 10:30-11am. Read, 
write, talk, sing, and play with 
your children ages 3-5. Explore 
stories and activities to encourage 
children to develop a lifelong 
love of reading and learning with 
programs designed to promote 
language and listening skills. 
Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Free. Lincoln Library, 326 
S. Seventh St., 217 753 4900.

Trunk-OR-Treat
Sat., Oct. 8, 5-8pm. A fun free 
family event. Trunks full of treats, a 
bounce house, free face painting, 
food truck and more. Free. Damon 
Priddy State Farm, 2951 Montvale 
Dr., 217-787-5400.

 Nature, Science & 
Environment

Bird Banding
Sat., Oct. 8, 8am-2pm. Discover 
how and why birds are banded. 
Tony Rothering, licensed bird 
bander with the Lincoln Land 
Association of Bird Banders, 
will band wild birds and share 
information about the diverse 
bird population in our region. 
Free. Jubilee Farm, 6760 Old 
Jacksonville Rd., 217-787-6927.

Bird Hike
Saturdays, 8am. Join local birder 
Kevin Veara for seasonal migratory 
bird hikes that are open to all skill 
levels. No registration required. 
Free. Lincoln Memorial Garden, 
2301 E. Lake Shore Dr., 217-529-
1111.

 Lectures & Meetings

Keepin’ It Real Al-Anon
Saturdays, 6pm. Meeting in 
person. Call for more information. 
Illiopolis United Methodist Church, 
Illiopolis, 501 Matilda St., 217-
433-3671.

Progress Not Perfection Al-Anon
Thursdays, 6:30pm. Meets in 
person (enter through office door) 
and via Zoom. Visit the website or 
call for more information. Parkway 
Christian Church, 2700 Lindbergh 
Blvd., 217-652-8510.

Progress Not Perfection Al-Anon
Mondays, 6pm. Meets in person 
in handicapped-accessible 
private home in Riverton. Parking 
is available. Call for more 
information. 217-899-0432.

 Bulletin Board

Backgammon Club
Wednesdays, 6-9pm. Live 
backgammon. Lessons available 
for beginners. First time entry 
is free. Harvest Market, 3001 
Veterans Pkwy., 217-622-9447.

Cat adoptions
Second Saturday, Sunday of 
every month, 12-4pm. Speak 
with an adoption coordinator 
about adopting, volunteering, 
being a foster parent or making a 
donation. Hosted by the Forever 
Home Feline Ranch. PetSmart, 
3183 S. Veterans Pkwy., 217-698-
3091.

A Century of Service Banquet
Fri., Oct. 7, 5:30-8:30pm. 
Celebrate the Kiwanis Club of 
Springfield-Downtown’s 100 years 
of service in central Illinois. Dinner 
includes a buffet with roast pork 
loin and encrusted parmesan 
chicken breast, accompaniments 
and dessert. $55-$800. Erin’s 
Pavilion, Southwind Park, 4965 S. 
Second St., 217-585-2941.

Cruise
First Friday of every month, 4:30-
8pm. All wheels are welcome. 
Cars, trucks, 4x4s, bikes, trikes 
whether vintage, restored, off-
road, new or just plain unique. 
Hosted by Small Town Taylorville 
with the 40 M.P.H. Club. Taylorville 
Square, Taylorville, Washington St.

Mother Jones Foundation 
annual dinner
Sat., Oct. 8, 5pm. Keynote speaker 
will be independent journalist, 
author and organizer, Kim Kelly. 
$45. Erin’s Pavilion, Southwind 
Park, 4965 S. Second St., 217-
210-2031.

*IT*Youth Charity Horse Show
Oct. 7-9. Class sessions are 
8am-10pm Friday and Saturday 
and 8am-6pm Sunday. The 
organization donates its annual 
proceeds to area charities. 
Free. Coliseum, Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, 801 E. Sangamon 
Ave., 217-494-1215.

Sports

Full Moon Trail Run
Fri., Oct. 7, 7pm. A 3-mile 

night trail run and 1-mile family 
walk. Donations accepted. 
Presented by LRS, Inc. Register 
at GetMeRegistered.com. Free. 
Lewis Park and Trails, 399 S. Koke 
Mill Rd.

Harvest Wind Half Marathon 
and 10K
Sun., Oct. 9, 7am. Hosted 
by Springfield Marathon. 
Danenberger Family Vineyards, 
New Berlin, 12341 Irish Rd., 217-
488-6321.
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MARKETPLACE Real Estate Foreclosure

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
ELIZABETH TAYLOR A/K/A ELIZABETH J TAYLOR 
A/K/A ELIZABETH J WUEST A/K/A ELIZABETH 
WVEST; WISE FINANCE OF SPRINGFIELD, 
LLC; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
DEFENDANTS.
19 CH 000299
30 DIEUDONNE DRIVE NEW BERLIN, IL 62670 
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO JUDGMENT OF 
FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
by the Court in the above entitled cause on 
August 3, 2022, Sheriff of Sangamon County 
will on 11/15/2022, in the boardroom of the 
Sangamon County Bldg., 200 S. 9th St., 
Springfi eld, IL 62701, at 09:00 AM, sell at public 
auction and sale to the highest bidder for cash, 
all and singular, the following described real 
estate mentioned in said Judgment, situated 
in the County of Sangamon, State of Illinois, or 
so much thereof as shall be suffi cient to satisfy 
said Judgment:
TAX NO. 20-19.0-376-028
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 30 Dieudonne Drive
New Berlin, IL 62670
Description of Improvements: White vinyl siding, 
one story single family home, attached two 
car garage
The Judgment amount was $184,516.14.
Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” sale for “CASH”. 
The successful bidder must deposit 10% down 
by certifi ed funds; balance, by certifi ed funds, 
within 24 hours. NO REFUNDS.
The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments or special 
taxes levied against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confi rmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the bid amount, the 
purchaser shall receive a Certifi cate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser to a Deed to the 
real estate after confi rmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to check 
the court fi le to verify all information.
The successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting any tenants or 
other individuals presently in possession of the 
subject premises.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER 
OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
For Information: Visit our website at http://
ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - McCalla 
Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 
1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 
60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. Please refer to 
fi le# 20-04097IL
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPT-
ING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMA-
TION WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not required to provide 
additional information other than that set forth 
in this notice of sale.
I3200873

PLUS YOU JUST SAW THIS AD.
Call 217-753-2226 or email classifieds@illinoistimes.com

ADVERTISE
HERE
62,950

READERS

COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF  
PHILIP H. LEWIS, III, DECEASED 
No. 2022 PR 351
CLAIMS NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Philip H. 
Lewis, III.  Notice is given to all creditors 
that Letters Testamentary were issued on 
September 15, 2022, to Kevin N. McDer-
mott, 109 South 7th Street, Springfield, 
Illinois  62701 as Executor of the Estate.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 South 9th Street, Springfield, 
Illinois  62704, or with the Executor, or 
both, within 6 months from the date of 
the first publication of this notice, and 
any claim not filed within that period is 
barred.   Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
Executor and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.
Dated this 15th day of September, 2022.
Kevin N. McDermott
Attorney for the Estate of Philip H. 
Lewis, III
109 South Seventh Street
Springfield, Illinois  62701
(217) 753-4070
Ill. Reg. No. 6196497
Kevin@KevinNMcDermott.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In Re the Estate of:    
DUANE ANTHONY BROWN,
Deceased.                
Case No.:  2022-PR-000354
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of Duane 
Anthony Brown, of Springfield, San-
gamon County, Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on September 13, 2022, to 
Craig Anthony Brown, as Independent 
Administrator, whose address is 10 
Lucille Avenue, Salem, NH  03079, and 
whose attorney of record is Barry O. 
Hines, 1224 Centre West Drive, Suite 
200A, Springfield, Illinois 62704.
The Estate will be administered without 
Court supervision, unless under Sec-
tion 28-4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS  
5/28-4) any interested person terminates 
independent administration, at any time, 
by mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
South 9th Street, Springfield, Illinois, 
62701, or with the representative, or 
both, on or before March 29, 2023, and 
any claim not filed on or before that date 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has been 
filed.
Dated this 22nd day of September, 2022.
Craig Anthony Brown
Independent Administrator
Barry O. Hines - 01220918
Attorney at Law
1224 Centre West Drive, Suite 200A
Springfield, IL 62704
Telephone: (217) 698-8444
Facsimile: (217) 698-9444

In The Circuit Court
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For The Seventh Judicial Circuit of 
Illinois
Sangamon County, Springfield, Illinois
Estate of Agnes Wheat, Deceased
Case No. 2022-PR-342
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Agnes 
Wheat
Letters of office were issued on Sept. 
8,2022 to
Sharon K Wheat / 904 E. Griffiths, 
Springfield, IL 62702 & James Wheat 
/ 906 E. Griffiths, Springfield, IL 62702 
as Co-Executors, whose attorney is Wil-
liam T. Panichi, 843 South Fifth Street, 
Springfield, IL 62702.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the clerk of court, San-
gamon Courthouse, Springfield, Illinois
62701, or with the representative, or 
both, within 6 months from the date 
of the first publication of this notice. 
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 15th day of September, 2022
Name: William Panichi
Attorney for: Sharon K. Wheat & James 
Wheat
Address: 843 S. Fifth St.
City: Springfield, Ill. 62703
Telephone: (217)753-1596
Email: panichi@springnet1.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:  
Viola M. Merrick,   
Deceased.   
No.: 2022-PR-353
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF CLAIM 
DATE
Notice is given of the death of Viola M. 
Merrick of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters 
Testamentary were issued on Septem-
ber 13, 2022, to Deborah Merrick, 406 

Brian Lane, Dawson, Illinois 62520, as 
Independent Executor, whose attorney 
of record is DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC, 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza, 
Springfield, Illinois, 62701.
Notice is given to all known and 
unknown heirs of Viola M. Merrick of 
the entry of the Order as set forth above 
and of the entry of an Order declaring 
Sylvia Rouse and Anthony Merrick, III as 
the only heirs of Viola M. Merrick.
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under 28-4 
of the Probate Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
S. 9th Street, Springfield, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, within 6 
months of the first day that this Notice 
is published, and any claim not so filed 
within that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
Alan J. Jedlicka - 6291659
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorneys for Executor 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois  62701
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax: 217-544-4664
ajedlicka@delanolaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:  
Mary D. Hession,    
Deceased.  
No.: 2022-PR-372 
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF CLAIM 
DATE
Notice is given of the death of Mary D. 

Hession of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters 
Testamentary were issued on Septem-
ber 26, 2022, to Catherine M. Gaule, 
620 West Capitol Avenue, Springfield, 
Illinois 62704, as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney of record is DELANO 
LAW OFFICES, LLC, One Southeast Old 
State Capitol Plaza, Springfield, Illinois, 
62701.
Notice is given to all known and 
unknown heirs of Mary D. Hession of 
the entry of the Order as set forth above 
and of the entry of an Order declaring 
Catherine M. Gaule as the only heir of 
Mary D. Hession.
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under 28-4 
of the Probate Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
S. 9th Street, Springfield, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, within 6 
months of the first day that this Notice 
is published, and any claim not so filed 
within that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Sarah Delano Pavlik – 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorneys for Executor 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois  62701
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax: 217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:  
Brenda P. Lowe,    
Deceased.   
No.  2022-PR-370
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF CLAIM 
DATE
Notice is given of the death of Brenda P. 
Lowe, of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters of 
Administration were issued on Septem-
ber 26, 2022, to Lyndsie Most-Gephart, 
11 Homewood Court, Springfield, Illinois, 
62704, as Independent Administrator, 
whose attorney of record is DELANO 
LAW OFFICES, LLC, One Southeast Old 
State Capitol Plaza, Springfield, Illinois, 
62701.
Notice is given to all known and 
unknown heirs of Brenda P. Lowe of the 
entry of the Order as set forth above 
and of the entry of an Order declaring 
Susan Toomey as the only heir of 
Brenda P. Lowe. 
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under 28-4 
of the Probate Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
S. 9th Street, Springfield, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, within 6 
months of the first day that this Notice 
is published, and any claim not so filed 
within that period is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Sarah Delano Pavlik - 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorneys for Administrator 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax: 217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE THIRD JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
BRUCE A. BERNARDI, Deceased 
No. 2022-PR-309
Notice is given of the death of the 
above.  
Decedent departed this life on July 
16, 2022
Date letters were issued August 29, 
2022
Independent Personal Representative: 
Joseph A. Bernardi
Attorney for the Estate:
Thomas H. Wilson, #6202141
Katelyn Hall, #62328737
HeplerBroom, LLC
4340 Acer Grove Drive
Springfield, IL 62711
T: (217) 528-3674
F: (217) 528-3964
thw@heplerbroom.com 
keh@heplerbroom.com
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Probate Division, Sangamon 
County Courthouse, 200 S. 9th Street, 
Springfield, IL 62701, or with the 
Personal Representative or both, on or 
before March 22, 2023 and any claim 
not filed within that period is barred.  
Copies of the claim filed with the Circuit 
Court Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Representative and to the At-
torney of Record, if any, within 10 days 
after it has been filed and the claimant 
shall file with the Court proof of any 
required mailing. 
Joseph A. Bernardi, 
Independent Personal Representative
 of the Estate of Bruce A. Bernardi, 
Deceased

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS SANGAMON 
COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 
Estate of      
SHARON EHRHARDT,   
Deceased.   
No. 2022 PR 314
NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
Notice is given to creditors of the death 
of the above-named decedent. On 
August 17, 2022, Letters of office were 
issued to Erin Ehrhardt, 135 W. 79th 
St. Apt. 1B, New York, New York 10024, 
as Independent Administrator whose 
attorney of record is Philip A. May, Esq., 
Estate and Probate Legal Group, LTD., 
915 Harger Road, Suite 301, Oakbrook, 
IL 60523.
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the clerk, Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, Sangamon County 
Building, 200 South Ninth Street, Room 
405, Springfield, Illinois, 62701, or 
with the representative, or both, on or 
before March 29, 2023, or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the representa-
tive is required by section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act, the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed or 
delivered by the claimant to the repre-

sentative and to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for docu-
ments in civil cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing service 
provider. Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/serviceproviders.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider. If you 
need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Philip A. May
Attorney No. 6339354
Estate and Probate Legal Group
Attorney for: Petitioner
915 Harger Road, Suite 301
Oakbrook, IL 60523
630-687-9100
phil@estateandprobatelegal.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF     
MARY ELIZABETH STONE,  
Deceased.     
Case No. 2022-PR-000348
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE is given to claimants of the 
death of Mary Elizabeth Stone, De-
ceased. Letters of Office were issued on 
September 28, 2022 to Holley Suzanne-
Codner Lawson, as Independent Execu-
tor, whose attorney is Daniel E. Kepner, 
Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP, 205 South 
Fifth Street, Suite 1000, P.O. Box 2459, 
Springfield, Illinois, 62705-2459.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
with the Independent Executor or in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 South 
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois, 62701, 
on or before April 6, 2023. Any claim 
not filed on or before April 6, 2023 is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
Independent Executor and to the attor-
ney within ten (10) days after it is filed.
Dated this 29th day of September, 2022.
Holley Suzanne-Codner Lawson, Inde-
pendent Executor
Daniel E. Kepner, one of her attorneys
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Daniel E. Kepner
Registration No. 6182842
205 S. Fifth Street, Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705-2459
(217) 544-8491
dkepner@bhslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of
JAMES E. MCCLELLAND,
Deceased.
NO. 2022-PR-375
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of James 
E. McClelland of Auburn, Sangamon 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office were 
issued on September 29, 2022, to 
Larme L. McClelland, 15850 State Route 
4, Auburn, Illinois 62615, as Indepen-
dent Administrator, whose attorney is 
Randy S. Paswater, Barber, Segatto, 
Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, 
Springfield, Illinois 62705. 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Sangamon County Complex, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701, or with the representa-
tive or both, on or before April 5, 2023, 
and any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or 

delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
Dated this 29th day of September, 2022.
Randy S. Paswater - 06283705
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL  62705-0079
(217) 544-4868
paswater@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of
STEPHEN LEE AUSMUS, 
Deceased.
NO. 2022-PR-366
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Stephen 
Lee Ausmus of Springfield, Sangamon 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office were 
issued on September 21, 2022, to 
Christine Colliver, 23341 Grist Mill Lane, 
Athens, Illinois 62613, as Indepen-
dent Administrator, whose attorney is 
Bernard G. Segatto, III, Barber, Segatto, 
Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, 
Springfield, Illinois 62705. 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Sangamon County Complex, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701, or with the representative 
or both, on or before March 29, 2023, 
and any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
Dated this 22nd  day of September, 
2022.
Bernard G. Segatto, III - 06190753
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL  62705-0079
(217) 544-4868
bsegatto@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of:
WILLIAM LEE MILLER,
Deceased.
NO. 2022-PR-362
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of William 
Lee Miller of Sangamon County, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued on Sep-
tember 20, 2022, to Pamela S. Alborg, 
60809 Windsor Court, Bend, Oregon 
97702, and Jennifer L. Miller, 911 Bryn 
Mawr Blvd., Springfield, Illinois 62703, 
as Co-Executors, whose attorneys are 
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP, P.O. Box 79, Springfield, Illinois 
62705. 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the Sangamon County Complex, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, Il-
linois 62701 or with the representatives 
or both, on or before March 27, 2023, 
and any claim not filed on or before 
that date is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the representatives and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
Dated this 20th day of September, 2022.
Bernard G. Segatto, III - 06190753
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705

PUBLIC NOTICES
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(217) 544-4868
bsegatto@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JOYCE E. STOCKUS, DECEASED
Case #2022-PR-369
DEATH & CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of JOYCE E. 
STOCKUS. Letters of Office have been 
issued to GREGORY R. STOCKUS, 939 E. 
Washington Street, Riverton, IL 62561, 
as Independent Administrator, whose at-
torney is Sheehan & Sheehan, Lawyers, 
P.C., 1215 South 4th Street, Springfield, 
IL 62703.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Circuit Clerk, Probate 
Division, Room 405, Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 South 9th Street, Spring-
field, IL 62701, or with the Independent 
Administrator, or both, on or before April 
3, 2023, and any claim not filed on or 
before that date is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Circuit Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the Indepen-
dent Administrator and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 22nd day of September, 
2022.
Patrick J. Sheehan, III
SHEEHAN & SHEEHAN, LAWYERS, P.C.
1215 South 4th Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217)544-0701

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In re the Estate of 
JACK P. CHILDRESS,
Deceased. 
Case No.  2022-PR-256
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Jack P. 
Childress.  Letters of office have been 
issued to Carol L. Taylor, 11920 Cedar 
Creek Dr., Cincinnati, OH  45240, as 
Independent Administrator, whose 
attorney is R. Phillip Reed, Attorney at 
Law, 1129 S. Seventh St., Springfield, IL 
62703.  Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Sangamon 
County Circuit Clerk, Room 405, 200 S. 
Ninth St., Springfield, IL 62701, or with 
the Administrator, or both, on or before 
March 29, 2023, and any claim not filed 
on or before that date is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with the Sangamon 
County Circuit Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Administrator and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for docu-
ments in civil cases with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you must first create 
an account with an e-filing service 
provider.  Visit http://efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider.  If you 
need additional help or have trouble   e-
filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.
R. PHILLIP REED
Attorney at Law
1129 S. Seventh St.
Springfield, IL  62703
(217) 528-7333
reedlaw@sbcglobal.net
ARDC No. 2300478

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of 
DOROTHY O. BECK, Deceased.    
IN PROBATE
No. 2022-PR-359
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the 
Dorothy O. Beck, deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on Sep-
tember 15, 2022, to Carole A. Fisher, as 
Independent Executor, whose attorney is 
Hugh F. Drake, Brown, Hay & Stephens, 
LLP, 205 South Fifth Street, Suite 
1000, Springfield, IL 62701.  Claims 
against the estate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 South 
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before the 24th day of March, 
2023, or three months from the date 
the representative mailed or delivered 
a Notice to Creditor, whichever is later.  
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 15th day of September, 2022.
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Hugh F. Drake
(Registration No. 6269666)
205 South Fifth Street, Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705-2459
(217) 544-8491
hdrake@bhslaw.com 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
MARY ANNE VINCENT, Deceased    
NO. 22-PR-364
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Es-
tate of MARY ANNE VINCENT, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on 
September 22, 2022, to KATE VINCENT, 
2617 Delaware Drive, Springfield, IL 
62712 as Administrator of the Estate, 
whose attorney is Alex B. Rabin, Sgro, 
Hanrahan, Durr, Rabin & Reinbold, LLP, 
1119 S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL  
62703.  Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Sangamon County Com-
plex, 200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, 
IL  62701, or with the Representative, 
or both, on or before the 22nd of March, 
2023 or three months from the date 
the Representative mailed or delivered 
a Notice to Creditor, whichever is later.  
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 22nd day of September, 
2022.
Alex B. Rabin
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr, Rabin & Reinbold, 
LLP
1119 S. Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
217-789-1200

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF   
THERESA A. NORTON GRECO, Deceased
IN PROBATE  
NO. 2022PR000374
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the 
Estate of THERESA A. NORTON GRECO, 
Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on 
September 26, 2022 to DONALD ROY 

NORTON, JR. as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney is HARVEY M. STE-
PHENS, Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP, 
205 South Fifth Street, Suite 1000, P.O. 
Box 2459, Springfield, IL 62705-2459.  
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
S. Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois, or 
with the Representative, or both, on 
or before the 5th day of April, 2023 
or three months from the date the 
Representative mailed or delivered a 
Notice to Creditor, whichever is later.  
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.  
Dated this 27th day of September, 2022. 
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Harvey M. Stephens
Registration No. 6198845
205 S. Fifth Street, Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705-2459
(217) 544-8491
hmstephens@bhslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PROBATE DIVISION ESTATE OF                                                           
JANET D. ARGENTA,  
Deceased
Case No. 2022 PR 371 
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of JANET D. 
ARGENTA.  Letters of office were issued 
on September 26, 2022 to C. KENT 
ARGENTA, whose post office address is 
1736 S. State St., Springfield, IL 62704, 
as INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR of the will 
of JANET D. ARGENTA, deceased, and 
whose attorney is David Patrick Hall, At-
torney at Law, 1118 South Sixth Street, 
Springfield, IL 62703.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Court, 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 
S. Ninth St., Springfield, IL 62701, or 
with the representative of the estate, or 
both, within six months from the date 
of the first publication of this notice.  
Any claim not filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.  
Dated this 6th day of October, 2022.  
David Patrick Hall
Attorney for the Estate of Janet D. 
Argenta, deceased
1118 South 6th Street
Springfield, Illinois 62703
Telephone: (217) 544-7370
davehall@motion.net
Registration No. 6225105

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Jeff Tuttle, Petitioner
And
Jennifer Tuttle, Respondent
Case No. 2022-DN-196
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you, Jennifer Tuttle, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this 
court asking for a dissolution of mar-
riage and other relief.
Unless you file your response or 
otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Sangamon County, in Springfield, Illinois 
on or before the 

29th day of October, 2022, a judgment 
of dissolution of marriage and other 
relief may be granted as prayed for in 
the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

ADOPTION NOTICE – STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
County of Sangamon, SS.  In the Circuit 
Court of the Seventh Judicial Circuit, 
Sangamon County, Illinois.  In the matter 
of the Petition for the Adoption of BABY 
GIRL LINDSEY n/k/a ANNELISE LYNEE 
SCHEUERMANN.
Adoption No.  22-AD-000059
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
TAKE NOTICE that a Petition was filed 
in the Circuit Court of Sangamon 
County, Illinois for the adoption of, BABY 
GIRL LINDSEY n/k/a ANNELISE LYNEE 
SCHEUERMANN.  Now, therefore, unless 
you, All Whom It May Concern, file your 
answer to the Petition in said suit or 
otherwise file your appearance therein 
in the said Circuit Court of Sangamon 
County, Springfield, Illinois, on or before 
the 7th day of November, 2022, a 
default may be entered against you at 
any time after that day and a Judgment 
entered in accordance with the prayer 
of said Petition.
DATED:  September 15, 2022, at Spring-
field, Illinois 
/s/ Paul Palazzolo
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
SANGAMON COUNTY
Thomas H. Wilson, ARDC #6202141
HeplerBroom, LLC
4340 Acer Grove Drive
Springfield, IL  62711
T:  (217) 528-3674
F:  (217) 528-3964
thw@heplerbroom.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Eva Lea Morgan
For change of name to
Ginger Spice Morgan
Case No.: 2022-MR-375
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 

November 22, 2022 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Eva Lea Morgan to Ginger Spice 
Morgan, pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: Sep. 22, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Zayden Austin Marshall
For change of name to
Zayden Austin Lofton
Case No.: 2022-MR-380
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
November 22, 2022 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Zayden Austin Marshall to Zayden 
Austin Lofton, pursuant to the statute in 
such case made and provided.
Dated: Sep. 22, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Shannon Ryan Barron
For change of name to
Siannon Barron Ryaddigan
Case No.: 2022-MR-386
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
November 22, 2022 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Shannon Ryan Barron to Siannon 
Barron Ryaddigan, pursuant to the 
statute in such case made and provided.
Dated: Sep. 22, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
ELIZABETH TAYLOR A/K/A ELIZABETH 
J TAYLOR A/K/A ELIZABETH J WUEST 
A/K/A ELIZABETH WVEST; WISE FINANCE 
OF SPRINGFIELD, LLC; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,

DEFENDANTS.
19 CH 000299
30 DIEUDONNE DRIVE NEW BERLIN, IL 
62670 
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on August 3, 2022, 
Sheriff of Sangamon County will on 
11/15/2022, in the boardroom of the 
Sangamon County Bldg., 200 S. 9th St., 
Springfield, IL 62701, at 09:00 AM, sell 
at public auction and sale to the highest 
bidder for cash, all and singular, the fol-
lowing described real estate mentioned 
in said Judgment, situated in the County 
of Sangamon, State of Illinois, or so 
much thereof as shall be sufficient to 
satisfy said Judgment:
LOT ONE HUNDRED FORTY-TWO (142) 
IN WINDROW SUBDIVISION, PLAT 2.
EXCEPT ANY INTEREST IN THE COAL, 
OIL, GAS AND OTHER MINERALS UN-
DERLYING THE LAND WHICH HAVE BEEN 
HERETOFORE CONVEYED OR RESERVED 
IN PRIOR CONVEYANCES, AND ALL 
RIGHTS AND EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF SAID COAL, OIL, GAS 
AND OTHER MINERALS, IF ANY.
SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
TAX NO. 20-19.0-376-028
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 30 Dieudonne 
Drive
New Berlin, IL 62670
Description of Improvements: White 
vinyl siding, one story single family 
home, attached two car garage
The Judgment amount was 
$184,516.14.
Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” sale for 
“CASH”. The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by certified funds; 
balance, by certified funds, within 24 
hours. NO REFUNDS.
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes levied 
against said real estate, water bills, 
etc., and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to plaintiff. 
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The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the bid amount, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate 
of Sale, which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after confir-
mation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to 
verify all information.
The successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals presently in 
possession of the subject premises.
If this property is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale, other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For Information: Visit our website at 
http://ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, 
Plaintiff’s Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn St., 
Suite 1200, Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. 
(312) 346-9088. Please refer to file# 
20-04097IL
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not required to 
provide additional information other 
than that set forth in this notice of sale.
I3200873

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION 
PLAINTIFF,
v.
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF THOMAS E. DALEY, DECEASED; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS;
DEFENDANTS.
CASE NO.: 2022FC000085
PROPERTY ADDRESS:
7911 HUNT RD
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62712
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
The requisite affidavit for publication 
having been filed, notice is hereby 
given to you:
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF 
THOMAS E. DALEY, DECEASED 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants 
that Plaintiff commenced this case in 
the Circuit Court of Sangamon County 
against you and other defendants, 
for foreclosure of a certain mortgage 
lien recorded against the real estate 
described as follows:
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED LAND, 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN THE 
COUNTY OF SANGAMON, STATE OF 
ILLINOIS, TO WIT:
LOT 61 HUNTING MEADOWS SECOND 
PLAT, BEING PART OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER AND PART OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER OF SECTION 3 AND 
PART OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 10, ALL IN TOWNSHIP 14 
NORTH, RANGE 5 WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, ACCORDING TO 
THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED AS 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 811036. EXCEPT 

THE COAL AND OTHER MINERALS 
UNDERLYING THE SURFACE OF SAID 
LAND AND ALL RIGHTS AND EASE-
MENTS IN FAVOR OF THE ESTATE OF 
SAID COAL AND MINERALS. SITUATED 
IN SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Common Address: 7911 HUNT RD 
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62712
PIN: 29-03.0-453-039
Said mortgage was executed by 
THOMAS E. DALEY, as mortgagor(s) and 
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION 
SYSTEMS, INC. AS NOMINEE FOR NEW 
DAY FINANCIAL, LLC, as mortgagee, on 
2/25/2016 and recorded in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds of Sangamon 
County, Illinois as Document Number .
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm 
to learn more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/faq/gethelp.asp or talk 
with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Unless you file your Appearance and 
Answer/Response in this case in the 
office of the clerk of this court by 
10/31/2022 A JUDGMENT OF FORECLO-
SURE OR DECREEE BY DEFAULT MAY 
BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED FOR IN THE PLAINTIFF’S 
COMPLAINT.  
Thomas LaSalle
6340111
Robertson Anschutz Schneid Crane & 
Partners, PLLC
205 N. Michigan Suite 810
Chicago, IL 60601
Phone: (561) 241-6901
E-mail: ILmail@raslg.com
File: 22-023463
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.
8051-927297

ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE Wishing 
to avail themselves of the provisions 
under the Self-Service Storage Facility 
Act, the below storage facility gives 
notice of the sale under said act; Friday 
the 21st day of October, 2022 at 12:00 
PM, on that day will conduct a sale to 
the highest bidder, with bidding to take 
place on lockerfox.com, and payment to 
seller via credit/debit card, the contents 
of spaces 10 Federal Self Storage, 500 
W Browning Rd, Springfield, IL, 62703 
(217) 339-3865 Brian Hodges 150C.  
Dylan Dunlavy 102B.  Melissa Toth 
117C.  Kelley Cottrill 236E.  Latoya M 
Anderson 146C.  Latoya M Anderson 
205D.  Raquisha N. Bell 86B.

ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE Wishing 
to avail themselves of the provisions 
under the Self-Service Storage Facility 
Act, the below storage facility gives 
notice of the sale under said act; Friday 
the 21st day of October, 2022 at 11:00 
AM, on that day will conduct a sale 
to the highest bidder, with bidding 
to take place on lockerfox.com, and 
payment to seller via credit/debit card, 
the contents of spaces 10 Federal Self 
Storage, 2225 J David Jones Pkwy, 
Springfield, IL, 62703 (217) 600-2778 
Ashley Garber 108.  Bradley Schroeder 
772.  Kirk Libby 44.  Vernon Raglin 805.  
Alexis Fox 124.  Alexa Smith 304.  Edith 
Asante 519.  Aliya Bay-Mason 358/427.  
Mary McMasters 93.  Michelle Adkins 
337.  Jessica Henry 208.  Sherrie 
Henderson 305.  David Wiley 817.  
Dorothy Batey 828.  Callease Ogland 
833/885.  Joshua Myers 169.  Vernon 

Raglin 807.  Glennon Shelton 115.  
Bradley Schroeder 276.  Rhonda Lopez 
386.  Bradley Schroeder 773.  Shawn 
Kuhlmann 696.  Michelle Byers 758.  
Danielle Wright 721.  David Wiley 244.  
Brinyon Halliburton 254

ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE Wishing 
to avail themselves of the provisions 
under the Self-Service Storage Facility 
Act, the below storage facility gives 
notice of the sale under said act; Friday 
the 21st day of October, 2022 at 11:00 
AM, on that day will conduct a sale to 
the highest bidder, with bidding to take 
place on lockerfox.com, and payment to 
seller via credit/debit card, the contents 
of spaces 10 Federal Self Storage, 3500 
South 6th Street, Springfield, IL, 62703 
(217) 387-3951 Debra Neece B146.  
Brushun Adams B211.  Greg Bell B214.  
Chad Owens A19.  Larry Hupp B163.  
Tamia Byrd A98.  Raquel Rodriguez A22.  
Joyce  Lee A110

ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE Wishing 
to avail themselves of the provisions 
under the Self-Service Storage Facility 
Act, the below storage facility gives 
notice of the sale under said act; Friday 
the 21st day of October, 2022 at 1:00 
PM, on that day will conduct a sale to 
the highest bidder, with bidding to take 
place on lockerfox.com, and payment to 
seller via credit/debit card, the contents 
of spaces 10 Federal Self Storage, 900 
E Straight St, Springfield, IL, 62703 
(217) 286-1550 Theolette Brown 164.  
Brian Frye F410/470.  Lashondra Davis 
F368/418.  Ronisha Moseley 222

Date of Sale:  October 12, 2022, 1:00 
P.M.  Location:  Westside Storage, 3142 
South Douglas Avenue, Springfield, IL 
62704.
BLD B #70 5x10
Lillian Clausen
3095 Winch Rd Apt B
Springfield, IL 62707
BLD a #166 10x10
Kerry Hill
210 Yeomen
Springfield, IL 62704
BLD H #35 10x15
Jonathan O’Neal
7907 Tumbleweed Trail
Springfield, IL 62707
BLD F #P 10x20
BLD M #NN 10x10
Ashley Poorman
14 Doubletree Dr
Springfield, IL 62702
BLD 3141 #E 10x20
Mr. Chad Scaife
2517 S College
Springfield, IL 62704
BLD 3141 #C 10x20
Jason Taylor
401 W Elliott
Springfield, IL 62702

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK, an Illinois 
banking corporation,  
Plaintiff,
vs.
NELIDA A. RAMIREZ a/k/a NELIDA A. 
PATTON, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,   
Defendants.
Case No. 2022-FC-178
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
Notice is hereby given to UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
of the real estate described below, 

Defendants in the above-entitled case, 
pursuant to the provisions of Sections 
2-206, 15-1218 and 15-1502 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, that the above-
entitled mortgage foreclosure suit is 
now pending in said court and the day 
on or after which a default may be 
entered against Defendants is October 
24, 2022.
Plaintiff has certified the following 
regarding said foreclosure action filed 
on September 8, 2022.
1. The names of all Plaintiffs and 
Case Number are as follows: United 
Community Bank, an Illinois banking 
corporation; 2022-FC-178.
2. The court in which said action was 
brought is as follows: Circuit Court for 
the Seventh Judicial Circuit, Sangamon 
County, Illinois
3. The name of the title holder of record 
is: Nelida A. Ramirez a/k/a Nelida A. 
Patton.
4. A legal description of the real estate 
sufficient to identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows:
THE SOUTH 40 FEET OF THE NORTH 
240 FEET OF LOT G OF PAYNES SOUTH-
SIDE ADDITION, THIRD PLAT, SPRING-
FIELD, ILLINOIS. EXCEPT ALL COAL AND 
OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING SAID 
LANDS, TOGETHER WITH THE RIGHT TO 
MINE AND REMOVE SAME. SITUATED IN 
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
5. A common address or description 
of the location of the real estate is as 
follows: 
2321 S. 4th Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62701
6. The Tax Identification Number(s) for 
the real estate is/are as follows:
22-04-480-007 
7. An identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as follows:
Name of Mortgagor: Nelida A. Patton, an 
unmarried person
Name of Mortgagee:  United Community 
Bank
Date of Mortgage: August 26, 2011
Date of recording: August 30, 2011
County where recorded: Sangamon 
County, Illinois
Recording document identification: 
Document No. 2011R27070 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK,
an Illinois banking corporation,  
Plaintiff,  
vs.  
MARCUS E. WATERMAN, DAWN M. 
WATERMAN, STATE OF ILLINOIS, and 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD 
CLAIMANTS,    
Defendants. 
Case No. 2022-FC-179
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
Notice is hereby given to UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS 
of the real estate described below, 
Defendants in the above-entitled case, 
pursuant to the provisions of Sections 
2-206, 15-1218 and 15-1502 of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, that the above-
entitled mortgage foreclosure suit is 
now pending in said court and the day 
on or after which a default may be 
entered against Defendants is October 
24, 2022.

Plaintiff has certified the following 
regarding said foreclosure action filed 
on September 8, 2022.
1. The names of all Plaintiffs and 
Case Number are as follows: United 
Community Bank, and Illinois banking 
corporation; 2022-FC-179.
2. The court in which said action was 
brought is as follows: Circuit Court for 
the Seventh Judicial Circuit, Sangamon 
County, Illinois
3. The names of the title holders of 
records are: Marcus E. Waterman and 
Dawn M. Waterman
4. A legal description of the real estate 
sufficient to identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows:
LOT 84 IN CHATHAM KNOLLS SUBDIVI-
SION, THIRD PLAT, CHATHAM, ILLINOIS, 
A PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 12, TOWNSHIP 14 
NORTH, RANGE 6 WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN. SITUATED IN 
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
5. A common address or description 
of the location of the real estate is as 
follows: 
33 Glenwood Lane, Chatham, Illinois 
62629 
6. The Tax Identification Number(s) for 
the real estate is/are as follows:
28-12-202-002 
7. An identification of the mortgage 
sought to be foreclosed is as follows:
Names of Mortgagors: Marcus E. Water-
man and Dawn M. Waterman
Name of Mortgagee:  United Community 
Bank
Date of Mortgage: June 15, 2006
Date of recording: July 18, 2006
County where recorded: Sangamon 
County, Illinois
Recording document identification: 
Document No. 2006R26804 
/s/CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
Joshua L. Witkowski, Marine Bank, 
Illinois Housing Development Authority, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants. 
Case No.  22-MR-390
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO, Joshua L. 
Witkowski, Unknown Owners and Non-
record Claimants, that a complaint has 
been filed in the above named court on 
September 15, 2022 for demolition of 
the structures located on the real estate 
commonly known as 2537 S. 10th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois, and legally 
described as:
Lot 702 of Harvard Park Second Plat, 
a Subdivision located in the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 3 and the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 10, Township 15 
North, Range 5 West of the Third 
Principal Meridian, situated in the City 
of Springfield.  Situated in Sangamon 
County, Illinois.
(Permanent Parcel No. 22-10.0-129-
025); 
and for other relief.
UNLESS Joshua L. Witkowski, Unknown 

Owners and Non-Record Claimants 
FILE an answer or otherwise file an 
appearance in this case in the office 
of the clerk of this court, Room 405 
Sangamon County Building, 200 South 
Ninth Street, Springfield, IL  62701, on 
or before October 31, 2022, A JUDG-
MENT OR DECREE BY DEFAULT MAY BE 
ENTERED AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY 
FOR THE RELIEF REQUESTED IN THE 
COMPLAINT.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of Court
James K. Zerkle
Corporation Counsel
Kateah McMasters, ARDC #6309668
Assistant Corporation Counsel
Attorneys for Plaintiff
800 E. Monroe, Room 327
Springfield, IL 627010-1653
(217) 789-2375
kateah.mcmasters@springfield.il.us

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
CONZINE WILLIAMS
Petitioner
Vs
TYRONIKA LEWIS
Respondent
Case No. 2022-FA-232
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Putative Fathers 
and Unknown Fathers, that a Petition 
was filed with the Circuit Court of 
Sangamon County, Illinois, for Visitation 
by Certain Non-Parents of Tr.L., Ta.L. 
and T.W, minor children, and unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file 
your Appearance in this case in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Building, 200 South 
Ninth Street, Room 405, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701 on or before October 
25, 2022.  A JUDGMENT OR DECREE 
BY DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED IN THE 
COMPLAINT.
Dated 9/20/2022Clerk of the Circuit 
Court
YOUNG LAW PARTNERS, P.C.
1300 South 8th Street, Suite 2
Springfield, IL 62703
Phone 217-544.8500
8051-927289

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
J. P. Morgan Mortgage Acquisition 
Corp., 
Plaintiff, 
Vs. 
Cindy Bramblett, et. al.,
Defendants. 
Re: Estate of Gary L. Bramblett, 
Deceased. 
No. 2022-FC-154 
NOTICE 
TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF GARY L. BRAMBLETT, Deceased: 
Notice is given of the death of Gary L. 
Bramblett. The Court has appointed 
Dan E. Way as Special Representa-
tive for Gary L. Bramblett, deceased, 
in the above-entitled cause seeking a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale on 
property located at 120 N. 22nd St., 
Springfield, IL 67702. 
The address of the Special Representa-
tive is Way Law Offices, LLC, 1100 S. 
Fifth Street, Springfield, IL 62703. You 
may direct any questions you have to 
him, or you may retain counsel of your 
own choosing, or represent yourself, or 
do nothing. 
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
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Smiles  Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 759  Puzzle answers 
from this week 
will appear here 

next week

 Crossword answers from #758

 Sudoku answers from #758

 JoshJosh answers from #758

 JoshJosh  by J. Reynolds - No. 759
Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column, 

and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the 

target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or 

division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

 Diffi culty medium

 Sudoku   No. 759
 Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 

every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

 Diffi culty medium

exemptions. To e-file, you must first cre-
ate an account with an e-filing service 
provider. Visit e-file.illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.htm to learn more and 
to select a service provider. If you need 
additional help or have trouble e-filing, 
visit www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp. 
/s/ Dan E. Way 
Special Representative for 
Gary L. Bramblett, deceased 
Dan E. Way, #6204735 
WAY LAW OFFICES, LLC 
1100 S. Fifth Street 
Springfield, IL 62703 
Tel. 217-525-7003 
Fax. 217-525-7012 
dan@danwaylaw.com

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION STORAGE UNIT 
AUCTION
To enforce Self Storage Lien in default 
of payment of rent a private auction will 
be held Saturday October 15, 2022 at 
9:00a.m.
Northend Storage is located at 1907 
North Grand East, Springfield, IL. 
This is a private auction. In order to 
attend you must call 217-544-4521 a 
week prior to the auction date. Please 
leave your name, telephone number and 
an email address.
Any individual wanting to retain their 
unit will need to pay their entire balance 
by October 8, 2022. No personal checks 
will be accepted.
Jack Nance                Unit 9-6
Andrea Shimkus         Unit 4-24
Benny Williamson       Unit 6-10
James Freeman          Unit 10-28
Bertha Bostic              Unit G-3
Donald Caves              Unit 5-23

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Cammona Gailes, Petitioner
vs.
Margo Nelson, Respondent
Case No: 22-OP-1151
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Margo Nelson, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file 
your Appearance in this cause in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, 
Illinois, on or before Oct. 27, 2022, a 
judgment or decree by default may be 
taken against you for the relief asked in 
the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court 
Date: Sept. 22, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF:
BARBAR ANN McELROY, Deceased
Case No. 2022-PR-000357
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of BARBARA 
ANN McELROY, of Springfield, lllinois, 
who
died on August 20,2022. Letters of 
Office were issued to RITA MILLER, of 
10926 Old
Indian Trail, Glenarm, lllinois 62536, 
as Independent Executor of this estate 
and whose
attorneys’ are REESE & REESE, 200 W. 
Market Street, Taylorville, lllinois 62568.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 

Court,
Sangamon County, 200 South Ninth 
Street, Room 405, Springfield, lllinois 
62701. Or
with the estate representative or both, 
on or before April 6,2023, which date is 
not less than six months from the date 
of the first publication of this notice 
and any claim not within the period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to the 
estate’s Independent Executor and to the 
independent executor’s attorney within 
then (10) days after it has been filed.
DATED: Oct. 6, 2022
RITA MILLER,
Independent Executor
BY: /S/ LINDSEY E. REESE
Attorney for the Independent Executor
INDEPENDENT EXECUTOR’S ATTORNEY’S
REESE & REESE LAW OFFICE
200 W. Market St.
Taylorville, lL 62568
217-824-8107
ARDC: 6188433

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Bertha Jean Hollis-Bergen
For change of name to
BJ Hollis Bergen
Case No.: 2022-MR-401
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
November 22, 2022 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name from 
Bertha Jean Hollis-Bergen to BJ Hollis 
Bergen, pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: Oct. 6, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Devon Abdul Williams
For change of name to
Devon Abdul Jackson
Case No.: 2022-MR-388
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
November 22, 2022 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Devon Abdul Williams to Devon Abdul 
Jackson, pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: Oct. 6, 2022

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY         
Elizabeth Ramos-Sanchez, Petitioner
vs.
Rafael Mercado-Berrios, Respondent
Case No: 19-OP-358
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Rafael Mercado-Berrios, this cause has 
been commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you fi le your Answer or otherwise fi le your 
Appearance in this cause in the Offi ce 
of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
St., Room 405, Springfi eld, Illinois, on or 
before Nov. 3, 2022, a judgment or decree 
by default may be taken against you for 
the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: Oct. 6, 2022
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