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Blood money
Plasma saves lives, but questions persist about how it’s obtained
HEALTH | Carey Smith
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OPINION

Springfield police officer Evan Delude didn’t 
react well last fall when an 18-year-old youth 
called him “nigga.”

“You going to sit around here and call me 
a nigger and all of that shit,” Delude shouts 
as he pulls out cuffs. He erupts again when 
the youth asks why Delude had grabbed his 
pants. “You’re going to call me a faggot now, 
just like you call me all the other names?” 
Delude says.

Police were concerned that people had 
run from them – I’m told the cops may 
have interrupted an illegal game of chance 
– and two got caught outside an east side 
apartment complex. Delude arrested the 
youth for resisting. Footage suggests they’d 
crossed paths before.

Why, asks a woman who sounds like the 
youth’s mother, are you arresting him?

“They’re shooting themselves, they’re 
shooting at people, they’re gambling, they’re 
doing all this crap,” Delude replies. “We’re 
done. If they cross the street wrong, they’re 
getting a ticket; we have an arrestable offense, 
they go to jail.”

Then came another outburst. “When I 
got out with you, all you wanted to do was 
call me nigger, nigger, nigger, nigger, nigger,” 
Delude shouts at the youth. A few minutes 
later, he says, “I get here and I’m called a 
nigger – that’s a problem.”

Delude got a written reprimand. In June, 
Officer James Foxx was fired after sending 
a text to an African American officer that 
reportedly contained the phrase, “You got me 
out here feeling like the 800 house nigga.” 
The city refuses to release internal affairs 
files in the case, saying that Foxx’s removal 
from the city payroll doesn’t constitute 

final discipline until a union appeal runs its 
course.

Two weeks after Delude’s meltdown, an 
officer texted Andrew Dodd, head of internal 
affairs, about something she’d found in the 
department armory while leaving work.

“On my Friday, I was putting my squad 
car key away and saw the head of a black 
Barbie doll with her hair cut off on the top of 
the key board,” the officer wrote, according 
to a memo that Dodd prepared. “I threw it 
away because I felt kind of embarrassed by it. 
Idk who put it there or why but I felt like I 
should say something.” When I asked for the 
internal affairs file, the city said there wasn’t 
one: The text didn’t constitute a formal 
complaint, and so no investigation, aside 
from Dodd checking a trash can, was done. 
The city installed cameras and told officers 
about them.

Mayor Jim Langfelder and police brass 
have briefed council members on these 
incidents and four others that remain 
mysterious, given that meetings were private. 
At least two council members were reluctant: 
Ward 2 Ald. Shawn Gregory and Ward 3 
Ald. Doris Turner told me last month that 
they chose not to be briefed. Still, council 
members have alluded to the cases several 
times in recent meetings.

Last week, Turner told colleagues that 
the seven cases show that racism is an issue 
within the department. Bad actors, she said, 
aren’t suffering sufficient consequences. 
Turner was arguing against a resolution 
reaffirming a statement of principles signed 
by local police and the NAACP – why 
reaffirm something, she asked, that didn’t 
fix things? Ward 6 Ald. Kristin DiCenso 

agreed. “In the last year, we’ve had at least 
seven incidents of racial activities, derogatory 
racial incidents, within the Springfield Police 
Department,” she said. “If we’re not actually 
doing anything, it doesn’t mean anything.”

Actually, Mayor Jim Langfelder tells me, 
the seven incidents have taken place since 
2017. The department isn’t denying an issue, 
and changes to policies and procedures are en 
route, the mayor and council members say.

Why, I asked Langfelder, did Delude get 
a reprimand for using the same slur that 
got Foxx fired? “There’s more to it than just 
using the n-word,” answered the mayor, who 
had overlooked the homophobic slur, which 
wasn’t mentioned in Delude’s reprimand. 
Did it make a difference that Delude had 
repeated back what someone had called 
him? “That was taken into consideration,” 
Langfelder says.

Teresa Haley, president of the state and 
Springfield chapters of the NAACP, says 
there should be zero tolerance.

“There is no difference – he should be 
fired as well,” Haley tells me. “It’s totally 
unacceptable.”

Haley also faults the department for not 
conducting an internal affairs investigation 
into the doll incident. Black officers, she 
says, are reluctant to speak up. “It’s the fear 
of retaliation, it’s the fear of showing up on 
the scene and not having other officers have 
your back,” Haley says. “I believe that if an 
officer brings that to you and tells you that 
that happened to him or her, they’re being 
put in a situation where they’re fearing for 
their life.”

Haley said that she’s discussed the Delude 
reprimand with police chief Kenny Winslow. 
“He told us his hands are tied on this one: 
We can only do so much, we’ve got the 
mayor, we’ve got the unions,” Haley says.

Winslow isn’t popular in the ranks, but 
Langfelder says he likes him, and he has 
the backing of Haley and council members. 
“Kenny’s a good guy,” Haley says. “He’s done 
a lot.” She allows that he has a job on his 
hands.

“That white privilege is over with,” she 
says. “Some of them think, because they’re 
white with a gun and a badge, they can get 
away with anything.” 

Contact Bruce Rushton at
 brushton@illinoistimes.com. continued on page 5

Last week Larry Golden wrote a 
GUESTWORK column concerning 
discrimination in the composition of 
Springfield boards and commissions and 
concluded that not much has changed with 
“power and decision making” since the 
1986 Voting Rights lawsuit of which he 
was a significant participant. See “Boards 
and commissions matter,” July 16, at 
illinoistimes.com. 

But consider:
-In 1986 the commission form of 

government produced five white men living 
on the west side. Today the city council 
consists of 10 alderpersons geographically 
representing every area of Springfield, 
including two African Americans and three 
women, and for several months in 2019 
included four women. 

-The west side of Springfield is 
increasingly diverse and, according to the 
2010 census, west side wards 6, 7 and 8 
have 20% nonwhite residents.

-In 1986, African Americans were 
severely underrepresented on boards and 
commissions. Today, 25% of board and 
commission members are African American.

-As recently as 2013, only 8% of 
municipal city jobs were filled by African 
Americans. Today African Americans 
hold 14% of city jobs and affirmative 
recruitment continues to improve racial 
balance.

-This year, Mayor Jim Langfelder 
successfully created the Housing Policy 
Council with goals to increase home 
ownership among lower income Springfield 
residents and redevelop hundreds of empty 
east side lots. He appointed four African 
Americans to this eight-member body, 
and five members from the eastern half of 
Springfield.

One of the nominees to the Housing 
Policy Council was west sider Dean Graven, 
a Republican and a 2019 Ward 8 alderman 
candidate. He is a respected leader in the 
home building field who is committed to 
affordable housing.

When our mayor nominated Graven 
in April, there was no city rule prohibiting 
a resident serving on two boards and 
commissions simultaneously. So, I thought 
it was unfair for the council to then block 

Alderman Joe 
McMenamin 
responds
Much progress in 40 years, 
but challenges remain
GUESTWORK  |  Joe McMenamin

It is wise of District 186, and other area school districts, to offer parents the option of 
sending their children back to real classrooms with in-person teachers. If a few families 
try it and it works, that will help convince others to try it later. Families lacking home 
child care options may be the first to go to school, but that may be all right. Child care, 
both at school and at home, becomes more important than ever. Volunteers, churches, 
paid caregivers and policy makers all need to step up to help parents and teachers take 
care of the children. –Fletcher Farrar, editor and CEO

Editor’s note

When is the n-word not so bad?
Police discipline varies
UPON FURTHER REVIEW | Bruce Rushton
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Pressure mounts against Madigan
POLITICS | Rich Miller

OPINION

One of the most politically powerful 
entities in this state, ComEd, has basically 
admitted bribing the most politically 
powerful person in this state, House 
Speaker Michael Madigan, and agreed 
to pay $200 million and continue 
cooperating with federal investigators for 
at least the next three years.

And, yet, Madigan himself was not 
charged, although he was finally served 
with federal subpoenas the same day 
ComEd’s “deferred prosecution agreement” 
with the feds was announced.

If it wasn’t clear before (and it should’ve 
been), it’s completely obvious now that the 
US Attorney for the Northern District, 
John Lausch, wants to take down the 
longest-serving House Speaker in history. 
But first, the prosecutor may need some 
folks to flip on Madigan or find a paper 
trail that leads directly to Madigan’s door.

Right now, the federal government has 
recordings or witness accounts of people 
close to Madigan demanding or at least 
soliciting favors on the speaker’s behalf - 
everything from internships in Madigan’s 
ward, to a ComEd corporate board seat for 
a Madigan pal.

However, as former federal prosecutor, 
2018 Democratic attorney general 
candidate and cable TV legal analyst 
Renato Mariotti wrote on Twitter: “proving 
that ComEd was involved in a scheme to 
bribe Madigan is different than proving 
that Madigan knowingly participated in 
the scheme.”

Some of the folks close to Madigan 
may never flip. Mike McClain, Madigan’s 
closest confidante for decades and 
ComEd’s former top lobbyist/consultant, 
indicated to WBEZ that he won’t ever 
cooperate and, knowing him as I have over 
the years, I tend to believe him.

But others might crack under pressure.
One Madigan associate was allegedly 

paid millions by ComEd to hire Madigan’s 
pals who did little to no work. A law firm 
close to Madigan saw its billable hours 
reduced by ComEd and Madigan’s people 
allegedly put the arm on the company to 
make the firm whole.

As for Madigan, his office claimed 
in a statement that he has never asked 
anyone to hire a no-show worker, nor did 
he ever “expect to provide anything to a 
prospective employer if it should choose to 
hire a person he recommended.”

“He has never made a legislative 

decision with improper motives and has 
engaged in no wrongdoing here,” the 
statement claimed.

ComEd got some truly huge bills passed 
while it was providing all that largesse 
to Madigan’s organization, but someone 
telling the company a request was for 
Madigan is different than proving Madigan 
ordered it to happen.

Even so, the depth and breadth 
of Madigan’s apparent influence over 
ComEd was spectacular and the lengths to 
which the company would go to pass its 
legislation through Madigan’s House was 
mind-boggling. I mean, who gives up a 
corporate board seat like that unless they 
badly needed something done and figured 
it would work?

Gov. JB Pritzker quickly announced 
that Madigan should resign if the 
allegations were true. But that didn’t 
prompt much of an outpouring by 
Madigan’s House Democratic members.

I reached out to three dozen of 
Madigan’s 73 members to ask for 
comment. Most didn’t respond. Some 
declined to talk. A few issued non-
committal statements.

But two did follow Pritzker’s line about 
what should happen next.

“These allegations are very serious and 

we must be consistent in our efforts to 
respect the public trust that is given to us 
by our residents and the people of Illinois,” 
Rep. Stephanie Kifowit (D-Oswego) told 
me. “If the allegations are true, then he 
must be held to the same standard we have 
held other former elected officials in our 
chamber and resign.”

“The conduct alleged is outrageous, 
and comes at the end of a long chain 
of unacceptable breaches of the public 
trust not unlike the pattern of ‘lather, 
rinse, repeat I referenced a few years ago 
in discussing the allegations of sexual 
harassment in his office,” said Rep. Kelly 
Cassidy (D-Chicago) about Madigan. “I 
agree with the Governor. If any of these 
allegations are true and Speaker Madigan 
or those closest to him are involved, then 
he must resign.”

But it will take more than two angry 
members to force Madigan out without a 
federal indictment.

Keep an eye on the growing ranks of 
young, progressive House Democrats. They 
held their fire the day this all came out, but 
they don’t rely on Madigan’s campaign or 
patronage help like many of his suburban, 
downstate and older members do. If they 
do ever break against him, things could 
start changing in a hurry. 

Britt cartoons are posted at illinoistimes.com. Comments are welcome about this and all features.   
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Rep. John Lewis, a civil rights icon and longtime Georgia congressman, was the keynote speaker at the Illinois NAACP state convention held in October 2008 in down-
town Springfield. That year marked the 100-year anniversary of the Springfield race riots, a pivotal event that led to the formation of the NAACP. Lewis died on July 17 
at age 80 of pancreatic cancer. 

LETTERS
We welcome letters. Please include 
your full name, address and telephone 
number. We edit all letters. Send them 
to letters@illinoistimes.com.

REMEMBERING REP. JOHN LEWIS
Some years ago, after a long 
wait, I met and spoke with 
Congressman John Lewis, who 
was the guest speaker at a public 
function here in Springfield. 
It meant a lot to me as I 
reminisced with him that I had 
traveled at age 16, in the middle 
of the night on a school bus, 
with my mom and other church 
people from New York City to 
the March on Washington in 
1963. I made the point that he 
was only six years older than 
me at the time, yet, as “the boy 
preacher from Troy,” he made an 
historic speech on the podium 
shared with Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. We laughed and 
hugged about our youthful 
activities so many years ago, and 
a wonderful picture was taken of 
our meeting.
Phillipa Carroll Porter
Springfield

REPLICA OF LINCOLN HOME
In the 1950s, the Abraham 
Lincoln Association underwrote 
the publication of the eight-
volume Collected Works of 
Abraham Lincoln, and in the 
1960s it raised money to furnish 
the restored Old State Capitol. 
Now, under the leadership of 
Dr. Michael Burlingame, the 

group is proposing to build 
a replica of Lincoln’s home 
before it was enlarged (“The 1 
1/2-story Lincoln home to be 
rebuilt,” July 2).  Burlingame, 
the author of a multi-volume 
biography of Abraham Lincoln 
and a professor at University 
of Illinois Springfield, is a 
preeminent Lincoln scholar.

The replica will offer a 
realistic picture of the domestic 
environment of the Lincoln 
family for 12 of the 17 years 
they lived at the corner of 
Eighth and Jackson. The 
six-room cottage was later 
expanded and a second floor 
was added, so the house we 
see today does not reflect the 
modest beginnings of the 
Lincoln’s married life and Mr. 
Lincoln’s career.  

The cottage could be used 
in ways that the current home 
cannot, for the rules governing 
a replica are not as stringent as 
they are for original buildings. 
Receptions with food and 
drinks could be held, classes 
could be taught, lectures could 
be given and exhibits could 
be mounted. There could 
be displays depicting the 
way houses were built in the 
antebellum-era and descriptions 
of everyday life then. 

This project will enhance and 
enrich the imprint of Lincoln’s 
hometown and is deserving of 
the support of the Springfield 
community. 
Sarah H. Thomas
Springfield

WHY NOT HERE?
Facebook recently announced 
construction of a new data 
center in DeKalb, Illinois, 
estimating an $800 million 
investment and 100 operational 
jobs. Springfield, Illinois, was 
not mentioned.

Springfield could have at least 
tried to compete with DeKalb. 
Owning our own electric utility 
and airport, combined with 
University of Illinois Springfield 
and affordable land prices should 
have been enough to open a 
door and get an appointment 
with a high-volume electric 
consumer. 

Springfield has the 
wrong mayor for any serious 
undertaking. He was elected 
because he’s either related 
to you or one of your 
friends. His administration 
is more social endeavor than 
professional mission. His 
greatest accomplishment is 
implementing infrastructure 
plans former mayor Mike 
Houston set up.

Business opportunities will 
arise from China decoupling 
and modified employees 
at distance arrangements. 
Springfield has resources to 
compete. However, vision with 
aggressive action is necessary 
because smiling at church socials 
won’t get us noticed. Langfelder 
needs to admit failure and honor 
his “best for Springfield” slogan 
by hiring professionally.
John Levalley
Springfield

Vermont poem #2, 2020
(I’m not in Vermont but here’s word
from the Lake Iroquois Association!)

“Dear Friends,
We hope you have been enjoying our 
loon family swimming around the lake. 
Yes, they are back! Have you heard 
their laughter? Caleb Nye, a student at 
Champlain Valley Union High School, as 
part of his Eagle Scout project, has been 
working with Eric Hanson of the Loon 
Restoration Project. They have been 
setting up signs protecting our loon 
nesting site from boaters and hikers. 
This Friday Caleb will be passing out 
pamphlets on the loon project to all 
homeowners on the lake. He will 
be keeping proper social distance, 
just as we are all keeping proper 
distance from our loons. Be sure 
to polish up your binoculars, though!” 

2020 Jacqueline Jackson

OPINION

the mayor’s nomination retroactively this 
month by passing an ordinance in midstream 
that did so. The SJ-R reported that double 
membership on boards and commissions is 
a rare problem and found only two instances 
of the 173 volunteers now serving. A 
geographic diversity argument for blocking his 
nomination to the Housing Policy Council 
also seemed inapplicable, since Mayor 
Langfelder met that goal. 

On the night of July 7 at council, I 
attempted to say that Graven’s outstanding 
qualifications overrode concerns regarding 
double membership and his west side 
residency. In doing so, I was interrupted, and 
my words were rephrased in ways I never 
intended. Even so, I accept that my words 
offended some and I apologized that night and 
again a week later.  

My wife and I love Springfield and 
have lived in six different wards filled 
with diverse and generous neighbors.  
We support economic opportunities for 
African Americans, social justice and 
strengthening underserved neighborhoods.  
I led the campaign for the 2012 Residency 
Referendum that increases African American 
job opportunities with city government, and 
would require police officers to live in the 
city they patrol.  East side neighborhoods 
strongly support residency.  I served with 
diverse members of the National Guard for 
30 years, deploying to Afghanistan in 2004 
with one of the most integrated Chicago 
units.  I have supported the Springfield Public 
Schools, coached diverse teams in recreational 
basketball and financially contributed to many 
groups that promote opportunity.

With all this in mind, it is particularly 
upsetting recently to be called ugly names in 
social media and face false accusations by some 
prominent politically affiliated Springfieldians. 
This is not the Springfield we know and love.

During my nine years serving on the city 
council, I have done my best to diligently 
represent Ward 7 constituents and advance 
policies that best serve all citizens in the long 
run. Springfield is making progress, but there 
is more work to be done.  Central Illinois 
is not immune from broad national trends 
concentrating wealth and income among 
narrowing strata of the population. That 
heightens concerns over those left behind. 
Now we face a worldwide pandemic that 
will worsen these trends. Hard times may be 
coming. 

We need unity and cooperation and I 
pledge to do my part. 

Joe McMenamin is a Springfield alderman 
representing Ward 7.

McMenamin responds
continued from page 3
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NEWS

The Route History museum and souvenir 
shop in Springfield is currently closed due 
to coronavirus, but owners made a recent 
exception. On July 16, Stacy Grundy gave 
a tour to Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton. The 
museum and souvenir shop tells the story of 
Black Route 66 travelers, as well as history 
surrounding Black entrepreneurship and other 
lesser known aspects of Springfield’s history.

Grundy graduated high school in 2006. 
As a teen, Grundy said, she would travel from 
the small town in southern Illinois where she 
lived to Springfield for an internship. Her 
mother would tell her which towns were safe 
to stop for gas, and to call when she made it to 
Springfield safely.

Stratton, the first Black lieutenant 
governor, traveled historic Route 66 earlier this 
month with her husband to visit his father in 
Mississippi. Her father-in-law had used the 
Green Book, a guide for Black motorists on 
how to navigate the country during the Jim 
Crow era, with details such as safe towns and 
stations to stop for gas. Stratton said this facet 
of history is something she has been trying to 
further bring to light.

“Route 66 is supposed to be this pathway 
to opportunity ... but for many of us, those 
opportunities didn’t exist.” She said these 
lessons are especially important given the 
current climate of civil uprising against 
systemic racism and police killings of Black 
people.

“With the Great Migration, the sundown 
towns also contributed. A lot of times people 
focus on who came from the South. But we 
came from southern Illinois too, because of 
racial violence in other parts of our state,” said 
Stratton. “People don’t talk about that.”

Black Lives Matter in Anna
Anna is not far from the town where Grundy 
grew up. It’s about a 40-minute drive north 
of Cairo. Its history was “passed down from 
generations,” Grundy said. Growing up, her 
family told her not to travel there after dark, 
and to stick to the highway when passing 
through.

Last year, Logan Jaffe of ProPublica Illinois 
wrote about Anna, after a townsperson there 
told her that Anna stood for: Ain’t No N-----s 
Allowed. The piece described that while that’s 
not the true genesis of the town’s name, the 
sentiment has been a part of its identity.

Anna is one of the more than 500 Illinois 
localities scholar James Loewen has noted 
to be a sundown town, a place where Black 

people were not allowed after dark, enforced 
through policies and/or violence.

In a recent panel discussion about 
sundown towns, hosted by ProPublica Illinois, 
Loewen said that for him at 78 years old, 
the past month or so has been “some of the 
most fun” of his career – citing the removal of 
Confederate statues and Black Lives Matter 
protests in small towns such as Anna.

Loewen is a Decatur native. He said he 
found that 20 of the small towns surrounding 
his hometown were sundown towns. “I had no 
idea. I thought Black folks were just showing 
good judgment by not living in these dinky 
little towns too small to have a motion picture 
there, but no. Each of these towns had a 
policy, formal or informal.” Loewen has said 
the 1908 “Race Riot” in Springfield – where 
Black homes and businesses were burned 
down and two innocent men were lynched – 
was an attempt to make it a sundown town. 
Sundown towns were generally present from 
the late 1800s to mid-1900s, though the 
sentiment behind them can remain to this day.

While Anna is one of the small towns 
with these racist roots, it’s also one of 
the smaller Illinois communities where 
demonstrators have gathered under the 
banner of Black Lives Matter this year. In 

June, around 200 people showed up for a 
protest. They flipped the A-N-N-A acronym 
to stand for: Ain’t No Negativity Allowed. 
Co-organizer Takiyah Coleman is a young 
Anna resident, originally from Chicago. She 
said her Black family was warned Anna might 
not be a safe place to live. She said she wants 
residents and civic leaders to acknowledge 
racism is not just a thing of the past. “The 
first step is acknowledging that things are 
happening,” she said during the panel. 
Efforts are not only about reckoning with 
history, but also present conditions. She and 
other organizers continue to stay connected 
through social media.

Back at the museum in Springfield, 
Stratton echoed others in saying an accurate 
telling of history is needed. “If you knew that 
for 400 years we were not allowed the same 
opportunity, then maybe it might make you 
more open and compassionate to say this is 
why we need change, but too many people 
don’t know that history. It’s not taught in our 
schools.” Route History owners have been 
developing a curriculum they hope will be 
broadly taught to help rectify that. 

You can contact Rachel Otwell at 
rotwell@illinoistimes.com.

Traveling Route 66 while Black
Discussions emerge around Illinois’ history of white supremacy
CULTURE | Rachel Otwell

CLASS OF 1970 
DONATES $10,000

Class reunions are one more 
thing impacted by the COVID-19 

pandemic.  The Litchfield High School 
Class of 1970 was planning to have 
its 50th reunion this July, but instead 
postponed the reunion to July 2021.  
That didn’t stop the class from coming 
together in spirit.  They decided to 
support their local community by having 
a fund drive to support the Litchfield 
Museum and Route 66 Welcome Center. 
The museum, which opened in 2013, 
celebrates the community’s rich history 
and its connection to Route 66.  The 
LHS Class of 1970 recently contributed 
$10,000 to the museum. Class member 
Jan Quarton, who now resides in Lake 
Chapala, Mexico, initiated the project. 

The volunteer-driven museum 
reopened July 1 and is grateful for the 
donation. David Jackson, editor of the 
Litchfield News Herald, loved history 
and collected many items related to 
his hometown. He didn’t live to see 
the museum, but his family and other 
community volunteers turned his dream 
into a reality. Anne Jackson, secretary 
of the museum, says they look forward 
to showing class members the result 
of their extraordinary donation at next 
year’s reunion.  

CAP
CITY

BLINDSIDED
Everything sounded cool at last 
week’s meeting of the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 
board, where members jawed about stuff 
that is the purview of museum boards, 
with barely a hint of discord. Within an 
hour or so of adjournment, though, word 
hit that Samuel Wheeler, state historian 
and big cheese when it comes to matters 
of history, had been fired. Among other 
things, Wheeler is in charge of shepherding 
efforts to prove or disprove that a tattered 
but expensive stovepipe hat actually 
belonged to Lincoln. At least one board 
member, Kathryn Harris, says she found 
out through unofficial sources that Wheeler 
had been canned. Harold Holzer, an author 
who is one of the nation’s leading experts 
on Lincoln, says Wheeler was an asset. “I 
think his departure is a great loss for the 
ALPLM and for the state of Illinois,” he said. 
“No museum can sustain its professional 
reputation without representing the 
curatorial voice.” Wheeler was a pro, 
according to Holzer. “It seems to me that 
Sam is almost like the Dr. Fauci of the 
ALPLM,” he said. “He speaks what his 
professionalism tells him is the truth.” 
Wheeler could not be reached for comment.

CAP
CITY

Lt. Gov. Juliana Stratton next to a Route 66 marker in Litchfield. CREDIT: FACEBOOK.COM/LTGOVSTRATTON  
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ALPLM cancels exhibit
Racial concerns cited
MUSEUMS | Brue Rushton

An exhibit from a Washington, D.C., 
museum has been canceled by the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 
due to concerns about Ku Klux Klan robes 
and other displays.

“Spies, Traitors, Saboteurs: Fear and 
Freedom in America,” created by the 
International Spy Museum in Washington, 
D.C., has been on tour since at least 2012 
and had previously been shown in such places 
as the Oklahoma City National Memorial, 
the National Underground Railroad Freedom 
Center in Cincinnati, the Chicago History 
Museum, the Illinois Holocaust Museum 
in Skokie and four presidential libraries, 
including institutions dedicated to Richard 
Nixon, Gerald Ford, Bill Clinton and George 
W. Bush, where the exhibit appeared in 2019.

The ALPLM, which paid $70,000 to show 
the artifacts through January 2021, will not 
open the exhibit to the public after receiving 
negative reviews from African Americans who 
recently were invited to take an advance look. 
Museum officials say that historians and the 
institution’s staff agreed with the decision.

Teresa Haley, president of the Springfield 
and state chapters of the NAACP, said that 
her organization was prepared to organize 
demonstrations if the exhibit had opened.

“I thought it was disgusting,” said Haley, 
who was among the people who got an 
advance look. “I thought it was a slap in the 
face to Black people. It pissed me off.”

In addition to Klan robes, the exhibit 
features fragments of planes that hit the 
World Trade Center and displays on such 
events as the burning of the White House 
during the War of 1812 and the 1971 
bombing of the U.S. Senate wing of the 
Capitol. The ALPLM would not allow Illinois 
Times to view the displays.

Lance Tawzer, exhibits director, told the 
museum board last week that the institution 
knew that the displays were provocative, but 
as the time neared to reopen the ALPLM 
on July 1, the staff took another look at 
the exhibit, which had been set to open in 
March, when the museum closed due to 
pandemic. The museum, he said, called in 
“focus groups” and asked opinions. “What we 
realized straightaway is we couldn’t open the 
exhibit as it stood,” Tawzer said. “It was very 
evident that emotions were very raw. We were 
very sensitive to the fact that we didn’t want 
our institution to be seen as insensitive.”

Tawzer and Toby Trimmer, chief operating 

officer, told the board that the ALPLM has 
talked to the International Spy Museum 
about concerns and will try to negotiate 
a refund. “They’ve determined that the 
exhibit as-is will no longer tour,” Trimmer 
told the ALPLM board. A spokeswoman for 
the Washington, D.C., institution did not 
immediately return an interview request.

Kathryn Harris, an ALPLM board 
member who got an advance look, said that 
she was bothered by depictions of the Black 
Panthers and also felt internment of Japanese-
Americans during World War II was not 
properly handled. She told colleagues on the 
board that while Klan robes were displayed, 
there was no information on what the Klan 
has done.

“When you entered the museum, it just 
said ‘sensitive materials’ – that’s all the sign 
said: ‘Caution, sensitive material,’” Harris 
said in an interview. “That wasn’t enough. 
It was beyond sensitive. It was offensive.” 
Sunshine Clemons, founder of the Springfield 
chapter of Black Lives Matter, said she didn’t 
make it through the entire exhibit, but what 
she saw didn’t impress. “I felt that it definitely 
needed work,” Clemons said. “I had a lot of 
issues, personally, with the Black Panthers 
display.” Harris said there was no mention 
that the Panthers organized food programs 
and health care clinics.

Trimmer said that the ALPLM will 
establish a community advisory board in 
hopes of identifying concerns before exhibits 
are set up instead of at the last minute. 
“Look, the bottom line is, we’re going to 
have to do a little more listening over here,” 
Trimmer told the board.

Ray LaHood, chairman of the ALPLM  
board, told colleagues that he wants three 
trustees on the community board.

“Our board needs to be involved in this,” 
LaHood told colleagues. “I don’t think there’s 
a higher priority than getting the community 
involved in how we welcome people to the 
museum and how we exhibit artifacts that we 
have access to.”

Clemons sees progress.
“I personally think it’s a win,” she said. 

“The museum wanted to reach out to the 
community – to me, that’s a win. I don’t 
think they’ve reached out in this respect 
before. 

Contact Bruce Rushton at 
brushton@illinoistimes.com

NEWS

Food for all
Volunteers fuel ongoing drives and donations
COMMUNITY | Rachel Otwell

Teresa Haley of Springfield heads not only the 
NAACP’s Springfield branch but also the state 
chapter. This past Saturday, July 18, she joined 
more than a dozen others to hand out boxes 
of produce, hand sanitizer and masks. “We are 
blessing our community,” Haley said under 
the hot sun from behind a mask adorned with 
sparkly blue letters spelling out “NAACP.”

Items were purchased with the help 
of a $25,000 grant from the Community 
Foundation for the Land of Lincoln. During 
the pandemic, the foundation has focused on 
garnering and providing donations aimed at 
relief for those impacted by COVID-19.

According to Feeding America, a nonprofit 
that represents a nationwide network of food 
banks, the annual rate of food insecurity in 
the U.S. could go up as much as 16.7% this 
year, when compared to 2018. The pandemic 
is having a worse impact on communities of 
color in terms of infection and death rates. 
As Feeding America points out, Black people 
also face higher rates of food insecurity due 
to structural disparities. In 2018, 21.2% of 
Black households were food insecure compared 
to 11.1% overall, according to analysis the 
organization published this May. Haley said 
NAACP is interested in providing support for 
all, but it also recognizes there are increased 
needs within the Black community.

Haley said a bulk of the grant has been used 
on groceries for families, and another chunk 
has been used on household essentials, such as 
paper towels and toilet paper. Haley won the 
first ever “Activist of the Year” honor during 
the national NAACP Image Awards earlier this 
year. She said subsequently, BET and Procter 
and Gamble reached out to assist her efforts. 
As a result, she went to Chicago two weekends 
in a row and picked up 30 50-gallon barrels of 
hand sanitizer which later got broken up into 
smaller bottles. Families who came through for 
food were also given the sanitizer and masks. 
“We just want people to stay safe. We want 
them to remember not to touch your face, to 
wear your mask when you’re out in public. 
We’re trying to cut down and kill this COVID 
virus because it’s taking out so many people in 
our community,” said Haley.

Cars pulled up outside Pleasant Grove 
Baptist Church on Martin Luther King Drive. 
One man rolled up with a baby stroller to load 
up. And teens did much of the heavy lifting – 
boxes full of produce such as carrots, potatoes 
and cucumbers from Cusumano and Sons 
Inc. in Mt. Vernon. NAACP interns Dorian 
Henry and Nakiah Smith were among them. 
“I definitely wanted to do more with the Black 

community and I thought this would be a great 
opportunity,” said Smith, who is attending 
Lincoln Land Community College. Henry said 
he was also inspired to get more involved, in 
part due to the police killing of George Floyd. 
“I was already wanting to do it,” said Henry. 
“That just sparked a fire to work even harder.” 
Both interns began in June. Henry, who’s 19 
years old, said while his generation is getting 
blamed for not taking the pandemic seriously, 
his friends do. “A lot of the young people 
I’m around try to wear their mask as often as 
possible and socially distance.”

Earlier in the month, area Muslims helped 
give out food from the same location along 
with NAACP. The Zakat Foundation of 
America had provided 1,400 boxes of food. 
It’s a Chicago-based charity organization 
named after a pillar of Islam that requires 
the privileged faithful to share their wealth 
with those who have less. Mona Ahsan is a 
volunteer attorney for NAACP and member 
of the Islamic Society of Greater Springfield. 
She handed out flyers about the census and 
brought some teens along to help the most 
recent effort, including her son. “It’s part of 
being a human being and part of being part 
of a community that you have to take care of 
everyone,” she said.  

You may contact Rachel Otwell at 
rotwell@illinoistimes.com.
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State unveils six-year 
road, bridge plan 
No cutting or delaying projects for COVID-19 
STATEHOUSE | Jerry Nowicki, Capitol News Illinois

Gov. JB Pritzker joined Illinois Department 
of Transportation officials Tuesday, July 21, 
to unveil a six-year, $21.3 billion statewide 
road and bridge improvement plan that is an 
extension of the Rebuild Illinois infrastructure 
package passed last year by the General 
Assembly. 

IDOT is tasked with unveiling a multiyear 
plan each year to detail how it will spend 
transportation dollars on state and local 
highway transportation systems. For the 
current fiscal year, the investment in road 
and bridge infrastructure totals $3.15 billion, 
according to the governor’s office. 

Current funding levels would allow the 
multiyear plan to include 3,356 miles of road 
improvements and 8.4 million square feet of 
bridge deck in total over the next six years.

The infrastructure spending largely relies 
on revenue from the motor fuel tax – which 
was increased on July 1, as it will be every year 
forthcoming under the new state law – among 
other driving-related fees. 

According to an overview of the multiyear 
plan on the IDOT website, however, revenue 
estimates were not adjusted to account 
for economic impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic and associated stay-at-home orders. 

“Due to the unprecedented COVID-19 
pandemic and national stay-at-home 
guidance, the reduced consumption of gas 
is expected to cause a decrease in motor fuel 
tax revenue that would be deposited into 
the state’s road and state construction fund,” 
according to IDOT’s summary of the plan. “It 
is not yet known what the actual decrease will 
be. Therefore, no adjustments were made to 
the (multiyear plan).” 

While the participants in a news 
conference unveiling the plan touted the 
Rebuild Illinois package, which passed in 
2019, acting IDOT Secretary Omer Osman 
said the COVID-19 pandemic presented 
some unforeseen challenges. 

“The multiyear plan keeps us on track 
during these uncertain times,” Osman said 
at an event in Collinsville. “While we are not 
cutting or delaying projects at this time, we 
will continue monitoring the impact on future 
revenue to ensure we are investing taxpayer 
resources wisely. Clearly, COVID-19 is not 
going to be something that lasts for a few 
months, but likely will impact our decision 
making for years to come.”

Despite the pandemic, Osman said, 
Pritzker allowed road work to continue by 
deeming construction workers essential in his 
executive orders. 

That allowed year one of work on the 
Rebuild Illinois plan to continue despite state 
stay-at-home orders, so the first year of the 
plan saw $2.77 billion in improvements, with 
$2.15 billion to the state system and $616 
million in the local system. 

Included was 1,385 miles of road 
improvements in the state system – 
comprising 61 bridges and 157 safety 
improvements – as well as 321 miles of road 
improvements in the local system, including 
67 bridges and 71 safety improvements.

Pritzker noted IDOT had developed a 
plan consistent with the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Transportation Asset 
Management Plan standards. 

“That standard puts an end to the practice 
of letting roads and bridges in Illinois 
deteriorate until they’re in just terrible shape,” 
the governor said. “Instead we’re investing on 
the front end saving money for taxpayers.”

Among other projects, the first year of the 
plan included design work on an Interstate 
80 bridge over the Des Plaines River that was 
deemed structurally deficient, resurfacing on 
state Route 251, widening and reconstruction 
on state Route 47, reconstruction on the 
Murray Baker Bridge in Peoria, construction 
and bridge repairs on Interstate 74, resurfacing 
on Interstate 55 and U.S. Highway 51, 
resurfacing and bridge repairs on Interstate 
255, and completion of design for added lanes 
and bridge replacement on Interstate 57 in 
southern Illinois. 

Pritzker touted the plan as one that would 
create jobs in a difficult economic climate in 
Illinois and across the U.S. 

“Even in a pandemic – especially in a 
pandemic – our transportation systems 
connect the lives of our residents and our 
communities,” Pritzker said. “The multiyear 
plan we’re announcing today provides funding 
to reconstruct over 3,300 miles of roads and 
over 8 million square feet of bridges – and, 
more importantly, create and support hundreds 
of thousands of jobs over the next 6 years for 
hardworking Illinoisans across our state.” 

Contact Jerry Nowicki at 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com. 
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Plasma is already widely used for a variety of 
life-saving medical procedures, and it’s now 
being tried as a possible means of treating 
COVID-19 patients. However, plasma cannot 
be reproduced in a lab – only the human body 
can produce it. That means identifying willing 
donors, and in the U.S., paying for plasma as 
a means of incentivizing donors. 

A booming business
Plasma is big business, with blood products 
accounting for more than 1.9% of American 
exports in 2016, more than soybeans or 
computers (“What is the blood of a poor 
person worth?,” New York Times, Feb. 1, 
2019). For this reason, the U.S. is often 
referred to as the OPEC of plasma.

Globally, plasma is currently a $26 billion 
industry, with the market growing 6-10% 

yearly. According to a recent ProPublica 
report, the United States had more than 800 
plasma centers at the end of 2019, with more 
being built regularly. This trend also holds 
true in Springfield, with two for-profit plasma 
centers currently under construction, in 
addition to an existing privately owned plasma 
business.  

Octapharma Plasma, a Swiss 
biopharmaceutical company, has had 
a presence in Springfield for years; it’s 
been located at 1770 Wabash Ave. in the 
Chatham Square shopping center since 2013. 
Octapharma will soon be joined by two other 
plasma centers.

The former Aldi location in the Near 
North Crossing shopping center, 1150 N. 
Fifth St., is being remodeled for a new tenant, 
CSL Plasma. The company is a division of 

CSL Behring, headquartered in Pennsylvania, 
although the parent company, CSL Limited, is 
headquartered in Australia.

CSL Plasma will initially employ 20-25 
people but plans to grow to a staff of 60 or 
more, according to divisional director Scott 
Newkirk. “Positions include leadership 
positions in management and quality, medical 
staff, phlebotomists and donor screening,” he 
said. 

KEDPLASMA USA, a subsidiary of Italian 
company Kedrion Biopharma, announced 
earlier this year it will break ground for a new 
facility near the intersection of North Grand 
Avenue and Walnut Street, next to DaVita 
Dialysis, with an anticipated opening in 
January 2021. Earlier this year, the Springfield 
City Council approved a zoning change 
to the nearly two acres of land to allow for 

construction of an 11,900-square-foot office 
building.

Both new facilities, less than a mile apart, 
will be located within the boundaries of the 
Mid-Illinois Medical District. 

Forrest McCaleb, director of global 
communications for Kedrion Biopharma, 
said that when searching for a new location, 
the company tends to stick to smaller 
communities like Springfield.

“Kedrion is a family-owned business, and 
we like to see family values reflected where we 
are,” McCaleb said. Although Kedrion is an 
international company established in Italy in 
2001, the roots of the companies from which 
it was born stretch back several decades in 
the production of blood and plasma-derived 
products. 

Additionally, he said, Kedrion takes into 

Blood money
Plasma saves lives, but questions persist about how it’s obtained

HEALTH | Carey Smith

FEATURE

A billboard at 11th Street and South Grand Avenue touts how much money an individual can make by donating plasma. PHOTO BY STACIE LEWIS
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consideration the age of the population and 
viral marker rates for diseases that would 
exclude a donor, such as HIV and hepatitis A 
and B. According to McCaleb, the company 
will employ 40-45 people once the facility 
opens. 

Scott Stough, chief operating officer at The 
Stough Group, the development company 
responsible for building and managing 
Kedrion’s new facilities, noted the site in 
Springfield is in close proximity to the medical 
facilities. Stough is the third generation of the 
family business, which now focuses on real 
estate development for plasma centers, having 
sold off the operations side of the business in 
2006 to an international company. 

In a February interview with Springfield 
Business Journal, Stough said, “Due to the 
working-class population and demographics 
of Springfield, we felt that it would be ideal 
to not only be in the medical district but to 
be an asset to the community and grow the 
footprint of the medical district onto North 
Grand.”

Stough Development Corporation, based 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, has built plasma centers 
in 17 states and has projects underway in 
Lincoln, Nebraska; Jacksonville, Florida; 
Mobile, Alabama; and Augusta, Georgia, 
along with three in Illinois. In addition to 
Springfield, the company is currently building 
new centers in Champaign and Joliet.

Plasma and the donation process
Plasma makes up one of four parts of the 
blood, the other three being red blood cells, 

white blood cells and platelets. Plasma is 
largely composed of water, but is also a rich 
source of proteins, clotting agents, albumin 
and immunoglobulins (antibodies), making it 
an ideal treatment for hemophilia and other 
clotting disorders, immunodeficiency diseases, 
neurological conditions and genetic disorders. 
Additionally, plasma is used to support critical 
care procedures such as surgeries, burns and 
organ transplants and is being investigated 
for its possible use in treating severely affected 
COVID-19 patients.

Plasma cannot be reproduced in a lab, nor 

acquired from any source but human blood. 
As a result, plasma donations are a necessary 
component of plasma-derived medicinal 
products (PDMPs). Plasma obtained from 
paid donors in the United States makes up 
70% of the global supply of plasma and 90% 
of paid plasma donations worldwide, mostly 
because of the less-stringent restrictions and 
payment process of American plasma centers.

A paid plasma donor in the United States 
must be between 18 and 59 years of age, 
weigh at least 110 pounds and be in good 
overall health. Identification such as a driver’s 

license, proof of Social Security number and 
address are required, and the donor must 
reside in the area, in an effort to exclude 
homeless or transient donors.

McCaleb provided some insights as to 
what to expect during the donation process.  
On the first visit, a potential donor will 
complete a pre-screening process, answering 
questions about health and lifestyle choices. 
Then vitals and weight will be taken, as the 
amount of plasma donated is determined 
by the weight of the donor. The donor will 
then be taken back to the donation area for 
the plasmapheresis process, which begins 
with a needle inserted into the arm to extract 
whole blood. The plasma is separated through 
centrifuging and then the remaining parts of 
the blood, sans plasma, are returned to the 
donor in a completely sterile and automated 
process.

After being given 500 ml of saline to 
replace the extracted plasma, the donor is 
compensated via a preloaded debit card, made 
aware of referral and rewards programs and 
then discharged. The process for a first-time 
donor takes a little more than two hours, with 
subsequent visits of 30-60 minutes, though 
the wait to donate may take significantly 
longer.

New donors are incentivized and can 
receive as much as $400 the first month 
due to first-time donor bonuses. A regular 
donor can expect compensation ranging 
from $280 to $350 per month, depending 
on the donation center. In the United States, 
plasma may be donated twice within a seven-
day period, with at least one day between 

FEATURE

Plasma is the clear, straw-colored liquid portion 
of blood that remains after red blood cells, 
white blood cells and platelets are removed.

Your blood is: 

55%
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44%
Red Blood Cells

1%
White Blood Cells

& Platelets

What is plasma?
Blood money
continued from page 9

KEDPLASMA USA announced earlier this year it plans to construct an 11,900-square-foot building on North Grand Avenue just east of Davita Dialysis. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF CASLER DESIGN GROUP
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donations. Otherwise, there is no limit on the 
number of donations, meaning a donor could 
potentially give plasma 104 times a year for 
consecutive years.

After plasma is donated, it is immediately 
frozen and stored, with samples sent out for 
testing for various blood-borne diseases. If 
deemed safe, the accumulated plasma is sent 
to a fractionation facility where it is separated 
into the different components from which 
PDMPs are made, usually into injectable 
treatments, which are then distributed 
worldwide. The U.S. receives approximately 
40% of the global share of PDMPs, so much 
of the plasma collected in the U.S. is actually 
put to use in other countries.

Plasma donation centers follow Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines 
for safety, with additional precautions now 
taken during the pandemic. Adhering to strict 
cleaning protocols, staff wear face shields and 
take the temperature of anyone entering the 
building. Masks for donors are required. Beds 
for donation and chairs in the waiting room 
are socially distanced and, when at capacity, 
donors are encouraged to wait in their cars 
until their name is called. 

Poverty clouds the process
Though it saves countless lives, paid plasma 
donation is not without its critics. The twice-
weekly collection schedule allowed in the 
United States is not routine in most parts of 
Europe, where donors are not compensated 
– though countries such as Italy may offer a 
paid vacation day to donors – and are limited 
to once every two weeks. Critics assert that 
poverty is the main driver in paid plasma 
donation, not altruism, and that donors may 
be risking their health with frequent donations 
in exchange for quick cash. According to a 
2017 study by ABC News, nearly 80% of 
U.S. plasma centers are located in low-income 
neighborhoods.

The process is designed to accept only 
healthy donors, but it is possible to cheat the 
pre-screening process. Some homeless people 
get around the address requirement by having 
a local mailing address where they collect mail 
but do not live. Underweight donors may 
wear ankle weights to qualify. Others outright 
lie about lifestyle and health to pass through 
the process. Lured by the opportunity to make 
quick money, others are addicts, mentally ill 
or disguise health conditions in order to be 
able to donate for much-needed cash.

Dr. Lucy Reynolds, a research fellow at 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, told The Atlantic that, “Certain 
governments are people- and people’s 
rights-centered. In those places they make 
the plasma corporations play by the rules; 
sometimes they just choose to have as little 
as possible to do with them. But the United 
States is a corporate country,” noting that the 
U.S. maintains the least restrictive plasma 

donation regulations in the world (“The 
Twisted Business of Donating Plasma,” May 
28, 2014).

This lack of regulations, some assert, can 
lead to disastrous consequences for individual 
donors. A Springfield-area paramedic, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity due to 
her employment, said that she treats patients 
with side effects of plasma donation, on 
average, about once a month. “Usually it’s 
from low blood pressure, lightheadedness, 
dizziness and feeling faint,” she said.

Though donors are instructed to return to 
the plasma center if they experience a medical 
need, “It’s often a bystander who calls, or 
someone with them,” reports the paramedic, 
explaining there’s usually not time to return to 
the plasma center, as many lose consciousness. 
Other donors simply do not want the plasma 
center to know they are having medical issues, 
for fear that this will interfere with their next 
donation cycle. The paramedic said most of 
the cases she sees are taken to the hospital for 
care and usually revived with a full panel of 
electrolytes while their vitals are monitored.

A fellow paramedic, who also spoke on 
the condition of anonymity, noted, “We don’t 
really see the healthy people who donate, only 
the ones who are having issues from donating. 
For you and me, it wouldn’t be a problem 
because we can replenish ourselves. But a lot 
of the homes we go into, there’s nothing to 

eat, nothing in the cabinets. They just don’t 
have the means to replenish their bodies.”

A complicated history
The history of the use of blood products 
has been problematic at times, with diseases 
shared between those who give and those who 
receive blood products, including plasma. 
Many have died, although increased safety 
standards have been implemented as a result. 

Hemophilia, a genetic disorder which 
currently affects about 20,000 Americans, 
prevents blood from clotting normally. This 
can cause a hemophiliac to bleed longer 
after an injury, and over the course of a year, 
treatment of one severe hemophiliac may 
require 1,200 units of plasma, each unit the 
result of a single plasma donation session.  

Nearly half of American hemophiliacs 
(and roughly 90% of severe hemophiliacs) 
contracted HIV in the early 1980s from 
contaminated blood products, resulting in 
approximately 4,000 patients eventually 
dying from AIDS. At the time, donations 
were largely sourced from the U.S. prison 
population. A class-action lawsuit filed by 
hemophiliacs and their families presented 
evidence that even after the discovery of 
tainted blood products, a major plasma 
company continued to distribute its older 
supplies. However, due to federal and state 
protections, plasma corporations were not 

penalized. 
In the early to mid-1990s, China 

implemented its “Plasma Economy,” offering 
poor Chinese farmers payment for plasma 
donations. Due to low standards for safety 
and sanitation, equipment was routinely 
reused and collected blood was pooled 
before plasma was extracted, with shared 
blood being pumped back into individual 
donors. About 40% of donors contracted 
HIV and/or hepatitis, and more than a 
million rural Chinese citizens died as a result. 
This health crisis was suppressed by the 
Chinese government, as well as the business 
middlemen who reaped the financial benefits.

In the wake of these scandals, the Plasma 
Protein Therapy Association (PPTA) was 
formed in the 1990s. PPTA is a global 
organization representing the plasma donation 
and therapies industry, which “administers 
standards and programs that help ensure the 
quality and safety of plasma collection and 
manufacturing and protect both donors and 
patients.” PPTA’s goals include ensuring a safe 
process for the donation and collection of 
plasma while addressing the broad range of 
issues arising from the dynamic international 
plasma market.

PPTA has developed a voluntary 
International Quality Plasma Program 
that serves as a third-party evaluator for 
members of PPTA, designed to ensure a 

After being one of the first patients in Madison, Wisconsin, to be diagnosed with COVID-19, Gary Dalgaard, 75, became the first convalescent plasma donor in his area. He is shown 
here donating on April 10 at the American Red Cross in Madison. PHOTO COURTESY AMERICAN RED CROSS
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safe environment for donors and maintain 
standards for plasma centers.

In an interview with IT, PPTA director of 
global communications Mat Gulick asserted, 
“The increases in awareness and capability 
of testing have resulted in a completely safe 
blood supply,” noting that there has been no 
transmission of disease among those receiving 
injectable plasma treatments for nearly 30 
years. 
 
Plasma and COVID-19
The American Red Cross (ARC) and other 
nonprofit blood centers also take plasma 
donations, but on a strictly unpaid basis. A 
rest period of 28 days is required between 
donations. Plasma from donors is not 
separated and processed into medications, 
but is sent “directly to hospital partners for 
use in emergency situations,” explained Laura 
McGuire, external communications manager 
for Red Cross Illinois Blood Services.

All blood donations, including donations 
for plasma, have decreased significantly due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, as sites which 
normally host blood drives have closed or 
have limited operations. McGuire stressed that 
additional safety practices have been put into 
place at collection sites for volunteers, staff 
and donors. In addition to temperature checks 
and screening questions, beds are distanced 
and appointment times are staggered to lessen 
capacity.  

While ARC does not test for COVID-19, 
all blood donations are screened for the 
antibodies, and donors are informed if 
antibodies are present. Data is anonymous, 
but health organizations receive data on 
the number of positive and negative tests 
for antibodies, which helps give a clearer 
picture of the extent of COVID-19 spread in 
communities.

According to McGuire, the Red Cross 
was approached by the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration to create a system to collect 
convalescent plasma, which is plasma from 
donors who have a confirmed diagnosis for 
COVID-19 and have been free of symptoms 
for 28 days.

“We’re all about helping people,” McGuire 
said. “We turned the concept into a process in 
a very short time. The ARC really stepped up, 
and in a month, we had it set up.”

While no studies have definitively shown 
that convalescent plasma is a cure, there have 
been positive initial signs in hospitals where 
convalescent plasma has been used to treat 
COVID-19 patients. Convalescent plasma 
can be frozen for up to a year, and its use as a 

therapy assists the ongoing studies and search 
for data related to the novel coronavirus.

Academic institutions, for-profit plasma 
centers and national blood organizations 
have now partnered in an international 
effort to encourage those who have survived 
COVID-19 to donate plasma, with Dwayne 
“The Rock” Johnson serving as a spokesman.

Show me the money
The recession of 2008 brought a wave of 
donors to plasma centers, and it is expected 
that the financial repercussions of the 
COVID-19 pandemic will do likewise as the 
U.S. continues to grapple with record levels 
of unemployment. While the World Health 
Organization has long taken a stance against 
compensating plasma donors, some argue 
this concern is outdated. Peter Jaworski, a 
professor of ethics at Georgetown University’s 
McDonough School of Business, makes 
a case that other countries should begin 
compensating plasma donors, particularly as 
the need for convalescent plasma increases 
and the number of donors – both paid and 

unpaid – has dropped off since the pandemic 
began (“Americans get paid to donate 
plasma, everyone else should too,” Reason, 
July 2, 2020). He notes that when the Czech 
Republic legalized compensation for plasma 
donors in 2008, donations increased sevenfold 
over the next three years, with no impact on 
unpaid donations. 

Currently, 5% of the world’s population 
provides more than half of the world's plasma, 
with just five countries – the U.S. and four 
European countries that allow plasma donors 
to receive payment – accounting for 90% of 
the world’s plasma. Jaworski and others believe 
this is not a sustainable model, pointing to 
COVID-19 as an example of a supply chain 
disruption that has reduced the amount of 
plasma available as the need has continued to 
increase. 

Don, a regular donor for two years, is 
a stay-at-home father in Springfield who 
asked that his last name not be used due to 
the stigma associated with plasma donation. 
Don said his main drive was the need for 
extra money until he was able to re-enter the 

workforce.
“It was nice being able to do it more or 

less on my own schedule, and fit it in on a 
morning or afternoon when it worked best 
for my family. I had thought that it was 
something only desperate junkies do, but the 
people there donating were mostly regular 
people,” he said. 

Don suggests donors bring music and 
a book to pass the time, as there is often a 
wait if many donors are already in line upon 
arrival. As far as recommending plasma 
donation, he said, “If you need some extra 
money, and have the time, it’s worth it.”

Melissa Blevins, a former Springfield 
resident who now lives in Florida, previously 
worked in banking and real estate, but 
donated plasma over an 18-month period 
while staying at home with her children. 
While her younger brother had donated 
plasma in college for beer money, Blevins had 
a different aim. She and her husband donated 
together, earning up to $800 per month and 
using the extra income to pay off debts and 
pay for sports programs for their kids that 
they couldn’t otherwise afford. 

Her personal finance blog, 
perfectionhangover.com, features a variety 
of suggestions for women who are seeking 
extra income, either to supplement or replace 
employment outside the home, including a 
documentation of her own plasma donation 
experience. Though she’s now been able to 
replace her plasma donations with monetized 
blogging and YouTube videos, Blevins 
recommends plasma donation. 

“For someone who is digging through the 
couch cushions to find money for their next 
meal, or has massive debt, or just wants to have 
a little extra money to fund their child’s sports 
program needs or to save for a vacation, plasma 
donation is a good way to go,” she said. 

Blevins admits she did feel out of place in 
the plasma center, but says she found out that 
most of the staff donated too.  “They’ll stay 
after their shift, or come in early. I think it’s so 
the people who donate will see that it’s so safe 
and recommended that even the staff do it.”

She did experience feeling tired or weak 
after donation, and Blevins said she found 
she had to get her cardio workout in prior 
to donating. She also still has puncture 
scarring on her arms from the needles, despite 
switching donation arms on every visit. “I 
look like a drug addict,” Blevins said, even 
after two-and-half years of not donating.

“I still recommend it, though. You have 
to overlook the stigma and the negative 
comments. You’re saving lives by donating 
plasma. You’re earning extra money for what’s 
important to you. It’s worth it.” 

Carey Smith is a Springfield mother and 
gardener with a keen interest in the issues  
of poverty.

FEATURE

Blood money
continued from page 11

Melissa Blevins left the corporate world to stay at home with her children and grow her personal finance blog. She and 
her husband both donated plasma regularly to supplement their family’s income. PHOTO BY AMY JOY PHOTOGRAPHY
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Springfield’s first African American
high school graduate 

Gertrude Wright Morgan, 1861-1931, became a civil rights activist
HISTORY | Cinda Ackerman Klickna

Last year North Point Boulevard in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, was renamed 
Morgan Avenue. Readers might not think that 
noteworthy until they learn that the person 
honored with a street name was a Springfield 
native. She was Gertrude Wright Morgan, an 
African American whose life, and the lives of 
others in her family, were remarkable evidence 
that Black lives have mattered throughout 
history. 

Wright was born in Springfield in 1861. 
She was the first African American to enroll 
in a high school in Springfield, the first to 
graduate from high school in Springfield, and 
it is believed the first to graduate from a high 
school in Illinois. 

Wright had attended the “colored” school. 
In 1874, despite objections, Springfield 
integrated classrooms. Only one public high 
school, at Fourth and Madison, served the city.

Wright was an exceptional student. In 
1877, she graduated third in her class of 28, 
considered a large class for the time. The 
Springfield State Journal wrote, “Her percentage 
of excellence exceeds that of all graduates 
of former years. This is the first instance in 
Springfield and believed to be the first in 
Illinois, where a “colored” girl graduated at a 
public high school…and shows a complete 
vindication of the policy” of school integration 
that had been argued against a few years prior. 

At that time graduation ceremonies 
required that each graduate present an essay. 
Wright’s essay, “Unknown Heroes,” argued 
that generals are claimed heroes, but the real 
heroes are ones who through some word, deed 
or friendly act help alleviate pain and suffering. 
The newspaper reported that Wright was “lady-
like and had a self-possessed bearing upon the 
stage and the excellent matter of her essay. She 
won generous encomiums from hundreds who 
would a few years ago have doubted her right 
to appear in such company.” 

Wright grew up in a family that worked 
hard and strove for excellence, as evidenced by 
her father, Thomas Wright, a man born into 
slavery, who worked hard and bought himself 
and his brother out of bondage. He became 
wealthy. In Springfield, he owned land on 13th 
Street, and farms in Rochester and Missouri. 
When he died in 1901, aged 92, the Illinois 
State Register reported that his funeral was “one 

of the largest and most impressive held for 
years… Wright was among the best known and 
highly regarded citizens of Springfield….. He 
was a model man…there never was a greater 
specimen of God’s noblest work, whether 
encased in a dark or white robe, than he was…
he had a high sense of honesty… to his fellow 
man in all shades of color and character. ” 

His daughter, Gertrude, followed his 
guidance and worked hard. She wanted to 
become a teacher in Springfield. Springfield, 
however, denied positions to African 
Americans, a practice that didn’t change until 
1955. Her path took her to St. Louis, where 
she taught at an all-black school and met 
Clement Morgan. 

Morgan had been born to slaves in 1859. 
In 1863, after the emancipation, they moved 
to Washington, D.C., where Morgan attended 
school and trained as a barber. He taught in 
St. Louis and then entered the Boston Latin 
School, graduating with honors. At 27, he 
enrolled in Harvard. He was the first African 
American to earn degrees both from Harvard 

College (1890) and Harvard Law School 
(1893). 

In 1894, Clement was elected to the 
Cambridge Common from a predominantly 
white ward. In 1896 he was elected as the first 
African American alderman in Cambridge, in 
fact in all of New England.

He and Gertrude married in 1897, in the 
home of her brother, Willis, who was living 
on the farm in Rochester, Illinois. The paper 
described the wedding and Gertrude’s gown of 
“satin and mousseline de soie with diamond 
ornaments.” 

The Morgans moved to Cambridge, 
became active in civil rights, and hosted many 
civil rights leaders in their home. In 1905 
they joined with W.E.B. Dubois, Clement’s 
Harvard friend, in the Niagara Movement, 
working to end Jim Crow laws and gaining 
more rights for African Americans. It formed 
as a counter to Booker T. Washington’s 
group, which the Niagara members called too 
conciliatory. A more active, even militant, 
approach was needed, they claimed. 

The untimely deaths of Gertrude’s brother, 
Willis, in 1899 and his wife, Mamie, in 1906 
left their two children orphans. Nadine (13) 
and Brewster “Bruce” (11) were raised by 
the Morgans. Nadine became a teacher at 
Radcliffe College, and Brewster is believed 
to be the first African American to publish a 
diary about his service in WW I.

Clement served as the attorney for the 
Niagara Movement. Gertrude was a leader 
in the group, helping organize women in 
the efforts. After the Springfield Race Riot 
in 1908, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
formed. When the Niagara Movement 
disbanded in 1910, the Morgans became 
active in the NAACP. Clement served as the 
attorney. 

Gertrude started the first African American 
women’s group in Cambridge, served on the 
board of the Harriet Tubman House, and 
was chosen by the Massachusetts governor 
to represent the state at the dedication of 
the Frederick Douglass House Museum in 
Washington, D.C., in 1922. She worked to 
pass the 19th Amendment giving women the 
right to vote.

Clement died in 1929; Gertrude in 
1931. They are buried at the Mount Auburn 
Cemetery in Cambridge.

Just this past month, the cemetery 
issued a statement: “We believe that Black 
Lives Matter… We also know that more 
than words, it is actions that show a true 
commitment… We have made a contribution 
of $5,000 to the NAACP, specifically to 
support its Empowerment Programs, in 
honor of two notable figures… who devoted 
their lives to eliminating racism locally and 
nationally, Clement and Gertrude Morgan.”

Gertrude Wright Morgan lived a life 
of advocacy. Her legacy is remembered in 
Cambridge and needs to be remembered here 
in Springfield. 

The Sangamon County Historical Society 
plans to portray Gertrude at its annual 
cemetery walk in the fall. A special story about 
her relationship with a white girl, Harriet 
Palmer, will be shared. 

Cinda Ackerman Klickna of Rochester found the 
story of Gertrude fascinating. 

HISTORY

Gertrude Wright Morgan is seated in front.
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FOOD

Summertime is for fresh herbs
Introducing parsley, the salt of the herb world
FOOD | Ashley Meyer

Parsley is one of my favorite ingredients. 
The salt of the herb world, parsley’s fresh, 
herbaceous qualities serve to highlight, accent 
and brighten almost all savory dishes. Beyond 
just garnish, herbs like parsley, dill, cilantro 
and mint form the foundation of many 
dishes around the globe, especially in regions 
surrounding the Fertile Crescent. High summer 
is the best time to layer vibrant fresh herbs into 
every nook and cranny of the diet. 

Beyond adding flavor and freshness, herbs 
like parsley are a significant source of vitamins 
A, C, K and folate, and are loaded with good-
for-you antioxidants. Shower shredded basil 
over the top of scrambled eggs, or make a 
vivid green herb pesto to give tired weeknight 
chicken a boost. And don’t throw away 
those parsley and cilantro stems. Chop them 
separately from the leaves to ensure consistency, 
or add them to soups and stocks. To stash away 
some summer in your freezer, process fresh 
herbs with olive oil to make a paste, then freeze 
the paste in ice cube trays. Simply pop out the 
herb cubes and use them as needed on your 
favorite dishes. 

Most herbs are easy to grow and thrive in 
full sun. And a few, like parsley and chives, can 
tolerate some shade. Harvest and Blooms Farm, 
located in Rochester, sells a variety of beautiful 
herbs at the Old Capitol Farmers Market, in 
addition to heirloom vegetables and flowers. 
Once home, wrap fresh herbs in a paper towel 
before placing in a zip-close bag and storing 
them in the crisper section of your refrigerator. 
Basil, it should be noted, does not keep well in 
the cold environment of the fridge, and is best 
when treated like cut flowers, in a glass with 
water. 

Quinoa Tabbouleh 
Parsley is the primary ingredient in Tabbouleh, 
a Levantine salad popular throughout much 
of the world. Traditionally made with soaked 
bulgar wheat, I’ve taken to using quinoa 
instead.

½ cup quinoa 
¼ cup good quality olive oil 
Juice of one lemon 
1 medium cucumber
1 or 2 ripe tomatoes
1 clove garlic 
1 large bunch parsley 
½ cup packed mint leaves 
Salt and pepper 

Boil the quinoa in salted water for 12 minutes 

(red quinoa will need to cook 1-2 minutes 
longer). Strain through a fine-meshed sieve 
and let drain. Toss in a nonreactive mixing 
bowl with 2 tablespoons olive oil and the 
lemon juice and let sit until room temperature. 
While the quinoa cools, prepare the remaining 
ingredients. Peel the cucumber if desired and 
split it lengthwise. If it has large seeds, remove 
them by scooping them out with a spoon. Cut 
the cucumber into large dice, and do the same 
with the tomato and add them to the quinoa. 
Grate or mince the garlic and finely chop the 
entire bunch of parsley, including the stems, 
and the remaining 2 tablespoons olive oil. Add 
to the bowl and toss gently to combine. Season 
to taste with salt and pepper and serve. This 
is best served right way because the tomatoes 
lose quality in the fridge. If planning to make 
ahead, combine all the ingredients except the 
tomatoes and cucumbers, and wait to add those 
just before serving. 

Chimichurri 
This raw Argentinian sauce is traditionally 
served with grilled meats, but it’s also delicious 
on top of grilled vegetables, tofu, fish or mixed 
with mayo and strained yogurt for a quick 
zippy dip. 

1 large bunch parsley 
2-4 cloves garlic, to taste 
Juice of one lemon 
½ teaspoon sherry vinegar (or red wine vinegar) 
1 tablespoon fresh oregano or marjoram (or use 
1 tsp dried) 
A generous pinch of salt 
A pinch of red pepper flakes, optional 

½-2/3 cup olive oil 

Roughly chop the parsley and garlic and add it 
to the bowl of a food processor along with the 
lemon juice, vinegar, oregano or marjoram, salt 
and pepper flakes. With the motor running, 
pour in the olive oil in a thin stream. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper. 

Cream of Parsley Soup 
2 tablespoons butter 
1 onion 
1 clove garlic 
1 large bunch parsley 
1 quart good quality unsalted chicken stock
½ cup heavy cream 
 
Roughly chop the onion, garlic and parsley 
stems. Set the leaves aside. Heat the butter in 
a saucepan over medium heat until foaming, 
then add the chopped onion, garlic and parsley 
stems. Season with a pinch of salt and cook 
until the onions begin to soften, about 2-3 
minutes. Add the chicken stock and bring to a 
boil. Reduce heat and simmer for 10 minutes. 
Add the remaining parsley leaves and simmer 
one minute more, then remove from heat. Add 
the cream and then carefully purée the soup. 
A handheld immersion blender works well. 
Be sure to use great caution with blending hot 
liquids – pressure can build up in the blender 
and cause hot soup to explode all over you. 
Pour the puréed soup through a fine-meshed 
sieve, then return it to the pot and bring it 
back up to serving temperature. Garnish with 
additional chopped parsley and a drizzle of 
cream if desired. 
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I think it’s safe to say that none of us know 
how strong we truly are until we’re faced 
with a dire situation. That was certainly 
the case with Alain Olivier, a Canadian 
with a troubled past who found himself 
in the wrong place at the wrong time to 
tragic results. Ensnared in a fraudulent 
sting operation concocted by the Canadian 
Security Intelligence Service (CSIS), the 
young man ended up serving eight years in a 
Thailand prison, freed only by the tenacious 
investigation of a dedicated reporter who just 
happened to stumble onto his case.

Daniel Roby’s impressive Most Wanted 
recounts Olivier’s experiences and the 
complex circumstances that led to his 
unjust incarceration, a story with so many 
moving parts and odd circumstances you’d 
be tempted to discard it as impossible if 
it weren’t true. It’s a compelling story, not 
simply because of its unique circumstances 
but also because of its cast of characters, 
a collection of morally questionable, 
duplicitous men who put themselves first, no 
matter which side of the law they happen to 
be on.

Daniel Leger (Antoine Olivier Pilon) is a 
young man who’s squandered his fair share of 
opportunities. A recovering drug addict, he’s 
been cut off by his parents and survives by 
working laboring jobs whenever they happen 
to pop up. Emotionally vulnerable, without 
a home and constantly battling his inner 
demons, he gravitates towards get-rich quick 
schemes and questionable characters. He 
crosses paths with Picker (Jim Gaffigan), a 
predator who takes him in, gets him hooked 
on cocaine and convinces the young man 
he’s in debt to him. He manipulates Leger 
into believing that he’s establishing a drug 
network with a pipeline from Thailand to 
Canada and he wants him to be the courier 
to help with this enterprise.  Little does he 

know that Picker is setting him up to be 
arrested by officers from the CSIS who are 
desperate to make a big splash, wanting to 
make an arrest that will garner favorable 
media. They’re led to believe by that Leger is 
the big fish they are looking for.

As this is playing out, we become 
acquainted with Victor Malarek (Josh 
Hartnett), an investigative reporter who 
seems to specialize in alienating everyone 
around him. Hanging by a thread 
professionally, he convinces his editor to 
finance a trip to Thailand where he hopes to 
interview Leger. By doing a little digging, the 
writer figures out his subject is not the major 
player everyone’s been led to believe and 
there are certain parts the CSIS official story 
that simply don’t add up.

As complex as this sounds, Roby does 
a masterful job keeping the three parallel 
storylines clear and easy to follow. This 
is even more impressive considering 
the filmmaker tinkers with the timeline 
throughout, sometimes fast-forwarding to 
events that have yet to occur. Rather than 
alienating the viewer, this approach sucks 
you in, as not only is the story fascinating, 
but the bits Roby supplies hint at what will 
happen, which just increase the curiosity 
factor where these events are concerned.

That none of the characters are 
particularly appealing proves fascinating as 
well. In some ways, Malarek is no better than 
the men he investigates as he manipulates 
and uses others for his own ends with little 
regard to the consequences. Redemption is 
elusive for them all, yet it does occur through 
the most unusual circumstances, making 
it all the more powerful. In the end, Most 
Wanted’s most powerful message is one of 
hope, the notion that a chance to turn your 
life around is available to any who have been 
discarded. 

Gripping Wanted a tale of 
unexpected redemption
FILM | Chuck Koplinski

FILM
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Things just keep getting weirder as they also 
seem to be simultaneously sliding back to 
what once was normal. In the meantime, 
music-making helps to keep the strange 
times in check somewhat by hitting the 
mark for helpful healing and familiar fun as 
we do the best we can do. 

First, let’s remember those frontline 
workers out there battling COVID-19 each 
and every day and also give our hearts out to 
everyone and anyone dealing directly with 
actual cases of the virus. And as our counts 
go up here in central Illinois, let’s continue 
to be vigilant in watching out for each other 
to protect all of us from making matters 
worse. Now onto the music being made for 
the good of all. May you enjoy it with the 
necessary precautions. 

Thanks to our friend, Doug Kamholz, for 
sending me info on the July 19 passing of 
visionary singer-songwriter Emitt Rhodes. 
An incredible artist I was not aware of in 
the least, he was actually born in Decatur 
in 1950 and after relocating to Southern 
California, produced a groundbreaking 
album in 1970 that received national 
recognition. Afterwards, things didn’t pan 
out professionally for the brilliant songwriter 
who received critical accolades and even a 
comparison to Paul McCartney. In 2016, 
musicians who were aware of Rhodes’ 
history and talent helped him make one last 
album after some 40 years of record silence. 
It’s great music from someone few know 
about and with a central Illinois connection, 
it’s even more fascinating for us. In 2016 
Emitt said these beautiful words about 
songwriting, “I’m just gonna write what my 
heart tells me, because that’s the only thing 
that really matters, isn’t it?.” Please look him 
up online for a real musical treat. 

Let’s keep on watch for online events 
happening this weekend including The 
Deep Hollow going nationwide on the 
Levitt AMP Virtual Music Series at 7 p.m. 
on Friday, July 24. It’s all happening at 
levittamp.org/virtual with plenty of archived 
shows, plus more live streams to come. We 
can also take this time to congratulate Micah 
Walk of TDH in successfully funding his 
Kickstarter campaign and look forward to 
the new MW solo album sometime next 
year. 

On Saturday at 8:30 p.m., you can 
experience country superstar Blake Shelton 
with Gwen Stefani and Trace Adkins in a 
concert filmed just to be shown “at drive-in 
theaters across North America,” including 

our very own Route 66 Twin Drive-In near 
Knight’s Action Park. Sponsored by Encore 
Drive In Nights, it’s easy to find the tickets 
online. 

In real time, in-person happenings, 
there’s lots going on all over and mostly 
outside, which is a good place to be for 
listening to live music during a pandemic. 
Ethan Taylor Stephenson, a brilliant and 
profound singer-songwriter originally from 
Petersburg, returns to his home turf for a 
performance at West of Wise Winery from 2 
to 5 on Saturday afternoon. Ethan recently 
received his PhD in English literature from 
SIU-Carbondale, which is fantastic in my 
book, and as he applies at colleges for work, 
we get to hear him play awesome original 
songs and some cool covers. 

Downtown Springfield can rejoice 
in a restaurant not closing, but actually 
celebrating an opening anniversary, as our 
pals at Tacology 101 do it up right for year 
number three. The party on Saturday night 
from 6 to 9 features the musical debut of 
Colin Helton and The Southern Jumbo 
Deluxe, with Colin at the helm, along with 
fellow musicians J.R. Reeves, Blake Martin, 
and Bill Steele making up the SJD. 

Be cool, stay cool and watch yourselves 
while having fun hearing the music.  

Music marks
NOW PLAYING | Tom Irwin

MUSIC

Ethan Taylor Stephenson plays the West of Wise Winery 
near Petersburg this Saturday afternoon from 2 to 5.
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Thursday
July 23
Lefty Preacher and 
The Southpaw Congregation
The Curve Inn, 6-10pm

John Drake
The Stadium Bar and Grill, 6-9pm

Friday
July 24

Jambalaya Jazz 
with Frank Parker
Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 7-10pm

Lady Luck
Crows Mill Pub, 6:30-10:30pm

The Stone Giants
The Curve Inn, 6-10pm

The Tangents
Locals Bar, Pawnee, 6-10pm

After Sunset
Long Bridge Golf Course, 6:30pm

After School Special
Slauterhouse Brewing Co.,  
Auburn, 5pm

Mississippi Leghound
The Stadium Bar and Grill, 7pm

SmoothTimes Band
Third Base Sports Bar, 7pm

The Get Down
Weebles Bar & Grill, 6:30pm

Saturday
July 25

The Tangents
3Sixteen Wine Bar, Chatham, 6-9pm

Jason Bassett & Jon Wernsing
Boar’s Nest, Athens, 6-9pm

Devin Williams
Boones Saloon, 11am

Me, Myself and Schy
Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 7-10pm

Blacktop South
Crows Mill Pub, 6:30-10:30pm

NCR
The Curve Inn, 6-10pm

Take a Break 
With Cowboy Randy
Facebook with Randy Erwin,  
8-9pm

Salmon Creek
Locals Bar, Pawnee, 6-10pm

Taylor June
Main Gate Bar & Grill, 7pm

Ryman’s Way
Pop’s Place, Decatur, 8pm

Jeff Young and the Bad Grandpas
Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill and 
Museum, 8-11pm

BAND SPOTLIGHT | NCR
This lineup has been together for some two years and counting, putting 
out a mighty musical mix of contemporary and classic country, plus 

familiar rock and pop songs to keep surprises going, along with the songs you 
don’t mind hearing again and again. Once known as New City Road, it’s been 
NCR for quite some time with bandmates Jessi Dooley (vocals, guitar), Josh 
Hutchison (vocals, guitar), Chris Harris (vocals, bass), Allan Harris (vocals, 
guitar) and Tim Lynn (drums) giving it their all at every show, as true 
performers can, will and must do. A big part of this band is the special set up 
of four lead vocalists, which also leads to some fine harmonies happening, 
plus opens up the set list to a wide assortment of songs that each singer brings 
to the stage. Officially a Bud Light Party Night band, NCR bridges music 
gaps with expert ease and does it all doing high-energy shows that accentuate 
the fun times music can make happen.

NCR
Saturday, July 25, 

6 p.m. 
Curve Inn

The Lovdahls
Sheedy Shores Winery, Loami,  
4pm

Joel Honey
Slauterhouse Brewing Co., Auburn, 
5-9pm

The Get Down
Springfield Ski and Boat Club, 6pm

Colin Helton and the Southern 
Jumbo Deluxe
Tacology 101, 6-9pm

Ethan Taylor Stephenson
West of Wise Winery, Petersburg, 
2-5pm

Sunday
July 26
Dave Littrell
3Sixteen Wine Bar, Chatham,  
4-7pm

Paul, Nate and Tom
Brookhills Golf Course, 3-6pm

Buckhart Road
It’s All About Wine, 2pm

Carl Long
Locals Bar, Pawnee, 2-5pm

Mike Burnett and the  
After Suns
Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill  
and Museum, 3-6pm

Monday
July 27
Paul Bonn and the Bluesmen
The Alamo, 7pm

Tuesday
July 28
Open mic with 
Sam and Kortney
The Curve Inn, 6:30-9:30pm

Tom’s Turtle Tank Tuesdays
Facebook with Tom Irwin,  
8:30pm

Wednesday
July 29
Rick and Tom
Facebook with Tom Irwin,  
7:30pm

Al Kitchen
Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill  
and Museum, 6-9pm

LiveWire
Sangamo Surf Club, 6-9pm

PHOTO BY STAN THE MAN

LIVE MUSIC
Live music within 40 miles of Springfield.

Dates, times and locations are subject 
to change, so we suggest calling before 
attending an event.
 
Attention bands, bars and musicians: 
submit your shows and photos online at
www.illinoistimes.com or by email
calendar@illinoistimes.com.
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THE CALENDAR

 Books & Authors

All Booked Up virtual book club
Mon., July 27, 6-7pm. Meet 
virtually to discuss Tuesday 
Mooney Talks to Ghosts by Kate 
Racculia. Digital copies are 
available through Hoopla and 
limited print copies can be picked 
up at the library. Registration is 
required to receive access to this 
Zoom event. chathamlib.org. Free. 
217-483-2713.

 Special Music Events

Artist on Adams
Featuring Andrew Heathwaite on 
Thu., July 23 and Colin Helton on 
Tue., July 28. Both shows are at 12 
p.m. Part of Artist on Adams series. 

Hosted by the Springfield Area Arts 
Council. springfieldartsco.org. Cafe 
Moxo Patio, 411 E. Adams St.

Levitt AMP Virtual Music 
Series - The Deep Hollow

Fri., July 24, 7pm. The local band is 
part of a dynamic group of artists 
from across the country featured 
in the Levitt AMP Virtual Music 
Series. Get the link and check out 
the other bands at blog.levitt.org. 
Online.

Thematic Summer Concert
Wednesdays, 6:30pm through Aug. 
26. Enjoy a virtual date night or 
family night with a live-streamed 
Carillon Thematic Summer 
Concert. To watch the concerts, 
visit the Carillon Facebook page. 
Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, 
1740 W. Fayette Ave., 217-546-
3853.

 Art & Architecture

“DECATUR: Memories of Our 
Hometown”
Through July 24. Art, photos, 
artifacts and Decatur memorabilia 
tell the rich and colorful story of the 

city over the past 60 years. Social 
distancing and face coverings are 
required. decaturarts.org. Free. 
Anne Lloyd Gallery of the Madden 
Arts Center, Decatur, 125 N. Water 
St., 217-423-3189.

Images of Lincoln Memorial 
Garden photography contest
Contest categories include living 
creatures, wildflowers, landscapes 
and photos of people celebrating 
life at Lincoln Memorial Gardens. 
Submissions are due by Aug. 28. 
Lincoln Memorial Garden, 2301 E. 
Lake Shore Dr., 217-529-1111.

“Jazz in June”
Continues every Saturday, 12-4 
p.m. through Aug. 29. The exhibit 
includes the work of over 20 
artists including Chicago artist, 
Neil Shapiro. Free. The Pharmacy 
Gallery and Art Space, 623 E. 
Adams St., 801-810-9278.

“True Believer” reception
Sat., Aug. 1, 5-7pm. Featuring 
the comic illustrations of Will 
Norris. Patrons are asked to 
practice social distancing and to 
wear a mask. Free. M.G. Nelson 
Family Gallery, 700 N. Fourth 

Street, 217-523-2631.

 Children’s Corner

Famous Women in Science
Fridays, 11am. Learn about 
amazing female scientists while 
you build your own telescope, 
document the butterfly lifecycle 
and code a robot. A part of 
History Comes Alive. kidzeum.org. 
Kidzeum of Health and Science 
Children’s Museum, 412 E. Adams 
St., 217-971-4435.

Junior Historians Live! That 
Belongs in a Museum
Thu., July 30, 2-3pm. A virtual 
show-and-tell event for kids up 
to age 18, with ALPLM educators, 
historians and librarians. Choose 
a family treasure or artifact, learn 
more about its history from family 
members and then tell its story to 
others. Register and get the Zoom 
link at www2.illinois.gov/alplm. 
Free. 217-558-8844.

Little Lincoln Fireside Tales
Tue., July 28, 10-11am. Education 
staff of the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum 
will lead this interactive story time 
for children up to age 5. Activities 
might include arts and crafts, show 
and tell or hands-on activities. 
Nature is the theme this month. 
Free. Reservations required. Union 
Square Park, 212 N. Sixth St, 217-
558-8844.

 Nature, Science & 
Environment

Daylily sale
Sat., Aug. 1, 12-3pm. Many 
different sizes, colors and forms 
will be available. Members will 
be happy to give growing tips 
and help. Masks are encouraged. 
Washington Park Botanical Garden, 
1740 W. Fayette Ave., 217-546-
4116.

Virtual Star Party
Sat., July 25, 8:30-10:30pm. John 
Martin, UIS associate professor 
of astronomy/physics, will give 
tips for finding Venus, the Big 
Dipper and other bright stars 
and constellations in the evening 
sky and answer astronomy 
questions submitted live via 
Zoom. For the link, visit go.uis.
edu/summerstarparties. 217-206-
8342.

 Lectures & Meetings

Financial damage to the city
Fri., July 24, 8am. The impact 
of the virus pandemic and the 
partial business shutdown as it 
affects city revenue and services, 
particularly the current budget, 
will be discussed. Watch live 

on Comcast cable T.V. channel 
18, on the Facebook page or at 
springfield.il.us. Online, community 
engagement.

Investing in a post-pandemic 
environment
Mon., July 27, 5:30-6:30pm. Joe 
Cella, a regional vice president 
for American Funds, will discuss 
investing in a post-pandemic 
environment. Part of the Rotary 
Club’s New Normal Series. 
Advance registration is required 
by 10 a.m. the day of the event. 
spirotary.org. Free. Online, 
community engagement, 217-502-
9969.

Statehouse Statue Solutions
Thu., July 30, 7-8:30pm. People 
have called for change to who 
is represented via Capitol 
monuments. Join Illinois Times to 
discuss via Zoom. Send questions 
for panelists to moderator, Rachel 
Otwell, at rotwell@illinoistimes.
com. For the meeting link, visit IT’s 
online calendar at IllinoisTimes.
com. Online, community 
engagement, 217-679-7809.

 Bulletin Board

APL’s Online Christmas Costume 
Contest
Through July 31. Dress up your pet 
for Christmas fun. With an entry 
fee of $10, you can submit a photo 
of your pet in its best holiday attire. 
The winner will be announced 
on July 31 and will receive a gift 
basket from Pet Supplies Plus. 
apl-shelter.org. Animal Protective 
League, 1001 Taintor Road, 217-
544-7387.

BLM SPI voter 
registration, census and 

school supply drive
Sat., July 25, 12-4pm. On-site 
voter registration. Information on 
the importance of the 2020 U. S. 
Census and how to complete it 
for your household. School supply 
drive for Dist. 186 students. 
Visit the Black Lives Matter SPI 
Facebook page for donation 
suggestions. Free. Springfield and 
Central Illinois African-American 
History Museum, 1440 Monument 
Ave., 217-391-6323.

Kringle’s Kittens
July 24-25. Come meet over 50 
kittens hand-selected by Kris 
Kringle himself. Kitten adoption 
fees will be reduced to $25. apl-
shelter.org. Animal Protective 
League, 1001 Taintor Road, 217-
544-7387.

Moonlight Market
First Wednesday of every month, 
6-9pm. Local artists, artisans, 
crafters and vendors. Obed and 
Isaac’s, 500 S. Sixth St., 217-670-

0627.

Racial Understanding: A 
Way Forward through 

Dialogue
Mondays, 6:30pm. The Chiara 
Center is hosting a series 
of dialogues to bring willing 
participants into a process that 
they will help to shape through 
small group sharing via Zoom. 
217-523-0901. chiaracenter.org. 
Free. Chiara Center, 4875 Laverna 
Road, 217-523-0901.

Springfield Cruise In Lot Night
Sat., July 25, 7-10pm. A monthly 
car meet. All cars, trucks and 
bikes are welcome. Show up, be 
respectful, clean up your trash, 
keep loud music to a minimum, 
make friends and have fun being 
around other gearheads. Ace 
Hardware, 1600 Wabash Ave., 
217-787-5100.

Understanding and responding 
to dementia-related behavior
Thu., July 23, 12-1pm. Learn to 
decode behavioral messages, 
identify common behavior triggers, 
and learn strategies to help 
intervene with some of the most 
common behavioral challenges of 
Alzheimer’s. Attend by phone or 
online. alz.org. Free. Registration 
required. 1-800-272-3900.

 Food & Drink

Illinois Products Farmers Market
Thursdays, 4pm. The market 
will be following all COVID-19 
guidelines set forth by the 
Illinois Department of Agriculture 
and Illinois Farmer’s Market 
Association. Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, The Shed, 801 
Sangamon Ave., 217-524-9129.

Old Capitol Farmers Market
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
8am-1pm. Shop for fresh local 
produce, baked good and products, 
but please note the new social 
distancing guidelines including 
mandatory masks. Old Capitol 
Farmers Market, Fourth and Adams 
streets, 217-544-1723.

Rochester Farmers Market
Sundays, 12-3pm. Rochester 
Public Library, Rochester, 1 
Community Dr., 217-498-8454.

 Sports & Fitness

Abe’s Olympic Triathlon
Sat., July 25, 7:30am. Participants 
will swim in the lake, then bike 
24.8 miles on rolling prairie roads. 
They will then embark on a 6.2-
mile run. Awards ceremony at 11 
a.m. triharderpromotions.com. 
217-341-1309. Lake Springfield 
Center Park, Long Bay Drive.

BULLETIN BOARD | A contemplative dialogue

Given the events of recent months, many people of good will 
are ready to earnestly engage others in a balanced and diverse 

dialogue where no one feels a sense of othering or feels expected to 
represent their racial group. According to Dan Frachey, program 
director at the Chiara Center, dialogue is an opportunity for people 
to find shared encounters and also bring willing participants into a 
process that they will help shape. Invited speakers include Kathryn 
Harris, Shannon DeWith McCormick and Susan Phillips, pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Springfield.  After the opening 
addresses, participants will break into small groups with facilitators. 
The groups will engage in a contemplative dialogue process that 
others have used when engaging in difficult conversations. The 
process allows one person to share without interruption and places a 
high value on extending the gift of listening. The event will be held 
each Monday through Aug. 10. Space is limited to 100 participants 
and prior registration is required by sending an email to info@
chiaracenter.org or by calling 217-523-0901 ext. 482.

Racial Understanding
A Way Forward 

through Dialogue
Mondays through Aug. 10, 

6:30 p.m.
Chiara Center via Zoom

217-523-0901

THE CALENDAR
Send us your events! Deadline: 5pm Fri. 
Submit online at: www.illinoistimes.com. 
Email: calendar@illinoistimes.com  Dates, 
times and locations are subject to last-minute 
changes, so we suggest calling before 
attending events.

mailto:info@chiaracenter.org
mailto:info@chiaracenter.org
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MARKETPLACE PUBLIC NOTICES
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the estate of:
Edward George Blissett, Deceased
Case No. 2020-P-274
Claim Notice
Notice is given of the death of Edward 
George Blissett. Letters Testamentary 
were issued to Edward F. Blissett, 22 
Long View Dr, Springfield, IL as Executor. 
Claims against the Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Circuit Court at the San-
gamon County Courthouse, 200 South 
9th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62702 or 
with the Executor, or both, on or before, 
January 9, 2021. Any claim not filed on 
or before that date is barred. Copies 
of the claim filed with the clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the Executor 
within 10 days after it has been filed. 
Edward F. Blissett
Executor
Paul Palozzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
July 9, 2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the estate of:
Susanne Hall Ripka, Deceased
Case No. 2020-P-341
Claim Notice
Notice is given of the death of Susanne 
Hall Ripka. Letters of Office were issued 
to Thomas Ripka, 208 Clifton Dr., Spring-
field, IL 62704 and Mark Ripka, 2937 
Chilton Pl, Virginia Beach, VA 23456 as 
Co-Executors. Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the Office of the Circuit 
Court at the Sangamon County Court-
house, 200 South 9th Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62702 or with the Co-Executor, 
or both, on or before, January 23, 2021. 
Any claim not filed on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of the claim filed with 
the clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the Co- Executor within 10 days after it 
has been filed. 
Thomas Ripka and Mark Ripka, Co-
Executors
Paul Palozzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
July 23, 2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF FREEDA A. HURLEY, 
Deceased.
CASE NO. 2020 P 322
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of FREEDA A. 
HURLEY. Letters of Administration were 
issued on June 29, 2020 to FAYE LOUISE 
RECTOR of Athens, Illinois.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
within six months from the date of first 
publication. Any claim not filed within six 
months from the date of first publication 
or claims not filed within three months 
from the date of mailing or delivery of 
Notice to Creditors, whichever is later, 
shall be barred.
Claims may be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at the Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 South Ninth Street, 
Springfield, Illinois, or with the adminis-
trator, or both.
Copies of claims filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the 
administrator and to their attorney within 
ten days after it has been filed.

Law Offices, Donald A. LoBue 
2001 School House Lane 
Springfield, Illinois 62704
(217) 522-0018
lobueda@sbcg lobal.net 
ARDC # 1679996

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Shamika April McDaniel Petitioner
and
Belal Mahmood Suliman Al-Momani, 
Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-308
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Belal Mahmood Suli-
man Al-Momani, Respondent herein, that 
this cause has been commenced against 
you in this court asking for a dissolution 
of marriage and other relief.
Unless you file your response or 
otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Sangamon County, in Springfield, Illinois 
on or before the 
30th day of July, 2020 a judgment of dis-
solution of marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Min Yu Petitioner
and
Patrick Hayes, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-217
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Patrick Hayes, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this 
court asking for a dissolution of marriage 
and other relief.
Unless you file your response or other-
wise file your appearance in this cause 
in the office of the Circuit Clerk of San-
gamon County, in Springfield, Illinois on 
or before the 16th day of August, 2020 a 
judgment of dissolution of marriage and 
other relief may be granted as prayed for 
in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Natalie Lambert Petitioner
and
Troy L. Brown, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-316
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Troy L. Brown, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this 
court asking for a dissolution of marriage 
and other relief.
Unless you file your response or 
otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Sangamon County, in Springfield, Illinois 
on or before the 
16th day of August, 2020 a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage and other relief 
may be granted as prayed for in the 

ADVERTISE HERE
Call 217-753-2226 or email 

classifieds@illinoistimes.com
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Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
EDWARD DONALD MECKES
For change of name to 
TED DONALD MECKES
Case NO.: 2020-MR-372
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
August 28, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from EDWARD DONALD MECKES to TED 
DONALD MECKES
pursuant to the statute in such case 
made and provided.
Dated: July 9, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
TARA LYNN BARTON
For change of name to 
TARA LYNN MASON
Case NO.: 2020-MR-308
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
August 25, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from TARA LYNN BARTON to TARA LYNN 
MASON pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: July 9, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
CECIL MARCUM PRICE
For change of name to 
MARK C. PRICE
Case NO.: 2020-MR-194
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
September 8, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from CECIL MARCUM PRICE to MARK 
C. PRICE
pursuant to the statute in such case 
made and provided.
Dated: July 16, 2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
KYLE JOSEPH CASTLEBERRY
For change of name to 
KYLE JOSEPH ODEM
Case NO.: 2020-MR-512
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
September 8, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from KYLE JOSEPH CASTLEBERRY to 
KYLE JOSEPH ODEM pursuant to the 
statute in such case made and provided.
Dated: July 16, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
MARLUCIA AMARA VILLARREAL
For change of name to 
MARLUCIA AMARA MAGUIRE
Case NO.: 2020-MR-478
PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that on 
August 28, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from MARLUCIA AMARA VILLARREAL to 
MARLUCIA AMARA MAGUIRE pursuant 
to the statute in such case made and 
provided.
Dated: July 23, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SPRINGFIELD, SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
TOWN AND COUNTRY BANK, Plaintiff,
vs.
SHANDIN N. MONGOLD and TOWN AND 
COUNTRY BANK, Defendants.
CASE NO. 20-CH-35
PROPERTY ADDRESS:
919 N. 6TH STREET
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62702
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN YOU, Shandin N. 
Mongold, Defendant, this case has been 
commenced in this Court against you 
and others, asking for foreclosure of the 
Mortgage held by the Plaintiff on the 
property located at 919 N. 6th Street, 
Springfield, IL 62702, more particularly 
described as:
THE SOUTH 42 FEET OF LOT 1 IN BLOCK 
5 IN ROBERT ALLEN’S ADDITION TO 
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, SITUATED IN 
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
EXCEPT ANY INTEREST IN THE COAL, 
OIL, GAS AND OTHER MINERALS UNDER-
LYING THE LAND WHICH HAVE BEEN 
HERETOFORE CONVEYED OR RESERVED 
IN PRIOR CONVEYANCES, AND ALL 
RIGHTS AND EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF SAID COAL, OIL, GAS 
AND OTHER MINERALS, IF ANY.
SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
Permanent Index Number: 14-27.0-
176-030
Commonly known as: 919 N. 6th Street, 
Springfield, IL 62702
UNLESS YOU FILE your answer or other-
wise file your appearance in this cause 
in the Office of the Clerk of this Court at 
the Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 
South 9th Street, Room 405, Springfield, 
IL 62701-1299 on or before August 24, 
2020, A JUDGMENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST YOU 
FOR RELIEF ASKED IN THE COMPLAINT 
FOR FORECLOSURE.
CLERK OF THE COURT
THIS COMMUNICATION IS AN ATTEMPT 
TO COLLECT A DEBT,
AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Meredith Pitts (#6280878)
HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 740
Decatur, IL 62525
Send Notice/Pleadings to:
Veronika J. Miles (#6313161)
Email: Non-CookPleadings@hsbattys.
com
Telephone: (217) 422-1719
Facsimile: (217) 422-1754
8051-908554
20CH35

Grandview Mini Storage and Scotty’ s 
Self Storage announces a private sale 
to enforce self-storage lien in default of  
payment or rent. Call 217-638-6859 for 
appointment.
Scotty’s Self Storage
1-Strickland
223-Strickland
255- Smith
322-Brown
1-Tally
422- Reynolds
610-Jones
406-McCreary
261-Joy
46- Broker
21-Thompson
326-Orsley
108- Kirk
70D-Thompson
8H-Creviston
130-Bishop
83-Richards
113-Sherman
129-Sherman
81E-Lay
81E-Dotson
43E-Binge26C-Cleeton
52-D-Cumberworth
30-Reynolds
29C-Izzand
32C-Izzand

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Sale to enforce Self-Storage lien in 
default of payment of rent will be held at 
10:00 A.M .   Saturday, AUGUST 1, 2020  
at, Safe-T-Storage, 3825 N. Dirksen 
Parkway, Springfield, IL.  Tenants must 
pay in full by this date. Social distancing 
and masks are required. 
Unit  8  John Pile 3535 E Cook Lot 51                       
Springfield IL 62703  
Unit  44  Phyllis Tarvin  500 N Dirksen 
Pkwy Lot 22           Springfield IL 62702 
Unit  71 Jeff VanDenBossche  4401 
Morris St NE Apt 232  Albuquerque NM 
87111
Unit  78 Rebecca Dilly  2125 N. 24th St.                        
Springfield IL 62702
Unit  147  Todd Perkins  9550 Spring 
Green Blvd Ste 408 Katy TX 77494-3759

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION STORAGE UNIT 
AUCTION to enforce Self Storage Lien in 

default of payment of rent will be held 
at 10:AM Saturday August 15th 2020 at 
Northend Storage.
1907 North Grand Ave East, Springfield 
Ill. Tenants must pay in full before this 
date.
This is a PRIVATE AUCTION. YOU 
MUST NOTIFY OUR OFFICE 1 WEEK 
PRIOR TO AUCTION DATE TO ATTEND. 
217/544/4521
#1-28 BONNIE SUTTON
#1-16 JAMES DUFF
#1-33 EVA MORGAN
#H-13 MELISSA LUSTER
#1-21 JAMES McCARTY
#1-39 LORAINE DEGROOT
#1-43 GAILY BATES
#11-5 CHARLOTTE BURNETT
#7-17 JANE RICHARD
#11-26 STEVE REICHERT
#H-2 KRISTINS BLISSET
#H-16 LUIS CARREARS
#1-10 STEVE GROTH
#2-33 DESHAI BROWN
#7-16 CYNTHIA WILSON
#10-18 BETTY GRIFFIN
#H-24 DONALD NELSON
#11-7 BARBARA STROBLE
#10-42 BARBARA STROBLE
#3-22 JOHN DEGROOT
#7-20 EMILY HUGHES
#9-17 ALBERTA JONES
#G-10 PAULA HOLT
#11-17 ROBERT RYAN
#7-7 MARTIN FRUCHTL
#10-6 SHANNON ESTES
#3-10 MIKE/GLORIA DAVIS
#4-10 PANDONG ARMAD
#11-41 SHANNON SONSUCIE
#H-7 MIMI PHANTHOURATH
#9-13 GWEN ALEXANDER
#H-23 JILL McCLURE
#3-7 MELISSA SOUTHWICK
#8-2 TIMOTHY ROSS
#8-3 PRESLEE CAVENAILE
#1-28 BONNIE SUTTON
#3-13 SHANE VIELE
#3-38 KEITH GROVER
#4-41 LAKEYTRA FRYE
#6-25 SARAH YOUNG
#7-12 DAVID LOOPER
#7-33 STEPHANIE MANN
#10-17 ANASTASIA WELLS
#10-19 JESSICA CLOSE
#10-22 MIKE GRIFFITH
#10-38 LANONDA WILMOT
#H-9 EMILY ABBOTT
#I-13 STEVE BOUNDS
#J-28 KIMBERLY DIAZ
#J-30 CATHY WAKE
#2-18 DEVERS VERNON
#3-26 TRENISA MOORE
#4-33 TROY WISE
#5-15 CODY BOYER
#6-34 RICHARD JOHNSON
#3-5 RAYMOND COLLIVER
#1-27 SHONE COOPER
#1-39 LORAINE DEGROOT
#1-43 GAILY BATES
#2-17 KAHA LEE
#9-40 DANYEL/CALVIN PITTS
#11-39 TROY WISE
#H-18 LEVONNA YOUNG
#4-4 MARK SHAFER
#2-21 CONNIE MARGARON
#2-29 MAGGIE WHITTED
#7-30 HOWARD WEST
#B-11 BOBBIE O’BRIEN
#11-9 JEFFERY JONES
#9-33 ELDON LUCY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
Green Dodge, Kia, Subaru, has the intent 
to enforce a mechanic’s lien pursuant to 
Chapter 770 IL50/3 unless payment has 
been received within 30 days of the date 
of this letter. The last recorded owner-
ship was: Courtney Smith, 1 Candlewood 
Dr. Apt 4, Springfield, Sangamon County, 
IL 62704. The last recorded lienholder 

was: Global Lending Services LLC, PO 
Box 311, Williamsville, NY 14231. Vehicle 
information: Vin# 4S4BRCKC2A3340530, 
2010 Subaru Outback, Title # 
19357690680. Amount of repair order: $ 
3830.07 + 650.00 storage fee for a total 
amount of $4480.07. No payments have 
been made at this time. Date of repair 
order: 3/20/20. The intended sale date is 
August 19, 2020 if there is no response 
of payment received.

NOTICE OF ACTION
Sangamon County
BEFORE THE BOARD OF Nursing
IN RE: The license to practice as a 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
Shannon Daniel Jones, L.P.N.
1007 Johnson Lane
Springfield, IL 62702
CASE NO.: 2019-03431
LICENSE NO.: PN 5221718
The Department of Health has filed an 
Administrative Complaint against you, 
a copy of which may be obtained by 
contacting, Ann L. Prescott Assistant 
General Counsel, Prosecution Services 
Unit, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C65, 
Tallahassee Florida 32399-3265, (850) 
558-9886.
If no contact has been made by you 
concerning the above by September 3, 
2020 the matter of the Administrative 
Complaint will be presented at an ensu-
ing meeting of the Board of Nursing in 
an informal proceeding.
In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, persons needing a spe-
cial accommodation to participate in this 
proceeding should contact the individual 
or agency sending this notice not later 
than seven days prior to the proceeding 
at the address given on the notice.  
Telephone: (850) 245-4640, 1-800-955-
8771 (TDD) or 1-800-955-8770 (V), via 
Florida Relay Service.

WESTERN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE is hereby given that a Tentative 
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance for 
fire protection 
purposes of the Western Fire Protection 
District in the County of Sangamon 
and State of Illinois for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 
30, 2021, has been and will be on file 
and conveniently available for public 
inspection at the Law Offices of Brown 
Hay & Stephens 205 South Fifth  Street, 
Springfield, County of Sangamon, and 
State of Illinois, from and after 9:00 a. m. 
on July 14, 2020.
NOTICE is further hereby given that 
a public hearing on said Budget and 
Appropriation
Ordinance will be held at 10:00  a. m., 
August 13, 2020, at the Law Office of 
Brown Hay & Stephens, 205 S. Fifth St. 
Suite 1000, City of Springfield, County 
of Sangamon, State of Illinois, and that 
final action on this Ordinance will be 
taken by the  Trustees of the Western 
Fire Protection District at a meeting to 
be held at the Law Office of Brown Hay 
& Stephens, 205 S Fifth St. Suite 1000, 
City of Springfield, County of Sangamon, 
State of Illinois, at 10:00 a. m., August 
13, 2020.
Board of Trustees of the Western
Fire Protection District
A. B. ‘Pete’ LaBarre, Secretary

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 
In the interest of NOAH KELDERMANS, 
a minor
Case No: 19-JA-115
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NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
NOTICE IS GIVEN FATHER, GILBERT 
SMITH, respondent, and to all whom 
it may concern, that on April 23, 2020 
a petition was filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act by State’s Attorney’s Office 
in this court and that in courtroom of 
Judge Karen Tharp or any judge sitting 
in her stead in Room 7A of Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 South Ninth Street, 
Springfield, Illinois, on AUGUST 5, 2020 
at 10:00 AM hearing will be held upon 
the petition to have the minor declared 
to be a ward of the court and for other 
relief under the Act. THE COURT HAS 
AUTHORITY IN THIS CASE TO TAKE FROM 
YOU THE CUSTODY AND GUARDIAN-
SHIP OF THE MINOR. IF THE PETITION 
REQUESTS THE TERMINATION OF YOUR 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND THE APPOINT-
MENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH POWER TO 
CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU MAY LOSE 
ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD. 
UNLESS YOU appear at the hearing and 
show cause to the contrary, AN ORDER 
OR JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT MAY BE 
ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE RELIEF 
ASKED IN THE PETITION. UNLESS YOU 
APPEAR AT THE HEARING, YOU WILL NOT 
BE ENTITLED TO FURTHER WRITTEN 
NOTICE OF THE PROCEEDINGS IN THIS 
CASE, INCLUDING THE FILING OF AN 
AMENDED PETITION OR MOTION TO 
TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 
In the interest of CHERISH WATSON, a 
minor
Case No: 19-JA-25
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
NOTICE IS GIVEN UNKNOWN FATHERS, 
respondents, and to all whom it may 
concern, that on July 14, 2020 a petition 
was filed under the Juvenile Court Act by 
State’s Attorney’s Office in this court and 
that in courtroom of Judge Karen Tharp 
or any judge sitting in her stead in Room 
7A of Sangamon County Complex, 200 
South Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois, 
on AUGUST 20, 2020 at 9:00 AM hearing 
will be held upon the petition to have the 
minor declared to be a ward of the court 
and for other relief under the Act. THE 
COURT HAS AUTHORITY IN THIS CASE 
TO TAKE FROM YOU THE CUSTODY AND 
GUARDIANSHIP OF THE MINOR. IF THE 
PETITION REQUESTS THE TERMINATION 
OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS AND THE 
APPOINTMENT OF A GUARDIAN WITH 
POWER TO CONSENT TO ADOPTION, YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS TO 
THE CHILD. UNLESS YOU appear at the 
hearing and show cause to the contrary, 
AN ORDER OR JUDGMENT BY DEFAULT 
MAY BE ENTERED AGAINST YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED IN THE PETITION. UNLESS 
YOU APPEAR AT THE HEARING, YOU 
WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO FURTHER 
WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
IN THIS CASE, INCLUDING THE FILING OF 
AN AMENDED PETITION OR MOTION TO 
TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS.
8051-908857

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Jacilyn McGinley, Petitioner
vs.
Beau McGinley, Respondent
Case No: 2018-OP-237
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Beau McGinley, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file 

your Appearance in this cause in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, 
Illinois, on or before August 20, 2020, a 
judgment or decree by default may be 
taken against you for the relief asked in 
the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: July 16, 2020

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Judith Jones, Petitioner
vs.
Keithie Sheppard, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-767
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Keithie Sheppard, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file 
your Appearance in this cause in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, 
Illinois, on or before August 27, 2020, a 
judgment or decree by default may be 
taken against you for the relief asked in 
the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: July 23, 2020

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Kristen Godwin, Petitioner
vs.
Keithie Sheppard, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-768
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Keithie Sheppard, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file 
your Appearance in this cause in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, 
Illinois, on or before August 27, 2020, a 
judgment or decree by default may be 
taken against you for the relief asked in 
the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: July 23, 2020

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Rory M. Stumpf, Petitioner
vs.
Jamel A. Sanders, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-248
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Jamel A. Sanders, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file 
your Appearance in this cause in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, 
Illinois, on or before August 13, 2020, a 
judgment or decree by default may be 
taken against you for the relief asked in 
the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: July 9, 2020

Sounds the same  Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 646 Puzzle answers 
from this week 
will appear here 

next week

Crossword answers from #645

Sudoku answers from #645

JoshJosh answers from #645

JoshJosh  by J. Reynolds - No. 646
Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column, 
and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the 
target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

Difficulty medium

Sudoku  No. 646
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

Difficulty medium
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