
July 16-22, 2020  |   Illinois Times  |   1

23 FILM | Palm Springs19 FOOD | Stuff ed cabbage rolls 20 MUSIC | Brother Jeff erson

FREE July 16-22, 2020 • Vol. 45, No. 52

Restaurants navigate a pandemic
Owners experience loss, recovery and reinvention

BUSINESS | Rachel Otwell



2  |  www.illinoistimes.com  |  July 16-22, 2020



July 16-22, 2020  |   Illinois Times  |   3

OPINION

I’m numb as a statue
I may have to beg, borrow or steal
Some feelings from you
So I can have some feelings too
             --Warren Zevon

Farewell, former Lt. Gov. Pierre Menard and 

Stephen Douglas.

After working in the same building since 1971, 

House Speaker Michael Madigan wants to get rid 

of the Menard statue outside the Capitol with its 

kneeling Native American and also says depictions 

of Douglas, who put slaves in his wife’s name and 

is honored with two statues and a portrait, need to 

go. Since Senate President Don Harmon says it’s a 

good idea, Douglas and Menard are good as gone.

Th e speaker also is calling for any other 

“inappropriate fi xtures” to be removed after a 

review of all paintings, statues and symbols on the 

Capitol grounds by the Offi  ce of the Architect of 

the State Capitol.

Th ese are good steps. Art anywhere should 

inspire, even at the Capitol, where the ambitious 

and arrived bustle, intent on gaining power or 

preserving it, with a few, maybe, looking to get 

rich. Lawmakers and their hangers-on deserve 

better inspiration than what they now see around 

them, and we should demand it.

It was interesting, I thought, that the governor’s 

offi  ce didn’t immediately endorse the speaker’s 

move. After all, JB Pritzker marched with 

Black Lives Matter demonstrators and canceled 

Confederate Railroad’s performance last year at the 

Du Quoin State Fair. To be fair, this is the General 

Assembly’s call, since Madigan and Harmon 

control the Offi  ce of the Architect, where the 

governor has no seat on the board. But Pritzker 

may be smart to stay out of this, at least for now.

In Washington, D.C., a statue depicting a freed 

slave kneeling before Abraham Lincoln has been 

controversial since its 1875 unveiling. In the Illinois 

Capitol, we have a mural of Edward Coles, the 

state’s second governor, freeing his slaves while en 

route from Virginia, with two of the unfortunates 

kneeling at his feet instead of asking, “What took 

you so long?” Also, there is a statue of Richard J. 

Daley, the Chicago mayor who presided while cops 

busted heads at the 1968 Democratic convention, 

just a few months after he ordered police to shoot 

looters during riots after the slaying of Martin 

Luther King Jr. Accusations of rigging the 1960 

presidential election have not been proven.

Perceptions will vary. When I see the statue 

of Everett Dirksen, I don’t think of a Republican 

known for compromise but the hawk who was 

LBJ’s confi dante, calmly saying “OK” and “Yeah” 

while the president told him awful things about a 

senseless war that killed tens of thousands of us and 

even more of them.

Our Capitol boasts two statues of Douglas, 

an equal number of Lincoln and one of Ulysses 

S. Grant, but there are no depictions of Ronald 

Reagan – not my favorite president, but still – who 

grew up here. Madigan, whom I’d love to watch 

dedicating a Gipper statue, has proposed putting a 

portrait of Barack Obama in the House chamber, 

but wouldn’t the Senate, where he served, be more 

appropriate?

Th ere is, in short, much to consider beyond 

simply removing art, and things could get sticky. 

Th e elephant in the Capitol, of course, is white 

and mostly male, which is to say, there are virtually 

no statues or paintings of women or African 

Americans or other minorities. You can’t fi x that 

simply by adding more statues, both for questions 

of space and artistic tastes that have swayed from 

lifelike bronze and marble toward more symbolic 

depictions of events and values. If we could start 

all over again, we would be wise to allow nothing 

but a Lincoln statue (the place does seem a bit 

cluttered), but it’s too late for that -- we have 

paintings of everyone from George Washington to 

Enrico Fermi, who won the Nobel Prize for physics 

and is buried in Chicago. Getting rid of Douglas 

has taken long enough.

Th e solution seems clear. Instead of adding 

a bust of Judy Baar Topinka here and a statue 

of Barack Obama over there, we should install 

a monument to those who aren’t white males 

or privileged, an homage to everyone from Jane 

Addams to Laquan McDonald to those who live 

and struggle even today. Put it outside and make it 

at once somber and inviting, some sort of edifi ce 

or pool or structure or all three put together – I’m 

no artist – that invites both refl ection and children 

in search of some place to play during bus trips to 

the Capitol.

Make it so irresistibly cool that it becomes a 

centerpiece and meeting place. Which is what the 

Capitol is supposed to be in the fi rst place. For 

everyone.  

Contact Bruce Rushton at
brusthon@illinoistimes.com. continued on page 5

Th e recent controversy over discrimina-

tion in the composition of Springfi eld 

city boards and commissions goes well 

beyond the statement by Alderman Joe 

McMenamin, who attempted to justify 

the appointments of west side individuals 

at the exclusion of those living on the east 

side. Th e statement refl ects an attitude 

that has historically prevailed and has been 

the foundation of systemic power and 

control based on race and income division 

within Springfi eld.

Springfi eld’s history of racial division 

is well established. Th e federal court order 

to desegregate the schools and the Voting 

Rights lawsuit in 1986 are landmarks in 

forcing changes of an all-white govern-

ment that had over many years continued 

policies of neglect, segregation and domi-

nation of Springfi eld’s Black citizens.

After the 1908 racial riot by whites on 

the Black population, systematic policies 

excluded Black citizens from virtually 

all aspects of social and economic life in 

Springfi eld. Th e result was segregation 

from the cradle to the grave. At the begin-

ning, for example, Black infant mortality 

was much greater than that of whites 

and when life ended, Blacks could not be 

buried with whites in the public cemetery. 

In between, Blacks were not allowed to 

purchase houses in white, often middle-

class and upper-class, neighborhoods, not 

allowed to swim with whites in the mu-

nicipal swimming pool, not allowed to sit 

with whites in the movie theaters and not 

allowed to work in downtown stores and 

restaurants other than in custodial jobs. 

Th ere are still many Black citizens living 

in Springfi eld who had no Black teachers, 

nor have they seen any Black police or 

fi refi ghters.

Most importantly, this systemic rac-

ism was maintained by a white power 

structure comprised of those who owned 

the property, ran the big businesses and 

through their total control of city govern-

ment promulgated policies that benefi ted 

the white population. 

Prior to 1987, under the commis-

sion form of government, all fi ve of the 

city commissioners lived west of Pasfi eld 

Boards and 
commissions 
matter
Wall of separation infl uenced 

the Voting Rights lawsuit

GUESTWORK  |  Larry Golden

This week brings realization that the pandemic will last longer and the recession will go deeper 
than most of us had hoped or imagined a month ago. It is like having both hands tied while working 
on anti-racism, engaging in a national election campaign and keeping businesses open and people 
employed. Illinois, unaccustomed to being at the top of any best performance list, has recently had 
good COVID numbers, compared to other states. The time calls for taking upticks seriously, and 
remaining patient and calm, while renewing commitment to the long haul.
 –Fletcher Farrar, editor and CEO

Editor’s note

Michael-angelo Madigan
Th e speaker tackles statues
UPON FURTHER REVIEW | Bruce Rushton

Statue of Stephen Douglas. PHOTO BY BRUCE RUSHTON
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Can a new director turn IDES around?
POLITICS | Rich Miller

OPINION

Gov. JB Pritzker has not had a lot of luck 

with the Illinois Department of Employment 

Security since taking offi  ce in 2019.

Pritzker appointed Gustavo Giraldo as his 

IDES director in March of last year. Giraldo 

abruptly walked out of the offi  ce two weeks 

later. Th e Pritzker administration has never 

explained why.

A couple of months later, Pritzker 

appointed Tom Chan to lead the agency. Chan 

was a former state Senate Republican legal 

staff er who had been named acting general 

counsel for IDES by Gov. Bruce Rauner in 

2018. Chan was willing to take the top job last 

year, so, despite being a Republican holdover, 

he got it. By all accounts, he’s a decent guy 

who helped negotiate a crucial unemployment 

insurance revamp this year.

Acting Director Chan faded into obscurity 

until March, when the COVID-19 pandemic 

slammed the world’s economy and hundreds 

of thousands of Illinoisans rushed to apply 

for unemployment benefi ts. Every state’s 

unemployment insurance application system 

was completely overwhelmed. It’s too early 

to say how poorly Illinois fared compared to 

other states, but it didn’t matter a bit to the 

people who suddenly found themselves unable 

to apply for benefi ts that they were legally 

entitled to receive.

Serious problems persist with the IDES 

response. As I’ve already told you, most 

legislators in both parties are up in arms about 

how constituents who’ve been out of work 

for months still haven’t been able to reach 

IDES. Something had to give. Last week, 

IDES announced that it was changing its 

unemployment benefi ts application process. 

Callers are now promised a callback, instead 

of having to spend all day, every day waiting 

on hold.

And then Chan was suddenly replaced 

with Kristin Richards.

Richards was named Senate President John 

Cullerton’s chief of staff  in 2016 after serving 

as Cullerton’s policy and budget director. 

Senate President Don Harmon kept her 

on after he was elected to replace Cullerton 

several months ago, mainly because she’s a 

serious policy wonk and he needed her help 

to transition into his new position. She’s also 

beloved and respected by his caucus members.

Richards is super-smart and knows 

government back and forth. Yeah, she can 

be tough when times demand it, but she is 

also a naturally empathetic person. She is, 

I think, just the sort of person that IDES 

desperately needs right now. She has worked 

on unemployment issues for years and has 

been particularly involved since the pandemic 

began. Illinoisans are hurting and IDES 

staff ers are over-worked and over-wrought. 

Th e state needs a no-nonsense technocrat as 

well as a human touch in that position.

Richards also, of course, knows how to 

handle legislators, which is a hugely important 

skill right now because legislative fury at 

IDES (and, by extension, the governor) is all 

too real. At the very least, her appointment 

immediately gets most Senate Democrats off  

the governor’s back. It’ll take her more time to 

calm everyone else.

Results are the main thing, but having the 

unique skill of eff ectively handling legislative 

egos is crucial for Pritzker’s ability to govern 

going forward. I wrote not long ago that the 

governor needed to fi nd a way to calm the 

uprising, and this is a smart way to do it.

“She can manage the bureaucracy,” said 

Sen. Andy Manar (D-Bunker Hill), who 

hired Richards away from the governor’s offi  ce 

back when he was John Cullerton’s chief of 

staff . “She values customer service. She gets 

very critical of government when it doesn’t 

function well. I would say that was her greatest 

strength as chief — she was always working 

for members in the caucus and that, by 

extension, helped the Senate President. She’s as 

professional as I’ve ever seen.”

Th e appointment also helps smooth 

things over with Senate President Harmon. 

Pritzker was widely seen as a supporter of 

Senate Majority Leader Kim Lightford as a 

replacement for Cullerton. Hiring Richards 

allows Harmon to pick a new chief without 

suff ering any internal pushback from those 

who still aren’t on board.

Th e only downside for the governor is 

you shouldn’t hire somebody you can’t fi re. 

Th is hire is certainly a gamble, but it’s also 

likely his best bet. Th e Pritzker people didn’t 

seem all that outwardly concerned about the 

legislative grumbling before, but they wouldn’t 

have made this move if they didn’t have some 

worries. It’s a course correction worth noting.

All Richards has to do now is right a 

sinking ship amidst the worst jobs crisis 

in anyone’s living memory and save the 

administration from public ire and legislative 

wrath. Piece of cake.  
1240 S. 6th, Springfi eld, IL 62703
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(Left) Roni Betts portraying Martha Hicklin at the 2018 Sangamon County Historical Society Cemetery Walk. (Right) Connie McGee portraying her ancestor, Leanna 
Donnegan Knox, during the 2016 Cemetery Walk. PHOTOS COURTESY SANGAMON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 LETTERS
We welcome letters. Please include 
your full name, address and telephone 
number. We edit all letters. Send them 
to letters@illinoistimes.com.

WALK THIS WAY
Th e Sangamon County 

Historical Society’s annual 

cemetery walk, which was 

revived in 2015, has in the past 

included presentations about 

a number of those interred in 

the “Colored Section,” Block 5 

of Oak Ridge Cemetery (“Th e 

colored section,” July 9). 

Among those the society has 

highlighted have been Phoebe 

Florville, Martha Hicklin and 

Jameson and Elizabeth Jenkins. 

Th ey were expertly portrayed, 

respectively, by Kathryn Harris, 

Veronica Betts and Robert 

and Patricia Davis. In 2017, 

Connie McGee (pictured and 

mentioned in the article) wrote 

the script and presented the 

story of her ancestor, Leanna 

Donnegan Knox, whose son 

was murdered in the 1908 Race 

Riot. 

Th e society strives to 

preserve and promote all 

aspects of the history of 

Sangamon County. Th e 2020 

Cemetery Walk is scheduled for 

Sunday, Oct. 4, and, we hope, 

will proceed as planned. 

Mary Alice Davis 
Chair, Cemetery Walk 
Past president, Sangamon 
County Historical Society 

WHERE YOU LIVE MATTERS
Regarding Mike Lang’s column 

on racial justice (“What 

whites in Springfi eld can do 

for racial justice,” July 2), if 

he truly practiced what he 

preaches, why doesn’t he live 

on the east side of Springfi eld 

instead of Sherman? Th e 2020 

demographics for Sherman 

indicate no blacks and a 

population that is 99.08% 

white.

Arthur John Yoggerst
Leland Grove

OPPORTUNITY FOR CHANGE
Th e University of Illinois 

announced they will 

soon release a new plan 

for “branding.”  I hope 

that plan includes ending 

the stereotyping and 

perpetuation of racism 

towards Native Americans 

inherent in the Illiniwek 

tradition.

Whether one cares to 

acknowledge it or not, 

current and potential 

students, particularly 

students of color and student 

athletes, continue to consider 

the Urbana campus as 

unwelcoming because of this 

manifestation of institutional 

racism.

Recent events, including 

the toppling of monuments 

to racism around the world, 

present a unique opportunity 

for the university to deal 

with this now. Mississippi 

and South Carolina have 

ceased using the Confederate 

fl ag and the University of 

Mississippi has stopped 

playing “Dixie” at its sports 

events. How long will Illinois 

remain behind the times?

Ending the faux Indian 

music at sports events and 

ending the merchandising of 

Native American imagery are 

essential. University support 

of student performances as 

Illiniwek is unconscionable 

and must stop. Eff orts by 

some trustees and others 

to cajole permission from 

Native Americans to restore 

Illiniwek must cease. And 

establishing a new mascot is 

critical to moving forward. 

Th ese changes are long 

overdue.

I sincerely hope 

Chancellor Robert Jones, 

President Timothy Killeen 

and the university trustees 

muster the will, join the 

national momentum in 

awareness, energy and 

action to end racism and act 

decisively to end all forms of 

discrimination that persist on 

the Urbana campus. Failing to 

accomplish this now, at this 

unique moment in history, is 

certain to negatively impact 

the university fulfi lling its 

mission. 

Stephen Kaufman
Urbana

 Vermont poem # 1, 2020

“This hillside cabin of yours has 
dispelled all our desire to see points 
further east. Climbed Camel’s Hump  
yesterday, our introduction to the 
Green Mountains – the beauty is over-
whelming. Ate our picnic on a sunny 
ledge at 3000 feet. Five miles up a Vermont  
mountain is very different from the same 
distance on an Illinois fl atland! I am now 
sharing my spot in the sun on your shoreline 
rocks with about twenty napping caterpillars. 
When they are activated by the wind they 
only roll over into more comfortable positions.”

2020 Jacqueline Jackson

Street, often residing in the far west side of 

the city. None lived in, or even near, the fi ve 

predominantly Black census tracts. In Janu-

ary 1987 the federal court issued a decision 

forcing the city of Springfi eld to implement 

a representative, ward-based government 

that off ered the Black population the op-

portunity to elect representatives of their 

choosing. In a city where there had never 

been a Black city council member, two such 

representatives, Frank McNeil and Allan 

Woodson, were elected.

One reason Alderman McMenamin’s 

comments are so unacceptable is that the 

exclusion of Blacks from boards and com-

missions was part of the evidence presented 

to the court to show that the practices by 

city government were, and evidently still 

are, based on a wall of separation between 

its Black and white citizens. According to a 

report that I presented to the court in 1986: 

“138 of the 150 members (92%) appointed 

to the 20 existing boards and commissions 

lived outside the fi ve predominantly black 

east side census tracts, while 53% of those 

appointments resided in seven predomi-

nantly white census tracts west of State 

Street.” 

Th e report went on to say: “Taking all this 

information together, these appointments 

increase the likelihood that individuals living 

on the east side of the city have less access and 

infl uence on their elected offi  cials and on the 

public policy of the city.” 

Representation on public boards and 

commissions is indicative of the way decision-

making is done within Springfi eld. A close 

look at the larger structure of power and 

decision-making will show that the control 

and distribution of resources that existed 

prior to the Voting Rights decision has not 

been fundamentally altered.

It is some 33 years since the federal court 

in Springfi eld directed the city to end this 

stranglehold of systemic racism and income 

disparity that has been and continues to be 

at the core of this city’s history. Black lives do 

indeed matter. Let’s do more than say it. It is 

time for the city of Springfi eld to show it.  

Larry Golden of Springfi eld is an emeritus 
professor of Political Science and Legal Studies 
at University of Illinois Springfi eld. He was an 
expert witness for the plaintiff s in the case of 
McNeil, et al. v. City of Springfi eld for which 
he authored the Report on Racial Discrimina-
tion in Springfi eld, Illinois.

Boards and 
commission matter
continued from page 3

OPINION
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Pot is going mainstream in Sangamon 
County, where three growing operations 
are under consideration by state and local 
regulators, including one that would have 
an elected offi  cial as an owner.

Jeff  Fulgenzi, a trustee of Lincoln 
Land Community College, is listed as a 
manager of a limited liability corporation 
that wants to convert Th e Gym at 1823 
Camp Lincoln Road into an indoor pot 
farm. Dowson Farms, Inc., one of the 
state’s largest corn growers, is one of three 
managers of Cyclone Labs LLC that this 
week won approval from the Sangamon 
County Board to build an indoor pot farm 
on land between the 3100 and 3500 blocks 
of Cockrell Lane.

Fulgenzi refused to answer questions 
about plans for Th e Gym, which Rt 66 
Rec LLC, of which he is a manager, would 
purchase for $1.25 million if the county 
board grants approval and the state issues 
a license. “Until there’s a license awarded, 
there’s no point in putting me or my family’s 
name or my partners’ names or anyone else 
in the newspaper,” said Fulgenzi, whose wife 
serves on the county board and whose father 
is a Springfi eld alderman. Fulgenzi, a former 
county board member, worked at the county 
planning commission for nearly eight years 
before taking a job at the state Department 
of Employment Security in 2016. He left 
that post earlier this year.

Chris Stone, who is pushing both projects 
as well as a proposed pot farm that would 
be housed in Stone Seed buildings near 
Pleasant Plains on Illinois 97, said that 
Dowson Farms, which returned $5.4 million 
in federal farm subsidies in 2014 to end a 
criminal investigation, will not be a manager 
of the Cockrell Lane project approved this 
week by the county board. “We will be 
changing that,” Stone said.

Stone said that all three of the proposed 
Sangamon County facilities qualify as 
social equity projects, meaning that they 
will get bonus points when the state scores 
applications, with 40 licenses due to be 

awarded statewide in the fi rst round of 
approvals. Th e state has received more than 
475 applications for facilities, and Stone says 
he believes that the fi rst licenses all will go 
to social equity applicants. He is pushing 13 
grow proposals throughout the state that he 
said might eventually become a cooperative. 
For tax purposes, the facilities will be owned 
by one entity and leased by another, Stone 
said, with some people owning portions of 
both entities.

Social equity applicants are entities 
more than half owned by people from 
areas that the state deems to have been 
disproportionately impacted by the war 
on drugs; people who’ve been arrested or 
convicted of marijuana crimes also qualify. 
An applicant with at least 10 workers, 
more than half of whom are from areas 
disproportionately impacted by the war on 
drugs or have been arrested or convicted of 
marijuana off enses, also qualifi es under the 
state’s social equity program. Local areas 
identifi ed by the state as disproportionately 
impacted include east and north side 
neighborhoods and the village of Jerome.

“For all of these applications, they are 
social equity applicants that meet the true 
defi nition and intent of the law,” said Stone, 
a co-owner of Ascend Illinois who’s owned 
pot businesses in the state since medical 
marijuana was legalized in 2013. During 
a meeting last week with nearly two dozen 
neighbors of the proposed Pleasant Plains 
operations, Stone said that the facility would 
hire as many as 36 people, including many 
minorities, and pay an average wage of 
$51,000, with opportunities for employee 
ownership.

Th e state was supposed to award licenses 
on July 1, but says that the pandemic has 
slowed the approval process. Stone during 
last week’s meeting said that he expects the 
state to issue licenses by Sept. 1, a date that 
Krista Lisser, Department of Agriculture 
spokeswoman, said she could not confi rm. 
Th e state, she said, has no solid timeframe 
for issuing licenses to grow pot.

Successful applicants will be allowed to 
grow up to 14,000 square feet of pot under 
current law. Stone told neighbors of the 
Pleasant Plains proposal that he expects the 
state will change the law to allow 24,000 
square feet due to shortages that have 
plagued the pot industry since recreational 
marijuana became legal on Jan. 1.

Neighbors in Pleasant Plains said they’re 
worried about smells and appearances, 
particularly at night when security lighting 
would illuminate the building’s exterior. 
Applications for state licenses that include 
ownership information are exempt from the 
state Freedom of Information Act. Stone 
told neighbors of the Pleasant Plains project 
that prospective owners who have an option 
on the property are two women employed in 
the health care industry. He said they want 
anonymity because marijuana is illegal under 
federal law.

“Th ey could lose their jobs, they could 
lose their bank accounts, they could lose 
their credit cards,” Stone said. Th at wasn’t 
good enough for several in the audience.

“Th ey need to identify themselves and 
be accountable if there’s an issue,” one man 
said. “Common sense says you don’t invest 
in a business that’s illegal. Is that what you’re 
telling me? Th ese women have no common 
sense?”

Days later, Stone confi rmed that 
the owners would be Jackie Conder of 
Springfi eld and Louella Murray of Peoria, 
who are listed as managers of Lincoln 
Labs LLC, the county zoning applicant, 
in Secretary of State records. Cyclone Labs 
LLC, which won zoning approval this week 
for the Cockrell Lane property, includes 
Ben Call, Adam Springer and Richard 
McCormick, in addition to Dowson Farms, 
as its managers. Rt. 66 Rec LLC, which 
wants to convert Th e Gym into a pot farm, 
has Fulgenzi, Gary Alexander, Sonny Day 
and Bret Hahn as managers.  

Contact Bruce Rushton at
brushton@illinoistimes.com.

Cropping up
Pot licenses sought in Sangamon
MARIJUANA | Bruce Rushton

NEWS
MASKS?

This week’s Sangamon County Board 
meeting lasted a tick longer than two 

hours, which is longer than typical. More 
than half of board members stayed away – 
and who, really, could blame them – opting 
to participate remotely and fi gure out the 
fi ner points of mute buttons while they were 
either listening intently or doing the dishes 
or whatever. Nearly 20 people were in the 
chambers, with nearly half not wearing 
masks. Included in the unmasked ones were 
board chairman Andy Van Meter and county 
administrator Brian McFadden, who was in 
the room briefl y at the start and also at the 
end, breathing unfettered on the assembled, 
who had gotten there through courthouse 
doors manned by sheriff’s employees who 
took temperatures. Silly us – we wore a mask. 
After all, there has been an uptick in local 
COVID cases since bars, restaurants and other 
public gathering spots have reopened whilst 
the Capitol remains closed to the public. Gail 
O’Neill, county public health director, told 
board members on Tuesday that social media 
typically provides more information than 
the health department on places where an 
employee or customer has tested positive. As 
Chuck Berry might say, c’est la vie – it goes to 
show that you never can tell.

UIS PLANS CAREFUL 
COMEBACK

Hand sanitizer, face masks and lots 
of cleaning. University of Illinois 

Springfi eld has announced it will reopen 
campus for fall semester. UIS’ “Return to the 
Prairie” plan lays out details including protocol 
for quarantine should staff or students fall ill. A 
“blended course delivery” model was chosen 
that merges in-person and off-campus 
learning. The approach requires the state to 
stay in Phase Four, its current phase and the 
second to last of the state’s reopening plan. 
Sangamon County has seen a recent uptick in 
cases, and Gov. JB Pritzker said on Tuesday, 
July 14, he would not hesitate to “reimpose 
some mitigations” if numbers trend upward. 
The UIS plan requires staff and students wear 
masks when a six-foot distance is impossible. 
Student Health Services is supposed to 
provide free COVID-19 testing. “We want to 
meet students where they want to learn,” 
Interim Chancellor Karen Whitney told NPR 
Illinois. “And we want to meet the faculty on 
what they believe is the best way students 
should learn, and do it with the idea of how 
to be fl exible because we don’t know the 
future.”

CAP
CITY

CAP
CITY
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NEWS

Calls to reallocate police funding have become 
more pronounced in recent weeks. But what 
activists are proposing when they say “defund the 
police” is not always clear.

Planned Parenthood Illinois Action (PPIA) – 
the political advocacy-oriented arm of the state’s 
reproductive health organization – hosted a discus-
sion on July 9 that addressed the idea to defund 
police and create “concrete actions for transforma-
tional change.” Th e online event was the second 
installment of PPIA’s 2020 Election Issues Forum, 
a virtual series tackling state and national issues.

Th e panel included co-founders of Black Lives 
Matter Springfi eld, Sunshine Clemons and Kho-
ran Readus. Th e conversation, which took place 
via Zoom, also included Kelley Foxx of Chicago, 
husband of the fi rst Black female Cook County 
state’s attorney, and a member of PPIA’s board of 
directors. Foxx noted Planned Parenthood at large 
had recently taken the advocacy position to defund 
police and provided context. “Th ere’s a fraught 
relationship between particularly Black people and 
brown people and the police,” he said, making the 
point that the origin of police was the patrol of 
enslaved people. Foxx explained how police have 
long served to enforce unjust laws that called for 
segregation and discrimination. “So it’s no surprise 
that we get to a George Floyd (situation) where 
the rest of America wakes up.” Foxx said budgets, 
considered to be moral documents, have long 
prioritized law enforcement. “It’s been proven 
that devoting more money to policing and hiring 
more police and putting more police in urban, 
Black-dense neighborhoods, that doesn’t work,” 
Foxx said.

During the panel discussion, Black Lives Mat-
ter Springfi eld said there’s a pervasive sentiment 
that the capital city is over-policed, especially in 
certain areas. While Clemons agrees the police are 
needed, “We want to take some of those things off  
of their plate that they shouldn’t have to deal with. 
Th ey shouldn’t be the fi rst line of defense against 
a homeless person, or something like that, so 
there should be alternatives.” Clemons, president 
of Black Lives Matter Springfi eld, said the goal is 
to be proactive in providing resources for those 
who live in areas that have been chronically under 
resourced. “We want to work towards removing 
the police offi  cers from our school systems,” she 
said. Clemons said putting police in schools doesn’t 
always prove eff ective in preventing violence such 

as shootings, but “it does increase the amount of 
Black and brown children who have a criminal 
record.”

Th e national Planned Parenthood Action 
Fund has echoed calls from the Movement 
for Black Lives, an advocacy group that wants 
investments in community safety and wellness, 
including public health. A July 9 blog post states: 
“Planned Parenthood’s fi rst priority is the health 
and safety of patients, and that concern doesn’t 
stop once patients walk out of a health center.” 
Th e post explains how public health and systemic 
discrimination are linked in undeniable ways. 
Foxx said the goal is not entirely doing away with 
police, instead divesting and reallocating funds 
for education and community development. 
“Let’s devote resources to preventing crime rather 
than responding to it.”

Black Lives Matter Springfi eld vice president 
Khoran Readus, who worked for the Sangamon 
County state’s attorney offi  ce for nearly two 
decades, spoke of the school-to-prison pipeline, 
a process which criminalizes the school disciplin-
ary system, pushing students toward prisons. Th e 
American Civil Liberties Union points to data 
from the federal Offi  ce of Civil Rights which 
shows Black students are three times more likely 
to be expelled than white students and represent 
about a third of school arrests. Expelled students 
are more likely to end up incarcerated.

Readus also said police need to do a better 
job at de-escalating situations and everyone who 
works in criminal justice needs better cultural 
sensitivity standards. She also called for a national 
misconduct database for police offi  cers, so bad 
offi  cers don’t get shuffl  ed from one department to 
the next. “Historically, practices have been put in 
place that seem to control and oppress the Black 
community and further enforce white suprema-
cy,” said Readus. Black Lives Matter Springfi eld 
said it has been meeting with local law enforce-
ment to discuss these issues.

PPIA’s 2020 election series kicked off  in June 
with the mission to “lift up a variety of voices and 
opinions, and increase voter engagement.” Th e 
conversation around public health and police was 
the second in the series. For details about future 
conversations, which are open to the public, visit 
ppiaction.org.  

Contact Rachel Otwell at rotwell@illinoistimes.com.

Defund police?
Discussion including BLM Springfi eld suggests 
solutions to systemic racism
CULTURE | Rachel Otwell



July 16-22, 2020  |   Illinois Times  |   9



10  |  www.illinoistimes.com  |  July 16-22, 2020

MUSEUMS

Th is story was produced in partnership with 
the Pulitzer Center. For more stories about 
the eff ect of COVID-19 on museums, please 
visit the Prairie State Museums Project at 
PrairieStateMuseumsProject.org.

Like museums all over the world, the 
Springfi eld and Central Illinois African 
American History Museum (AAHM) closed 
its doors due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Although the museum is now allowed to 
open under the Restore Illinois Phase 4 
guidelines, no opening date has been set. 
Th e museum is volunteer-driven, with only 
one part-time staff  member, who has been 
furloughed.

Nearly all of the museum’s volunteers are 
in high-risk categories for the COVID-19 
virus, and some won’t return to volunteer 
until there is a vaccine. Th e museum can’t 
reopen until there are enough volunteers to 
welcome visitors. Nevertheless, the museum 
is working diligently to stay connected to 
members, friends and the entire community 
by putting new information on their 
website on a regular basis, according to Nell 
Clay, board president. Th e museum is also 
partnering with several organizations to host 
voter registration events at the museum this 
summer and fall. 

Th e AAHM board of directors was moved 
to do something proactive in response to the 
large, diverse crowds protesting for justice 
in response to the killing of George Floyd. 
“In order to make a signifi cant impact in 
our community, our state and our country, 
we need to work together to get everyone in 
Springfi eld who is 18 and older registered 
to vote,” says Clay. Th en people need to go 
vote, she adds. In partnership with local 
chapters of African American sororities and 

fraternities, Black Lives Matter and the 
League of Women Voters, AAHM is hosting 
eight voter registration events at the museum 
between July 18 and Sept. 22. (See schedule 
below or go to https://spiaahm.org/ for more 
details.)

COVID-19 has had a dire impact on 
the museum, and the board of directors is 
looking at various ways to raise money to 
pay their bills and is applying for grants. 
“We are struggling, but we are determined to 
remain open and a vital component of our 
community,” says Clay. Th e voter registration 
events are just one way the museum is 
working to serve the community.

Clay said 2020 was off  to a great start, 
with an annual membership meeting, Black 
History Bowl with all three high schools and 
a full suite of programs and exhibits planned 
for the year. Th en the pandemic hit, and all 
public events and programs came to a halt. 
Th e museum canceled its March program for 
National Women’s History Month, its grand 
opening for a new exhibit featuring Central 
Illinois African Americans who were fi rst 
in their fi eld, summer programs for youth 
and the fall annual fundraising gala. Th e 
fall gala typically generates around $25,000, 
providing the crucial operating support for 
the museum. Exhibits are made possible 
through grants and other fundraising. Th e 
museum raised enough money to bring a 
National Negro Leagues Baseball exhibit 
to Springfi eld from the Kansas City Negro 
Leagues Baseball Museum. Originally 
scheduled to open in Springfi eld in April, this 
exhibit has been deferred to 2021. 

“Th e museum’s mission is telling our 
truths clearly, unapologetically, honestly, 
and in a way that children to seniors will 
be inspired and hopeful,” says Clay. Since 

March 2016 the museum has been located on 
Monument Avenue at the entrance to Oak 
Ridge Cemetery, in a building it rents from 
the city of Springfi eld. Th e museum’s origin 
goes back to 2006, when the Springfi eld 
Illinois African American History Foundation 
was incorporated, with the mission of 
recording the history and contributions 
of African Americans to the Springfi eld 
community through oral histories. After 
the success of the oral history project, the 
foundation established the Springfi eld and 
Central Illinois African American History 
Museum on Washington Street across from 
the Old State Capitol, opening in February 
2012. In May 2014 the museum moved 
temporarily to the historic Strawbridge-
Shepherd House on the University of Illinois 
Springfi eld campus before relocating to its 
current location. 

Th rough exhibits, programs, summer camps 
and partnerships with other organizations, the 
museum has helped tell important stories – of 
inspiring African Americans who have impacted 
central Illinois and beyond, as well as sad 
chapters in our history, such as the Springfi eld 
Race Riot of 1908 and Middle Passage slave 
ships. Other exhibits have been about the fi rst 
African American president, Barack Obama, 
early African American pioneers of Springfi eld, 
Illinois African American families and African 
women on U.S. postage stamps. Th e museum 
is working on applying for a grant for digital 
exhibits. An exhibit on Springfi eld’s fi ve oldest 
African American churches will be the feature 
exhibit when the museum reopens.

Clay is proud of what this small, volunteer 
organization has accomplished in recent years. 
COVID-19 is impacting every facet of the 
museum – from fi nances to volunteers to 
programs and exhibits and the ability to open its 

doors. “I think we are more vital and important 
than ever,” says Clay. “We pull from the past, 
but we are crucial for the present and essential 
to the future.” For more information about the 
museum, volunteering, donating or becoming a 
member, contact 217-391-6323, siaahf@yahoo.
com or go to www.spiaahm.org. 

Karen Ackerman Witter is a former associate 
director of the Illinois State Museum who started 
freelance writing after retiring from the state of 
Illinois. Th is is her second in a series of stories 
about the impact of COVID-19 on museums, 
funded by the Pulitzer Center as part of the 
Prairie State Museums Project. 

Determined to tell the story
Springfi eld and Central Illinois African American History Museum weathers the COVID storm
MUSEUMS | Karen Ackerman Witter

Voter registration at the museum
Registration events take place at Springfi eld and Central Illinois African American History Museum
1440 Monument Drive, Springfi eld. Organizations partnering with the museum to host the registrations 
are listed with each date.

July 18, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. | Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Kappa Sigma Zeta Chapter 
July 21, 3 p.m.-7 p.m. | Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. Epsilon Sigma Sigma Alumnae Chapter 
July 23, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. | Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc Springfi eld-Decatur Area Alumnae Chapter
July 25, Noon-4 p.m. | Black Lives Matter

Aug. 8, Noon-4 p.m. | League of Women Voters
Aug. 15, 1 p.m.-3 p.m. | Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Nu Omicron Omega Chapter
Sept. 12, Noon-3 p.m. | Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity 
Sept. 22, 5 p.m.-8 p.m. | Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Mu Delta Lambda Chapter

Masks or face coverings will be required, social distancing will be practiced, temperatures will be taken 
and hand sanitizing will be available. For more information, go to https://spiaahm.org/ or the museum’s 
social media platforms.

A major touring exhibit on Negro Leagues Baseball, 
scheduled to come to the African American History Mu-
seum this spring, has been rescheduled for April 2021.
PHOTO COURTESY NEGRO LEAGUES BASEBALL MUSEUM, 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI
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T
he line outside Th e Feed Store on its 

last day stretched around the block. Th e 

Springfi eld mainstay has been around 

for 43 years. Its green sign faces the Old State 

Capitol plaza. It was a perfect place to pick up 

a sandwich, salad or some soup while down-

town and eat outside or in the restaurant’s fl oral 

wallpapered interior.

Th e space was unique yet homey. You’d walk 

in, give your order – likely for standbys like 

a chicken salad sandwich and the mushroom 

bisque – and go fi nd a place to sit. Someone 

would call your number, drop off  a tray, and 

you’d later present your receipt to the cashier. 

It was no-fuss quality food and service with a 

friendly, casual ambiance.

But, no more. Feed Store is one of a 

number of businesses to close or shift gears in 

Springfi eld, as, at least partially, a result of the 

pandemic. For some, the moves come as the re-

sult of a generational shift, people ready to retire 

who got a preemptive taste of freedom during 

the forced closures. Others have recovered, 

sometimes with fewer staff , and have reinvented 

themselves. As the pandemic and community 

spread of the coronavirus continues, experts 

say it’s hard to predict just what the total loss 

of businesses by closing could be. Others say 

there’s a bright side – now is the perfect time for 

dreaming big.

Ross Richardson and wife, Ann Laurence, 

had worked together on the campaign for Gov. 

Dan Walker before opening Th e Feed Store in 

the 70s. “We had almost no restaurant experi-

ence between us,” said Richardson. When he 

fi rst went to a bank for a loan, he proposed a 

place with gourmet cuisine. But the banker 

urged him to give sandwiches a try. After all, at 

that time there were plenty of state workers – 

guaranteed foot traffi  c over the lunch hour.

Th e recipes, made with wholesome, top-

notch ingredients, came from a variety of places. 

“Th e beef barley soup recipe came off  the label 

of a bag of barley that we bought.” Th e famous 

chicken salad recipe? “Straight out of Betty 

Crocker.” Th e cheese soup though – “undoubt-

edly the most popular of the soups” – that was a 

Richardson recipe.

Th e food was comforting. As restaurants 

came and went in downtown, Th e Feed Store 

was steadfast. And its appeal was apparent 

from the large crowds that showed up once the 

closure was announced. Th e restaurant couldn’t 

take any more orders on its last day, instead 

fulfi lling back-up orders from the day before. 

But in the previous days, before the decision 

to close was announced, business was slow. 

Richardson opted not to apply for the federal 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), a loan 

designed to urge business owners to keep their 

workers on the payroll. “I thought about it, I 

thought about it as recently as a couple weeks 

ago,” he said, on the offi  cial last day of Th e Feed 

Store’s operation. “I didn’t really want to take 

out a loan if I didn’t know what I was going to 

be responsible for.”

Richardson has seen plenty of changes to 

FEATURE

Restaurants navigate a pandemic
Owners experience loss, recovery and reinvention

BUSINESS | Rachel Otwell
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downtown over the decades. He said there has 

been a “slow steady decline” in business, start-

ing 15 to 20 years ago. January and February are 

generally “the worst possible months” for business, 

and combined with the pandemic and being of 

retirement age, it was time to close.

So now – though the family still owns the 

building and their son and the former manager, 

Dan Richardson, had been considering taking over 

the operation – the longtime restaurant closed for 

good. Dan had told the State Journal-Register that 

the pandemic had “thrown a wrench” in his plans.

With plenty of fond memories – like when 

President Barack Obama visited in 2016 (He 

ordered the beef barley soup and a turkey and 

cheddar on wheat.) – and success, they served 

Springfi eld well, and it served them well too. Until 

it didn’t anymore. Partially because of a crisis no 

one had anticipated.

It’s a boat Th e Feed Store shares with others 

downtown. Th e owner of Robbie’s Restaurant, 

which had been in business for four decades 

and was a few doors down from Th e Feed Store, 

announced in June it would not reopen. Del’s Pop-

corn Shop won’t reopen its downtown location. 

And Augie’s Front Burner is closed now too.

Reinvention
Not too far from the Old State Capitol Plaza, over 

on Broadway, is Arlington’s. It’s in a 1917 building 

that has housed a variety of businesses includ-

ing a meatpacking plant, fur factory and music 

venue. In 2014, Ebben Moore opened it as its 

current iteration. Having grown up in Springfi eld 

and worked in the bar and restaurant industry in 

Chicago and other large cities, he moved back to 

create his own vision. After the years of experience, 

including managing, he committed to a life of 

grind and grueling hours. “I haven’t had a vacation 

for 12 years.”

Th e fi rst break in a long while was forced by 

the pandemic. And while he’s making changes 

partially as a result, he said he’s no COVID-19 

casualty. “I put everything back into Arlington’s. 

So you know, when the pandemic hits, it hits 

and it hurts but it’s not devastating.” Th e break 

has allowed time for Moore, in his early 40s, to 

re-envision.

Part of the appeal of Arlington’s, which had 

begun as a restaurant, is an upstairs that boasts 

a bar and venue space. It has become a popular 

venue for events, from the usual suspects like par-

ties and weddings, to art shows and even psychic 

readings thrown in for good measure. Moore 

decided it was time to focus on that side of the 

business. 

For planned events such as birthday parties or 

wedding receptions, “If it rains, they show up. If 

it snows, they show up. Whereas a restaurant is 

very much not that,” said Moore. Th e reliability 

is appealing. Unfortunately, the change meant 

Moore had to let some employees go. As a restau-

rant, he had always run a tight ship and worked 

long shifts himself. During a period of doing 

carryout in recent months, he had an epiphany. “I 

just sat down, crunched the numbers and said, hey, 

this is the smart thing for my life.”

Moore will still be able to do what he loves in 

creating interesting fl avors with fresh ingredients. 

He has focused on a casual but inspired menu 

with amped-up fl avors and a dash of vegetarian 

off erings. “I think we had 32 sauces at one point.” 

Th ose fl avors will still be available for those who 

get catering at events, as well as pizzas he’ll sell at 

the bar, with fl avors including black bean meatballs 

and pesto alfredo.

Along with those pizzas, another new addition: 

arcade games. Moore’s sister owned Th e Neigh-

bors, a “beercade” with old-school arcade and 

pinball games that used to be on South Sixth Street 

before the building got torn down for a railroad 

project. So the games are out of storage and seeing 

a new life downtown. While the upper fl oor of 

Arlington’s is event space, on the main fl oor there 

are now 14 games and a dart board. Moore said he 

has hired someone just to go behind players and 

sanitize.

He has plans to go shopping for a trolley car, 

which would add some vintage charm to the city 

and be rentable for those who want to bar hop and 

see city sites. For now, the beercade is in full eff ect, 

open Wednesday through Saturday evenings. 

While Moore has seen losses – revenue, employ-

ees, a restaurant – he hopes he can be a mainstay 

much like the three restaurants in his vicinity that 

recently shuttered had been. “I’m taking what was 

good, but was too time-consuming, and going 

for things that are better and a little more wacky, 

which is more my style anyway,” he said. “We’re 

not in any danger of closing. It’s just the right time 

to pivot.”

Rebuilding
While some are closing and others are adapting, 

some are dreaming up new plans for the future.

Adams Street in downtown Springfi eld has 

become the hip place to be. With Cafe Moxo, J.P. 

Kelly’s Pub and Buzz Bomb Brewing Company, 

investors are now promising a new food hall 

slated for next summer at 322 Adams St. Th e new 

owners will be applying for TIF funding to the 

tune of six fi gures, according to David Lee who is 

a managing partner for Adams Fourth Holdings, 

LLC. Th e 30-year-old said the venture’s intent is 

to create a space that will feature a variety of dif-

ferent food and booze off erings. It will be a public 

space that can also be rented for private events. 

Th e owners – of which there are several, according 

to a Facebook post, including Eric Broughton of 

Springfi eld Daily and Th e Incubator – are touting 

a rooftop bar. Both the bar and food hall concept 

would be new for Springfi eld. Th e goal is a “cool 

atmosphere and a nice food experience where 

people can have some unique concepts that they 

can come in and try out,” said Lee. He didn't pro-

vide specifi cs but said the idea is to make off erings 

from multiple entities available.

Another new development this year was 217 

Black Restaurant Weekend (disclosure: Illinois 
Times was a sponsor). Dominic Watson heads the 

Springfi eld Black Chamber of Commerce, the 

primary sponsor of the event. “Not only did the 

restaurants see exponential growth during that 

weekend, but over the course of that entire week, 

they were seeing a huge amount of foot traffi  c,” he 

said. Watson hopes the new visibility for restau-

(Top) David Lee recently gave a tour of the Public Market 
building, which needs major renovations. (Bottom) Arling-
ton’s owner, Ebben Moore, said he is an arcade geek and 
incorporating the games into his business was a natural 
fi t.  PHOTOS BY BRANDON TURLEY

Investors say the Public Market food hall and bar 
is due to begin operating at 322 Adams St. next 
summer.  PHOTO BY BRANDON TURLEY
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rants will mean a lasting increase in customers.
Watson said civil uprising against systemic 

racism and police brutality has led to a “newfound 
sense of urgency to support the black commu-
nity” and an “environment where more residents 
are open to learning about Black-owned busi-
nesses and how to support them.” Th e weekend 
coincided with Juneteenth, a commemoration of 
the freeing of enslaved people.

Watson said he knew a few 
Black-owned 
businesses that 
had been on 
the brink of 

closing during the pandemic, but is unaware of 
any having made that call. He said he’s working 
on a Black business relief fund that could help 
provide donations to those struggling. Adapting 
and making changes has long been the name of 
the game, said Watson. “Th at’s just the everyday 
challenge of being a business owner. You have to 
constantly reinvent yourself and reinvent your 
business and off er new services and innovative 
ways to serve your customers.”

Kevin Lust directs the Illinois Small Business 
Development Center at Lincoln Land Commu-
nity College. Th e offi  ce provides free guidance to 
small businesses on behalf of the Small Business 

Association and other partners. Lust said in 
recent months he’s been inundated with 
requests. “Between April and May I worked 
individually with as many diff erent clients as 

I would have in a typical 
year.” Th roughout the 
uncertainty, he helped 
businesses apply for 

FEATURE

Jordan Coffey ran American Harvest Eatery 
which Augie Mrozowski was a partner in. This 
photo was taken as Mrozowski butchered his 
last cow for Augie's Front Burner.
PHOTO COURTESY AUGIE MROZOWSKI

(Top) Part of the new beercade at Arlington’s. 
(Bottom) The upper fl oor of Arlington’s serves
as event space, with its own bar.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON TURLEY
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PPP funds and fi nd other ways to adapt. As 
more are able to reopen, “Th e question is, 
to what extent will their customers return or 
continue to buy from them?” Lust said.

Having to reckon with those big-picture 
questions has come with a silver lining. 
“Somebody said that the pandemic has caused 
the next 10 years’ worth of innovation to 
occur in 10 weeks, and I don’t think that’s 
far off .” It’s also caused some business owners 
who had retirements in the near future to 
“move up plans,” he said.

Over at University of Illinois Springfi eld, 
professor Kenneth Kriz studies consumer 
behavior and economic trends. On July 7, 
he wrote, “Th ere are already signs that the 
recession may be over.” Th e pain will linger, 
especially in the labor market, he wrote in a 
blog post: “But there is a palpable sense that 
the situation may be resolving itself.” Still, “If 
virus cases continue to surge as they have in 
many states, a new round of lockdowns and 
layoff s may proceed a new round of economic 
pain.”

Kriz told Illinois Times that restaurant 
spending has suff ered. With a major loss in 
discretionary spending overall, he said he’s 
concerned with the loss in sales tax revenues, 
which could mean a major hit to government 
coff ers. He points to data from Opportunity 
Insights, run by researchers at Harvard. Th eir 
analysis shows that as of June 30, 2020, total 
small business revenue decreased by 20.7% 
compared to revenue in January. In late 
March, revenue had decreased 48.9%.

Kriz said much remains to be seen about 
the lasting impacts of a rapid and deep 
recession and its recovery. What’s clear is the 
economy and public health are inextricable. 
“If we want to resolve the economic situation, 
it’s not going to be resolved until we resolve 
the public health questions, it just isn’t. 
Because this is a recession unlike any we’ve 
ever seen.”

Lisa Clemmons Stott, the head of Down-
town Springfi eld, Inc., has long called for 
changes that would make downtown more 

pedestrian friendly and attractive to residents 
and businesses. Th e pandemic has proven to 
be an opportunity to implement some of those 
changes, such as more outdoor dining space and 
partial street closures for pedestrian traffi  c during 
the weekends. “We’ve talked for years about what 
might attract corporations or residents to Spring-
fi eld. Would it be crazy to think that we could 
position ourselves as pandemic-proof? Th e perfect 
mix of country and city: not too urban, and not 
too rural,” she wrote for Illinois Times in May.

Recovery
In June, Business Insider agreed that Spring-
fi eld is uniquely situated to appeal to resi-
dents after the pandemic. In a post that stated 
polls show more people are now inclined to 
move to less densely populated areas, Spring-
fi eld was ranked number one out of 30 cities 
chosen as ideal locations.

Jordan and Aurora Coff ey are young chefs 
who have chosen to call Springfi eld home 
for the long run. Th e two returned years ago, 
after a stint in Chicago, to run American 
Harvest Eatery. Luminary will be their new 
restaurant, on the west side of town. Jordan 
is a protegé of Augie Mrozowski, the chef 
behind Augie’s Front Burner, which recently 
closed as Mrozowski chose to retire after 
running his restaurant across from the Old 
State Capitol for more than two decades. He 
and his wife had been partners in American 
Harvest.

Th e Coff eys plan to test recipes out of 
Mrozowski’s building downtown starting 
in August, while their new space is under 
development. Th eir new restaurant will off er 
lunches that are casual and quick, as well 
as dinner. Jordan said he’s also hoping to 
provide deli selections including charcuterie 
off erings, meats and veggies prepared and 
pickled in-house.

Th e two had operated American Harvest 
off  of Iles Avenue before deciding to leave 
the location mid-pandemic, in part due to 
the cost of rent. Aurora said Luminary is 
going to be “a lot more approachable from 
the get-go,” with a casual atmosphere off ering 
modern American cuisine that is built around 
seasonal, local produce.

Th ey never could have anticipated the 
twists and turns of 2020. But plans are coming 
together more quickly than they would have 
sans pandemic. “We’ve put the responsibility 
on ourselves to be people that other restaurants 
and people in our community can look up to 
and have high expectations from to give a great 
meal, a great service – things well thought 
out,” said Aurora. And, if anything, the pan-
demic has given us all more time to think.  

Contact Rachel Otwell at
rotwell@illinoistimes.com.

There were long lines for The Feed Store during 
its fi nal days. PHOTO BY JOE COPLEY
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FOOD

Foods wrapped and cooked in leaves appear in 

culinary cultures all over the world. In Mexico, 

tamales are wrapped and steamed in corn 

husks or banana leaves. In Th ailand there is a 

dish known as aeb consisting of fi sh wrapped 

and cooked in banana leaf packets. Zongzi is 

a Mandarin Chinese dish made with sticky 

rice combined with pork and mushrooms 

and formed into little pyramids wrapped in 

bamboo leaves. In these dishes, the leaves serve 

as a protective cooking wrapper and are then 

discarded. Th e wrappers help to retain the 

juices and steam the contents, similar to the 

way the French use parchment en papillote or 

the Japanese use foil in hoil-yaki. Th e aromatic 

leaf wrappers also impart subtle fl avors to the 

dish.

Many cultures also wrap foods in leaves 

intended to be eaten with the fi lling. Th e 

Greeks have dolmades, fermented grape leaves 

stuff ed with an herb and rice mixture. Th e 

Vietnamese make a dish called Bo La Lot, 

seasoned ground beef wrapped in betel leaves. 

In Eastern Europe, you’ll fi nd Golabki and 

Sarmale, ground meat and rice wrapped in 

cabbage leaves.

Several years ago I attended Blackpot 

Camp in southwest Louisiana. Blackpot Camp 

is a three-day event held every October at a 

Cajun campground and dance hall in Eunice 

made famous by Anthony Bourdain in his 

travel show “No Reservations.” Dedicated to 

the preservation of traditional Cajun culture, 

Blackpot Camp consists of music workshops, 

Cajun and Zydeco dance instruction, and 

Cajun cooking classes. Cajun cuisine is a style 

of cooking arising from the French-speaking 

Acadians who settled into southwest Louisiana 

after being forced out of Canada in 1755 

by the British. Cajun cuisine incorporates 

West African, French and Spanish cooking 

techniques. It was there I met a Cajun cook 

named Bruneaux (pronounced Bruno) who 

taught me his version of Cajun stuff ed cabbage 

rolls. It reminded me of jambalaya in a cabbage 

wrapper. Th ough Bruneaux prepared these in 

a cast-iron Dutch oven over an open fi re, I’ve 

adapted his recipe for a home kitchen.

Cajun Stuff ed Cabbage Rolls
Th ese can be made ahead, refrigerated or 

frozen, then reheated.

Serves 6-8

Ingredients:

1 large head of cabbage (about 3 lbs.)

2 T olive oil

1 large onion, chopped

1½ cups celery, chopped

1 medium bell pepper, diced

3 garlic cloves, minced

1 lb. Andouille or Italian sausage, casings 

removed 

1 ½ T. fresh rosemary, chopped

2 t. Kosher salt

½ t. freshly ground pepper

2 cups slightly undercooked long-grain rice

1 T paprika

½ t cayenne

For the sauce:

2 8 oz. cans Rotel tomatoes

2 cups of the reserved cabbage cooking liquid

2 dashes of Worchestershire Sauce

Preparation:

Bring a large kettle of salted water to a boil.

Carefully cut out the center core from the 

cabbage with a paring knife.

Carefully lower the head of cabbage, core 

side down, into the boiling water. Cover and 

cook about 3 minutes, or until outer leaves are 

bright green and pliable. Remove the cabbage 

from the kettle but keep the water boiling. 

Place the cabbage on a baking sheet to catch 

the water that will drain. Carefully remove 

the individual leaves. Pat dry, set aside, and 

save any imperfect leaves. As you approach the 

center, the inner leaves will be undercooked. 

Return the head of cabbage to the pot of 

boiling water to soften the remaining leaves. 

Remove from the pot, but reserve the cooking 

liquid.

Cut a bit of the heavy rib or vein at the base 

of each leaf to make it easier to roll.

For the fi lling: 

Heat the olive oil in a large sauté pan over 

medium heat and add the onions, celery and 

diced bell pepper and sauté until the onion is 

translucent. Th en add the garlic and continue 

to cook for a few minutes, being careful not to 

burn the garlic. 

Add the sausage, break up with a spoon, 

and brown until no pink remains. Add the 

rosemary, salt and pepper. Stir to combine. 

Remove from heat and allow to cool.

Mix the cooked rice, paprika and cayenne 

into the sausage and vegetable mixture.

Prepare the sauce: 

Combine the Rotel tomatoes with 2 cups of 

the reserved cabbage cooking liquid and a 

couple of dashes of Worchestershire sauce.

Lay the cabbage leaves, rib side down, on a 

fl at work surface. Spoon about ⅓ cup of fi lling 

into the center of each leaf. Fold the top of the 

cabbage leaf over and begin to roll downwards 

to form a cylinder. About halfway down, fold 

the sides inward and continue to roll. 

Line the bottom of a roasting pan or 

casserole dish with a single layer of the 

reserved, imperfect cabbage leaves. Arrange the 

cabbage rolls in the roasting pan, seam-side 

down.

Pour the tomato sauce over the cabbage 

rolls. Add more cabbage cooking liquid as 

needed to cover the sides of the cabbage rolls.

Cover the pan with foil and bake at 350 

degrees F for about 1 hour.

Th is recipe can be modifi ed for use as an 

appetizer by using smaller leaves and less of the 

fi lling.

Bertha Bus is spending the summer parked 
behind Zingerman’s Roadhouse in Ann Arbor 
while Peter works on the farm tending the 
vegetable crops. 

Cajun cabbage rolls ready to sauce.  PHOTO BY ANN SHAFFER GLATZ

Now that’s a wrap
Cajun stuff ed cabbage rolls
FOOD | Peter Glatz
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Welcome to our present state of confusion, 

where things “feel upside down and not in 

proper order,” according to the defi nition of 

“topsy-turvy.” My mom used the odd phrase 

to describe our situation back during the 

initial days of the shelter-in-place order, and 

the expression seems even more pertinent 

now in these nonsensical times we’re 

currently experiencing. Let’s see what we can 

make of it all during this third weekend of 

July 2020. 

First, we always give our best to those 

working on the front lines with the 

COVID-19 problem and our sympathies 

to anyone directly aff ected – at whatever 

level – by the virus. Please be considerate and 

follow guidelines as set by medical experts 

that do know what they’re talking about and 

please don’t be like the guy I met at a gig last 

week. He yelled, “Real men shake hands,” as 

he demanded we all partake in this ancient 

greeting ritual that works wonderfully well 

when there is not a worldwide pandemic to 

worry about. And no, I didn’t say what I was 

really thinking, but I didn’t partake in his 

well-meant, but wrongly advised, salutation, 

either. 

In a reminder of what we’ve lost this year, 

the Chatham Jaycees Sweet Corn Festival, 

defi nitely one of the most popular annual 

events in our community, was scheduled 

for this weekend. With that, let’s see what’s 

going on around town, while being aware 

some venues are cancelling live music shows 

in regards to the uptick in our local infection 

rate. 

For those of you staying in and not 

hitting the bars, whether inside or outside, 

there are a few weekly scheduled online 

music events. One of my favorites -- since 

one could both watch virtually and listen 

in real time -- is the live-streamed Carillon 

Th ematic Summer Concert every Wednesday 

evening at 6:30 through Aug. 26. Go to the 

Th omas Rees Memorial Carillon Facebook 

page to watch online and download a concert 

program from the Springfi eld Park District 

website. 

Th e Levitt AMP Virtual Music Series 

continues with a livestream happening 

almost every Th ursday and Friday at 7 

p.m. that includes many of the groups who 

would’ve played on the city’s Y-block this 

summer. Visit the Levitt AMP website for 

information on scheduling, for upcoming 

show teasers and to watch any of the archived 

performances, anytime. Heads up to support 

the locals when our very own, Th e Deep 

Hollow, livestreams nationally for the music 

series on Friday, July 24 at 7 p.m. 

Cowboy Randy Erwin continues his 

Take a Break online shows every Saturday 

night from 8 to 9 and I’m sticking with my 

Turtle Tank Tuesday nights at 8:38, plus 

Rick Dunham stops by to sing with me 

for an interesting music experience every 

Wednesday at 7:37, all on Facebook. 

Other stuff  is happening at the usual 

haunts including Th e Collective gathering 

at Longbridge, Sirens of Springfi eld all-

female open mic going on at Buzz Bomb 

and Mississippi Leghound mopping up 

at Motorheads, all on Friday night. Th en 

Rockhouse rocks out the Main Gate, Jack 

Flash stones it at the Curve and Sunshine 

Daydream fl oats in at Danenberger’s, all 

on Saturday night. Th ere’s a Mini-Blues 

Fest at the Blue Grouch on Sunday with 

an incredible lineup of Robert Sampson, 

Brother Jeff erson, Dave Lumsden with 

Reggie Britton, Skylar Rogers and Jeremiah 

Johnson from 2-10 p.m. Josie Lowder, joined 

by Brazilian guitarist Dr. Jose Gobbo, along 

with Lowder and Manning as well, makes 

musical magic on Sunday from 4 to 7 p.m. at 

3Sixteen Wine Bar in Chatham. 

Take care, take care of others and let’s take 

things together well.   

Topsy-turvy times
NOW PLAYING |   Tom Irwin

MUSIC

Brother Jefferson plays the Mini-Blues Fest at the 
Blue Grouch this Sunday, July 19. 
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Thursday
Jul 16
Open mic with Sam and Kortney
The Blue Grouch Pub, 6pm

Open mic with Devin Williams
Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 7-10pm

Harmony Deep
The Curve Inn, 6pm

Friday
Jul 17

LiveWire
The Blue Grouch Pub, 6:30pm

Jonny Vodka
Crows Mill Pub, 6:30-10:30pm

Kapital Sound
The Curve Inn, 6-10pm

Brushville
Danenberger Family Vineyards, New 
Berlin, 7pm

The Collective
Long Bridge Golf Course, 6:30pm

Taylor June
Maddys Tavern, Divernon, 8pm

Frank Parker Jambalaya Jazz
Mariah’s Restaurant, 7:30pm

Mississippi Leghound
Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill and 
Museum, 8pm

Kit Jones and a few Bugs
Slauterhouse Brewing Co., Auburn, 
6pm

John Drake
Springfi eld Carriage Company, 6pm

Joel Honey
The Stadium Bar and Grill, 7-10pm

Brandon Elliott
VFW Post #755, 7-9pm

MUSIC

BAND SPOTLIGHT | Midnight River Choir
A favorite of many folks around here, these fellers hail from New 
Braunfels, Texas, and have been putting out good music through 

releasing records and traveling the country since 2009. Th ey fi rst played the 
Springfi eld scene several years ago and continue to entertain in the area on a 
regular basis. Based in Americana music with a dash of Texas soul plus 
mixed in folkways, they layer it all with classic country feels and bluesy 
asides. MRC keeps the tempo up, the groove good and the vibes positive. 
Now out with a new album called Whiplash, just released online July 10, 
the band is on the move as well as they can be during a pandemic, 
promoting the tunes and supporting the muse. During the down time they 
did some livestreams and worked on the new album and are now out doing 
a few shows, including a Th ursday night at Bubba’s Brewhouse in Durant, 
Oklahoma, before heading this way. Th is show is outside with plenty of 
room for social distancing and ways to follow proper safety guidelines.

Midnight River Choir 
Sampson Jones Gang 

Saturday, July 18, 7 p.m. 
Connor’s Corner Pub

Tallula Street Party

The Come Back
Wet Bar, 10pm

Saturday
Jul 18
Black Velvet
1854 Wine Pub, Pawnee, 8pm

Hoosier Songwriters
The Backroom Lounge, Riverton, 
7pm

Fun DMC
The Blue Grouch Pub, 6:30pm

Isaiah Christian
Boar’s Nest, Athens, 6-9pm

Joel Honey
Boones Saloon, 6-10pm

Jambalaya Jazz with Frank 
Parker
Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 7-10pm

Midnight River Choir and 
Sampson Jones Gang
Connor’s Corner Pub, 

Tallula, 7-11pm

Wreckless Whiskey
Crows Mill Pub, 6:30-10:30pm

Jack Flash
The Curve Inn, 6-10pm

Sunshine Daydream
Danenberger Family Vineyards, 
New Berlin, 7pm

Take a Break With Cowboy 
Randy
Facebook with Randy Erwin, 
8-9pm

Ryman’s Way
Hill Prairie Winery, Oakford, 
2-5pm

Exit 52
Kuhl Tyme Korner, Jacksonville, 
8pm

Rockhouse
Main Gate Bar & Grill, 6-10pm

Mike Burnett
Pease’s at BUNN Gourmet, 
3-5:30pm

The Kitchens
Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill 
and Museum, 8pm

Skyline Ridge
Sheedy Shores Winery, Loami, 
4pm

A.S.H. Classic Rock
The Stadium Bar and Grill, 
7-10:30pm

LiveWire
Weebles Bar & Grill, 6-10pm

Sunday
Jul 19

Josie Lowder and Jose 
Gobbo
3Sixteen Wine Bar, 
Chatham, 4-7pm

Lowder and Manning
3Sixteen Wine Bar, Chatham, 
4pm

After School Special
Always After Five, 2pm

Mini Blues Festival
The Blue Grouch Pub, 

2-10pm

Harmony Deep
The Curve Inn, 2-7pm

Captain Geech and the Shrimp 
Shack Shooters
Danenberger Family Vineyards, 
New Berlin, 2pm

Buckhart Road
Hill Prairie Winery, Oakford, 
2-5pm

Dale and Erin from Wildfl ower 
Conspiracy
It’s All About Wine, 2pm

Joel Honey
Long Bridge Golf Course, 2pm

Curt Smith
Sheedy Shores Winery, Loami, 
2pm

Monday
Jul 20
Alex Jenkins and the Bombers
The Alamo, 7pm

Tuesday
Jul 21
Open mic with Sam and 
Kortney
The Curve Inn, 6:30-9:30pm

Tom’s Turtle Tank Tuesdays
Facebook with Tom Irwin, 
8:30pm

Open mic with John Stevens
George Rank’s, 7:30-10pm

Wednesday
Jul 22
After School Special
Elks Lodge #158, 6-9pm

Rick and Tom
Facebook with Tom Irwin, 
7:30pm

Jet Trio
Obed and Isaac’s, 6pm

Al Kitchen
Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill 
and Museum, 6-9pm

Open mic with John Stevens 
and Geoff Ryan
Trails End Saloon, Curran, 
7-10pm
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Taking its cue from Groundhog Day and Edge of 
Tomorrow, director Max Barbakow and writer 

Andy Siara bring a new twist to the time loop 

premise with Palm Springs, a quirky comedy 

with a weighty undertone that manages to fi nd 

new angles to explore in a mini-genre that had 

seemingly exhausted all of its possibilities in 

record time. Whether it’s being stuck eternally 

in a weather-related holiday, endlessly battling 

hordes of aliens or reliving your death again 

and again and again (Happy Death Day) the 

characters caught in their respective anomalies 

must ultimately contend with the fi ve stages of 

grief in order to move on. And while Springs’ 

three unfortunates go through denial, anger, 

bargaining, depression and acceptance where 

their predicament is concerned, the conclusions 

they come to are distinctly more poignant and 

meaningful than any seen before. 

Sarah (Cristin Milioti) is certainly stuck. By 

her own admission she drinks too much and 

sleeps around and while they would never admit 

it, she knows that her parents are disappointed 

in her. Th e last place she wants to be is at her 

sister’s wedding yet she knows there’s no avoiding 

it, so she deals with it as best she can – imbibing 

heavily and looking for a way to make an early 

exit.  However, just before she’s forced to make 

a speech she hasn’t prepared for, the party is 

crashed by Nyles (Andy Samberg), dressed for 

the occasion in a Hawaiian shirt and shorts, his 

sense of timing suggesting that he somehow 

knows just what will happen before it happens. 

Drawn to him, Sarah leaves the ceremony for an 

impromptu hike in the nearby desert where they 

are ambushed by Roy (J.K. Simmons), a man 

hellbent on killing Nyles in the most gruesome 

manner at his disposal. Th at they ultimately 

wander into a cave where there’s a mysterious 

pulsating light at the end of the tunnel Sarah is 

warned not to enter, seems apropos to the tone 

Barbakow eff ectively establishes early on.

When she awakes the next day, it takes a 

while for Sarah to realize that she is not suff ering 

from an extreme case of déjà vu but reliving 

the same day. Nyles does his best to get her up 

to speed and also clue her in as to why Roy is 

stuck in the loop as well.  Barbakow establishes 

a breezy pace that’s buoyed by the appealing 

chemistry of the two leads and Simmons’ innate 

charisma. Th e interaction between these three is 

a delight to behold, with Milioti being a genuine 

surprise. She runs the gamut as her character tries 

to come to terms with the strange new world she’s 

in, going from abject fear to fi erce confi dence 

over the course of untold days with a sincerity 

that wins us over. Th at Samburg digs deeper than 

he has before is an unexpected bonus.

Th e appeal of these fi lms lies in the fact that 

though while none of us may fi nd ourselves 

repeating the same day again and again, we’ve all 

experienced phases in our lives where we’ve felt 

stuck. Of course, the current semi-quarantine 

conditions we’re living in brings an added 

resonance to the fi lm that greatly drives home its 

point. More than anything, Springs posits that 

an appreciation for the small wonders that life 

presents us is the key to happiness and that the 

trap so many of us fall into is that we take these 

for granted. It seems that existential crises can be 

solved by performing elaborate dance routines 

in dive bars or by taking impromptu road trips. 

Of course, having someone who thoroughly 

understands you surely helps.  

Charming Springs delivers 
timely message
FILM |   Chuck Koplinski

FILM
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THE CALENDAR

n Special Music Events

Artist on Adams
Featuring Mike Butler on Thu., July 
16 and Dennis Darling on Tue., July 
21. Both shows are at 12 p.m. Part 
of the Artist on Adams series. Hosted 
by the Springfi eld Area Arts Council. 
springfi eldartsco.org. Cafe Moxo Patio, 
411 E. Adams St.

Levitt AMP Virtual Music Series – 
The Deep Hollow
Fri., July 24, 7pm. This local band is 
part of a dynamic group of artists from 
across the country featured in the 
Levitt AMP Virtual Music Series. Get 
the link and check out the other bands 
at blog.levitt.org. 

Thematic Summer Concert
Wednesdays, 6:30pm through Aug. 
26. Enjoy a virtual date night or 
family night with a live-streamed 
Carillon Thematic Summer Concert. 
To watch the concerts, visit the 
Carillon Facebook page. Thomas Rees 
Memorial Carillon, 1740 W. Fayette 
Ave., 217-546-3853.

n Books & Authors

All Booked Up virtual book club
Mon., July 27, 6-7pm. Meet virtually 
to discuss Tuesday Mooney Talks to 
Ghosts by Kate Racculia. Digital copies 
are available through Hoopla and 
limited print copies can be picked up 
at the library. Registration is required 
to receive access to this Zoom event. 
chathamlib.org. Free. 217-483-2713.

Summer Reading Club (Advanced)
Mon., July 20, 4-5pm. Discuss books 
about the world we share. Youth 
can engage with Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library staff and their 
peers on topics that are important to 
them. The intermediate book selection 
for July is Nic Stone’s, Dear Martin. 
Via Zoom. Free. Reservations required. 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 
112 N. Sixth St., 217-558-8844.

n Theater & Comedy

Springfi eld Area Performing 
Arts Organizations Food Drive

Fri., July 17, 5-7pm and Sat., July 
18, 9-11am. Help the performers, 
creative staff, volunteers, friends and 
patrons of the area arts organizations 
support those facing food insecurity in 
our community. Drop off donations of 
personal products and non-perishable 
food items at the Hoogland Center for 
the Arts, Landmark Ford or The Muni. 
Springfi eld, 217-816-5983.

The POP! Outdoor Comedy
Sat., July 18, 6pm. Anvil and Forge 
Brewing and Distilling Company, 619 
E. Washington St., 217-494-6200.

n Spoken Word

Spoken Word open mic
Wed., July 22, 7-10pm. Outdoor 
seating for listening to a plethora of 
poems. Free. Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 
406 E. Adams St.

n Art & Architecture

“Jazz in June”
Jazz in June continues every 

Saturday, 12-4 p.m. through Aug. 29. 
The exhibit includes the work of over 
20 artists including Chicago artist, Neil 
Shapiro. Free. The Pharmacy Gallery 
and Art Space, 623 E. Adams St., 
801-810-9278.

n Food & Drink

Complimentary drive-thru lunch
Sat., July 18, 11am-2pm. Around 300 
complimentary bag lunches will be 
available on a fi rst come, fi rst served 
basis. The public is invited to the event 
which is hosted by the Sangamon 
County Republic Central Committee as 
a salute to all health care heroes and 
fi rst responders. Sangamon County 
Republican Headquarters, 1132 E. 
Sangamon Ave., 217-528-6267.

n Faith & Philosophy

Online Service of Installation
Sat., July 18, 2pm. The service of 
installation for Rev. Dr. Bobbi Dykema 
will be broadcast live by Living 
Stream Church of the Brethren. All are 
welcome. livingstreamcob.org. First 
Church of the Brethren, 2115 Yale 
Boulevard, 217-523-5212.

n Fundraisers

Jeep Run for Brother James Court
Sat., July 18, 10am. $10 per vehicle. 
Includes raffl es, prizes and giveaways. 
Ends at Connor’s Corner Pub in Tallula. 
brotherjamescourt.com. Intersection 
of Memphis Dr. and Atlanta St., Behind 
Lowes on N. Dirksen Pkwy., 217-747-
5905.

n Children’s Corner

Icepop-Palooza
Sat., July 18, 12-2pm. This 

summer is a scorcher and the 
librarians want to help you keep it 
cool with a refreshing treat. Stop by 
the blue tent in the library parking lot 
and pick up a free icepop. Chatham 
Area Public Library, Chatham, 600 E. 
Spruce, 217-483-2713.

Virtual preschool story time
Fridays, 10:15-10:30am. Ms. 
Catherine will be on the library’s 
Facebook page each Friday in July 
with story time for preschoolers. The 
themes will be connected to “Imagine 
Your Story.” Free. Online, community 
engagement, 217-483-2713.

n Nature, Science & 
Environment

Nature journaling and botanical 
drawing
Sat., July 18, 3pm. Brush up on your 
botany skills and get inspired to draw 
with Davina Fouke who will lead the 
workshop via Zoom. Hosted by the 
Friends of Sangamon Valley. Call for 
more information. Members $20, 
nonmembers $25. 217-525-1410.

n Lectures & Meetings

The role of technology in the new 
normal
Mon., July 20, 5:30-6:30pm. Bruce 
Sommer, UIS director of economic 
development and Innovation, will 
discuss the role of technology in 
the new normal. Part of the Rotary 
Club’s New Normal Series. Advance 
registration is required by 10 a.m. 
the day of the event. spirotary.org. 
Free. Online, community engagement, 
217-502-9969.

n Bulletin Board

APL’s Online Christmas Costume 
Contest
Through July 31. Dress up your pet 
for Christmas fun. With an entry fee 
of $10, you can submit a photo of 
your pet in its best holiday attire. The 
winner will be announced on July 31 
and will receive a gift basket from Pet 
Supplies Plus. apl-shelter.org. Animal 
Protective League, 1001 Taintor Road, 
217-544-7387.

Critical Cultural Competency 
workshop

Sat., July 18. Designed to help 
participants create the spaces to 
be self-refl ective about our cultural 
shaping as individuals and institutions. 
Learn more about this digital 
engagement at crossroadsantiracism.
org. Online, community engagement, 
708-503-0804.

Kringle’s Kittens
July 24-25. Come meet over 50 
kittens hand-selected by Kris Kringle 
himself. Kitten adoption fees will 
be reduced to $25. apl-shelter.org. 
Animal Protective League, 1001 
Taintor Road, 217-544-7387.

Racial Understanding: A Way 
Forward through Dialogue

Mondays, 6:30pm. Given the events 
of recent months, many people of 
good will are ready to earnestly 
engage others in a balanced and 
diverse dialogue about race. The 
Chiara Center is hosting a series of 
dialogues to bring willing participants 
into a process that they will help to 
shape through small group sharing via 
ZOOM. chiaracenter.org. Free. Chiara 
Center, 4875 Laverna Road, 217-523-
0901.

Springfi eld Cruise In Lot Night
Sat., July 25, 7-10pm. A monthly car 
meet. All cars, trucks and bikes are 
welcome. Show up, be respectful, 
clean up your trash, keep loud music 
to a minimum, make friends and have 
fun being around other gearheads. 
Ace Hardware, 1600 Wabash Ave., 
217-787-5100.

Google tools to help you land your 
next job
Wed., July 22, 11am-12pm. A Google 
webinar to learn how to discover job 
opportunities using Google Search 
and organize your job search using 
G Suite tools. Improve your resume, 
your online communication and 
virtual interview practices. Get the 
latest resources from Google and 
other partners. chathamlib.org. 
Free. Chatham Area Public Library, 
Chatham, 600 E. Spruce, 217-483-
2713.

BLM SPI voter registration, census 
and school supply drive
Sat., July 18, 11am-3pm, Tue., July 
21, 3-7pm, Thu., July 23, 11am-2pm 
and Sat., July 25, 12-4pm. On-site 
voter registration. Information on 
the importance of the 2020 U. S. 
Census and how to complete it for 
your household. School supply drive 
for Dist. 186 students. Visit the Black 
Lives Matter SPI Facebook page for 
donation suggestions. Free.  spiaahm.
org. Free. Springfi eld and Central 
Illinois African-American History 
Museum, 1440 Monument Ave., 217-
391-6323.

n Health

Legal and Financial Planning - Part 2
Tue., July 21, 11am-12pm. If you or 
someone you know is affected by 
Alzheimer’s disease or dementia, the 
time for legal and fi nancial planning is 
now. Learn about important legal and 
fi nancial issues and how to put plans 
in place. alz.org. Free. Registration 
required. Register online or by phone. 
1-800-272-3900.

You make the world a better place
Wed., July 22, 11am-4pm. Blood 
drive. Each donor will receive a 
$10 gift card with their donation. 
Appointments are required and can 
be scheduled by email to pam@
northfi eldinn.com. Northfi eld Inn, 
Suites and Conference Center, 3280 
Northfi eld Dr., 217-523-7900.

n Sports & Fitness

Abe’s Olympic Triathlon
Sat., July 25, 7:30am. Participants 
will swim in the lake, then bike 
24.8 miles on rolling prairie roads. 
They will then embark on a 6.2-mile 
run. Awards ceremony at 11 a.m. 
triharderpromotions.com. 217-341-
1309. Lake Springfi eld Center Park, 
Long Bay Drive.

MUSIC | Sweet sounds of summer
Spend a lunch hour listening to the sounds of local 
musicians showcasing their talents. For the next 

few weeks the Springfi eld Area Arts Council (SAAC) 
and the downtown Adams Family are hosting the Artist 
on Adams series of summertime outdoor concerts at the 
Café Moxo Patio. Th e performances will take place 
every Tuesday and Th ursday at 12 p.m., through Aug. 
6.  Upcoming performances this week include Mike 
Butler, Dennis Darling and Andrew Heathwaite. For 
over 30 years, SAAC has hosted the outdoor concert 
series. In keeping with tradition, this series will consist 
of performances by local musicians and is free to the 
public. Th e hour-long concerts will be family-friendly 
and enjoyable for everyone. Th e concerts are funded 
this year by the Illinois Arts Council Agency through 
an arts relief grant. Get more information at SAAC’s 
website at springfi eldartsco.org. 

Artist on Adams
Thursday, July 16, 12-1 p.m.

Café Moxo Patio
411 E. Adams St. 

217-753-3519

 THE CALENDAR
 Send us your events! Deadline: 5pm Fri. 
Submit online at: www.illinoistimes.com. 
Email: calendar@illinoistimes.com  Dates, 
times and locations are subject to last-minute 
changes, so we suggest calling before 
attending events.
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Real Estate Foreclosure

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
Village Capital & Investment, LLC, 
PLAINTIFF
Vs.
Douglas D. Cobb; et. al. , DEFENDANTS
2018CH000282
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 
11/16/2018, the Sheriff of Sangamon 
County, Illinois will on August 11, 2020 at 
the hour of 9:00 AM at in the Second Floor 
Boardroom of the Sangamon County Court-
house 200 South 9th Street Springfi eld, IL 
62701, or in a place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County of Sangamon 
and State of Illinois, sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
PIN 14-30.0-329-009
Improved with Residential
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  2620 Cedar Pond 
Drive Springfi eld, IL 62702
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid by 
certifi ed funds at the close of the auction; 
The balance, including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certifi ed 
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS 
IS” condition. The sale is further subject to 
confi rmation by the court.
If the property is a condominium and the 
foreclosure takes place after 1/1/2007, pur-
chasers other than the mortgagees will be 
required to pay any assessment and legal 
fees due under The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
If the property is located in a common 
interest community, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be required to pay 
any assessment and legal fees due under 
the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the deposit paid. The 
Purchaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certifi cate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after Confi rmation 
of the sale. The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals presently in 
possession of the subject premises.
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion and Plaintiff makes no representation 
as to the condition of the property. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to check the 
Court fi le to verify all information.
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court fi le 
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis & 
Associates, P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please refer to fi le number 
14-18-08712.
I3151803

MARKETPLACE

Are you: Personable, respectful and 
conscientious? Self-motivated, goal-driven 

and organized? Passionate about doing your 
best to help local businesses succeed? 

If so, we want to talk to you!

A qualifi ed candidate should:
• Have previous sales and customer relations 
   experience
• Enjoying meeting new people
• Be able to work independently and have good 
   time-management skills
• Be creative and be able to think outside the box

This position offers salary plus commission, in addition 
to a bonus program and excellent growth potential. We 
also offer a full benefi ts package including paid PTO, 

health and dental and a retirement plan.

If you are looking for a position that allows you to 
excel based on your abilities, please email your 

resume to jbengfort@illinoistimes.com.

Illinois Times recruits, employs, trains, compensates and promotes 
regardless of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, 

veteran status and other protected status as required by applicable law.

Illinois Times is seeking a 
qualifi ed candidate to join
our advertising sales team.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the estate of:
Edward George Blissett, Deceased
Case No. 2020-P-274
Claim Notice
Notice is given of the death of Edward 
George Blissett. Letters Testamentary 
were issued to Edward F. Blissett, 22 Long 
View Dr, Springfi eld, IL as Executor. Claims 
against the Estate may be fi led in the 
Offi ce of the Circuit Court at the Sangamon 
County Courthouse, 200 South 9th Street, 
Springfi eld, Illinois 62702 or with the 
Executor, or both, on or before, January 9, 
2021. Any claim not fi led on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of the claim fi led 
with the clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Executor within 10 days after it has 
been fi led. 
Edward F. Blissett
Executor
Paul Palozzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
July 9, 2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In Re the Estate of: 
JAY ELLIOTT BELL, Deceased. 
Case No.: 2020-P-221
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of Jay Elliott 
Bell of Springfi eld, Sangamon County, 
Illinois.  Letters of Offi ce were issued on 
June 17, 2020, to Velma McLaurin-Bell, 
as Independent Executor, whose address 
is 2321 Sylvan, Springfi eld, Illinois 62704, 
and whose attorney is Barry O. Hines, 1224 
Centre West Drive, Suite 200A, Springfi eld, 
Illinois 62704.
The Estate will be administered without 
Court supervision, unless under Section 
28-4 of the Probate Act (755  ILCS  5/28-
4) any  interested  person terminates 
independent administration, at any time, by 
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate 
to the Clerk.
Claims against the Estate may be fi led in 
the offi ce of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 South 9th 
Street, Springfi eld, Illinois 62701, or with 
the representative, or both, on or before 
January 4, 2021, and any claim not fi led 
on or before that date is barred.  Copies of 
a claim fi led with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days after it has 
been fi led.
Dated this 23rd day of June, 2020.
Velma McLaurin-Bell
Independent Executor
Barry O. Hines - 01220918
Attorney at Law
1224 Centre West Drive, Suite 200A
Springfi eld, IL 62704
Telephone: (217) 698-8444
Email: barry@hineslaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In Re the Estate of: 
CELIA DART, Deceased. 
Case No.: 2020-P-277
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of Celia Dart, 
a/k/a C.J. Dart, of Sangamon County, Illi-
nois.  Letters of Offi ce were issued on June 
17, 2020, to William E. Dart and Thomas E. 
Dart, as Independent Co-Executors, whose 
address are, respectively, 1937 South 
Walnut Street, Springfi eld, Illinois 62704 

and 1606 West Leland Avenue, Springfi eld, 
Illinois 62704, and whose attorney is Barry 
O. Hines, 1224 Centre West Drive, Suite 
200A, Springfi eld, Illinois 62704.
The Estate will be administered without 
Court supervision, unless under Section 
28-4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS  5/28-
4) any  interested  person terminates 
independent administration, at any time, by 
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate 
to the Clerk.
Claims against the Estate may be fi led in 
the offi ce of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 South 9th 
Street, Springfi eld, Illinois 62701, or with 
the representative, or both, on or before 
January 4, 2021, and any claim not fi led 
on or before that date is barred.  Copies of 
a claim fi led with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days after it has 
been fi led.
Dated this 22nd day of June, 2020.
William E. Dart
Thomas E. Dart
Independent Co-Executors
Barry O. Hines - 01220918
Attorney at Law
1224 Centre West Drive, Suite 200A
Springfi eld, IL 62704
Telephone: (217) 698-8444
Email: barry@hineslaw.net

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SPRINGFIELD, SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
In Re the Estate of:     
CATHERINE A. FURKIN, Deceased.    
Case No.: 2020-P-301
CLAIM NOTICE
NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of CATH-
ERINE A. FURKIN, of Springfi eld, Sangamon 
County, Illinois. Letters of Offi ce were 
issued on June 23, 2020, to KIMBERLEE 
A. GUNTER, as Independent Administra-
tor, whose address is 2601 Parsifal Ave., 
Springfi eld, Illinois, and whose attorney of 
record is William D. Reid, Elmore & Reid, 
808 South Second Street, Springfi eld, 
Illinois 62704. 
The Estate will be administered without 
Court supervision, unless under Sec-
tion 28-4 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 
5/28-4) any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate 
to the Clerk. 
Claims against the Estate may be fi led 
in the offi ce of the Clerk of Sangamon 
County, 200 South 9th Street, Springfi eld, 
Illinois 62701, or with the representative, 
or both, within six months from the date of 
issuance of Letters, and any claim not fi led 
within that period is barred. 
ELMORE & REID
Attorneys At Law
808 South 2nd Street
Springfi eld, IL 62704
217/523-2340

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF FREEDA A. HURLEY, Deceased.
CASE NO. 2020 P 322
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of FREEDA A. 
HURLEY. Letters of Administration were 
issued on June 29, 2020 to FAYE LOUISE 
RECTOR of Athens, Illinois.
Claims against the estate may be fi led 
within six months from the date of fi rst 
publication. Any claim not fi led within six 
months from the date of fi rst publication or 

claims not fi led within three months from 
the date of mailing or delivery of Notice 
to Creditors, whichever is later, shall be 
barred.
Claims may be fi led in the offi ce of the 
Clerk of the Court at the Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 South Ninth Street, 
Springfi eld, Illinois, or with the administra-
tor, or both.
Copies of claims fi led with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the administrator 
and to their attorney within ten days after it 
has been fi led.
Law Offi ces, Donald A. LoBue 
2001 School House Lane 
Springfi eld, Illinois 62704
(217) 522-0018
lobueda@sbcg lobal.net 
ARDC # 1679996

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
WDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
In re the Estate of 
PAUL L. HUBBS, SR., Deceased.
Case No. 20-P-287
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Paul L. 
Hubbs, Sr.. Letters of offi ce have been 
issued to Christopher W. Hubbs, 3601 
Hooker, Springfi eld, IL 62703, as Executor, 
whose attorney is R. Phillip Reed, Attorney 
at Law, 1129 S. Seventh St., Springfi eld, IL 
62703. Claims against the estate may be 
fi led in the offi ce of the Sangamon County 
Circuit Clerk, Room 405, 200 S. Ninth St., 
Springfi eld, IL 62701, or with the Executor, 
or both, on or before January 4, 2021, and 
any claim not fi led on or before that date 
is barred. Copies of a claim fi led with the 
Sangamon County Circuit Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the Executor and 
to the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been fi led.
E-fi ling is now mandatory for documents 
in civil cases with limited exemptions. Toe-
fi le, you must fi rst create an account with 
an e-fi ling service provider. Visit http://efi le. 
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to 
learn more and to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help or have trouble 
e-fi ling, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAO/gethelp.asp or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s offi ce.
R. PHILLIP REED Attorney at Law 
1129 S. Seventh St.
Springfi eld, IL 62703
(217) 528-7333
reedlaw@sbcglobal.net 
ARDC No. 2300478

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Cheryl Moffett-Hobbs Petitioner
and
Kash M. Hobbs, Respondent
Case No. 2019-D-728
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Kash M. Hobbs, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this court 
asking for a dissolution of marriage and 
other relief.
Unless you fi le your response or otherwise 
fi le your appearance in this cause in the 
offi ce of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, in Springfi eld, Illinois on or before 
the 
23rd day of July, 2020 a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Shamika April McDaniel Petitioner

and
Belal Mahmood Suliman Al-Momani, 
Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-308
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Belal Mahmood Suli-
man Al-Momani, Respondent herein, that 
this cause has been commenced against 
you in this court asking for a dissolution of 
marriage and other relief.
Unless you fi le your response or otherwise 
fi le your appearance in this cause in the 
offi ce of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, in Springfi eld, Illinois on or before 
the 
30th day of July, 2020 a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Min Yu Petitioner
and
Patrick Hayes, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-217
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Patrick Hayes, Respon-
dent herein, that this cause has been com-
menced against you in this court asking for 
a dissolution of marriage and other relief.
Unless you fi le your response or otherwise 
fi le your appearance in this cause in the 
offi ce of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, in Springfi eld, Illinois on or before 
the 16th day of August, 2020 a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Natalie Lambert Petitioner
and
Troy L. Brown, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-316
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Troy L. Brown, Respon-
dent herein, that this cause has been com-
menced against you in this court asking for 
a dissolution of marriage and other relief.
Unless you fi le your response or otherwise 
fi le your appearance in this cause in the 
offi ce of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, in Springfi eld, Illinois on or before 
the 
16th day of August, 2020 a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
MARIE JACQUELINE BREST
For change of name to 
MARIE JACQUELINE CAVATAIO
Case NO.: 2020-MR-373
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
August 25, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name from 
MARIE JACQUELINE BREST to MARIE JAC-
QUELINE CAVATAIO  pursuant to the statute 
in such case made and provided.
Dated: July 2, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
AUBREY ALEXANDER TROESCH

For change of name to 
AUBREY ALEXANDRA TROESCH
Case NO.: 2020-MR-349
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
August 11, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name from 
AUBREY ALEXANDER TROESCH to AUBREY 
ALEXANDRA TROESCH pursuant to the stat-
ute in such case made and provided.
Dated: July 2, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
EDWARD DONALD MECKES
For change of name to 
TED DONALD MECKES
Case NO.: 2020-MR-372
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
August 28, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from EDWARD DONALD MECKES to TED 
DONALD MECKES
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: July 9, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
TARA LYNN BARTON
For change of name to 
TARA LYNN MASON
Case NO.: 2020-MR-308
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
August 25, 2020 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name from 
TARA LYNN BARTON to TARA LYNN MASON 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: July 9, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
CECIL MARCUM PRICE
For change of name to 
MARK C. PRICE
Case NO.: 2020-MR-194
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on Sep-
tember 8, 2020 I will petition in said Court 
praying for the change of name from CECIL 
MARCUM PRICE to MARK C. PRICE
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: July 16, 2020 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
Village Capital & Investment, LLC, 
PLAINTIFF
Vs.
Douglas D. Cobb; et. al., DEFENDANTS
2018CH000282
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 
11/16/2018, the Sheriff of Sangamon 
County, Illinois will on August 11, 2020 at 
the hour of 9:00 AM at in the Second Floor 
Boardroom of the Sangamon County Court-
house 200 South 9th Street Springfi eld, IL 
62701, or in a place otherwise designated 
at the time of sale, County of Sangamon 
and State of Illinois, sell at public auction 
to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY IS 
LOCATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS:
LOT 20 OF COUNTRY MEADOWS FIRST 
PLAT, BEING PART OF THE SOUTH HALF OF 

THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 
30, TOWNSHIP 16 NORTH, RANGE 5 WEST 
OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, AS 
SHOWN BY THE PLAT OF SUBDIVISION 
RECORDED ON JUNE 16, 1990 AS DOCU-
MENT NO. 90J015108.
EXCEPT ANY INTEREST IN THE COAL, OIL, 
GAS AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING 
THE LAND WHICH HAVE HERETOFORE 
CONVEYED OR RESERVED IN PRIOR 
CONVEYANCES, AND ALL RIGHTS AND 
EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE ESTATE OF 
SAID COAL, OIL, GAS AND OTHER MINER-
ALS, IF ANY.
PIN 14-30.0-329-009
Improved with Residential
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  2620 Cedar Pond 
Drive Springfi eld, IL 62702
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest 
bid by certifi ed funds at the close of the 
auction; The balance, including the Judicial 
sale fee for Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certifi ed 
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said real estate 
and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title 
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS 
IS” condition. The sale is further subject to 
confi rmation by the court.
If the property is a condominium and the 
foreclosure takes place after 1/1/2007, 
purchasers other than the mortgagees will 
be required to pay any assessment and 
legal fees due under The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and 
(g)(4).
If the property is located in a common 
interest community, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be required to pay 
any assessment and legal fees due under 
the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1).
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the 
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled 
only to a return of the deposit paid. The 
Purchaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or 
the Mortgagee’s attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certifi cate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after Confi rmation 
of the sale. The successful purchaser has 
the sole responsibility/expense of evicting 
any tenants or other individuals presently in 
possession of the subject premises.
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion and Plaintiff makes no representation 
as to the condition of the property. Prospec-
tive bidders are admonished to check the 
Court fi le to verify all information.
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court fi le 
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis & 
Associates, P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please refer to fi le number 
14-18-08712.
I3151803

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
CNB BANK & TRUST, N.A., successor by 
merger to Jacksonville Savings Bank, 
Plaintiff,  
vs.   
JEFFERY H. BATTY, DONNA J. MOY, f/k/a 
DONNA J. BATTY, UNKNOWN OWNERS, and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants.  
No. 20-CH-91
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE (FOR PUBLICA-

PUBLIC NOTICES
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TION)
(735 ILCS, Sections 5/2-206, 5/2-207, 5/2-
413, and 5/15-1502)
The requisite Affi davit for Publication 
having been fi led, notice is hereby given to 
all Unknown Owners and all Non-Record 
Claimants, Defendants in above-entitled 
action, that the above-entitled mortgage 
foreclosure action was fi led on March 20, 
2020 and is now pending.
1. The names of all Plaintiffs and the case 
number are identifi ed above.
2. The Court in which said action was 
brought is identifi ed above.
3. The names of the title holder of record 
are: Jeffery H. Batty and Donna J. Batty.
4. The legal description of the real estate 
suffi cient to identify it with reasonable 
certainty is as follows:
The East Half of Lot 4 in Block 3 of East-
man, Black and Key’s Subdivision, EXCEPT 
the West 60 feet thereof, in the City of 
Springfi eld, Illinois.  Situated in Sangamon 
County, Illinois.
5. A common address or description of the 
location of the real estate is as follows:
1505 N. 8th, Springfi eld, IL 62702 
6. An identifi cation of the mortgage sought 
to be foreclosed is as follows:
Name of Mortgagors: Jeffery H. Batty and 
Donna J. Batty, n/k/a Donna J. Moy
Name of Mortgagee:
Jacksonville Savings Bank, n/k/a CNB Bank 
& Trust, N.A.
Date of Mortgage: November 21, 2008   
Date of Recording: December 10, 2008   
County Where Recorded: Sangamon County, 
Illinois
Recording Document Information:
Document No. 2008R45393
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you, all 
Non-Record Claimants and Unknown 
Owners, Defendants, fi le your answer to the 
Complaint for Foreclosure in this cause or 
otherwise make your appearance therein, 
in the Circuit Court of the Seventh Judicial 
Circuit, Sangamon County, Illinois, held in 
the Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S. 
9th Street, Springfi eld, Illinois, on or before 
the 3rd  day of August, 2020, default may 
be entered against you and each of you at 
any time after that day and a Judgment for 
Foreclosure may be entered in accordance 
with the prayer of the Complaint for 
Foreclosure.
Dated this 22nd day of June, 2020.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Seventh Judicial 
Circuit, Sangamon County, Illinois
BELLATTI, FAY, BELLATTI & BEARD, LLP
Jeffrey L. Soltermann, of counsel, 
06226150
816 West State Street
P.O. Box 696
Jacksonville, Illinois  62651
Telephone: (217) 245-7111
Telecopier: (217) 245-2832
Email: jsoltermann@bellattilaw.com

Grandview Mini Storage and Scotty’ s Self 
Storage announces a private sale to enforce 
self-storage lien in default of  payment or 
rent. Call 217-638-6859 for appointment.
Scotty’s Self Storage
1-Strickland
223-Strickland
255- Smith
322-Brown
1-Tally
422- Reynolds
610-Jones
406-McCreary
261-Joy
46- Broker
21-Thompson
326-Orsley
108- Kirk
70D-Thompson
8H-Creviston
130-Bishop
83-Richards
113-Sherman
129-Sherman
81E-Lay
81E-Dotson

43E-Binge26C-Cleeton
52-D-Cumberworth
30-Reynolds
29C-Izzand
32C-Izzand

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Sale to enforce Self-Storage lien in default 
of payment of rent will be held at 10:00 
A.M .   Saturday, AUGUST 1, 2020  at, 
Safe-T-Storage, 3825 N. Dirksen Parkway, 
Springfi eld, IL.  Tenants must pay in full by 
this date. Social distancing and masks are 
required. 
Unit  8  John Pile 3535 E Cook Lot 51                       
Springfi eld IL 62703  
Unit  44  Phyllis Tarvin  500 N Dirksen Pkwy 
Lot 22           Springfi eld IL 62702 
Unit  71 Jeff VanDenBossche  4401 Morris 
St NE Apt 232  Albuquerque NM 87111
Unit  78 Rebecca Dilly  2125 N. 24th St.                        
Springfi eld IL 62702
Unit  147  Todd Perkins  9550 Spring Green 
Blvd Ste 408 Katy TX 77494-3759

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Jacilyn McGinley, Petitioner
vs.
Beau McGinley, Respondent
Case No: 2018-OP-237
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Beau McGinley, this cause has been com-
menced against you in this Court asking for 
an Order of Protection. Unless you fi le your 
Answer or otherwise fi le your Appearance 
in this cause in the Offi ce of the Circuit 
Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 
405, Springfi eld, Illinois, on or before August 
20, 2020, a judgment or decree by default 
may be taken against you for the relief 
asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: July 16, 2020

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Rory M. Stumpf, Petitioner
vs.
Jamel A. Sanders, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-248
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Jamel A. Sanders, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you fi le your Answer or otherwise fi le your 
Appearance in this cause in the Offi ce of 
the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, San-
gamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., 
Room 405, Springfi eld, Illinois, on or before 
August 13, 2020, a judgment or decree by 
default may be taken against you for the 
relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: July 9, 2020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
KYLE JOSEPH CASTLEBERRY
For change of name to      
KYLE JOSEPH ODEM
Case NO.: 2020-MR-512
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on Sep-
tember 8, 2020 I will petition in said Court 
praying for the change of name from KYLE 
JOSEPH CASTLEBERRY to KYLE JOSEPH 
ODEM pursuant to the statute in such case 
made and provided.
Dated: July 16, 2020    

Fish bait?                         Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 645  Puzzle answers 
from this week 
will appear here 

next week

 Crossword answers from #644

 Sudoku answers from #644

 JoshJosh answers from #644

 JoshJosh  by J. Reynolds - No. 645
Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column, 
and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the 
target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

 Diffi culty medium

 Sudoku   No. 645
 Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

 Diffi culty medium
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