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Spring has arrived.

I know this not because of weather or roar 

of lawnmowers. I know because Monty has 

moved.

For 15 years now, my pet snake has been 

reliable as Halley’s Comet, Old Faithful and 

that 1994 Ford Taurus I never should have 

sold. Each fall, around Halloween, Monty 

Python slithers under one of his fake rocks 

– he (or she) has two from which to choose – 

and stays there until winter ends, coiled and 

motionless. Perhaps he is hibernating, but 

snakes lack eyelids, so whether he’s asleep is 

hard to tell. About this time of year, he sticks 

snout out from beneath the rock, his way of 

saying “Feed me.” Not exactly Punxsutawney 

Phil, but less trouble than a groundhog.

Nothing can rush this rite of spring.

Not long ago, I caught a mouse. Nora, 

my freeloading cat, showed no interest 

when I dangled squeaking prey within paw’s 

reach. Not wanting to waste a perfectly good 

rodent, I put it in Monty’s cage. He’d last 

eaten fi ve months prior. 

Monty always has been provided 

euthanized rats, frozen, then thawed in baths 

of warm water until reaching a temperature 

right for a rodent instantly dead from 

massive heart attack and so seemingly fresh 

to a pea-brained python craving live or the 

next best thing. Th is, I thought, should be 

interesting.

My snake remained under fake rock 

while the mouse sniff ed over there and 

then over here, seemingly more curious 

than frightened. It did not scurry, nor did 

it seem panicked, as it moved about the 

enclosure, nose a-twitch, checking things 

out. It examined most every corner and 

cranny before crawling beneath the resin fake 

stone to join Monty – the last place it hadn’t 

investigated.

A python getting serious isn’t silent. I 

awaited the “Whap!” that happens when a 

snake launches – even with carrion, they 

go through the motions, digging fangs into 

fl esh while wrapping body around body, 

constrictor fashion, all in a millisecond. I 

waited. And waited. And waited some more.

Finally, I reached into the cage, carefully, 

having learned that a hand near snake 

in vicinity of rodent can be dangerous 

to thumb. Like anyone, pythons make 

mistakes. I fl ipped over the rock. Monty and 

mouse appeared to be snuggling. He looked 

awake, or at least looked up, with mouse 

unperturbed, tight by his side. I put the rock 

back and left them to their business.

An hour or so later, Monty made a 

rare late February appearance, crawling 

from beneath the fake rock, heated by a 

thermostat-controlled thingy, to underneath 

the pretend rock, unheated, on yonder side 

of cage. Th e mouse stayed put. I found it 

dead the next morning, under the rock where 

it had bedded down with Monty. No autopsy 

was performed.

Monty remained on the cold side of his 

cage until last week, when he looked out, 

expectant, and got what he was looking for. 

Th ere is one less rat in my freezer, and will 

be many fewer, if history holds, as spring and 

summer run their courses. It is hard, I guess, 

to teach old snakes new tricks.

WANT TO GET VACCINATED? Consider 

getting arrested. Sangamon County Sheriff  

Jack Campbell reports that shots weren’t 

particularly popular last week when inmates 

were off ered the Johnson and Johnson jab. 

One third – 111 of 336, to be precise – of 

prisoners locked up on April 7 signed up, 

but 28 changed their minds when their date 

with the needle arrived. Another nine, plus 

14 jail employees, took their place – all told, 

106 folks received shots. Th e next round of 

vaccinations, the sheriff  says, will happen 

when 10 prisoners raise their hands. Every 

jail employee has been off ered vaccination, 

according to Campbell, but only half of the 

staff  has taken advantage. Somewhere, Jonas 

Salk and Louis Pasteur, not to mention more 

than 21,000 Illinoisans dead since pandemic 

began, roll in their graves.

IN THE WIND: Work has started on a 

Morgan County wind farm expected to 

produce suffi  cient electricity to power 

more than 100,000 homes. Crews are 

building roads and foundations for 107 

turbines that should be in place in eight 

months, according to an email from Mas 

Jabrixio, spokesman for Apex Clean Energy, 

a Virginia-based company that secured 

necessary permits from Morgan County 

late last year. Th e project will stretch over 

36,000 acres. Proponents once had plans 

for turbines in Sangamon County, where 

opposition was staunch; Jabrixio writes that 

none are planned outside Morgan County. 

“We’ve been dealing with this off  and on 

for 10 years,” says Sangamon County Board 

Chairman Andy Van Meter. “Th ere may be 

some places in Sangamon County where 

they’re appropriate, but I think they’re most 

appropriate in areas that are extremely rural 

in character.”  

Contact Bruce Rushton at
brushton@illinoistimes.com.

OPINION

Friends ask: “Why hasn’t Mike Madigan been 

indicted yet? After all, he has been under 

investigation for what must be a couple of 

years now.”

My answer: It’s because the federal pros-

ecutor is not confi dent he can prove that the 

former Illinois House speaker personally did 

anything illegal.

I defi ne public corruption as receiving 

unearned personal gain at taxpayer expense. 

Th ere are obviously illegal forms of corrup-

tion – as well as “legal corruption.” In the 

latter, there is political gain, but not provable 

personal gain.

Several decades ago, there was passionate 

debate in Springfi eld over Illinois ratifi cation 

of the U.S. Equal Rights Amendment (an 

eff ort which then failed narrowly in Illinois). 

As the debate raged, in the state Capitol and 

within earshot of others, a woman baldly 

off ered a legislator $500 or so if he would 

vote for the ERA Amendment. Th at is clearly 

an act of public corruption, and she was 

convicted for same, as I recall.

Similarly, Chicago Alderman Ed Burke 

has apparently been caught on a telephone 

wiretap saying he was holding up a needed 

city license until a small-time restaurant owner 

agreed to sign up with Burke’s law fi rm for 

property tax appeal work. Again, if shown 

to be so in court, that represents seeking 

personal gain in return for releasing a license 

he controlled. 

But, if no one gains personally, and there 

is never a communication between an offi  cial 

and a possible bribee about a quid pro quo, 

then where is the illegality?

Mike Madigan has been legend for 

decades in Springfi eld for never putting his 

fi ngerprints, or voiceprints, on anything. He 

doesn’t use email or the phone; instead, he 

winks and nods, say some insiders, and you 

can’t indict a guy for winking. 

Nor has he apparently received any 

personal gain from governmental transactions. 

He hasn’t had to, because he has made his mil-

lions heading a law fi rm that does property tax 

appeal work in Chicago – most big building 

owners sign up to be represented by Madigan.

Th is is a hallowed scam, you might say, 

in which assessors, some of whom have 

been handmaidens of Madigan, jack up city 

building assessments. Th en a property tax law 

fi rm like Madigan’s (Th ere are half a dozen, all 

deeply connected to Chicago Dem politicos.) 

goes in and appeals for the property owner 

Why Michael Madigan 
hasn’t yet been indicted
GUESTWORK | Jim Nowlan

Police problems seem so much easier to solve when they are in another state. Local questions involving 
police use of force, or hate speech on the internet, or minority recruitment, seem not as extreme as 
issues far away, and so go unattended. Neglected more are systemic inequities in our own businesses, 
churches or neighborhoods. The closer to home racism gets, the harder it is to change. We’d rather fi x 
Minnesota. –Fletcher Farrar, editor and CEO

Editor’s note

Wild kingdom
Life and death while seasons turn
UPON FURTHER REVIEW | Bruce Rushton

continued on page 5

Monty snuggles with a mouse, his fi rst roommate.
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 LETTERS
We welcome letters. Please include 
your full name, address and telephone 
number. We edit all letters. Send them 
to editor@illinoistimes.com.

PLAN FOR TRAINS LEAVING
Linear park? It will be railroad 

tracks covered in weeds 

(“Reimagining downtown,” 

April 1). Th ey sound confi dent 

that all this money will show 

up. I hope they are right. After 

spending hundreds of millions 

of dollars to reroute the trains, 

it seems like maybe a plan 

for the Th ird Street corridor 

should already be in place.

Mark Dean
Via Facebook/illinoistimes.com

THANK A LIBRARY WORKER
April 8 was National Library 

Workers Day. Join me in 

thanking all the people who 

are employed or volunteer at 

public and private libraries 

for the dedication they have 

to serving people. Library 

people off er us access to 

some very important tools 

of learning in the books, 

newspapers, magazines, 

photographs, maps, 

documents, videos, audio 

recordings and more that 

they share, in the computers 

and related trainings they 

provide and in the form of 

the recommendations they 

off er to make our reading 

experiences more adventurous 

and fulfi lling.

Th e members of the 

Academy of Lifelong Learning 

at Lincoln Land Community 

College are very thankful 

to have partnered with area 

libraries for the current 

success of the NEA Big 

Read of 2021 in Sangamon 

County (continuing through 

April 30). Please take time 

to write a note or voice your 

appreciation to these special 

people.

Judy Wagenblast, chair of the 
steering committee for the 2021 
NEA Big Read 

DISPARITIES IN MENTAL 
HEALTH SERVICES
For years, it has been well-

documented that African 

American youth have 

underutilized mental health 

services (“Working for equity,” 

April 1). Th is is particularly 

problematic, given the number 

of Black youth that have 

mental and behavioral health 

challenges.  Findings from the 

National Comorbidity Survey 

– Adolescent Supplement 

demonstrate that nearly half of 

African American respondents 

(46.8%) experienced a mental 

health disorder before the 

age of 18. Black youth are 

diagnosed with behavioral 

and conduct disorders at a 

signifi cantly higher rate than 

white youth, but services are 

not sought out.   

African American 

adolescents are signifi cantly 

less likely to have seen or 

talked with a mental health 

professional for a major 

depressive episode. Th ey are 

signifi cantly less likely to 

have an outpatient visit for a 

mental health problem than 

their white counterparts. 

Identifying the barriers 

associated with utilizing 

mental health services for 

African Americans is essential 

for reducing racial disparities 

in mental health treatment 

and the consequences of 

unaddressed mental health 

needs. Th ese disparities exist 

even among insured African 

American families and those 

who live within proximity to 

mental health professionals.  

In understanding African 

American youths’ mental 

health, one should be mindful 

of whether the youth, and 

their caregivers, have a 

primary care source. Also, do 

providers accept Medicaid or 

are private plans and services 

off ered on a sliding scale 

basis?  Additionally, there 

needs to be a regular push to 

educate caregivers, youth and 

minority communities on 

the importance of identifying 

mental and behavioral health 

needs and services. 

Th ere is a call to identify 

the factors that hinder African 

American youths’ path toward 

obtaining mental health 

services.  Who will adhere to 

the call?

Alice Lillian Ivy-Wilson
Springfi eld

Un-name-able poem #1  

recently an image on facebook showed 
tan grey brown darkish slightly mottled  
perhaps “ground” I was puzzled why such   
an odd scene of nothingness was pictured  
I scrolled up then hit the stark edge the 
“horizon” of this whatever above apparent   
“sand”: total blackness and centered in that   
black blank a bright still orb size of a BB –
US! EARTH! fi rst photo from surface of mars      
I saw this familiar stranger as palimpsest  
so small so silent so totally alone in the void  
yet I know it to be teeming with competitive 
though cooperative life from its fi rst bacteria –   
and so overwhelmingly vulnerable! my  
throat contracted eyes teared up, overfl owed 

2021 Jacqueline Jackson

clients. 

And voilà, the assessment is reduced to about 

where it should be. Everybody wins, you might 

say: Property owner gets a tax reduction, and 

an elected offi  cial/private attorney like Madigan 

“earns” a big fee outside government. All per-

fectly legal corruption.

But, has Madigan done anything actually 

illegal? I don’t know, and I am guessing the U.S. 

attorney for the Northern District of Illinois 

doesn’t know either – or worries he can’t prove in 

court – that Madigan has done so.

To paraphrase an old saw about grand juries 

and their proclivity to indict: A criminal trial jury 

today would convict a ham sandwich if it wore 

a “Re-elect Mike Madigan” T-shirt. But, would 

such a conviction stand up on appeal today, in 

light of recent U.S. Supreme Court decisions 

that circumscribe the defi nition of what consti-

tutes illegal public corruption?

Which gets us to the politics of U.S. at-

torneys in Chicago. Th ey have a greater than 95 

percent conviction rate over the years in public 

corruption cases. Many top elected offi  cials, 

like our late Governor Jim Th ompson, got their 

jumpstart in politics as corruption-busting U.S. 

attorneys, who put away lots of ‘bad guys.” Th us, 

a U.S. attorney hates to lose in court. It’s not 

only embarrassing, but it dulls the luster on his 

or her career.

For the past couple of years, the U.S. at-

torney’s phalanx of lawyers has been squeezing 

Madigan associates about what the speaker 

might have said, might have done.  In that 

regard, I have a good friend who was “measured 

for a striped suit” (He did time.) as part of the 

conviction of former Illinois Governor George 

Ryan. 

Friend said this about the grilling by prosecu-

tors of politicos close to someone they are after: 

“Th ey are brutal. Th ey threaten to send you off  

to the slammer and throw away the key. Th ey 

threaten your wife, your family. Th ey scare 

you so bad you could understand if a person 

admitted to something that wasn’t even true, if it 

would get the feds off  his back.”

So, will Madigan be indicted? I don’t know. 

If he is, you can bet the U.S. attorney is confi -

dent he can convince a jury – and higher courts 

on appeal – that Mike Madigan is guilty of illegal 

corruption.  

For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior fellow 
and political science professor at the University of 
Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. He has worked for 
three unindicted governors and published a weekly 
newspaper in central Illinois.

Why Michael Madigan 
hasn’t yet been indicted
continued from page 3

A Capitol Avenue train trestle would be converted to a plaza under a plan drawn up a decade ago.
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School board shake-up
Two new members could help sway decisions on return plans

EDUCATION | Rachel Otwell

Th e Springfi eld Public Schools Board of Education 

will soon welcome two new members who could 

shift the balance on decisions like the best way for 

students to return in the fall. Both are newcomers 

to public offi  ce and work in the medical fi eld. Both 

were also endorsed by the Springfi eld Education As-

sociation, which represents teachers in District 186.

Erica Austin, who won the Subdistrict 6 seat, 

is deputy director for the offi  ce of community care 

at SIU School of Medicine, where she’s assisted 

COVID-19 testing and vaccine eff orts. She’s also 

pursuing a Ph.D. in higher education administra-

tion. Austin beat Tom Shafer, a retired fi refi ghter 

and frequent candidate for local offi  ce, and Michael 

Washington, a former District 186 employee and 

volleyball coach.

Buff y Lael-Wolf, who will represent Subdistrict 

5, works in information management at HSHS St. 

John’s. She has a background in pediatric nursing. 

Lael-Wolf beat incumbent Tiff any Mathis, the CEO 

of Boys and Girls Clubs of Central Illinois, who 

voted against the desire of the teachers’ union when 

it came to the decision of when students should 

return to classrooms.

A voice for students
Erica Austin grew up on the east side of Springfi eld, 

where she now resides. She’s a graduate of Southeast 

High School and credits District 186 with her 

successful career. Before joining SIU, Austin was a 

parent educator at Jeff erson Middle School from 

2009-2012. She also worked for 4-H, and said she 

helped the club become more inclusive, getting 250 

new youth involved, many of them Black.

Austin said she has been drawn to work with 

youth based on her own experience in after-school 

programs, such as one sponsored by the Springfi eld 

Urban League. She said school should be a place 

for students to learn skills and tools, not just book 

smarts. Austin said as a high school student, she 

didn’t have the best ACT and SAT scores. “If you 

looked at my standardized tests, you wouldn’t think 

that I’d be where I am today.” But, she said, she 

had teachers and mentors who invested in her and 

pushed her toward college. Austin said she wants to 

continue to expose students from diverse back-

grounds to new opportunities.

Austin will replace Judith Johnson, the longest-

serving member ever on the District 186 board. Her 

fi rst win was in 2001. Johnson spent many of the 

past two decades as the only Black board member. 

Austin said she was recruited by the local Demo-

cratic party to run to replace Johnson, once she 

announced she would not run for reelection. “She 

was a trailblazer,” Austin said of Johnson. Austin said 

she plans to continue Johnson’s work to amplify the 

voice and needs of Black students. “I have a strong 

support system that’s going to hold me account-

able.”

Black students are now the majority in District 

186, at 40.7% compared to 40.2% of white 

students. Th e percentage of Black teachers is far 

behind, at 7.1%. Austin said recruitment is one 

thing, but retaining Black teachers is a major 

challenge. She said in order to see better retention, 

the community needs to place a higher value on 

the Black teachers and staff  it already has. Austin 

worked to do that this past February. In honor of 

Black History Month, she regularly made Facebook 

posts highlighting various Black employees in 

District 186. “Th e teachers that I recognized were 

ecstatic.” Austin said recognition and appreciation 

go a long way.

Mom on a mission
Buff y Lael-Wolf has a daughter who attends a 

District 186 elementary school. She said she had 

never considered running for public offi  ce before 

the pandemic. But as she watched school board 

meetings as a parent to try to get a sense of decisions 

being made, “I grew concerned and had a lot of 

questions.”

Both Austin and Lael-Wolf are proponents 

of getting kids back to school, but along with the 

teachers’ union, question the decision to have hybrid 

learners return for four-day weeks for the rest of the 

school year. Th e new schedule started April 6. Th e 

superintendent has said it will mean hybrid students 

get 11 more days of in-person instruction than they 

would otherwise. But Lael-Wolf said she has heard 

from teachers that at least half of those days will be 

spent on getting into a new routine. Th e teachers’ 

union said it would have preferred to spend the 

energy focusing on summer school and fall return.

On Jan. 4, in a 4-3 vote, the board decided to 

reopen schools for hybrid learners, even though 

public health guidelines it had previously approved 

weren’t met. “Th e metrics were not just moved, 

they were taken away, they were disregarded,” and 

that created distrust of the board in the community, 

said Lael-Wolf. Meanwhile, while everyone realizes 

in-person is the best option for most students, 

Lael-Wolf said, her own daughter, who has autism, 

has adapted well to remote learning. “Th ere are 

some kids who actually thrived and did very well.” 

She said she’d like to see a remote option remain 

available beyond the pandemic to students whose 

learning styles better match it.

Lael-Wolf also agreed with Austin that more 

needs to be done to recruit and retain teachers of 

color. She said there also needs to be more attention 

given to the 1974 federal consent decree to deseg-

regate District 186, which is still in eff ect. She said 

she’d like to see a dedicated working group to ad-

dress how to reach full compliance with the decree.

A new dynamic
Both elected school board members said they believe 

the school board receives more public attention 

now than in previous years. Both said school board 

members should conduct themselves in the same 

manner students are encouraged to uphold – with 

respect toward others, even during disagreements. 

Austin and Lael-Wolf will be seated next month. 

Th ey could help create a majority vote in favor of 

decisions backed by the teachers’ union.

Meanwhile, in Chatham, three female candi-

dates who campaigned together on a  platform of 

diversity and inclusion were successful in their elec-

tion bids. Th e trio includes Tiff ani Saunders, who 

will be the fi rst-ever Black member of the Chatham 

school board, as well as Andrea Rediger and Ann 

Strahle. Th ey beat the incumbent school board 

president, William Brewer. Th e fourth candidate to 

win in Chatham was Laura Calderon.   

Contact Rachel Otwell at rotwell@illinoistimes.com.

SHOTS FOR ALL
COVID-19 vaccination appointments 
are open and free of charge to all 

above the age of 16. Appointments are 
available at the Sangamon County Department 
of Public Health (SCDPH) website – scdph.org. 
The county operates a site at the fairgrounds 
with the Pfi zer vaccine, which can be given 
to people age 16 and older. At its building on 
South Grand Avenue, the county is giving the 
Moderna vaccine, which is for those 18 and 
older. Across the country, Johnson & Johnson 
dosages have been put on hold. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention suggested 
the pause as it reviewed data on blot clots 
it deemed “extremely rare” – reported in six 
women out of the nearly 7 million people 
in the U.S. to get a Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine. A CDC media briefi ng was planned 
for Wednesday, April 14. SCDPH director, Gail 
O’Neill, told NPR Illinois that while more than 
2,000 Johnson & Johnson dosages had to be 
shelved, the department will have plenty of 
vaccines of the other varieties in the coming 
weeks for its planned clinics. Health care 
providers and pharmacies in Springfi eld are 
also offering vaccines. A spokesperson for 
Memorial said a clinic in Taylorville planned 
for April 14 and 16 had to be canceled due to 
the Johnson & Johnson pause, but otherwise, 
planned clinics would be able to utilize the 
other forms of the vaccine.

CAP
CITY

NEWS

WHERE’S THE MONEY?
From coast to coast, the journalism 
landscape long has been marked by 

turmoil. Most recently, Alden Global Capital – 
boo, hiss! – a hedge fund notorious for gutting 
papers such as the Denver Post so that they 
become a shadow of such papers as the 
State Journal-Register, is seeking control of 
Tribune Publishing Co., owner of the Chicago 
Tribune, the Baltimore Sun and a few others 
once or still proud newspapers, where scribes 
are terrifi ed. A hotel owner has put together a 
competing offer to Tribune shareholders aimed 
at making everything good, or, at least, better, 
for readers. We’re not sure how that might 
turn out. Experts at not making money in the 
news game are scheduled to convene at 6 
p.m. on April 28 for a virtual panel discussion 
on nonprofi t journalism, put together by the 
public affairs reporting program at University 
of Illinois Springfi eld, that will feature folks 
including Dawn Rhodes, senior editor with 
Block Club Chicago, a nonprofi t that’s broken 
such stories as vaccines intended for the poor 
diverted to Eric Trump and his neighbors, as 
well Jeff Rogers, editor of Capitol News Illinois, 
which has made state government news 
affordable for papers everywhere. To register, 
go to http://go.uis.edu/NPJ

CAP
CITY

(Left) Buffy Lael-Wolf  PHOTO BY RAINA KOLBA
(Right) Erica Austin PHOTO COURTESY ERICA AUSTIN
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Gambling addiction can cost people massive 

amounts of debt and disrupt relationships and 

careers. But it’s not as identifi able as substance 

addictions, according to Mercedes Kent. “It’s not 

a matter of willpower,” she said. “Th is is a brain 

disease.” Kent is a treatment provider and supervi-

sor at Gateway Foundation, which runs addiction 

treatment centers, including one in Springfi eld. 

Gambling expansion is a moneymaker for the 

state, but as it expands, so do the rates of gam-

bling disorders, Kent said.

Kent spoke as part of a recent weeklong series, 

hosted by Gateway, addressing gambling addic-

tion throughout Illinois. Speakers included public 

health and addiction treatment professionals and 

various lawmakers, both Democratic and Repub-

lican. Many agree that while gambling taxes bring 

in revenue Illinois sorely needs, the state has an 

obligation to help people who suff er as a result.

Th e symptoms of gambling addiction are 

similar to substance use disorders, said Kent. As 

tolerance builds, some people feel the need to 

spend more time and money gambling. People 

with a gambling addiction can suff er withdrawal 

symptoms, similar to other addictions. Treatment 

also can be similar – swapping bad habits for 

healthy ones, focusing on self-care and identifying 

and avoiding triggering environments.

But identifying the disease is harder because 

there are no clear physical symptoms from a gam-

bling addiction. Stigma also aff ects the willingness 

of municipalities to pay for treatment, according 

to Kent. Some believe addictive gambling is dif-

ferent from substance abuse. “Once the high from 

the gambling has started, the brain makes chemi-

cal changes that aff ect the way a person behaves, 

thinks and acts,” said Kent. Th is makes “problem 

gambling” a disease, not a choice.

State Sen. Kimberly Lightford, D-Maywood, 

and others have said more awareness and 

education around gambling addiction is needed. 

During a Gateway panel discussion in March, for 

“Problem Gambling Awareness Month,” she said 

the state has a responsibility to put the needed 

resources into prevention and recovery services.

State Sen. Patrick Windhorst, R-Metropolis, 

said treatment options for more commonly recog-

nized addictions are already scarce in the district 

he represents. Gambling addiction services are 

even harder to come by, so “we need to make sure 

we are expanding those eff orts – prevention and 

treatment,” he said.

A 2019 law allowed construction of six more 

Illinois casinos, one of which will be in Rockford. 

Municipalities receive 5% of revenue generated by 

video gaming terminals in Illinois. Th e terminals 

are located at places like bars and restaurants. But 

since the pandemic, revenue projections dropped 

drastically. 

Meanwhile, online sports betting has become 

a popular gambling option in Illinois. Gov. 

JB Pritzker signed an executive order last year 

allowing gamblers to sign up online during the 

pandemic. Traditionally, both online and in-

person gamblers are required to register at a casino 

or racetrack with a photo ID. Some argue ending 

the executive order and requiring in-person regis-

tration again is an economic mistake. 

Problem gambling is often diagnosed as a 

comorbid condition, meaning it is diagnosed with 

other disorders such as depression, anxiety or per-

sonality disorders. “Th e thing is we want to treat 

them concurrently,” Kent said. “Th ey do play off  

of each other,” so holistically treating a patient is 

important, she said.

Last November, Pritzker launched a $500,000 

gambling study to research addiction. Surveys and 

a literature review were conducted, along with the 

design of a pilot gambling treatment program. 

As a result of the eff ort, Gateway established a 

youth treatment group and has screened more 

than 4,000 people for problem gambling, said 

Kent. A report on the survey and pilot program 

is expected to be completed and published this 

year.  

Contact Madison Angell at
mangell@illinoistimes.com.

Gambling losses
For individuals, the cost is mental, not just fi nancial

PUBLIC HEALTH | Madison Angell
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“Decolonizing” performance art
Springfi eld panelists discuss making arts more inclusive

CULTURE | Madison Angell

Performing arts are largely based on an 

“Anglo-Saxon, English perspective,” accord-

ing to Reggie Guyton, a Springfi eld-based 

performer, director and activist. Th eater is es-

pecially Eurocentric, said Guyton – its origins 

are credited to the Greeks. Newer works, like 

the 2015 musical Hamilton, help de-center 

this perspective and broaden audiences, he 

said. Th e musical features performers of color, 

hip-hop and other modern genres to tell the 

story of the fi rst U.S. treasurer.

Guyton spoke as part of an April 5 panel 

hosted by the University of Illinois Springfi eld 

(UIS) about the intersection of racial equal-

ity and the arts. He said leaders in the fi eld 

should have ongoing relationships with diverse 

audiences to create inclusive performance art 

pieces.

“Ballet is seen by many as the epitome of 

dance in American culture,” said Tiff ani Saun-

ders during the panel. She is a UIS African 

American studies professor and was recently 

elected to the Chatham public school board. 

She said she’d like people to consider jazz, 

Indigenous and tap dance as American dance 

styles with as much value as ballet.

When “classic” is elitist
Despite being introduced to “classical” violin 

and dance training as a child, Saunders hadn’t 

questioned what the term “classical” signaled 

in performance art until later in her adult life. 

As a professor, she decided to build a class 

based on that question. Dance is a cultural 

product. It is shaped by class, gender, ethnicity 

and tradition. And because of this, Saunders 

said, ballet “should be understood as an ethnic 

or folk dance of Europe.” She also teaches 

about the ways dances and music have been 

used in history. Tap dance, for example, was 

an encrypted way for enslaved people to com-

municate. Jazz dance and music are rooted in 

African American spirituals and celebratory 

traditions.

Acknowledging and valuing this history 

helps build a picture of American performing 

arts that is more inclusive than it has tradi-

tionally been, said Saunders. While ballet is 

a European dance originating in the courts 

of kings and queens, there are other forms of 

dance that can be considered classic American 

forms. Saunders said in most schools the roots 

and utility of diff erent kinds of performing 

arts like jazz or Indigenous dances are unfor-

tunately “undiscussed and unexamined.” Th e 

roots of music and dance genres have been 

all but ignored, especially in how we think 

about and teach dance in America. Th at says 

a lot about how race functions, according to 

Saunders.

Recommendations
During the panel, Guyton talked about his 

experiences as a Black community actor and 

focused on issues directors and arts organiza-

tions can ponder, like, how to build authentic 

relationships with the communities they want 

to serve. Guyton said leaders should also think 

about the level of interaction between their 

organizations and marginalized communities, 

as well as turnout for auditions and events.

He also suggested those spearheading proj-

ects should consider audience and participant 

age, race and gender, and whether an audience 

refl ects a community’s makeup. Guyton said 

the cost of attending and participating in 

productions can exclude people from certain 

identities. Off ering discounts, prime seating 

and help with transportation can ensure a 

program is cast and presented in an equitable 

fashion.

He also urged art directors and boards to 

consider barriers to participation or atten-

dance, such as access to child care. “When 

you give artists of color the ability to dream, 

they’re able to visualize and produce content,” 

said Guyton. When you give them the tools, 

access and space to also invite family, friends 

and communities, the outcome can be genu-

inely inclusive, Guyton said. Making these 

considerations, particularly before casting, 

promotes inclusion and can expand audiences.

Teaching students about normalized stan-

dards in American dance and history is one 

way Saunders works to “decolonize” perform-

ing arts. Saunders teaches about theories that 

explore underlying white and elitist hierar-

chies. In addition to her work at UIS, she is a 

co-founder of Hip-Hop Xpress, a school bus 

turned mobile recording studio. Th e project 

is funded by the U of I. Th e bus is taken to 

underserved communities and its recording 

and production services are off ered free of 

charge. “We fi gure out where there’s a need 

and we park it in that community,” Saunders 

said. “We have to bring in things that are 

familiar to youth.” Off ering relevant services 

gets youth excited and involved, she said.

Only when organizations take both an 

academic and community-driven approach 

to decolonizing the arts will people realize 

there’s more to appreciate “than just the status 

quo,” said Guyton. “Th ere’s more than just the 

traditional way of knowing things.”  

Contact Madison Angell at
mangell@illinoistimes.com.

The Hip-Hop Xpress is a mobile recording and production 
studio.  PHOTO BY BLAKE WOOD, UIS
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Th e Sangamon County courthouse is scheduled for 

a $16.7 million makeover that would transform the 

fi rst and second fl oors and move the coroner’s offi  ce 

into its own building on Dirksen Parkway.

Th e county board on Monday approved 

$278,000 for design work on the project, with 

construction expected to begin in November and 

conclude in the spring of 2023. A planned entrance 

atrium with a staircase leading to an upper level 

would replace cramped quarters at the current 

entrance, where courthouse visitors go through metal 

detectors no one envisioned when the building was 

constructed 30 years ago.

Th e public now isn’t allowed in stairwells, which 

can result in crowded elevators and parties on 

opposing sides of legal matters standing next to each 

other. Th at can be a security concern, says Sheriff  

Jack Campbell. Th e recorder’s offi  ce, treasurer’s 

offi  ce and assessor’s offi  ce will be on the fi rst fl oor, 

along with the county clerk, plus a courtroom and 

an offi  ce for the circuit clerk where cases can be fi led 

and traffi  c fi nes paid. County board offi  ces will be 

on an upper level overlooking the atrium.

Th e entrance will be moved to the north side of 

the building, once a planned transit center for buses 

and trains is built as part of a railroad relocation 

project now underway that is expected to move 

trains from downtown to 10th Street by the end of 

2025. A four-level parking ramp next to the center 

would provide parking for courthouse visitors.

Th e rail relocation project will displace the 

sheriff ’s evidence storage area. During a virtual 

presentation on the project last week, Campbell 

would not disclose the location of the planned 

new evidence storage area, citing security concerns. 

Th e county has budgeted $1.5 million. Th e same 

amount has been allocated for a standalone coroner’s 

offi  ce and morgue on Dirksen Parkway, on county-

owned property near a juvenile detention center.

Th e county never has owned a morgue. Th e 

planned facility would be accomplished with 

donations of equipment such as sinks and autopsy 

tables from Memorial Medical Center, where 

autopsies now are performed, says Sangamon 

County Coroner Jim Allmon. Th e facility, also, 

would be used to conduct autopsies for eight 

other central Illinois counties, he said, and would 

be similar to a morgue in Bloomington, where a 

forensic pathologist employed by McLean County 

conducts autopsies for several jurisdictions.

Dr. Nathaniel Patterson, the county’s forensic 

pathologist who works for the coroner’s offi  ce, 

performs about 200 autopsies each year for 

Sangamon County, Allmon says, and about 150 

each year for other counties that pay him separately. 

Th e National Association of Medical Examiners 

recommends that pathologists perform no more 

than 250 autopsies each year. Allmon said that he is 

aware of the recommendation and is not concerned. 

Th e county would collect morgue fees from other 

jurisdictions that Allmon sets at $175 per autopsy, 

and the county no longer would have to pay the fee 

for autopsies now performed in morgues it doesn’t 

own.

Talk of a regional morgue dates back years, 

including a decade ago, when a consultant 

recommended that Sangamon County keep an 

elected coroner’s offi  ce rather than move to an 

appointed medical examiner, which the consultant 

determined would increase costs by $300,000 a year.

“It’s been a long time coming,” Allmon says. “I 

hope it happens. We’re off  to a good start.”

Th e coroner’s offi  ce now has vehicles parked at 

one location, equipment stored at another and offi  ce 

space at a diff erent spot, with no place for bodies. 

Th e planned morgue would have room for 30 

corpses, he said.

“We’ve operated out of at least fi ve diff erent 

locations,” Allmon said. “Logistically, it’s been a 

nightmare.”  

Courthouse renovation planned
Coroner would get separate building

GOVERNMENT | Bruce Rushton

The planned Sangamon County courthouse renovation would feature a staircase and fi rst-fl oor access to offi ces.
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“We are extremely proud of Alana Giselle 

Banks’ historic electoral victory for the 

Decatur Public Schools District 61 Board of 

Education,” said Brian Johnson of Equality 

Illinois in a statement after her win on Tues-

day, April 6. Banks is believed to be the fi rst 

Black transgender woman who will serve on 

a public school board in the U.S. LGBTQ 

civil rights supporters hope her win will help 

inspire others to run for public offi  ce.

Banks owns a paralegal support fi rm 

and also works for a transgender health care 

company. News of her historic win has been 

covered across the country. She spoke with 

Illinois Times for the following interview, 

which has been edited and condensed for 

clarity and length.

You’re only 25 years old, but you have 
many years of activism and policy experi-
ence. Can you tell us about how and why 
you fi rst got involved?
During my younger years I struggled a lot 

with academics. Getting into extra-curricular 

activities like student government was some-

thing that kept my attention in school. It 

helped me overcome obstacles with learning 

disabilities and behavioral issues.

Before that, I had spent a lot of time 

suspended. I had skipped around to several 

diff erent schools, so by the time I was in 

high school, I felt unprepared. When I was 

15, the superintendent at the time, Gloria 

Davis, recruited me to join her Superinten-

dent’s Youth Advisory Council at Eisenhower 

High School in Decatur. Th at was my fi rst 

involvement in district aff airs.

I struggled with my sexuality in high 

school. I was outed by an administrator to 

my parents, and that changed the course of 

my life. Since then, I became an advocate for 

LGBTQ+ issues. I started researching orga-

nizations like the Human Rights Campaign.

Fast forward, I graduated high school 

and I was identifying as a gay male. I didn’t 

transition until I was 22, when I was at 

Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Th at was when I started to become myself. 

I got an internship with the U.S. Depart-

ment of the Interior, where I helped work 

on LGBTQ+ policies for federal employees. 

In addition, I’ve lived in Los Angeles, New 

York and Chicago. I wanted to bring that 

experience, knowledge and information back 

to my community.

What has your experience been, being 
openly transgender in Decatur, and what 
does this win signify in terms of represen-
tation?
Th is area is part urban, part rural. Th e mind-

set is still often what you might expect in a 

rural area. And so after transitioning, a lot of 

people I respected lost respect for me. It was 

very tough. I had to leave Decatur to start 

my transition. And it wasn’t until I felt more 

comfortable and confi dent in my decision to 

transition that I decided to move back.

I think my win is good for our commu-

nity because people can see that no matter 

who you are or your background, we all have 

the same goal – to better our community. 

A lot of people around here are uneducated 

about queer issues.

In addition to this being a win for the 

LGBTQ+ community at large, it’s also good 

for trans people of color. Generally, in the 

media, we’re not represented well. I’m glad 

to know that I could be a vessel of positive 

change, it’s not just about me.

Can you tell us about the Pride Project 
you created for Decatur Public Schools 
District 61?
That was released about a year ago. It was 

a collaborative effort with others and we 

picked different policies that had worked 

for other school districts in the country. I 

presented and submitted the plan to the 

Decatur public school district for review.

It was created with the goal to inform the 

district about trans and gender-nonconform-

ing students and has ways to protect them 

from issues like bullying. It outlines various 

ways the district can make a difference 

when it comes to LGBTQ+ inclusion. We 

were fairly successful in getting it out there 

and recognized by the public. But it ended 

up not getting passed by the current board 

members. So that’s first on my to-do list.

You’ve talked about the importance of get-
ting kids back in the classroom, but also 
creating a permanent e-learning option. 
Can you summarize your goals for that?
There are students who are like I was. They 

may have learning disabilities or behavioral 

issues, and e-learning can help them. There 

are also students who suffer from chronic 

illnesses who benefit from remote learn-

ing. This could also impact our dropout 

rate. Instead of suspending or expelling 

students and them dropping out, we could 

offer this option of continuing education at 

home.

What else do you want people to know 
about this historic win?
I have been getting so much news cover-

age, but I want to acknowledge that there 

is another LGBTQ+ person who also won 

a seat on the Decatur school board in this 

election – that is Kevin Collins-Brown, who 

is openly gay. Before us, as far as I know, 

we’ve never seen openly queer people rep-

resented here in Decatur. And I’m going to 

be the only African American serving on the 

school board. There’s a lot of pressure, but 

I’m very excited to get started. And I hope I 

can make my community proud.  

Contact Rachel Otwell at
rotwell@illinoistimes.com.

Alana Banks of Decatur makes her-story
Banks is fi rst Black trans woman to win a public school board seat in U.S.

EQUITY | Rachel Otwell

Alana Banks PHOTO COURTESY FACEBOOK.COM/ALANAFOR61



April 15-21, 2021  |   Illinois Times  |   11

SHOP LOCAL                                    Support local businesses



12  |  www.illinoistimes.com  |  April 15-21, 2021



April 15-21, 2021  |   Illinois Times  |   13

“Why are there caterpillars in your lunchbox?” my 

father asked my elementary school-aged self. 

What is your fi rst memory of butterfl ies? When 

you think of butterfl ies, do you picture a monarch? 

How would you feel knowing there are 90% fewer 

monarchs now than there were in the 1990s? 

Unfortunately, this is true, and in December 2020 

they became a candidate under the Endangered 

Species Act, meaning monarchs meet the defi nition 

of an endangered species, (“listing...is warranted”) 

but they are not currently being protected. 

Each monarch weighs as little as a paperclip. 

It takes four or fi ve generations of these butterfl ies 

to fl y up from mountain forests in Mexico every 

spring to as far north as Canada. By late summer, a 

single super generation emerges to travel the entire 

2,500 miles back to Mexico for overwintering. 

Th ey lay their eggs only on milkweed plants and 

monarch caterpillars feed only on milkweed as they 

grow into adults before they fl y off  and eat sugary 

fl ower nectar. Did you know monarchs are the 

Illinois state insect? 

In the Midwest, a major cause of monarch 

decline is thought to be the loss of two-thirds of 

all milkweed since 1999, largely due to glyphosate 

use and herbicide-resistant crops as more acres are 

converted to cropland. Milkweed planting remains 

one immediate action that may be taken and is 

believed to be the conservation measure that will 

have the greatest impact. And, in 2017, milkweed 

became the Illinois state wildfl ower.

In an attempt to avoid monarchs being listed as 

endangered, and the regulations that would follow, 

the Mid-America Monarch Conservation Strategy 

was started with a 16-state regional goal of adding 

1.3 billion milkweed stems. Th e Illinois Monarch 

Project (IMP) has established a statewide goal of 

adding 150 million of those milkweed plants by 

2038. 

Introducing IMP’s Route 66 Monarch Flyway: 

a 66-mile-wide corridor from St. Louis to Chicago 

with the goal of restoring habitat, including 

milkweed and native wildfl owers. So, if you plant 

within 33 miles of I-55, you are contributing to 

this collaborative eff ort. 

An example of a completed project is that 

of Alana McKean, curator of the woody plant 

collection at Starhill Forest Arboretum. With help 

initially from PORTA High School horticulture 

students, in 2019 more than 900 “plugs” were 

planted on the square in Petersburg. 

Springfi eld residents Susan Helm and Francy 

Cobern partnered with the Springfi eld Park Dis-

trict to develop pollinator pockets at Bunn Golf 

Course, Comer Cox Park, Kennedy Park, Stuart 

Park, Vredenburgh Park, and Washington Park. 

In Elkhart, Mona Maas and Cassidy Clark are 

currently planting over 70 native species from now 

through May. 

Th e local Sangamon Valley Group of the Sierra 

Club has grant approval for future projects at 

Douglas Middle School and Enos Park Community 

Garden. Sustainable Springfi eld Inc. is working on 

projects on Clear Lake Avenue and at the Spring-

fi eld Art Association (Go to  “subcommittees”  

“vegetation” on the website to sign up).

Finally, IMP is urging mayors and other heads 

of local government to take the National Wildlife 

Federation’s Mayors’ Monarch Pledge for their com-

munity, choosing any number of actions from an 

extensive list – the deadline for sign-up is April 30. 

Locally, Springfi eld’s Mayor Jim Langfelder and Pe-

tersburg’s Mayor Rick Snyder have already pledged. 

Th e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has esti-

mated up to an 80% probability of population 

collapse for all monarchs east of the Rockies within 

50 years. May we come together to ensure that 

doesn’t happen.  

Erin Kirkpatrick is a lifelong learner, 
physician assistant and Sangamon Val-
ley Group of  the Sierra Club volunteer. She 
once hiked the entire Appalachian Trail.

Making monarchs more sustainable
GARDEN | Erin Kirkpatrick
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Orange conefl ower (black-eyed Susan) in Petersburg.  PHOTO BY ALANA MCKEAN.

What can I do?What can I do?

Plant milkweed and other native plants  –Plant milkweed and other native plants  –
check out Central Illinois Native Plant Swap on Facebook.check out Central Illinois Native Plant Swap on Facebook.

Reduce using pesticides, herbicides and insecticides.Reduce using pesticides, herbicides and insecticides.

Share information about the Illinois Monarch Project on social media (#ILMonarchProject) Share information about the Illinois Monarch Project on social media (#ILMonarchProject) 
and pledge as an individual or organization. http://illinoismonarchproject.org/ and pledge as an individual or organization. http://illinoismonarchproject.org/ 

Encourage your municipality to sign the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge.Encourage your municipality to sign the Mayors’ Monarch Pledge.
www.nwf.org/MayorsMonarchPledgewww.nwf.org/MayorsMonarchPledge

Reduce areas of mown lawn and remove invasive plants that take over,Reduce areas of mown lawn and remove invasive plants that take over,
such as honeysuckle and wintercreeper.such as honeysuckle and wintercreeper.

Advocate saving grasslands and natural spaces.Advocate saving grasslands and natural spaces.
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In the not-so-distant past, many people relied on 

their home as a place that resembled something 

more of a pitstop than an oasis where they chose to 

spend the majority of their free time. Between work, 

school, recitals and practices of all kinds, families 

considered themselves lucky if they were able to 

coordinate their schedules enough to allow time to 

gather around the table to share a quick meal. Until 

recently, spending large chunks of time at home 

hasn’t been something that our on-the-go culture 

has prioritized, but when COVID hit last spring, 

families were suddenly spending more time at home 

than they ever dreamed possible. 

Faced with a global pandemic and nowhere to 

go, people were suddenly forced to fi nd ways to 

merge their living space with their working, playing 

and learning spaces. In light of these unexpected 

situations, the demand for home remodeling 

skyrocketed as people tried to adapt their houses to 

accommodate this new reality. 

 “I guess what’s really surprised me is how we’ve 

stayed so incredibly busy during COVID,” says 

Aaron Acree, owner and construction manager 

of Michael von Behren Builder, Inc. “Initially, I 

thought we might slow down. Everywhere you 

looked, restaurants and businesses were closing their 

doors, but the exact opposite happened to us. In 

fact, 2020 was probably a record year for us.” 

Heather Sobieski, co-owner of Buraski Builders, 

agrees with Acree. “Initially, when COVID hit, I 

decided to shut everything down. I stayed in the 

offi  ce the fi rst week and it was pretty quiet, but by 

the second week, I was answering the phone like 

crazy. People were calling nonstop with remodeling 

projects. I thought for sure that clients would stop 

calling or cancel already scheduled projects, but it 

went in the exact opposite direction.”

As far as the type of remodeling requests 

the builders have been getting throughout the 

pandemic, Acree said that when it was warmer, von 

Behren Builder’s clients focused more on outdoor 

living remodels and construction. 

“People were spending so much more time at 

home than ever before. Th ey wanted to be able to 

enjoy nature and stay socially distanced from each 

other, and one of the safest ways for them to do that 

was to have us build decks, patios and add screened-

in porch additions onto their homes,” he said. Now 

that the weather has gotten colder, Acree says that 

they’ve seen an increase in kitchen and bathroom 

remodels. “I think that people are fi nally getting 

around to updating rooms that they may have been 

wanting to change for a while, but the outlook is 

completely diff erent than it was prior to COVID. 

Before the pandemic, customers maybe wanted one 

thing updated, but now it’s like, ‘Okay, I want this 

new stove, and I need you to build me an entirely 

new kitchen to go with it.’”

Likewise, Buraski Builders is getting its fair share 

of calls from clients requesting additions. Sobieski 

says that they haven’t noticed any specifi c projects 

that are more popular than others, but like Acree, 

says people are tackling projects that they may have 

been putting off .

“Th e remodel requests that we are getting now 

seem to be more personal than they used to be,” she 

said. “It’s not like everybody’s seeing other people 

redo a bathroom and then suddenly they want a 

new bathroom, too. Instead, they are really focused 

on the personal spaces in their homes that they’ve 

wanted to improve for a while.”

Despite the positive impact all of this 

remodeling has had on construction companies, 

there is a downside to the recent boom in home 

improvement. Since the pandemic, lumber and 

other types of building materials have become 

signifi cantly more expensive and much harder to 

fi nd. In fact, some items that used to be readily 

in stock and accessible to builders are now taking 

upwards of 10 weeks to arrive. 

“Th ere is a high demand for materials right now, 

but lumber companies are going through the same 

thing everyone else is. Th ey might have reduced 

their workforce because of COVID guidelines and 

sometimes they have to shut down,” says Sobieski. 

“Th e other thing is, last fall we had hurricanes and 

wildfi res all over the country. Experts predicted that 

this spring lumber prices would go down, and I 

just kept thinking that couldn’t possibly be right.” 

According to the National Association of Home 

Builders, lumber prices have increased 130% since 

April 2020, which has increased the cost of building 

a single-family home by around $16,000.

Looking ahead, it’s hard to say what the future 

of home remodeling and construction will look 

like. With people spending more time at home, 

some experts predict we might see a decrease in 

developments with open fl oor plans and opt for 

homes with more closed off  and separate living 

spaces, which would ensure a certain level of privacy 

if the need should arise. 

“I haven’t seen that yet,” said Sobieski, “but no 

matter how big your house is, if everyone is working 

and schooling from the same place in their home, 

it sometimes feels like there is nowhere to go. Th at’s 

not functional or sustainable for anyone.  I think 

that we are really starting to think diff erently about 

our use of space.”   

Lana Shovlin is a freelance writer from Springfi eld 
who has been working from home along with her 
husband and three children since March, resulting 
in a basement remodeling project to create a space for 
virtual schooling.

Pandemic leads to a boom 

in home remodeling
HOME | Lana Shovlin
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A kitchen remodel by Buraski Builders. People are eating at home more and deciding now is the time for updates 
and improved functionality.  PHOTO COURTESY OF BURASKI BUILDERS
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Garden and nature events

HOME & GARDEN | Stacie Lewis

Petunias for Moms and Pets
April 8-30, Th u-Fri. Th e Animal Protective League is 

selling hanging baskets of petunias and wave petunias 

in a variety of colors from Wolf Creek Farms. Th ey 

make a great Mother’s Day gift or buy some for 

yourself.  Your purchase will help sick, injured and 

homeless animals. Order online at apl-shelter.org. 

You can also call in your order or drop it off  at the 

shelter. Animal Protective League, 1001 Taintor Road, 

217-544-7387.

Enos Park Spring Fundraiser
April 8-30. Th u-Fri. Beautiful geraniums, hanging 

fl ower baskets and pots provided by Seaney Farms. 

Each plant is full and will last all summer, if kept 

watered. Pick up is May 3, 11am-1pm and 5-8pm 

at the Springfi eld Art Association, 700 N. Fourth 

St. Th e sale directly supports beautifi cation projects 

throughout Enos Park. Order online at epnia.com/

fl owers. 217-747-8337.

Native Plant Sale
April 17, Sat, 10am-12pm. Small quantities of some 

popular native plants, particularly spring ephemerals, 

as well as a few trees and shrubs. Masks and social 

distancing are required. Hosted by the Starhill Forest 

Arboretum. Sale is at the Petersburg Public Library, 

220 S. Sixth St., Petersburg. 217-632-3685.

Mushroom Workshop
April 17, Sat, 10am-1pm. Learn the dos and don’ts 

of growing oyster and shiitake mushrooms on 

cottonwood and oak logs. Participants will get logs 

they will inoculate themselves. Bring a hammer and 

cordless drill with a 5/16 bit. Call to make reservations 

and get more information. Space is limited. $25-

$30. Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary, 9560 Withers Road, 

Loami. 217-525-1410.

Earth Awareness Fair
April 17, Sat, 11am-4pm. A family friendly event with 

exhibitors, animals, hands-on activities, art, music, 

workshops, games, contests and food. Hosted by the 

City of Springfi eld. springfi eld.il.us. Reservations 

suggested. Free. Henson Robinson Zoo, 1100 E. Lake 

Shore Dr. 217-789-2255.

Botanical Drawing and Journaling
April 17, May 15 and June 19, Sat, 3-5pm. Brush 

up on your botany skills and get inspired to write 

and draw with Friends of Sangamon Valley director 

Vernon LaGesse. Space is limited. Reservations 

are required, as are masks. Free. Donations 

welcome. Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary, 9560 Withers 

Road, Loami. 217-525-1410.

Spring Lawn and Garden Sale
April 17-18, 8am. Shop for your lawn and garden 

supplies – plants, garden art, grills, mowers, decks, 

landscaping supplies and more. COVID-19 

guidelines will be followed. Hosted by 104.5 

WFMB. Bank of Springfi eld Center, 1 Convention 

Center Plaza, 800-745-3000. 

Herb and Flower Seedling Sale

April 22, Th u. Ongoing as supplies last. Donations 

are asked for the seedlings so as many families as 

possible can enjoy the fl owers, herbs and vegetables 

that are grown without chemicals. After the sale, 

remaining seedlings will be donated to those in 

need. Vegetable seedlings will be available in May. 

Call for ordering information or visit the Facebook 

page for more information. Jubilee Farm, 6760 Old 

Jacksonville Road. 217-787-6927.

Orchid Basics Workshop
April 24, Sat, 9am-12pm. An open house-style 

workshop. Bring your own orchid for repotting for 

a small, $3-$6 fee. Free. Washington Park Botanical 

Garden, 1740 W. Fayette Ave. 217-546-4116.

Sound Scape
April 24, Sat, 10-11am. Step away from the noise 

and enjoy time listening to the sounds of nature. 

Following a time of refl ection and quiet, participants 

are invited to walk the trails. Part of the NEA Big 

Read: Sangamon County. Registration required by 

calling. Free. Jubilee Farm, 6760 Old Jacksonville 

Road. 217-787-6927.

Prairie Days
June 5, Sat. An open house with outdoor activities 

and events for the whole family, such as bird banding 

and tours with area experts highlighting birds, 

wetlands and fl owers. Hosted by the Friends of 

Sangamon Valley and Monarch Landscaping and 

Garden Center. Free. Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary, 

9560 Withers Road, Loami. 217-525-1440.

Th e Butterfl y Lady
June 12, Sat, 10am-2pm. Rhonda Brady, who’s on 

a mission to save the monarch butterfl ies, will pay a 

visit with her butterfl y bus, a colorful classroom and 

greenhouse on wheels. See Elkhart’s new native plant 

habitat at the village entrance. Event includes a mini 

pollinator pocket giveaway, craft tables and food 

vendors. Village of Elkhart, 209 Governor Oglesby 

St., Elkhart. 217-947-2083. 

Sunset Tour
June 13, Sun, 7pm. Experience the prairie as day 

fades to night and see the land conservation eff orts 

of Th e Friends of the Sangamon Valley. An easy walk 

on mowed paths through the prairie. Th e nature 

center is air-conditioned and has restrooms. Led by 

FOSV director Vernon LaGesse. Free. Donations 

welcome. Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary, 9560 Withers 

Road, Loami. 217-525-1410.
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HOME &

GARDEN

Like most people, my husband and I look 

forward to springtime as an opportunity to 

freshen things up in and around our house. 

As the weather warms up and the sunny days 

grow longer, we love turning up the radio (he 

enjoys cleaning to Fleetwood Mac), opening 

up the windows and clearing out the clutter.  

On any given Saturday, from the end of 

March to the early days of summer, you’ll 

most likely find us going through closets and 

bagging up clothes that no longer fit, wiping 

down baseboards, washing windows, dusting 

blinds and window ledges and flipping our 

mattresses. If we aren’t working inside the 

house, chances are we’re outside sweeping 

patios, raking flower beds, filling bird feeders 

and pruning back our overgrown rose bushes. 

Usually, the entire process leaves us 

feeling completely re-energized and has a 

profound effect on our physical and mental 

well-being, but this year, no matter how 

much cleaning and purging we did, I still felt 

like some rooms in our home were drab and 

dingy. Looking around and taking stock of 

all the things we had done, I realized that the 

rooms that bothered me most were the foyer 

and the bathroom, and I didn’t think it was 

any coincidence that those are the two rooms 

in our house that were wallpapered. 

Three years ago, when we first moved 

in, we made plans to take the paper down, 

but with small children and busy schedules, 

it was hard for us to find time to tackle 

the project. Then, before we knew it, years 

had passed, the wallpaper was still hanging 

around and the thought of removing it felt 

overwhelming. Even though we agreed that 

we definitely wanted it gone, both of us 

know how much of a drudgery removing 

wallpaper can be, and because of that, we 

would make up any excuse to delay the 

project.  

Then, one morning this spring, I was 

standing in our bathroom staring up at the 

tiny, weird, topiary bushes that covered 

our walls and decided I couldn’t take it any 

longer.  Walking downstairs, I announced to 

my husband that I was going to immediately 

start taking down the paper. In a world where 

everyone on HGTV is trying to convince us 

that wallpaper is making a comeback, I’ve 

spent the last few afternoons standing on a 

stepladder, armed with a putty knife in one 

hand and an adhesive remover-soaked sponge 

in the other, doing my best to remove the 

ancient wallpaper from our lives.

Sometimes, if I’m lucky, I’ll gently tug 

the corner piece of wallpaper and an entire 

panel will effortlessly peel off of the wall in 

one satisfying swoosh. Other times, it takes a 

little elbow grease and a whole lot of patience 

to scrape and tear away the tiniest bits of 

paper, leaving me wondering if wallpaper 

glue is actually just Super Glue on steroids. 

Lucky for me, though, putting the project 

off appears to have worked out in my favor. 

My children have been fascinated with the 

entire process, and listening to their oohs 

and aahs each time they come into a room 

(almost) makes all of the messy work worth 

it. They are eager to help any way they can, 

and even though their hands are small, they 

definitely make for lighter work.   

Lana Shovlin is a freelance writer and mother 
to three amazing kids. She plans to spend the 
next couple of date nights with her husband 
picking out paint swatches.

A wall makeover
HOME | Lana Shovlin

Cecilia, age 6, and Leo, age 3, have enjoyed helping 
with wallpaper removal.  PHOTO BY LANA SHOVLIN
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HOME &

GARDEN

Th e old adage, “Out with the old and in with the 

new,” is applicable to so many aspects of life. It 

even applies to spring gardening. Although Mother 

Nature eff ortlessly brings forth new growth each 

year, there are a few simple tips to get the most 

beauty out of your perennial fl ower garden.

Th e fi rst item on every gardener’s to-do list, 

according to Joan Buckles of Pleasant Nursery, 4234 

W. Wabash Ave., is to clear away all dead foliage 

from the garden in order to expose new growth 

to the sun. Th is applies to herbaceous perennials 

common to central Illinois such as conefl ower, 

hosta, peony, bearded iris, daylily and black-eyed 

Susan, to name a few. Th ese plants have delicate 

stems that die back to the ground at the end of the 

season, leaving the roots to survive the winter. New 

growth comes forth from the ground each spring. 

Candi Scheuermann, garden center manager at 

Green View, 3000 W. Jeff erson St., said once you 

wake up the garden by clearing away debris, add the 

trimmings to the compost pile.

Next, prune perennials that have a wood-like 

stalk, such as roses, clematis and hibiscus. Buckles 

explained that perennials such as hydrangea and 

butterfl y bush can be pruned after new growth is 

detected on the branch. However, if the winter has 

been harsh, these perennials may die back to the 

ground; don’t assume the plant is dead until you look 

for new growth at ground level. She also suggested 

pruning clematis back to 1 foot above ground. 

Th is is also the time for dividing and 

transplanting perennials if your garden is mature 

and the fl owers are spreading and fi lling their space. 

Perennials will show some of the following signs 

when they need divided: reduced fl owering or 

smaller fl owers, a hole in the center of the plant with 

growth only around the edges, the plant fl ops and 

needs staking, it loses its vigor or it has outgrown its 

bounds.

Scheuermann said although plants are a month 

earlier in their growth pattern due to warmer than 

usual weather, it is still the right time to divide and 

transplant. She advises transplanting before a plant 

has leafed out, so the sooner the better. However, 

Buckles warned against dividing irises and peonies in 

the spring and suggested dividing those at the end of 

August instead.

Overall, dividing perennials is an easy task that 

requires a shovel, a sharp knife and a new spot 

for transplanting. Simply dig up the entire plant’s 

root ball, use the knife to divide it and put those 

divisions into their new location. Th is is also the 

perfect opportunity to share the beauty of your 

garden with a friend by putting the new starts 

into plant liners to give as a gift.When digging the 

new hole, make it larger than the root ball being 

transplanted. 

Scheuermann recommends mixing one part 

compost to two parts soil for the backfi ll. She said 

the compost should be just enough to loosen the 

soil and create a happy place for the roots to grow. 

However, “Don’t make the new hole too friendly 

because the roots will stay there,” she noted. Th e 

objective is to get the roots to establish the plant 

by working to branch out in search of water and 

nutrients. Scheuermann joked, “It’s like if you make 

the basement too comfy, the kids may not want to 

move out.”

Lastly, once the garden’s spring cleaning 

checklist is completed, Buckles suggests spreading 

1”-2” of hardwood mulch over your perennial 

garden to keep the moisture in and the weeds 

out. She said mulch is preferred over rock, since 

rock retains heat and makes the garden too hot 

for perennials. Keep mulch light around irises, 

no more than 1”, due to the fact that their root 

system runs on top of the ground and heavy 

mulch will rot the roots.

If you are short on time but still want the 

beauty of a fl ower garden, perennials are the way 

to go. Th ey require minimal upkeep and provide 

a great return on investment by displaying more 

and more beautiful color each growing season.

As a result of families being home more last 

year due to COVID-19 and the fact that garden 

centers were considered essential businesses, 

Scheuerman said business was brisk. 

 “So many people have found comfort and 

peace in gardening and being in nature. A lot 

of young people got excited about vegetable 

gardening and growing house plants. People 

felt safe outdoors and walking around a garden 

center,” she said.  “My entire staff  witnessed the 

positive takeaway that it was good to see people 

happy and doing things with family. Putting your 

hands in the dirt is very grounding.”  

Holly Whisler is a freelance writer from Springfi eld 
who enjoys gardening and is in the process of dividing 
perennials to share with friends. 

Spring cleaning 

for your garden
GARDEN | Holly Whisler
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BOOKS

Springfield’s back yard
Lake Springfi eld’s story is told in a fun new history

BOOKS | James Krohe Jr.

Is there any other place that fi gures so centrally in 

the social, recreational and erotic life of so many 

Springfi eldians from so many backgrounds? A 

summer evening with a fi shing line in the water, 

listening to the waves lapping on the old dam steps. 

Watching the moon rise over the water with a lover. 

Paddling about in the backwaters, where muskrats 

had the right of way. Motoring around the lake 

roads with the windows down on a muggy night

It is hard to imagine Springfi eld without its 

lake. It is even harder to imagine that Springfi eld 

actually built it. How it built it, and with what 

result, is the subject of a new photo history, Lake 

Springfi eld in Illinois: Public Works and Community 

Design in the Mid-Twentieth Century. Its authors are 

two well-known useful citizens hereabouts, Robert 

Mazrim and Curtis Mann. 

Mazrim, currently archaeologist at the Illinois 

State Archaeological Survey, is the author of articles 

and six books about the archaeology and history 

of the Midwest, including Th e Sangamo Frontier: 
History and Archaeology in the Shadow of Lincoln. 

Mann describes himself too modestly as a history-

minded librarian who is the manager of Lincoln 

Library’s Sangamon Valley Collection and author 

or coauthor of many books, articles and pamphlets, 

including 10 pictorial books about the history of 

Springfi eld. 

Lake Springfi eld is not a natural body of water, 

of course, but an impoundment to capture piled-

up creek water. A new municipal water supply 

reservoir had been recommended in the 1925 city 

plan by damming the Sangamon River, but the 

planner’s future would give way to the engineers, 

and in the early 1930s the lake was built instead on 

two tributary streams of the Sangamon (Salt and 

Lick creeks) rather than on the Sangamon itself.

Initially intended solely as a water supply, 

it soon served double duty as a source of steam 

for the boilers at a then-massive new city-owned 

power generating plant. Th e lake also off ered 

recreational amenities that made it a summer 

resort for the people. It would be hard for today’s 

Springfi eldians to imagine how their municipal 

forebears looked forward to such pleasures, having 

suff ered intermittently through the 1930s from 

hideous heat waves in an era in which residential air 

conditioning was rare.

To the original swimming beaches and parks 

and public boat docks were eventually added 

a nature center, golf course, zoo, an outdoor 

musical theater, marinas and camps. Later, the lake 

became known as an exclusive residential retreat, 

although for many years a house on the lake was 

the opposite of posh. Th e early lake houses were 

mostly converted summer cottages or rehabbed 

farmhouses and Quonset huts built to house the 

construction workers who built the lake. A few 

such structures housed poor persons’ country clubs 

in the form of private clubs where mail carriers and 

fi refi ghters, even reporters, frolicked like bankers.  

Th e lake was a gift of Springfi eld’s present to 

its future but it was delivered at some cost to the 

area’s past. Th e site had been inhabited for many 

thousands of years. Evidence (we learn) of these 

occupations survive, from stone spear points, to 

the old quarry from which the stone for the 1837 

Statehouse was built, to a remnant of the Edwards 

Trace, the Indian trail/wagon road that ran along 

the high ground that forms the eastern shore of 

the lake. Converting it all to a lake required that 

farmhouses in the fl ood zone be bought and torn 

down, roads dating to the 1800s abandoned or 

rerouted, and woods cleared; the village of Cotton 

Hill was scrubbed from the landscape, and only the 

name survives. 

Th e city added as well as subtracted. Th e 

original infrastructure included some very good 

buildings and bridges in the form of the municipal 

water treatment plant, the beach house, the 

Lindsay Bridge, the original Lakeside power plant. 

In the 1930s, the city built well enough that 

everything survived 80 subsequent years of neglect 

by the city. Where things had to be replaced, they 

were replaced with inferior materials. (If you can 

buy it at Home Depot, it’s good enough for the 

public.) As a result, every emendation made by 

public authorities since the water crept up to the 

top of the dam has made it shabbier and uglier. 

In fact, the lake itself will become a relic in 

time. Th e photos in “Building a Lake” remind us 

that the unwatered lake, for example, is remarkably 

shallow. Humans build lakes and nature unbuilds 

them, as reservoirs gradually become fi lled with 

soil washed into them. Beneath a photo of an 

inundated farm that bordered the creek valley we 

read, “Th e cornfi elds would never be seen again.” 

In fact, cornfi elds might well be seen again on, not 

next to, Lake Springfi eld.

Not everyone will feel cheated by a volume that 

doesn’t dwell on such aspects of the lake’s past. Th is 
one off ers the pleasures of the family album if your 
parents kept better notes. Th e book is divided into 
seven sections devoted to images of housing, fun 
stuff , the power plant and so on, each introduced 

with a brief scene-setting essay. Some readers 
will miss an index and a high-quality map of the 
present lake to orient those not intimately familiar 
with the geography of the area, but the prose is 
clear, the images are ample. Mazrim contributes 
many originals in color and Mann retrieved historic 
images from the riches of the Aladdin’s cave that is 
the SVC.  

Th e drawbacks of pictorial histories are 
pretty plain. What can’t be shown is not talked 
about, and the reader will fi nd little beyond the 
barest mention of the remarkable Spaulding 
brothers or the woeful stewardship of the 
lake and environs by Springfi eld city councils 
– although they do acknowledge the racism 
that once informed policies toward public 

recreational facilities. 

It is only a minor criticism to note that the 

authors’ subtitle suggests a work of grander 

scope. Each of the events and places and issues 

described in dozens of these images could 

sustain a chapter in the full-length narrative 
history that needs to be written about the lake 
and the experiment in municipal socialism that 
spawned it. Perhaps it will inspire someone to 

write it. 
Lake Springfi eld is a reminder of what well-

thought-out public infrastructure investments by 
farsighted governments can mean to a city. Th e 
decades-long dithering over Lake Springfi eld II 
suggests that the city of Springfi eld could never 
pull off  a similar undertaking. Th at should make 
readers all the more grateful that it managed to do 
it once.  

City Water, Light & Power is unusual in its 
commitment to keeping and sharing its own 
history; see https://www.cwlp.com/Images/

CWLPHistory/Lake75PampForWeb.pdf. James 

Krohe has written often about Lake Springfi eld; 
see “Lake Springfi eld etc.” at https://www.

jameskrohejr.com/springfi eld-nature-environment.

Diving boards at public beach house.  PHOTO COURTESY SANGAMON VALLEY COLLECTION 
Lake Springfi eld in Illinois: Public Works and Community Design in the Mid-Twentieth Century, by Robert Mazrim and Curtis 
Mann. America Through Time, 2021, $23.99. 
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Mother sauce
Invite hollandaise and its relatives to your table

FOOD | Ashley Meyer

Th e fi rst spears of asparagus began popping up 

through the soil in my garden last week. Likewise 

the spinach seeds that I planted way back in 

February are fi nally showing their true leaves and 

it won’t be long until these much anticipated 

spring delicacies make their appearance on our 

table. When they do I know exactly how I’m 

going to serve them – swathed in bright, creamy 

sauce hollandaise. One of the fi ve French “mother 

sauces,” hollandaise is an essential component of 

Eggs Benedict, but it isn’t limited to brunch. Drizzle 

it over plump spears of steamed asparagus, a fi llet 

of grilled salmon or serve it alongside succulent 

sautéed spinach. 

Th is mother sauce has several children, or 

delightful variations on the classic, such as sauce 

béarnaise, which is arguably the most luxurious 

steak sauce imaginable. Hollandaise is also open 

to nontraditional interpretations. Once you’ve 

mastered the method, try adding your own favorite 

fl avors, such as a spoonful of smokey chipotles in 

adobo sauce, or substituting lime juice and cilantro 

for the lemon juice. 

Hollandaise sauce is an emulsifi cation of egg 

yolks, lemon juice and melted butter. Like so 

many classic French recipes, its preparation is at 

once simple and technically tricky. Th e traditional 

method of preparation involves whisking egg 

yolks and lemon juice over a double boiler before 

whisking in melted butter. Th e diffi  culty lies in 

not allowing the eggs to overheat and turn into 

scrambled eggs. And if the butter is poured in too 

fast the sauce can sometimes “break,” or separate. 

If this happens, try whisking in a teaspoon of hot 

water a drop at a time to bring the sauce back 

together, or you can beat up another egg yolk then 

slowly whisk the broken sauce into the additional 

egg yolk. In truth, it’s been a long time since I’ve 

used the double boiler method because I always 

have great success with the blender method outlined 

below. Purists may look down upon this technique, 

but it’s generally pretty foolproof and less time-

consuming to prepare. 

Hollandaise sauce 
8 ounces unsalted butter (use the best quality you 

can get your hands on) 

3 egg yolks 

1 1/2 tablespoons lemon juice

½ teaspoon grated lemon zest 

1 tablespoon water 

½ teaspoon salt (use less if using salted butter) 

A pinch of cayenne (optional) 

Classic method: 

Melt the butter in a small saucepan. Place the egg 

yolks, lemon juice, water, salt and cayenne (if using) 

in the bowl of a double boiler or in a heatproof, 

nonreactive bowl set over a saucepan of barely 

simmering water. Whisk vigorously for about two 

minutes (be careful not to scramble the eggs) until 

the mixture begins to thicken and the whisk leaves 

a trail in the mixture. Remove from the heat and 

place the bowl on a rolled-up ring of dish towel 

to help stabilize the bowl. Whisking continuously, 

slowly drizzle in the melted butter until all the 

butter has been incorporated and the sauce is thick 

and creamy. Taste for seasoning and add more 

salt or lemon juice as needed. Use immediately 

(sauce can be held for 30 minutes by placing the 

uncovered bowl over hot (but not simmering) water 

off  the heat. Whisk to incorporate before serving. 

Blender method: 

Place the egg yolk, lemon juice, water, salt and 

cayenne in the bowl of a blender. Melt butter in a 

saucepan until it’s bubbling furiously. Th en with 

the blender running, carefully and slowly drizzle the 

hot butter into the blender through the hole in the 

top. Continue to blend for about 30 seconds until 

thick and creamy. Serve immediately or keep warm 

as directed above. (Th e egg will not be fully cooked, 

so folks with compromised immune systems should 

consume this sauce at their discretion.) 

Variations: 

Sauce noisette: Brown the butter before 

incorporating it into the yolk mixture (for more 

on making brown butter check out https://www.

illinoistimes.com/springfi eld/the-magic-of-brown-

butter/Content?oid=12648343).

Sauce Maltese: Delicious with asparagus. 

Substitute 3 tablespoons blood orange juice and zest 

for the lemon juice and zest (or use regular oranges). 

Proceed with master recipe.

Sauce béarnaise: Th is makes ultra luxe steak 

sauce. In a small saucepan combine ¼ cup white 

wine vinegar with a fi nely minced shallot, a 

tablespoon of tarragon and ½ teaspoon cracked 

black pepper. Bring the mixture to a simmer 

and cook over medium-high heat for about two 

minutes until reduced by half. Let cool slightly. 

Replace the lemon juice in the master recipe 

with this shallot-vinegar mixture and proceed as 

directed. 

Sauce Choron: Th is is also served as a classic 

steak sauce, but excellent with seafood such as 

salmon and lobster. If I’m planning to serve with 

fi sh and I’m feeling extra fancy I will sometimes 

omit the tarragon and add a pinch of saff ron 

instead. Prepare the vinegar mixture as directed 

for sauce bearnaise. After the mixture has reduced, 

add one tablespoon tomato paste and proceed as 

directed in the master Hollandaise recipe.  

Ashley Meyer is a fi fth-generation gardener living in 
Springfi eld. She went a bit overboard this year and, 
when she’s not writing or chasing her kids, she’s nursing 
along over 1,800  fl owers, tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplants that she started in her basement weeks ago. In 
the coming days she’ll get to work starting cucumbers, 
zucchini, nasturtiums and who knows what else. 

FOOD

Grilled asparagus with hollandaise sauce.
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Nearly normal music
NOW PLAYING |   Tom Irwin

Well, well, well, it’s been a while coming, but I 

can almost say, things are looking nearly normal 

for music-making on the scene. Not to get too 

far gone on this since it’s still early in the game, 

but you’ll fi nd a good bunch of familiar acts back 

on stage this weekend. 

I’d like to fi rst give a shout out to Stuart 

Smith, a good friend and fabulously gifted singer, 

songwriter and musician who puts a piece of 

his heart and soul into every song and every 

performance. Plus, this Winchester, Illinois, 

resident and frequent Springfi eld performer steps 

out and does cool things with his original music, 

like recording his latest album at the world-

famous Sun Studio in Memphis, Tennessee. His 

release show happening in Jacksonville on Friday 

is sold out, but you can order the CD and/or 

vinyl at StuartSmithMusic.org or his Facebook 

page, or just catch him at his next gig to get 

your freshly autographed copy. Congratulations, 

Stuart, it’s an awesome thing to accomplish. 

It’s a mighty sure sign of sweet stuff  

happening when our Live Music calendar shows 

Th ursday night listings and it’s doubly nice to 

introduce another venue back to the pack when 

Boone’s hosts Me, Myself & Schy for a 6 to 9 

p.m. gig. Th ose curious three names can only 

mean it’s Jeff  Berendt and Schy Willmore as a 

dynamic duo covering a bunch of cool songs 

from the alt-country, Americana catalogue. 

Hip, hip, hooray for that space being used again 

for live shows and here’s to much more music 

coming. 

In the world of Springfi eld cover bands 

and regular booking bars, Friday is really an 

extraordinary night. Even without considering 

the withering year behind us of closed 

venues and show stoppages, the list of groups 

performing is a sight to see and even better 

to hear. Consider Big Daddy Jasper doing it 

up right at the Curve Inn while Brushville 

Unplugged knocks it out at Weebles, just as 

Th e Collective sails into Danenbergers, Boogie 

Chyld gets down at Long Bridge and the Tom 

Grassman Band rock-n-rolls the Blue Grouch. 

It’s the fi rst time in a long time there could be an 

issue deciding where to go and who to see when, 

and that’s just fi ne. 

Saturday ain’t so bad either, with NCR taking 

on the Curve, Smooth Groove working the Blue 

Grouch, Brandi Kristin & the Revival revving 

up Weebles and Black Queen blowing out the 

Main Gate. 

Out-of-town shows are looking good too, 

with Jameson Freeway driving it home at the 

Boar’s Nest in Athens, Risky Rooster Band 

settling in at Daugherty’s in Chandlerville and 

Naughty & Nice bedazzling Don’s Place in 

Jacksonville, while in Pawnee there’s a double 

header of Jeff  Young and the Bad Grandpas 

bopping into 1854 Wine Pub and P-Nut and 

the Shells cracking up at Locals. 

Also, for their Titos & Tulips event, Curate 

hosts After School Special (11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.), 

while the Red Wheelbarrows roll into Shepp’s 

in New Berlin for a Spring Ceilidh (4-7 p.m.) 

benefi ting the upcoming Springfi eld Area 

Highland Games on May 15 at the Sangamon 

County Fairgrounds. Sunday afternoon keeps 

the action happening when Zack Fedor zips it at 

Hill Prairie Winery near Oakford, Jonathan Field 

and Schy Willmore duo it at It’s All About Wine, 

Gracia Harrison fl ips it at the Blue Grouch and 

the Craig Gerdes Band takes it to Danenbergers. 

And to fi nish off  your run, come on down to the 

Alamo for Blue Monday as Charles Tiner shares 

songs from N’Treble, his recently released, long-

awaited debut album. 

Be safe, and see you next week for hopefully 

more normalcy forthcoming.  

Craig Gerdes Band goes outlaw country at Danenberger's Family Vineyard on Sunday.

MUSIC
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THE CALENDAR

n Special Music Events

Classical guitarist W. Mark 
Akin

Sat., April 17, 6:30pm. An online 
concert by an award-winning 
St. Louis-based musician with a 
dynamic on-stage presence and 
musicality. Hosted by the Springfi eld 
Classical Guitar Society. Visit their 
Facebook page for ticket information. 
$10. 217-816-8832.

Songs of Joy, Hope and Freedom
Sat., April 17, 7pm. With singer-
songwriter, storyteller and cultural 
ambassador Reggie Harris who is 
on a mission to educate, entertain 
and inspire. The concert is presented 
by Hickory Ridge Concerts and will 
live stream on their Facebook page. 

309-224-8210.

n Books & Authors

Author Hope Jahren
Sat., April 17, 11am-1pm. Join a 
presentation from the author of 
Lab Girl. Part of the NEA Big Read: 
Sangamon County. Online. llcc.edu. 
Free. 217-786-2432.

n Theater & Comedy

Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, or 
What You Will
A beloved comedy that employs 
mistaken identity, misguided love and 
mistreatment of a pompous servant. 
Live-streamed performances April 
16 and 22. Recordings and post-
viewing Zoom chats with actors and 
company members available April 
17, 18, 23 and 24. uispac.com. 217-
206-6160.

n Spoken Word

Springfi eld Poets and Writers 
open mic
Third Wednesday of every month, 

6-8pm. Read some poetry, prose 
or nonfi ction, whether your original 
work or the work of a favorite 
author. You can also just relax 
and listen. Get the Zoom link at 
springfi eldpoetsandwriters.com. 
Free. 217-725-9058.

n Art & Architecture

Friday Create Night
Fridays, 6-8pm. Bring your own 
materials and make artwork. Slots 
open on the porch as well as inside. 
Masks required. Visit the Dim Art 
House Facebook page to RSVP for 
this socially distanced art event. 
dimarthouse.com. Dim Art House, 
1613 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Restoration of the Dana-
Thomas House

Tue., April 20, 7-8:30 p.m. Mike 
Jackson, the restoration project 
manager, will tell the story of the 
effort to return the house to its 
1910 architectural character. Hear 
about the project, the people and 
the collecting effort that makes the 
Dana-Thomas House one of the 
fi nest Wright houses in America. $5-

$10. 217-788-9452.

n History

A Conversation with Ford’s 
Theatre
Thu., April 15, 7-8pm. Lincoln 
historian Christian McWhirter and 
Sarah Jencks and David McKenzie 
from Ford’s Theatre will discuss the 
theater and its unique history beyond 
Lincoln’s assassination. View on the 
museum’s Facebook page. Free. 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 
112 N. Sixth St., 217-558-8844.

“Something So Horrible, The 
Springfi eld Race Riot of 1908”
Ongoing. This exhibit seeks to 
understand how our past speaks to 
today, expose our tradition of violence 
and reaffi rm our commitment to 
justice and equality. spiaahm.org. 
Donations accepted. Free. Springfi eld 
and Central Illinois African-American 
History Museum, 1440 Monument 
Ave., 217-391-6323.

n Fundraisers

Five-Year Celebration
Sat., April 17, 10am-2pm. Graduation 
parade at 10am. Items for sale 
include wall art, spring pillows, 
Mother’s Day gifts and more. Food 
truck on site. Masks and social 
distancing required. Benefi ts Wooden 
It Be Lovely, a social enterprise that 
hires women in need to refurbish 
and sell donated wooden furniture. 
Douglas Avenue United Methodist 
Church, 501 S. Douglas Ave., 217-
546-4631.

Spring Ceilidh
Sat., April 17, 4-7pm. Traditional 
Scottish social gathering as a 
fundraiser hosted by the Springfi eld 
Area Highland Games, a unit of 
The St. Andrew’s Society of Central 
Illinois. Celebrity bartenders, live 
music and a silent auction. Benefi ts 
the Springfi eld Area Highland Games. 
Shepp’s Bar and Grill, New Berlin, 
111 E. Illinois St., 12172044028.

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
Benefi ts the Prairie Center Against 
Sexual Assault. Register as a team or 
an individual, raise funds with family, 
friends and coworkers, then walk 
your mile anytime through April 24. 
Walking in White Oaks Mall, where 
an information booth is set up, is an 
option. prairiecasa.org. $35 to sign 
up. 217-744-2560.

n Children’s Corner

ALPLM Reading Club
Mon., April 19, 4-5pm. Read The 
First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez 
and join in a discussion about Malú’s 
journey as a12-year-old Mexican-
American punk navigating the world 
of middle school. Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library, 112 N. Sixth St., 

217-558-8844.

Spring Storytime on 
Lincoln’s Lawn

Wednesdays. Spring has sprung. 
Celebrate on the lawn of the Lincoln 
Home National Historic Site for 
an outdoor story time with your 
favorite Lincoln Library librarians. 
No registration needed. Masks are 
required. Lincoln Library, 326 S. 
Seventh St., 217-753-4900.

n Bulletin Board

A Matter of Balance
Mondays, 2-4pm. An 8-week group 
program that emphasizes practical 
strategies to reduce fear of falling 
and increase activity levels for 
strength and balance. Taught via 
Zoom by certifi ed trainer Justin 
Yuroff. Visit the website or call for 
link information. ssoci.org. 217-528-
4035.

Shred and food drive event
Sat., April 17, 9-11am. Safely discard 
your out-of-date paper items and 
make a non-perishable food donation 
for the Central Illinois Food Bank. 
Limited to three bags of paper. Place 
your items in your trunk and they will 
be removed for you. Volunteers will 
be wearing masks and gloves. Free. 
Koch, Sylvia and Associates parking 
lot, 2621 Montega Drive, 217-787-
2435.

n Live Music

Me, Myself and Schy
Thu., April 15, 6-9pm,
Boone's.

3’s Company
Thu., April 15, 6-9pm,
Curve Inn.

Tom Grassman Band
Fri., April 16, 6:30-10:30pm,
The Blue Grouch Pub.

Big Daddy Jasper
Fri., April 16, 6-10pm,
Curve Inn.

The Collective
Fri., April 16, 7pm,
Danenberger Family Vineyards,
New Berlin.

John Drake and the
Risky Rooster Band
Fri., April 16, 6-9pm,
Harvest Market.

Carl Bopp
Fri., April 16, 7-10:30pm,
Lime Street Café.

Boogie Chyld
Fri., April 16, 6:30-10:30pm,
Long Bridge Golf Course.

Brushville Unplugged
Fri., April 16, 7-11pm,

Weebles Bar & Grill.

Jeff Young and the Bad Grandpas
Sat., April 17, 8pm-12am,
1854 Wine Pub, Pawnee.

Smooth Groove
Sat. April 17, 6:30-10:3pm,
The Blue Grouch Pub.

Jameson Freeway
Sat., April 17, 8pm-12am,
Boar's Nest, Athens.

After School Special
Sat., April 17, 11:30am-2pm,
Curate.

NCR
Sat., April 17, 6-10pm,
Curve Inn.

Banjovi, Hawkins and Anne
Sat., April 17, 6pm,
Harvest Market.

Carl Bopp
Sat., April 17, 7-10:30pm,
Lime Street Café.

P-Nut and The Shells
Sat., April 17, 8-11pm,
Locals Bar, Pawnee.

Black Queen and special guest
Sat., April 17, 8pm-12am,
Main Gate Bar & Grill.

The Red Wheelbarrows
Sat., April 17, 4-7pm,
Shepp's Bar and Grill, New Berlin.

Joel Honey
Sat., April 17, 6-9pm,
Slauterhouse Brewing Co., Auburn.

Brandy Kristin & the Revival
Sat., April 17, 6:30-10:30pm,
Weebles Bar & Grill.

Gracia Harrison
Sun., April 18, 2-5pm,
The Blue Grouch.

Craig Gerdes Band
Sun., April 18, 3pm,
Danenberger Family Vineyards,
New Berlin.

Zack Fedor
Sun., April 18, 2pm,
Hill Prairie Winery, Oakford.

Jonathan Field & Schy Willmore
Sun., April 18, 2-5pm,
It's All About Wine.

Charles Tiner
Mon., April 19, 7pm,
The Alamo.

Tom's Turtle Tank Tuesdays
Tue., April 20, 8:30pm,
Facebook with Tom Irwin.

Open mic
Wed., April 21, 6-10pm,
Boone’s. 

ARCHITECTURE | An architect to match aspirations
In 1903 heiress and social activist Susan Lawrence Dana 
commissioned architect Frank Lloyd Wright to remodel her 

family’s 1868 Italianate mansion to better suit her social ambition and 
extravagant entertaining needs. Blessed with a limitless budget, the 
project soon eclipsed the earlier dwelling, leaving only vestiges of the 
original house. Th e vast, two-story barrel-vaulted ceilings of the gallery 
and dining room, complimented by musicians’ balconies, created an 
ideal stage for concerts, lectures and elaborate social gatherings. Th e 
house was purchased by the state in 1981, and painstakingly restored. 
Michael Jackson, preservation architect for the Illinois Historic 
Preservation Agency during the 1987-1990 restoration, will tell the 
story of the eff ort to return the Dana-Th omas House to its original 
architectural character and glory. Th e project was enthusiastically 
supported by Gov. Jim Th ompson, who had a special interest in Illinois 
history, and the state selected Wilbert Hasbrouck as the restoration 
architect in recognition of his work as an early champion of the Prairie 
School design movement and historic preservation. Join this webinar 
to learn the story of the project, the people and the collection eff orts 
that make the Dana-Th omas House one of the fi nest Wright houses in 
America. Reservations required.

Restored Wright
Tue., April 20, 7 p.m.

Zoom webinar
dana-thomas.org

217-788-9452
$5-$10

 THE CALENDAR
 Send us your events! Deadline: 5pm Fri. 
Submit online at: www.illinoistimes.com. 
Email: calendar@illinoistimes.com  
Dates, times and locations are subject to 
last-minute changes, so we suggest calling 
before attending events.
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Real Estate Foreclosure

F20080021 PNC
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY—SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PNC Bank, National Association 
Plaintiff,  
vs.  
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Judith P. 
Ward; Peter J. Ward, Individually and as 
Independent Administrator of Judith K. 
Ward; Joseph Ward; Michael Ward; Kathleen 
O’Brien;   
Defendants.  
CASE NO.   20 CH 173
511 West Allen Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62704
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
Public notice is hereby given that in pursu-
ance of a judgment of said Court entered 
in the above ent-titled cause on February 
23, 2021, I, Sheriff, Jack  Campbell of 
Sangamon County, Illinois, will hold a sale 
on May 4, 2021, commencing at 9:00 AM , 
at the Sangamon County Courthouse,  200 
South Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, 
Room , to sell to the highest bidder or 
bidders the following described real estate, 
or so much thereof as may be sufficient to 
satisfy said decree, to-wit:
Commonly known as: 511 West Allen Street, 
Springfield, Illinois 62704
P.I.N.: 14-33.0-451-031
First mortgage Lien Position; Single-Family 
Residence; Judgment Amount 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) AND (H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), AND 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE 
PURCHASER OF THE PROPERTY, OTHER 
THAN A MORTGAGEE, SHALL PAY THE 
ASSESSMENTS AND LEGAL FEES REQUIRED 
BY SUBSECTIONS (g)(1) AND (g)(4) OF 
SECTION 9 AND THE ASSESSMENTS AND 
COURT COSTS REQUIRED BY SUBSECTION 
(g-1) OF SECTION 18.5 OF THE ILLINOIS 
CONDOMINIUM PROPERTY ACT
Terms of Sale:  CASH – 10% down at the 
time of sale and the balance due within 
24 hours of the sale. All payments for the 
amount bid shall be in certified funds pay-
able to the Sheriff of Sangamon County.
The person to contact for information 
regarding this property is:
Sales Department at Diaz Anselmo Lindberg, 
LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, Suite 120, 
Naperville, IL, 60563, (630) 453-6960. For 
bidding instructions, visit www.dallegal.com 
24 hours prior to sale.
This communication is an attempt to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.
Diaz Anselmo Lindberg, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120
Naperville, IL  60563-4947
630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 | 630-428-
4620 (fax)
Attorney No.   Cook 58852, DuPage 293191, 
Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 03126232
MidwestPleadings@dallegal.com

MARKETPLACE
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In The Circuit Court
For The Seventh Judicial Circuit of Illinois 
Sangamon County, Springfield, Illinois
ESTATE OF
STANLEY EDWARD DICKIRSON, Deceased
Case No. 2021-P-161
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of STANLEY 
EDWARD DICKIRSON. Letters of office 
were issued on March 18, 2021 to VAN T. 
NGUYEN 1304 n. 3rd Street, Springfield, IL 
62702 as Administrator whose attorney is 
William T. Panichi 843 South Fifth Street, 
Springfield, IL 62703 
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the office of the clerk of court, Sangamon 
Courthouse, Springfield, Illinois 62701, or 
with the representative, or both, within 6 
months from the date of the first publica-
tion of this notice. Any claim not filed 
within that period is barred, Copies of a 
claim filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
Dated this 31 day of MARCH, 2021.
Name: William T. Panichi
Attorney for: Van T. Nguyen  
Address: 843 South Fifth Street
City: Springfield, IL 62703  
Telephone: (217) 753-1596

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of:
ROBERT W. LUCASSEN, Deceased.
NO. 2021-P-185
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Robert W. 
Lucassen of Sangamon County, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued on March 
31, 2021, to Lisa Pierce, 15850 Downing 
Road, Waverly, Illinois 62692, as Executor, 
whose attorneys are Barber, Segatto, 
Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, 
Springfield, Illinois 62705. 
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
at the Sangamon County Complex, 200 
South Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62701 or with the representative or both, 
on or before October 8, 2021, and any 
claim not filed on or before that date is 
barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 31st day of March, 2021.
Bernard G. Segatto, III - 06190753
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-4868
bsegatto@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF 
BARRY J. LOCHER, Deceased 
Case No. 2021-P-172
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of BARRY J. 
LOCHER, Letters of Office were issued 
on March
26, 2021 to DEBRA D. LOCHER, 1508 
Noble Ave., Springfield, IL as Independent 
Executor whose
attorney is Donald M. Craven, 1005 N. 7th 
Street, Springfield, IL, 62702.
Claims against the Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Sangamon County Courthouse, Springfield, 

Illinois 62701, or with the Representative, 
or both,
within 6 months from the date of the first 
Publication of this Notice. Any Claim not 
filed within that
period is barred. Copies of a Claim filed 
with the Clerk of the Circuit Court must 
be mailed or
delivered to the Representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
/s/ Donald M. Craven
Donald M. Craven (#6180492)
Attorney for Independent Executor
Donald M. Craven, P.C.
1005 North Seventh Street
Springfield, IL 62702
Telephone: (217) 544-1777
Facsimile: (217) 544-0713

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF GEORGIE L. WILLIAMS, 
DECEASED
IN PROBATE
2021P127
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of GEORGIE 
L. WILLIAMS, of 1920 Creighton Rd., 
Springfield, IL 62704. Letters of Office 
were issued on March 18, 2021, to 
DEWAYNE L.WILLIAMS of 1920 Creighton 
Rd., Springfield, IL 62703 and SHAE 
N. WILLIAMS of 206 W. Canedy, Apt. 5, 
Springfield, IL 62704, whose attorney is 
Bill Nichelson.
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Court at the 
Sangamon County Complex, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701, or with the representative 
or both, within six (6) months from the 
date the of first publication of this notice, 
which is September 30, 2021, or within 
three (3) months from the date of the 
mailing of this notice, whichever is later, 
and any claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative(s) and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
“E-filing is now mandatory for documents 
in civil cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service provider. Visit
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select 
a service provider.
If you need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk with your local 
circuit clerk’s office.”
DEWAYNE L. WILLIAMS
SHAE N. WILLIAMS, Co- Executors
Prepared by:
Bill Nichelson #6237771
Attorney at Law
1330 N. Springfield St.
P.O. Box 290
Virden, IL 62690
(217) 965-1400
nichelsonlaw@gmail.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
THOMAS R. ELLIOTT, Deceased 
NO. 2021-P-000163
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of THOMAS R. ELLIOTT, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on ANNE 

MARITA ELLIOTT to 525 North Portage 
Path, Akron, Ohio 44303 as Independent 
Administrator, whose attorney is Alex B. 
Rabin, Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, 
LLP, 1119 S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL  
62703.  Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL  62701, 
or with the Representative, or both, on 
or before September 24, 2021 or six (6) 
months from the date the Representative 
mailed or delivered a Notice to Creditor, 
whichever is later.  Any claim not filed 
within that period is barred.  Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the Representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
Dated this 24th day of March, 2021.
Alex B. Rabin 
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP 
1119 S. Sixth Street 
Springfield, IL 62703
217-789-1200

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
MARILYN LOUISE SCOTT, Deceased 
NO. 2021-P-187
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of Marilyn Louise Scott, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on April 6, 
2021 to Jonathan G. McCune, 4231 Bissell 
Road, Springfield, IL 62707, as Indepen-
dent Executor, whose attorney is Gregory 
P. Sgro, Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP, 
1119 S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL 62703. 
Claims against the Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the 
Representative, or both, on or before the 
18th day of October, 2021 or three months 
from the date the Representative mailed 
or delivered a Notice to Creditor, which-
ever is later. Any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 6th day of April, 2021.
Gregory P. Sgro
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP
1119 S. Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 789-1200

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
DONNA J. FRITCHMAN, Deceased 
NO. 2021-P-195
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of Donna J. Fritchman, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on April 
6, 2021, to Timothy C. Lonergan, 46 W. 
Fairview, Springfield, IL 62711, and John 
M. Bozis, 1115 N. First Street, Montrose, 
CO 81401, as Independent Co-Executors, 
whose attorney is Gregory P. Sgro, Sgro, 
Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP, 1119 S. 
Sixth Street, Springfield, IL 62703. Claims 
against the Estate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the 
Representative, or both, on or before the 
18th day of October, 2021, three months 
from the date the Representative mailed 
or delivered a Notice to Creditor, which-
ever is later. Any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Representative and to the attorney 

within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 6th day of April, 2021.
Gregory P. Sgro
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP
1119 S. Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 789-1200

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF 
JERROLD CALVIN JOHNSON, Deceased. 
Case No. 2021-P-91
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Jerrold 
Calvin Johnson. Letters of Office were 
issued on February 16, 2021, to Enrico 
D. Johnson of 612 E. Ave. 14, Lancaster, 
PA 93535, as Executor, and whose 
attorney is JAMES R. ENLOW of GATES 
WISE SCHLOSSER & GOEBEL, 1231 South 
Eighth Street, Springfield, IL, 62703.
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Court, San-
gamon County Courthouse, Springfield, IL, 
62701, or with the representative, or both, 
within six (6) months from the date of the 
first publication of this Notice. Any claim 
not filed within that period is barred. Cop-
ies of a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.
Dated this 15th day of April, 2021.
James R. Enlow (#6199891)
GATES WISE SCHLOSSER & GOEBEL
Attorneys at Law
1231 South Eighth Street Springfield, IL 
62703
Telephone: (217) 522-9010
Facsimile: (217) 522-9020 Email: jim@
gwspc.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of WILLARD 
JOHN MELLINGER, Deceased.   
IN PROBATE
NO. 2021 P 155
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of WILLARD JOHN MELLINGER, deceased.  
Letters of Office were issued on March 18, 
2021, to Stephen J. Mellinger and Jerald 
J. Mellinger, Co-Administrators, whose 
attorney is Dwight O’Keefe, Brown, Hay 
& Stephens, 1000 US Bank Building, P.O. 
Box 2459, Springfield, IL 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or 
with the representative, or both, on or 
before October 1, 2021, or three months 
from the date the representative mailed or 
delivered a Notice to Creditor, whichever is 
later.  Any claim not filed within that period 
is barred.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2021.
Dwight O’Keefe
Brown, Hay & Stephens
1000 US Bank Building
P.O. Box 2459 
Springfield, IL  62701
(217) 544-8491

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:  
Lois Ann Schultz, Deceased      
No.  2021-P-152   
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION OF CLAIM DATE
Notice is given of the death of Lois Ann 
Schultz, of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters 
Testamentary were issued on March 18, 

THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
MARK C PAINTER; JACOB PAINTER A/K/A 
JACOB KNEER A/K/A JACOB M KNEER A/K/A 
JACOB M PAINTER; ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTHCARE AND FAMILY SERVICES; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
DEFENDANTS.
NO. 19 CH 000394
3325 SOUTH 4TH STREET SPRINGFIELD, 
IL 62703
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO JUDGMENT 
OF FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on March 10, 2021, Sheriff 
of Sangamon County will on 05/25/2021, 
in the boardroom of the Sangamon County 
Bldg., 200 S. 9th St., Springfield, IL 62701, 
at 09:00 AM, sell at public auction and 
sale to the highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described real estate 
mentioned in said Judgment, situated in the 
County of Sangamon, State of Illinois, or so 
much thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy 
said Judgment:
TAX NO. 22-16.0-230-019
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 3325 South 4th 
Street
Springfield, IL 62703
Description of Improvements: White vinyl 
siding, one story single family home, at-
tached one car garage
The Judgment amount was $128,122.75.
Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” sale for 
“CASH”. The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by certified funds; 
balance, by certified funds, within 24 hours. 
NO REFUNDS.
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments or 
special taxes levied against said real estate, 
water bills, etc., and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and without recourse 
to plaintiff. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the bid amount, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion. Prospective bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all information.
The successful purchaser has the sole re-
sponsibility/expense of evicting any tenants 
or other individuals presently in possession 
of the subject premises.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For Information: Visit our website at http://
ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - McCalla 
Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s At-
torneys, 1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-9088. 
Please refer to file# 20-04267IL

PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S ATTOR-
NEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not required to provide 
additional information other than that set 
forth in this notice of sale.
I3166959

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PINGORA LOAN SERVICING, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
SCOTT A. GENTRY A/K/A SCOTT GENTRY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
Defendant
2020CH000145
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered in the above cause on De-
cember 30, 2020, the Sheriff of Sangamon 
County will at 9:00 AM on May 4, 2021, 
at the Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 
S. Ninth Street, SPRINGFIELD, IL, 62701, 
sell at public auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 45 BOURBAKI ROAD, 
NEW BERLIN, IL 62670
Property Index No. 20-19.0-378-036
The real estate is improved with a single 
family residence.
The judgment amount was $132,440.32.
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid by 
certified funds at the close of the auction; 
the balance, including the Judicial sale 
fee for Abandoned Residential Property 
Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 
for each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the 
amount paid by the purchaser not to exceed 
$300, in certified funds, is due within 
twenty-four (24) hours. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for 
sale without any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is 
further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale 
that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to 
the real estate after confirmation of the sale
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion and plaintiff makes no representa-
tion as to the condition of the property. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to 
check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY 
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiff’s attorney: 
Alexander Potestivo, POTESTIVO & ASSOCI-
ATES, P.C., 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 
610, Chicago, IL, 60606, (312) 263-0003. 
Please refer to file number 311119. E-Mail: 
ilpleadings@potestivolaw.com
Case # 2020CH000145
I3166846

PUBLIC NOTICES
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2021, to Kevtin E. Schultz, 412 Windamere 
Drive, Sherman, Illinois, 62684, as 
Independent Executor, whose attorney 
of record is DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC, 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza, 
Springfield, Illinois, 62701.
Notice is given to all known and unknown 
heirs of Lois Ann Schultz of the entry 
of the Order as set forth above and of 
the entry of an Order declaring Kevin E. 
Schultz and Craig N. Schultz as the only 
heirs of Lois Ann Schultz. 
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under 28-4 of 
the Probate Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, any 
interested person terminates independent 
administration at any time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 9th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, within 6 months of 
the first day that this Notice is published, 
and any claim not so filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By:                                                          
Sarah Delano Pavlik – 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorney for Executor 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois  62701     
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax:  217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
ROSEMARIE LONG, Deceased 
NO. 2021-P-169 
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate 
of Rosemarie Long, Deceased. 
Letters of Office were issued on March 23, 
2021, to Bradley J. Long, 4998 KOA Road, 
Rochester, IL 62563, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is Benjamin M. 
Sgro, Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP, 
1119 S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL 62703. 
Claims against the Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the 
Representative, or both, on or before the 
5th day of October, 2021, or three months 
from the date the Representative mailed 
or delivered a Notice to Creditor, which-
ever is later. Any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed. 
Dated this 23rd day of March, 2021. 
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP 
Benjamin M. Sgro 
1119 S. Sixth Street 
Springfield, IL 62703 
(217) 789-1200

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE  
OF      
BRUNO BIALOWAS, DECEASED.  
NO. 2021-P-150
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of BRUNO 
BIALOWAS, of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on March 18, 2021, 
to CHET BILOWS, of 2817 Cronin Dr.; 

Springfield, IL 62711, whose attorney is 
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C., 741 South 
Grand Avenue West, Springfield, Illinois 
62704.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S. 
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701, 
or with the representative, or both, within 
6 months from the 1st day of April, being 
the date of first publication of this Notice 
and any claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents 
in civil cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htmto learn more and to select 
a service provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp or 
talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Dated this 25th day of March, 2021.
CHET BILOWS, Executor of the Estate of 
BRUNO BIALOWAS, Deceased
BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C.
Anthony J. DelGiorno, of Counsel 
Attorneys for Estate:
Anthony J. DelGiorno
IARDC: 6277358
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C.
741 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL  62704
Telephone: (217) 522-6000
Email:  Tony@rblawyers.net

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF     
ROBERT E. BEVILL, DECEASED.  
NO. 2021-P-162
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of ROBERT 
E. BEVILL, of Sherman, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on March 18, 2021, 
to SCOTT D. BEVILL of 2930 Victoria Dr.; 
Springfield, IL 62704 and JEFFREY BEVILL 
of 12410 Three Lakes Dr.; Walker, LA 
70785, whose attorney is Rammelkamp 
Bradney, P.C., 741 South Grand Avenue 
West, Springfield, Illinois  62704.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S. 
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701, 
or with the representative, or both, within 
6 months from the 1st day of April, 2021, 
being the date of first publication of this 
Notice and any claim not filed within that 
period is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents 
in civil cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htmto learn more and to select 
a service provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp or 
talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2021.
SCOTT D. BEVILL and JEFFREY BEVILL, 
Co-Executors of the Estate of ROBERT E. 
BEVILL, Deceased
BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C.
Anthony J. DelGiorno Attorney
Attorneys for Estate:
Anthony J. DelGiorno
IARDC: 6277358
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C.
741 South Grand Avenue West

Springfield, IL  62704
Telephone: (217) 522-6000
Email: Tony@rblawyers.net

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Deidre Marie Perez, Petitioner
and
Uziel Ervery Perez, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-512
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Uziel Ervey Perez, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this court 
asking for a dissolution of marriage and 
other relief.
Unless you file your response or otherwise 
file your appearance in this cause in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, in Springfield, Illinois on or before 
the 
1st day of May, 2021 a judgment of dis-
solution of marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Alexis Grant, Petitioner
and
Bruce Grant, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-669
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Bruce Grant, Respon-
dent herein, that this cause has been 
commenced against you in this court 
asking for a dissolution of marriage and 
other relief.
Unless you file your response or otherwise 
file your appearance in this cause in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, in Springfield, Illinois on or before 
the 
8th day of May, 2021 a judgment of dis-
solution of marriage and other relief may 
be granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Renata Marie Price
For change of name to 
Renata Marie Smith
Case No.: 2021-MR-332
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said Court 
praying for the change of name from 
Renata Marie Price to Renata Marie Smith 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Michelle Jolene Fields
For change of name to 
Michelle Jolene Jackson
Case No.: 2021-MR-234
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on May 
25, 2021 I will petition in said Court pray-
ing for the change of name from Michelle 
Jolene Fields to Michelle Jolene Jackson 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Joshua Robert Weitzel
For change of name to 
Joshua Robert Pope
Case No.: 2021-MR-330
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on May 
25, 2021 I will petition in said Court pray-
ing for the change of name from Joshua 
Robert Weitzel to Joshua Robert Pope 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Brittany Alanna Schaefer
For change of name to 
Brittany Alanna Hunt
Case No.: 2021-MR-236
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on May 
25, 2021 I will petition in said Court pray-
ing for the change of name from Brittany 
Alanna Schaefer to Brittany Alanna Hunt 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Quentavion Semaj Hymon
For change of name to 
Quentavion Semaj Morris
Case No.: 2020-MR-256
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said Court 
praying for the change of name from 
Quentavion Semaj Hymon to Quentavion 
Semaj Morris pursuant to the statute in 
such case made and provided.
Dated: April 8, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Chase Douglas Marshall
For change of name to 
Chase Douglas White
Case No.: 2021-MR-350
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on May 
25, 2021 I will petition in said Court pray-
ing for the change of name from Chase 
Douglas Marshall to Chase Marshall White 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: April 8, 2021 
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Isabella Paige Solano
For change of name to 
Benjamin Perseus Reid Solano
Case NO.: 2021-MR-262
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on May 
11, 2021 I will petition in said Court pray-
ing for the change of name from Isabella 
Paige Solano to Benjamin Perseus Reid 
Solano pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: March 25, 2021 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Ashlyn Breanne Smith
For change of name to 
Jesse Michael Imbody
Case No.: 2021-MR-333
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on June 
8, 2021 I will petition in said Court praying 
for the change of name from Ashlyn 
Breanne Smith to Jesse Michael Imbody 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: April 15, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Aaron Kent Bryant
For change of name to 
Aaron Kent Stapleton
Case No.: 2021-MR-299
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on June 
8, 2021 I will petition in said Court praying 
for the change of name from Aaron Kent 
Bryant to Aaron Kent Stapleton pursuant 
to the statute in such case made and 
provided.
Dated: April 15, 2021

21-094384
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
MIDFIRST BANK
PLAINTIFF,
-vs-
EDWARD A. ESELA; MARY ESELA, 
PLENARY GUARDIAN OF THE ESTATE AND 
PERSON OF EDWARD ESELA, A DISABLED 
ADULT; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; UNKNOWN 
OCCUPANTS
DEFENDANTS 
NO. 21 CH 16
PUBLICATION NOTICE
The requisite affidavit for publication 
having been filed, notice is hereby given 
you Edward A. Esela; Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants; Unknown 
Occupants.
Defendants in the above entitled suit, that 
the said suit has been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Sangamon County, by the 
said Plaintiff against you and other de-
fendants, praying for the foreclosure of a 
certain Mortgage conveying the premises 
described as follows, to wit:
THE SOUTH 210 FEET OF LOT TEN (10) 
IN BLOCK NINE (9) OF YATES’ SECOND 
ADDITION TO THE TOWN OF NEW BERLIN. 
SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as 716 East Birch 
Street, New Berlin, IL 62670
Permanent Index No.:  20-20.0-377-042
and which said Mortgage was made by 
Edward A. Esela Mortgagors, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Irwin Mortgage Corpora-
tion as Mortgagee, and recorded in 
the office of the Recorder of Deeds of 
Sangamon County, Illinois, Document No. 
2002R28366.
And for other relief; that summons was 
duly issued out of the said Court against 
you as provided by law, and that the suit 
is now pending.
Now therefore, unless you, the said above 
named defendants, e-file your answer to 
the Complaint in the said suit or otherwise 
make your appearance therein, on or 
before the 30th day after the first publica-
tion of this notice which is May 10, 2021.  
Default may be entered against you at 

any time after that day and a judgment 
entered in accordance with the prayer of 
said Complaint.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents 
in civil cases with limited exemptions.  To 
e-file, you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to select 
a service provider.  If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, 
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Clerk
LOGS Legal Group LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
2121 Waukegan Road, Suite 301
Bannockburn, IL 60015
(847) 291-1717 
ILNOTICES@logs.com
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT A DEBT 
AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.  PLEASE 
BE ADVISED THAT IF YOUR PERSONAL 
LIABILITY FOR THIS DEBT HAS BEEN 
EXTINGUISHED BY A DISCHARGE IN BANK-
RUPTCY OR BY AN ORDER GRANTING IN 
REM RELIEF FROM STAY, THIS NOTICE 
IS PROVIDED SOLELY TO FORECLOSE 
THE MORTGAGE REMAINING ON YOUR 
PROPERTY AND IS NOT AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT THE DISCHARGED PERSONAL 
OBLIGATION.

F20080021 PNC
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY—SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PNC Bank, National Association 
Plaintiff,  
vs.  
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Judith 
P. Ward; Peter J. Ward, Individually and 
as Independent Administrator of Judith 
K. Ward; Joseph Ward; Michael Ward; 
Kathleen O’Brien;   
Defendants.  
CASE NO.   20 CH 173
511 West Allen Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62704
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
Public notice is hereby given that in 
pursuance of a judgment of said Court en-
tered in the above ent-titled cause on Feb-
ruary 23, 2021, I, Sheriff, Jack  Campbell 
of Sangamon County, Illinois, will hold a 
sale on May 4, 2021, commencing at 9:00 
AM , at the Sangamon County Courthouse,  
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 
62701, Room , to sell to the highest bidder 
or bidders the following described real 
estate, or so much thereof as may be suf-
ficient to satisfy said decree, to-wit:
LOT 25 IN BLOCK 2 IN ALEXANDER 
STARNE’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 
SPRINGFIELD.
EXCEPT ALL COAL, MINERALS AND MIN-
ING RIGHTS HERETOFORE CONVEYED OR 
RESERVED OF RECORD.
SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as: 511 West Allen 
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62704
P.I.N.: 14-33.0-451-031
First mortgage Lien Position; Single-
Family Residence; Judgment Amount 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) AND (H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), AND 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE 
PURCHASER OF THE PROPERTY, OTHER 
THAN A MORTGAGEE, SHALL PAY THE AS-
SESSMENTS AND LEGAL FEES REQUIRED 
BY SUBSECTIONS (g)(1) AND (g)(4) OF 
SECTION 9 AND THE ASSESSMENTS AND 
COURT COSTS REQUIRED BY SUBSECTION 
(g-1) OF SECTION 18.5 OF THE ILLINOIS 
CONDOMINIUM PROPERTY ACT
Terms of Sale:  CASH – 10% down at the 
time of sale and the balance due within 
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24 hours of the sale. All payments for the 
amount bid shall be in certified funds pay-
able to the Sheriff of Sangamon County.
The person to contact for information 
regarding this property is:
Sales Department at Diaz Anselmo 
Lindberg, LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, 
Suite 120, Naperville, IL, 60563, (630) 
453-6960. For bidding instructions, visit 
www.dallegal.com 24 hours prior to sale.
This communication is an attempt to col-
lect a debt and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose.
Diaz Anselmo Lindberg, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120
Naperville, IL  60563-4947
630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 | 630-
428-4620 (fax)
Attorney No.   Cook 58852, DuPage 
293191, Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 
03126232
MidwestPleadings@dallegal.com
THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
MARK C PAINTER; JACOB PAINTER A/K/A 
JACOB KNEER A/K/A JACOB M KNEER 
A/K/A JACOB M PAINTER; ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTHCARE AND FAM-
ILY SERVICES; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
DEFENDANTS.
NO. 19 CH 000394
3325 SOUTH 4TH STREET SPRINGFIELD, 
IL 62703
JUDGE
PRESIDING JUDGE
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered by the Court in the above 
entitled cause on March 10, 2021, Sheriff 
of Sangamon County will on 05/25/2021, 
in the boardroom of the Sangamon 
County Bldg., 200 S. 9th St., Springfield, IL 
62701, at 09:00 AM, sell at public auction 
and sale to the highest bidder for cash, 
all and singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said Judgment, 
situated in the County of Sangamon, State 
of Illinois, or so much thereof as shall be 
sufficient to satisfy said Judgment:
ALL OF LOT FOUR (4), AND THE SOUTH 20 
FEET OF LOT THREE (3) IN BLOCK NINE (9) 
OF GOLDEN GARDENS ADDITION, BEING A 
SUBDIVISION OF LOTS 18, 20, 24, 25 AND 
26 OF COUNTY CLERK’S SUBDIVISION OF 
PARTS OF SECTIONS 9, 10, 15 AND 16, IN 
TOWNSHIP 15 NORTH, RANGE 5 WEST OF 
THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN.
EXCEPT ANY INTEREST IN THE COAL, OIL, 
GAS AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING 
THE LAND WHICH HAVE BEEN HERETO-
FORE CONVEYED OR RESERVED IN PRIOR 
CONVEYANCES, AND ALL RIGHTS AND 
EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE ESTATE OF 
SAID COAL, OIL, GAS AND OTHER MINER-
ALS, IF ANY.
TAX NO. 22-16.0-230-019
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 3325 South 4th 
Street
Springfield, IL 62703
Description of Improvements: White vinyl 
siding, one story single family home, 
attached one car garage
The Judgment amount was $128,122.75.
Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” sale for 
“CASH”. The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by certified funds; bal-
ance, by certified funds, within 24 hours. 

NO REFUNDS.
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate, water bills, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the bid amount, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all 
information.
The successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals presently in 
possession of the subject premises.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSES-
SION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
For Information: Visit our website at http://
ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - McCalla 
Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-
9088. Please refer to file# 20-04267IL
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not required to 
provide additional information other than 
that set forth in this notice of sale.
I3166959

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JAMES SMITH, CONSUELA SHEPHARD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants. 
No.  21-MR-348
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
The requisite Affidavit for Service by Pub-
lication having been filed, notice is hereby 
given to James Smith, Consuela Sheph-
ard, Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants that a Complaint for Demolition 
was filed in the above-named Court on 
March 24, 2021, and is now pending. 
The common address of the structure 
which is subject to demolition is 1705 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Springfield, 
Illinois 62702, and said real estate is 
legally described as:
Lot 8, Block 4 in B.M. Griffith’s Subdivision 
of the Northeast part of Section 3, Town-
ship 15 North, Range 5 West of the Third 
Principal Meridian.  Situated in Sangamon 
County, Illinois.
PIN: 22-03.0-238-014.
The names of the title holders of record 
of said real estate are: James Smith and 
Consuela Shephard.
NOW THEREFORE, unless James Smith, 
Consuela Shephard, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants file an answer to 

the Complaint for Demolition in this cause 
or otherwise file an appearance therein in 
the office of the Sangamon County Circuit 
Clerk, Room 405 Sangamon County Build-
ing, 200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
IL  62701, on or before May 1, 2021, 
a default judgment may be entered at 
any time after that day and an Order for 
Demolition may be entered in accordance 
with the relief requested in the Complaint 
for Demolition.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the Seventh
Judicial Circuit of Illinois, Sangamon 
County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
MARCUS STEWART, ENOS PARK DEVEL-
OPMENT, LLC, ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT 
OF HEALTH CARE AND FAMILY SERVICES, 
SANGAMON COUNTY AS TRUSTEE, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants. 
Case No.  21-MR-343
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
The requisite Affidavit for Service by 
Publication having been filed, notice is 
hereby given to Marcus Stewart, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants that a 
Complaint for Demolition was filed in the 
above-named Court on March 24, 2021, 
and is now pending. 
The common address of the structure 
which is subject to demolition is 1146 N. 
7th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62702, and 
said real estate is legally described as:
LOT TWENTY-SIX (26) IN BLOCK ONE (1) 
OF STROTT AND KIDD’S SUBDIVISON 
OF BLOCKS ONE(1) AND TWO (2) IN 
ROBERT ALLEN’S ADDITION.
PIN: 14-27-129-007.
The name of the title holder of record of 
said real estate is: Marcus Stewart.
NOW THEREFORE, unless Marcus Stewart, 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claim-
ants file an answer to the Complaint for 
Demolition in this cause or otherwise file 
an appearance therein in the office of the 
Sangamon County Circuit Clerk, Room 
405 Sangamon County Building, 200 
South Ninth Street, Springfield, IL  62701, 
on or before May 1, 2021, a default judg-
ment may be entered at any time after 
that day and an Order for Demolition may 
be entered in accordance with the relief 
requested in the Complaint for Demolition.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the Seventh
Judicial Circuit of Illinois, Sangamon 
County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
V.
MICHAEL DIAZ, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
OF BRADLEY J. SELVAGGIO, DECEASED; 
ASHLEIGH MCDERMOTT; LEIGH MC-
DERMOTT; EVAN PRATHER; ANTHONY 
SELVAGGIO; GARY SELVAGGIO; BANK OF 
SPRINGFIELD; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF BRADLEY J. SELVAGGIO, 
IF ANY; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD,
Defendants
No.: 20-CH-102
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO YOU:
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Bradley 
J. Selvaggio, that on February 10, 2021, 
an Order was entered by the Court 
naming Michael J. Diaz, 102 E. Main St., 

Greenville, IL 62246, Telephone No. (618) 
664-1872, as the Special Representative 
of the above named decedent under 735 
ILCS 5/13-209 (Death of a Party). The 
cause of action is for the foreclosure of 
a certain mortgage upon the premises 
commonly known as  27 Monica Court, 
Springfield, IL 62702.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PINGORA LOAN SERVICING, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
SCOTT A. GENTRY A/K/A SCOTT GENTRY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
Defendant
2020CH000145
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause 
on December 30, 2020, the Sheriff of 
Sangamon County will at 9:00 AM on May 
4, 2021, at the Sangamon County Court-
house, 200 S. Ninth Street, SPRINGFIELD, 
IL, 62701, sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash, as set forth below, 
the following described real estate:
LOT ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (120) IN 
WINDROW SUBDIVISION, PLAT NO. 
3. SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as 45 BOURBAKI ROAD, 
NEW BERLIN, IL 62670
Property Index No. 20-19.0-378-036
The real estate is improved with a single 
family residence.
The judgment amount was $132,440.32.
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid 
by certified funds at the close of the auc-
tion; the balance, including the Judicial 
sale fee for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential real estate 
at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or 
fraction thereof of the amount paid by 
the purchaser not to exceed $300, in 
certified funds, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments, or special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by 
the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion and plaintiff makes no representation 
as to the condition of the property. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all information.If this 
property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments and the legal fees required by 
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is part of a com-
mon interest community, the purchaser of 
the unit at the foreclosure sale other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSES-
SION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiff’s at-
torney: Alexander Potestivo, POTESTIVO 

& ASSOCIATES, P.C., 223 WEST JACKSON 
BLVD, STE 610, Chicago, IL, 60606, 
(312) 263-0003. Please refer to file 
number 311119. E-Mail: ilpleadings@
potestivolaw.com
Case # 2020CH000145
I3166846

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
RITA DUNHAM, AS TRUSTEE OF THE RITA 
DUNHAM TRUST 11-2013, JICTB INC., 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.  21-MR-388 
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
The requisite Affidavit for Service by Pub-
lication having been filed, notice is hereby 
given to Rita Dunham, as Trustee of the 
Rita Dunham Trust 11-2013, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants that a 
Complaint for Demolition was filed in the 
above-named Court on April 5, 2021, and 
is now pending. 
The common address of the structure 
which is subject to demolition is 2160 S. 
15th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62702, 
and said real estate is legally described 
as:
Lot Seventeen (17) of Spauldings 2nd 
Capitol Addition.
PIN: 22-03.0-426-017.
The name of the title holder of record of 
said real estate is: Rita Dunham, as Trust-
ee of the Rita Dunham Trust 11-2013.
NOW THEREFORE, unless Rita Dunham, 
as Trustee of the Rita Dunham Trust 11-
2013, Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants file an answer to the Complaint 
for Demolition in this cause or otherwise 
file an appearance therein in the office of 
the Sangamon County Circuit Clerk, Room 
405 Sangamon County Building, 200 
South Ninth Street, Springfield, IL  62701, 
on or before May 15, 2021, a default judg-
ment may be entered at any time after 
that day and an Order for Demolition may 
be entered in accordance with the relief 
requested in the Complaint for Demolition.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the Seventh
Judicial Circuit of Illinois, Sangamon 
County
Prepared by:
James K. Zerkle, Corporation Counsel
Kevin Barnai, Assistant Corporation 
Counsel
Attorneys for Plaintiff
800 E. Monroe, Room 327
Springfield, IL 62701-1653
(217) 789-2375
kevin.barnai@springfield.il.us

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
In the Matter of:
JACOB C. WALKER,
A Minor.
NO. 2021-P-138
GUARDIANSHIP NOTICE
To: Marvin Meyer, Jr. whose address is 
unknown
Take notice that a Petition was filed in the 
Circuit Court of Sangamon County, Illinois, 
for the appointment of a guardian of 
Jacob C. Walker, a Minor. Now, therefore, 
unless you and all whom it may concern, 
file your answer to the Petition in the 
action or otherwise file your appearance 
therein, in the said Circuit Court of San-
gamon County, Illinois, 200 South Ninth 
Street, Room 405, Springfield, Illinois, 
on or before the 17th day of May, 2021, 

at 9:00 a.m., a default may be entered 
against you at any time after that day and 
an order entered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Petition.
Dated this 22nd day of March, 2021.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Matthew J. Cate - 06272040
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705-0079 217/544-4868
matthewcate@barberlaw.com
307188

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES,
ex rel,
Tiffany McBride Petitioner,
-vs-
Tyrone D. Mathews Respondent.
NO. 2014-F-45
P.A. NO. C01153923
NOTICE TO HEIRS OF Tyrone D. Mathews
IN THE MATIER OF NOTICE TO any and 
all heirs of Tyrone D. Mathews or family 
members of Tyrone D. Mathews.
An action is being brought to establish the 
parent and child relationship between the 
child and a man named by the mother, 
Tyrone D. Mathews.
As the heirs of the alleged father, you 
have certain legal rights with respect to 
the case involving the child, including the 
right to notice of the filing of proceedings 
instituted for the establishment of parent-
age of said child. If you wish to retain your 
rights with respect to said child, you must 
file with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Sangamon County, Illinois, whose address 
is 200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois, within 30 days after the date of 
receipt of this notice, a declaration of in-
tent stating that you are, in fact, an heir or 
family member of the alleged father and 
that you intend to retain your legal rights 
with respect to said child, or a request to 
be notified of any further proceedings with 
respect to the parentage of said child.
If you do not file such declaration or 
request for notice, then whatever legal 
rights you have with respect to the named 
child, including the right to notice of any 
future proceedings for the establish-
ment of parentage of the child, may be 
terminated without any further notice to 
you. When your legal rights with respect 
to the named child are so terminated, you 
will not be entitled to notice of any future 
proceedings.
Cheryl Drda
Attorney for:  Healthcare & Family 
Services
Room 309, County Complex 200 South 
Ninth Street Springfield, Illinois 62701
(217) 753-6395

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES,
ex rel,
Cheron Jones Petitioner,
-vs-
Tyrone D. Mathews Respondent.
NO. 2015-F-171
P.A. NO. C02794974
NOTICE TO HEIRS OF Tyrone D. Mathews
IN THE MATTER OF NOTICE TO any and 
all heirs of Tyrone D. Mathews or family 
members of Tyrone D. Mathews.
An action is being brought to establish the 
parent and child relationship between the 
child and a man named by the mother, 
Tyrone D. Mathews.
As the heirs of the alleged father, you 
have certain legal rights with respect to 
the case involving the child, including the 
right to notice of the filing of proceedings 
instituted for the establishment of parent-
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age of said child. If you wish to retain your 
rights with respect to said child, you must 
file with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Sangamon County, Illinois, whose address 
is 200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois, within 30 days after the date of 
receipt of this notice, a declaration of 
intent stating that you are, in fact, an heir 
or family member of the alleged father and 
that you intend to retain your legal rights 
with respect to said child, or a request to 
be notified of any further proceedings with 
respect to the parentage of said child.
If you do not file such declaration or 
request for notice, then whatever legal 
rights you have with respect to the named 
child, including the right to notice of any 
future proceedings for the establish-
ment of parentage of the child, may be 
terminated without any further notice to 
you. When your legal rights with respect 
to the named child are so terminated, you 
will not be entitled to notice of any future 
proceedings.
Cheryl Drda
Attorney for:  Healthcare & Family Services
Room 309, County Complex 
200 South Ninth Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62701
(217) 753-6395

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Chris A. Napier, Petitioner
vs.
Cheryl Buchanon, Respondent
Case No: 2019-OP-53
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Cheryl Buchanon, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file your 
Appearance in this cause in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
St., Room 405, Springfield, Illinois, on or 
before April 22, 2021, a judgment or de-
cree by default may be taken against you 
for the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 1, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Hilda Reyes, Petitioner
vs.
George C. Williams, Respondent
Case No: 2021-OP-176
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
George C. Williams, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file your 
Appearance in this cause in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
St., Room 405, Springfield, Illinois, on or 
before May 13, 2021, a judgment or de-
cree by default may be taken against you 
for the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 8, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Jazmin Kinsella, Petitioner
vs.
Rodney Neal Willis, Respondent
Case No: 2021-OP-56
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Rodney Neal Willis, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 

asking for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file your 
Appearance in this cause in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
St., Room 405, Springfield, Illinois, on or 
before May 13, 2021, a judgment or de-
cree by default may be taken against you 
for the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 15, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Jeff Cleeton, Petitioner
vs.
Jason Batchelor, Respondent
Case No: 2021-OP-133
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Jason Batchelor, this cause has been com-
menced against you in this Court asking 
for an Order of Protection. Unless you file 
your Answer or otherwise file your Appear-
ance in this cause in the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 
405, Springfield, Illinois, on or before May 
13, 2021, a judgment or decree by default 
may be taken against you for the relief 
asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 8, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Nicole A. Copelin, Petitioner
vs.
Tyler L. Schultz, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-2307
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Tyler L. Schultz, this cause has been com-
menced against you in this Court asking 
for an Order of Protection. Unless you file 
your Answer or otherwise file your Appear-
ance in this cause in the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 
405, Springfield, Illinois, on or before May 
13, 2021, a judgment or decree by default 
may be taken against you for the relief 
asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 15, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Thomas Hamilton, Petitioner
vs.
Leo Berry, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-2393
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Leo Berry, this cause has been com-
menced against you in this Court asking 
for an Order of Protection. Unless you file 
your Answer or otherwise file your Appear-
ance in this cause in the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 
405, Springfield, Illinois, on or before May 
13, 2021, a judgment or decree by default 
may be taken against you for the relief 
asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 8, 2021

Monkey business?  Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 684
Puzzle answers 
from this week 
will appear here 

next week

Crossword answers from #683

Sudoku answers from #683

JoshJosh answers from #683

JoshJosh  by J. Reynolds - No. 684
Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column, 
and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the 
target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

Difficulty hard

Sudoku  No. 684
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

Difficulty medium
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