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OPINION

Even before the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum opened 
in 2005, its foundation created in 2000 
has acted as if it owned a place paid for by 
taxpayers.

When executive director positions for 
the public institution have come open, the 
private foundation has paid for searches, 
then helped pay the chosen person’s salary. 
Six years ago, the ALPLM warned that it 
might have to close due to lack of money 
as it launched a probe of contracts covering 
concessions, the gift shop and catering 
services that the foundation oversaw. Instead 
of the state selling tickets, money collected at 
the door has gone to the foundation, which 
greeted museum visitors and sold foundation 
memberships that came with free admission. 
Over the years, the foundation has realized 
nearly $79 million in revenue, according 
to Internal Revenue Service fi lings, while 
maintaining that it can’t retire debt for stuff  
that may or may not be genuine.

“(It) is our decision to do what makes the 
most sense for the ALPLM,” the late Tolbert 
Chisum, then foundation director, wrote 
in a 2007 email to then state historian Tom 
Schwartz, ’splaining that once the foundation 
wrote a $23 million check to foundation 
board member Louise Taper, since departed 
from the board, for artifacts including a 
certain hat, an appraisal establishing worth 
of artifacts should be none of the public’s 
business. “I see no reason in ever letting it 
(the appraisal) out to the public, unless we 
need some publicity.”

Publicity came last week, when the 
ALPLM evicted the foundation from state 
premises and declared that a new foundation 
might be formed. Th e fate of foundation-
owned relics hasn’t been decided.

Th e Taper Collection, owned by the 

foundation and bought from an insider with 
a loan from an insider (Chisum worked 
for a corporation that runs the bank that 
acquired the note in 2012), includes gloves 
Lincoln carried to Ford’s Th eater, a cipher 
book the future president used while learning 
arithmetic and assorted other treasures aside 
from a hat with questionable provenance – I 
think that it is fashioned from pug hair, 
but who knows for sure. Th e collection is 
the largest asset of an outfi t with a board 
that includes bigwigs ranging from former 
Gov. Jim Edgar to historian Doris Kearns 
Goodwin to Pat Coburn, former publisher 
of the State Journal-Register to Julie Cellini, 
an SJ-R First Citizen. Th ey all, I’m guessing, 
attended Chicago galas where the foundation, 
having invented the Lincoln Leadership Prize 
in 2006, bestowed it on such bedfellows 
as Sandra Day O’Connor, Bill Clinton, 
George W. Bush, Tony Blair, Steven Spielberg 
and the Little Rock Nine. Gary Sinise, 
an actor born in Illinois, won this year. 
Meanwhile, treasures became hostages as the 
foundation a few years ago threatened to sell 

artifacts absent a state bailout, then set up a 
GoFundMe page that raised $35,000 before 
being quietly retired.

As with any divorce, property division 
is paramount, but possession is nine-tenths 
of the law, and the foundation’s relics reside 
in the ALPLM’s vault under an agreement 
that expires in 18 months. Nothing but 
shame would seem to prevent the foundation 
from carting off  Lincoln’s bloody gloves and 
Mary Todd’s jewelry – the same stuff  the 
foundation threatened to auction when it 
tried for a state bailout a few years ago – once 
the agreement expires, but that doesn’t seem 
necessary. Th e foundation’s most recent IRS 
fi ling shows that the charity as of last summer 
had $2.2 million in cash and temporary 
investments and another $5.9 million in 
publicly traded securities, which together 
would nearly cover debt, most if not all 
for the Taper Collection, of $8.7 million. 
Th e Taper Collection excluded, total assets 
exceed liabilities by $152,000, according 
to the fi ling. If necessary to zero out the 
foundation’s books, fi nd a few folks in need 
of tax deductions to quietly donate a couple 
hundred thousand dollars contingent on the 
entire collection being signed over to the 
ALPLM and everyone goes home.

IRS fi lings don’t contain details, and 
that’s what the ALPLM says it was never 
able to get from the foundation, which 
the museum says refused to disclose how 
it spends and raises money. In a message 
prepared for staff ers, museum brass predicts 
life will go on much as it always has: “Our 
in-depth research reveals that the foundation 
raises very little money for day-to-day 
operations at the ALPLM. Our programs 
and services will not suff er without the 
foundation.”

After calling the state unreasonable, 
inconsistent, threatening, heavy-handed 
and punitive, the foundation in a written 
statement last week called for reconciliation 
with the help of a mediator. Th at appears 
to miss the crux. Th is isn’t a marriage 
where spouses have equal power. A 
museum foundation should be auxiliary 

to the institution. Th e ALPLM doesn’t 

need the foundation nearly as much as the 

foundation needs the ALPLM, and if the 

foundation didn’t know that until last week, 

it should know it now.  

Contact Bruce Rushton at brushton@illinoistimes.com. continued on page 4

I am an atmospheric scientist and a 
professor at University of Illinois in Urbana-
Champaign. Climate change is one of the 
important issues facing humanity and, as 
Sir David King, science adviser to two UK 
prime ministers, has said, it may be “the 
biggest challenge of all time.” It is important 
to realize that climate change and its impacts 
are about science and not politics. Its 
existence does relate to past human choices. 
Policy and politics do come into play when 
we determine what to do about it.

Climate is the long-term averages and 
variations in weather. Th e science is clear – 
our climate is changing, and it is changing 
extremely rapidly, about 10 times more 
rapidly than nature tends to change the 
climate worldwide. Many aspects of the 
climate globally and in the United States, 
including here in Illinois, are changing. 
Many thousands of observational-based 
studies have documented the increasing 
surface, atmospheric and oceanic 
temperatures on climate time scales. 
Observations also show many other aspects 
of a changing climate, e.g., that the vast 
majority of glaciers, including much of 
Greenland and Antarctica, are melting, snow 
cover is diminishing, sea ice is shrinking, sea 
levels are rising and our oceans are acidifying. 
In addition, water vapor in the atmosphere 
is generally increasing – basic physics tells 
us that a warmer atmosphere can hold more 
water vapor. And this increase in water vapor 
should lead to larger precipitation events, 
which is also observed.

Climate change is aff ecting all of us – it 
is not just about it being warmer; climate 
change is also leading to more extreme 
weather, more intense wildfi res, more 
intense storms and reductions in coastlines 
from rising sea levels. Th ese are already 
aff ecting our infrastructure, our lifestyles, 
and sometimes, human lives. Th e frequency, 
size and duration of extreme heat events 
have increased. Multi-day heat waves are 
occurring about three times more often now 
than they did 50 years ago. Due to changes 
in weather patterns, some regions are seeing 
an increasing risk for drought, while others 
see an increasing tendency for fl oods. When 
it does rain or snow, it is more likely to be a 
larger event than in the past. 

Evidence continues to mount that large 
storms like hurricanes are growing stronger 
and more destructive. Th ese storms are 
producing heavier rain; their storm surges 
are riding atop higher sea levels. In some 
cases, they are lingering longer over land, 
causing increased fl ooding and infrastructure 
destruction.

Science calls 
for action on 
climate change
GUESTWORK |  Donald J. Wuebbles, Ph.D.

In the minds of mid-April gardeners, this year’s garden will be the best ever. So far there 
are no weeds, no bugs, no heat or drought, no mistakes or regrets. Only seeds and great 
plans. This could be the year to plant more community gardens, to grow a crop of new 
gardeners and fresh friends. And to teach children beets are better when you pull them 
yourself, and to get adults to appreciate okra and turnips. In April anything is possible. Let 
the adventure begin.  –Fletcher Farrar, editor and CEO

Editor’s note

Here’s your hat, what’s your hurry?
ALPLM rids self of foundation
UPON FURTHER REVIEW | Bruce Rushton
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 LETTERS
We welcome letters. Please include 
your full name, address and telephone 
number. We edit all letters. Send them 
to letters@illinoistimes.com.

AUTISM ADVOCATES
Many families wake up one day 
with a diagnosis of autism they 
know nothing about (“Rather 
than light it up blue…,” April 1). 
Th ey struggle to fi nd answers and 
ways to help their child receive 
medically necessary care. Th ey 
fi ght to get services and ensure 
their child is not excluded. Self-
advocates (most of whom are 
adults) haven’t been listened to 
enough. On the other hand, it 
seems entirely unjust to assume 
that all of those on the spectrum 
are able to speak for themselves 
and that those who are have 
the same struggles. Th at’s why 
parents have a vital voice. While 
we need to listen to the similar 
struggles of self-advocates, the 
listening should go both ways. 
Parents should desire to hear the 
experiences of self-advocates, and 
self-advocates need to respect the 
journey of parents. 

For my family, I have a 
10-year-old autistic child. He 
recently started talking and 
expressing his wants and needs 
just this last summer, all because 
of Applied Behavior Analysis 
(ABA) therapy. He was extremely 
aggressive and those aggressions 
are gone. Many adults on the 
spectrum fl at out deny the 

evidence of ABA because of 
a bad experience as a child. 
Nonetheless, my child is happier 
and his life is changed for the 
good. 

While self-advocates 
shouldn’t deny these incredible 
outcomes, parents and providers 
shouldn’t ignore the grievances 
of autistic individuals who have 
had bad experiences. ABA as a 
fi eld is still growing and making 
changes. All 50 states now cover 
ABA through Medicaid. If I have 
a bad doctor, I switch doctors. 
If I have a bad ABA therapist, 
I switch. It’s important that we 
don’t deny medical care when it 
gives our children access to care 
that will help them advocate for 
themselves later in life. 

At the end of the day, we 
should all listen to each other 
and fi nd ways to unite, not 
divide. 
David Warner
Springfi eld

DO BETTER
I was very disappointed to see the 
gratuitous slur against Housing 
Choice Voucher participants 
in your April 1 cover story, 
“Reimagining Downtown.” As 
what I had always considered the 
progressive alternative in the seat 
of our state government, Illinois 

Times should be better than that.  
I recognize that you were 

quoting someone, but exchange 
“Section 8” for any racial 
group and you would not have 
published the quote.  When you 
assume that any group of people, 

because of their membership in 
that group, will “run the whole 
area down,” you are showing 
your prejudice.

Th ese discriminatory 
attitudes are why my 
organization and more than 
50 others formed the Illinois 
Coalition for Fair Housing to 
support the passage of HB 2775, 
which will extend fair housing 
protections to tenants based on 
their source of income, including 
child support, veterans’ benefi ts 
and participation in the Housing 
Choice Voucher program.

Finally, the program was 
renamed the Housing Choice 
Voucher program more than 20 
years ago. Continuing to call it 
Section 8 is ignorant or worse.
Michelle Gilbert,

legal and policy director

Lawyers’ Committee for Better 
Housing, Chicago

EASTER EGG FAIL
I enjoyed Ashley Meyer’s article 
on deviled Easter eggs (“Deviled 
Easter eggs,” April 1).  It brought 
to mind a hilarious experience 
of attempting to make brightly 
colored deviled eggs in my 
early years of cooking.  My idea 
was to add food coloring to 
the fi lling, but the result was a 
morbid Army green.  Kathryn 
Rem, food writer for the SJ-R 
at that time, featured my story 
in her column – no doubt on 
cooking disasters!  It makes me 
laugh to this day. 
Carol Mullen
Springfi eld

  Complaint poem #6
(by Mitch Hopper with slight 
tweaking by Jackie Jackson)

We’re at your mercy, young turks!
you see us old turds as old jerks! 
with your buzz words throughout
us nerds never doubt 
your language is made up of smirks. 
                                             
It gives us ol’ seniors the blues 
to see how you youngsters abuse 
our English so strong 
and what makes it so wrong 
is you can’t even tie your own shoes! 

My tech skills I know I’ll outlive –
dear friends, you will surely forgive 
but we oldies yet strive 
to do more than survive 
while you kiddies need hi-tech to live! 

2021 Jacqueline Jackson

Humans have long witnessed natural 
disasters, but now we are seeing an increasing 
intensity of such events. What were once very 
rare events are now becoming more common. 
Th e science shows that these increases in 
unnatural disasters are happening because of 
our changing climate. Th e changing climate 
will have even larger impacts as these changes 
and resulting impacts become larger over the 
next few decades. 

Scientists have long been studying these 
changes to our climate and to severe events 
and the factors driving these changes. Th e 
evidence clearly shows that human activities 
have been driving the changes in our climate, 
especially as a result of emissions of carbon 
dioxide and other gases and particles from 
the use and burning of fossil fuels, and also 
from land use change. An examination of 
the peer-reviewed science shows that there is 
essentially no debate in the science community 
– this understanding is based on an extensive 
number of measurements and associated 
analyses using many diff erent research tools. 

Without action to slow down these 
changes, climate-related risks will continue 
to grow. We need to stop acting as if climate 
change is a political issue. Th is is an important 
issue that is aff ecting all of the people and 
other life on our planet. Th e real debate should 
be how we fi nd the right solutions to climate 
change and make sure we leave a legacy of 
hope for our children and grandchildren.

Being part of the Paris Agreement, the 
so far voluntary eff ort, enables the United 
States to provide leadership in getting all 
countries to work with us in reducing the 
emissions that aff ect future changes in climate. 
Th is means transitioning our energy and 
transportation sectors, while continuing to 
build our economy, to eventually eliminate 
human-related emissions that drive the 
changes in climate. We need to emphasize the 
development of pathways and technologies 
that will allow us to make that transition. Th e 
use of solar and other renewable sources of 
energy are continuing to increase and these 
are having a positive impact on our economy. 
Reducing emissions while not hurting jobs or 
the economy will be important. We also need 
to emphasize making our communities, our 
cities and our industries more climate-resilient 
even while we try to slow down future changes 
in climate.

As a Rotarian, the four-way test is an 
important part of my life. Th e science shows 
that climate change is the truth. We need to 
ensure solutions that are fair to all, build good 
will and better friendships, and are benefi cial 
to all.  
 
Donald Wuebbles is the Harry E. Preble Professor 
of Atmospheric Science at the University of Illinois. 
He recently gave an invited presentation to the 
University of Illinois Springfi eld and the World 
Aff airs Council of Central Illinois on this topic. 

Science calls for action 
continued from page 3
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NEWS

Mayor Jim Langfelder overruled his staff  and 

didn’t fi re a water meter reader, prompting a 

federal civil rights lawsuit from a former meter 

reader who was terminated and now accuses 

the city of disparate treatment based on race.

In his lawsuit, Andrew Dunlevy, fi red in 

2018 after supervisors found that he’d falsi-

fi ed meter readings, says that he was treated 

diff erently than Tour Murray, a City Water, 

Light and Power meter reader who stayed on 

the payroll after supervisors determined that 

he’d been taking two-hour lunch breaks and 

otherwise not performing assigned duties for 

three or more hours each day. Murray also lied 

on his job application, grounds for termina-

tion, saying that he hadn’t been convicted of a 

crime despite having pled guilty to residential 

burglary.

Dunlevy is white; Murray is African 

American. Th ey were hired within days of 

each other, with fates determined by the 

mayor as one-year probationary statuses came 

to an end. Murray’s probation was extended 

for six months, but he was not disciplined. 

He remains on the city payroll at a salary of 

$42,323, nearly $10,000 more than he made 

three years ago, when Langfelder overruled 

supervisors who said that Murray should be 

fi red.

“Th e reason for the diff erence in treatment 

was because of the race of the two individuals 

involved,” writes John Baker, Dunlevy’s lawyer 

in a lawsuit scheduled for a June trial. Th e city 

says that there’s no proof the mayor knew the 

races of Murray or Dunlevy when he over-

ruled CWLP supervisors. Th e city also says 

that falsifying meter readings is diff erent than 

being absent during the work day.

Dunlevy claims that the mayor’s push to 

increase minority employment in city govern-

ment resulted in discrimination. Th e city says 

that the mayor acted fairly.

“Plaintiff  suggests that the mayor’s concern 

about diversity in the workplace is evidence 

that he intentionally discriminated,” writes 

Steve Rahn, assistant corporation counsel, 

in asking that the case be dismissed. “An 

honorable and laudable concern for rectify-

ing systemic discrimination is not evidence of 

intentional discrimination.”

Th e city’s motion to dismiss the case is 

pending. A trial has been set for June 29 

before U.S. District Court Judge Sue Myer-

scough.

In recommending that Dunlevy be fi red, 

CWLP supervisors prepared a memo docu-

menting instances in which he’d fabricated 

meter readings. Homeowners, including the 

owner of a vacant house, got unexpectedly 

high water bills as a result, testifi ed Donald 

Ott, retired CWLP superintendent of distri-

bution and general services.  “You don’t have 

to bend down,” he answered when a lawyer 

during a deposition asked what motive a me-

ter reader would have to make up numbers.

Langfelder terminated Dunlevy, but over-

ruled a CWLP recommendation, received 

about the same time, that Murray be fi red.

Th e mayor testifi ed that he hadn’t read a 

memo prepared by CWLP supervisors who 

documented hours of missed work by Murray. 

Langfelder in his deposition testifi ed that he 

believed the issue involved being 15 minutes 

late from lunch breaks and could be resolved 

with additional training.

CWLP supervisors who reviewed GPS 

tracking data determined that Murray, who 

was expected to start reading meters by 8 a.m., 

started as late as 9:40 a.m. and quit as early as 

2:40 p.m. when the work day was supposed to 

end at 3:30 p.m. Supervisors determined that 

Murray had taken lunch breaks as long as two 

hours and was absent for about three hours 

each day over a two-week period while meter 

readers had between 80 and 90 minutes of 

down time each day as they traveled between 

routes. Murray, a probationary employee, was 

not disciplined; CWLP chief utility engineer 

Doug Brown testifi ed that a union member 

would have been suspended.

“(T)he magnitude that it was explained 

to me, it was 15 minutes or what have you,” 

Langfelder testifi ed. “I remember the discus-

sion being that 15 minutes extended lunch 

time, and that was the extent of it. Again, I 

had not seen the details of the write-up.”

Murray also had lied on his job applica-

tion, saying that he hadn’t been convicted of 

a crime. Murray pleaded guilty to residential 

burglary in 2010 and served 53 days in the 

Sangamon County jail. CWLP brass was 

concerned about a convicted burglar entering 

homes to read basement meters, according to 

the memo recommending termination that 

was authored by Greg Yakle, a CWLP man-

ager who retired in 2019.

Langfelder testifi ed that he trusted the 

city’s human resources department to vet job 

applicants and that he wasn’t concerned about 

Murray’s 2010 burglary conviction, even while 

acknowledging that lying on a job application 

is grounds for dismissal. “(O)nce someone 

is hired, you know, this is 2010, you know, 

time was served and you move on from there,” 

Langfelder testifi ed.

Ott testifi ed that an employee told CWLP 

managers that Murray had shown someone 

a gun in a city parking lot. Th e matter was 

not pursued, Ott said, because the employee 

wouldn’t make a formal complaint. Langfelder 

testifi ed that he never was made aware of any 

concerns about fi rearms.

Th e mayor testifi ed that the decision to 

keep Murray was mutual between himself and 

CWLP, but he did not name anyone at the 

utility who agreed with him. Baker, the plain-

tiff ’s attorney, writes in a court motion that 

Brown and retired electric division manager 

John Davis should be dismissed as defendants 

because documents turned over since the 

lawsuit was fi led show that they recommended 

both Murray and Dunlevy be fi red and so did 

not discriminate.

Th e city says that Murray’s conduct was 

diff erent than Dunlevy’s conduct that resulted 

in termination, and so comparing the two 

cases isn’t proper.

“Mayor Langfelder off ered a reasonable 

and honest reason why he treated the two 

diff erently,” Rahn writes in asking that the 

case be dismissed. “Plaintiff  was accused of 

dishonesty in the performance of his job, i.e. 

entering false meter readings. Murray was ac-

cused of misusing his time.”

Dunlevy, hired by the state Department of 

Corrections as a prison guard in 2019, now 

earns $57,700 per year, more than he made 

while working for the city. He is asking for 

$27,254 in lost wages, plus punitive damages, 

attorneys’ fees and compensation for emo-

tional distress.  

 

Contact Bruce Rushton at
brushton@illinoistimes.com.

Fired CWLP worker alleges discrimination
Mayor defends employment decisions
COURTS | Bruce Rushton
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Th e Arbor Day Foundation last month named 

Springfi eld a 2020 Tree City USA and granted 

it a Growth Award for the community’s com-

mitment to urban forest management. More 

than 150 Illinois towns and cities were granted 

the title last year. Th e recognition means the 

capital city has a public body dedicated to 

trees, a tree-care ordinance, an annual budget 

of at least $2 per capita for community for-

estry as well as an Arbor Day proclamation or 

observance.

Jeff  Reim has worked in Springfi eld as the 

city’s arborist for more than fi ve years. Arbor-

ists are like tree doctors. Springfi eld residents 

can call the city to report a sick or broken tree 

and Reim goes out to the location and gives 

his prognosis. Th en he writes a city work order 

based on what the tree needs. Reim also ap-

proves permits for landscaping in Springfi eld. 

But tree removal is the “last resort,” said Reim 

during a University of Illinois Springfi eld 

(UIS) webinar March 31.

“What it boils down to is looking at 

the location before trees are planted,” said 

Reim. Tree selection is important as well. For 

instance, Reim said Springfi eld has more than 

2,000 ash trees, which are considered undesir-

able. Th at’s because emerald ash borers, a type 

of beetle that feeds and lives under the bark of 

ash trees, causes the trees to die. “All the ash 

trees are being hit by the emerald ash borer 

disease so they are all being taken out at this 

time,” said Reim.

Th e Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) 

collaborates with Reim and Springfi eld’s 

Department of Public Works to preserve and 

expand urban tree and shrub growth on pub-

lic property, said Jan Von Qualen, the chair of 

Springfi eld’s UFC. UFC commissioners are 

volunteers appointed by the mayor. Th e com-

mission was dissolved for nearly 10 years, but 

was reestablished in 2019.

More trees in a community can improve 

mental health, boost creativity and spur busi-

ness activity, said Von Qualen. “Cities have 

both gray and green infrastructure and people 

tend to focus on the gray infrastructure,” but 

the green is just as important, she said. So 

“part of the UFC’s role is to advocate in favor 

of the forest.”

A conservationist from Chicago also spoke 

during the UIS webinar and focused on the 

long list of benefi ts trees bring to urban areas. 

Concrete traps heat in cities and creates hot 

spots. Shade from trees can cool houses and 

buildings. Forests can slow runoff  from rainfall 

and capture water, decreasing the chance of 

fl ooding and overwhelmed sewer systems.

Springfi eld Mayor Jim Langfi elder 

praised community members and UFC for 

their ongoing commitment to conservation. 

“Th e Urban Forestry Commission has been 

working diligently for the last year and a 

half with Public Works to enhance the city’s 

eff orts regarding tree preservation, planning 

and beautifi cation,” the mayor said in a press 

release.

Th e UFC has partnered with UIS, Reim 

and others to host events sponsored by the 

National Endowment for the Arts’ “Big Read.” 

Th e events are tied to themes in Hope Jahren’s 

book, Lab Girl. Free copies of the book were 

handed out at diff erent locations in Sangamon 

County and local libraries have copies avail-

able for checkout. More information on NEA 

events this month can be found at tinyurl.

com/ktdf5v2w.  

Contact Madison Angell at
mangell@illinoistimes.com.

Planting seeds, growing trees
Springfi eld wins a “Tree City” title

ENVIRONMENT | Madison Angell

NEWS

CREDIT ARBORDAY.ORG
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“In all my years I have never 
seen anything like fentanyl,” 
said Marnell Brown. He is the 
founder of a harm reduction 
organization focused on drug 
use and violence prevention in 
Chicago. Brown has been in 
recovery for nearly two decades, 
and said he has been working 
in prevention for about the 
same amount of time. Fentanyl 
is a synthetic opioid that’s 50 
to 100 times more potent than 
morphine. Brown testifi ed 
during an Illinois Senate 
hearing March 30.

Th e number of opioid-
related deaths in Illinois jumped 
30% last year compared to 
2019 and about 83% of 
opioid deaths were attributed 
to fentanyl, according to 
preliminary numbers from the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health (IDPH).

Fentanyl, a synthetic opioid 
that treats pain, is legally 
prescribed in small doses, in 
the form of a shot, lozenge or 
skin patch. Other forms of the 
drug – pills, powder, eye drops 
and nasal sprays – are illegally 
produced in labs. Even small 
doses of fentanyl can be deadly 
and illegal forms of the drug 
can be easily mixed in with other drugs as a 
fi ller. Brown said some dealers are unaware 
that drugs they sell are cut with fentanyl. 
Fentanyl overdoses cause hypoxia, a condition 
that stops oxygen from reaching the brain. 
Narcan is the brand name for a device that 
delivers naloxone, a drug that instantly reverses 
overdose eff ects and saves lives. Brown and 
other harm reduction specialists advocate that 
Narcan be made more widely available.

Brown also said the number of people 
aff ected by addiction and fentanyl has been 
hidden by COVID-19. Brown’s organization, 
called To Walk in My Shoes, has an outreach 
team that monitors police scanners and helps 
assist in overdoses and drug-related deaths 
in Chicago. Brown also allows community 
members to set up funeral donation boxes at 
the clothing store he owns for those who have 
died from overdoses. Since COVID-19, the 
outreach team has heard less over scanners, 
said Brown. But the number of opioid-

related deaths and funeral donation boxes 
are increasing. Brown said he believes the 
overdoses have gone increasingly unnoticed, 
because people have been more isolated during 
the pandemic. He also believes coroners 
sometimes fail to rule fentanyl as the cause of 
deaths, accidents and overdoses.

Brown has found that some substance users 
have no idea they are ingesting fentanyl, and 
experience accidental overdoses and deaths 
as a result. His team worked with a man this 
year who thought he’d purchased and ingested 
PCP, a hallucinogenic anesthetic, but it was 
laced with fentanyl and he overdosed. Th e 
team was able to intervene and administer 
Narcan. “So he came through,” said Brown 
at the hearing. State Sen. Patricia Van Pelt, 
D-Chicago, said during the health committee 
hearing that a former business partner of 
hers was not as fortunate. He had purchased 
unregulated cannabis in Ohio. It was laced 
with fentanyl and the man died.

IDPH data analyst Leslie Wise said 

at the hearing that the number of 
opioid-related deaths rose 27% for 
African Americans and 48% for Latinx 
populations across the state in 2020. 
Brown said occasionally To Walk in 
My Shoes has access to fentanyl-testing 
strips. Th e organization gives the strips 
to drug users and dealers to prevent 
overdoses and deaths. Brown said he 
has found African American people 
are receptive to using the tests, but 
others coming to Chicago from other 
counties or suburban areas of the city 
are dismissive of the strips and some are 
actually actively seeking fentanyl. Brown 
said in his neighborhood, he fi nds more 
predominantly white and younger 
individuals are knowingly seeking 
and using fentanyl. “It has become a 
problem of humanity,” said Brown, “not 
just an African American problem.”

Advocates like Brown say more 
funding and increased public awareness 
are needed to prevent deaths. With a 
well-informed community and rapid-
response teams in place, lives can be 
saved and treatment can be provided, 
he said.

During the hearing, others 
advocated harsher penalties for drug 
dealers and manufacturers of illicit 
drugs cut with fentanyl. In DuPage 
County accidental drug-induced deaths 
are referred by the county coroner 
to the state’s attorney for further 

investigation. Since 2015, 17 cases have been 
pursued and 13 led to drug-induced homicide 
convictions. One case was dismissed and 
three are pending. Th at’s according to Bob 
Berlin, DuPage County state’s attorney. Some 
advocates seeking justice for drug-related 
deaths were in support of the state adopting 
the same model for investigations.

Th ose at the hearing recognized the 
importance of extended-recovery services 
and addiction treatment. When people are 
admitted to hospitals due to an overdose, some 
are released and leave the hospitals under a 48-
hour observational period. A bill extending in-
patient and safety-net coverage was approved 
by the Illinois Senate health committee March 
31. Th e bill would require hospitals to off er 
in-person treatment for up to two days after a 
person is admitted because of an overdose.  

Contact Madison Angell at 
mangell@illinoistimes.com.

Opioid deaths rise in Illinois
Experts say fentanyl and pandemic have worsened drug epidemic

PUBLIC HEALTH | Madison Angell

NEWS

Two donation boxes for the funerals of victims of fentanyl-overdose deaths 
sit at Brown’s store. CREDIT: MARNELL BROWN



April 8-14, 2021  |   Illinois Times  |   9

Sangamon County Sheriff  Jack Campbell 
says that he remains committed to 
bringing an armored vehicle to the sheriff ’s 
department despite opposition from the 
Faith Coalition for the Common Good.

“Th is is an important issue to me because 
I’m afraid the vehicle will be used against 
peaceful demonstrators and deaths may 
result,” Susan Allen, a coalition member, told 
county board members at a March board 
meeting. “I’ve seen news coverage of these 
vehicles advancing toward protestors, and it’s 
frightening. It reminds me of a totalitarian 
regime.”

Campbell says that he’s spoken to 
members of the coalition and Black Lives 
Matter about his plans. “We’ve had several 
conversations,” Campbell says. “We just 
have a diff erence of opinion. I believe our 
intent is not to patrol with this or use it 
against peaceful protestors.” Th e department 
currently doesn’t have a vehicle capable of 
stopping a round from a high-powered rifl e, 
he said.

“Th is is for protecting the people of 
the county and protecting our deputies,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell has his eye on an Army surplus 
armored vehicle that’s designed to withstand 
mine blasts. Th e department sent someone 
to Nevada last year to look at available 
models and settled on one that weighs about 
half what the department once had. Th e 
department’s previous vehicle, also designed 
to protect occupants from mines and 
gunfi re, was acquired in 2014 and disposed 
of in 2016, after the late Wes Barr defeated 
Campbell and became sheriff . Th e vehicle is 
now owned by the LaSalle County sheriff ’s 
offi  ce, which says that it’s handy for rescuing 
folks from fl oods, barreling through blizzards 
and responding to shots-fi red calls.

“Th is is a rescue-and-deliver vehicle,” 
Campbell says. In Sangamon County, 
Campbell says, an armored vehicle would 
be used for such duties as delivering phones 
to barricaded gunmen and keeping cops out 
of harm’s way. Th e sole deployment of the 
county’s previous vehicle came when a man 
with a gun threatened people at a Riverton-
area mobile home court. “He would step 
out of the mobile home and point a gun,” 
Campbell recalls. “We tried to negotiate 
with him.” Th e man surrendered when the 

armored vehicle bearing deputies pulled 
up to the edge of the mobile home’s yard, 
Campbell says.

Th at such incidents happen infrequently 
shows that the department doesn’t need an 
armored vehicle, says Shelly Heideman, Faith 
Coalition executive director. “If that happens 
once in a blue moon, why can’t you call the 
National Guard?” Heideman asks. Campbell 
says that would take too long.

“Th ey’re not available at the drop of a 
hat,” the sheriff  says. “Everyone knows there’s 
a lot of red tape with the military.”

Campbell says that he would not have 
deployed an armored vehicle in response 
to protests in Springfi eld last year after the 
death of George Floyd. “It would be an 
extreme situation before we would deploy 
it in a situation like that,” the sheriff  said. 
“Th e only reason would be a viable threat 
of someone fi ring shots.” Appearances in 
parades, also, would be a possibility. “I think 
I would be in favor of that,” Campbell said. 
“It lets the public see it.”

Campbell says he doesn’t know when 
the county might acquire a vehicle. Th e one 
in Nevada that the department covets must 
be moved to a diff erent location before the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce could pick it up, Campbell 
said. Costs would be limited to transportation 
expenses. In the case of the vehicle acquired 
in 2014, the department paid $6,400 
in transportation costs. Th e vehicle was, 
essentially, brand new, with 764 miles on 
the odometer. It arrived in Springfi eld still 
bearing a window sticker showing the original 
purchase price as $733,000.

Such a vehicle, Heideman says, undercuts 
eff orts to build trust and community policing.

“We should be building relationships 
with the community, not riding around in an 
armored vehicle trying to intimidate people,” 
Heideman says. “I think there’s too big an 
opportunity for it to be misused.”

A bill passed this year and signed by Gov. 
JB Pritzker restricts police departments from 
acquiring armored vehicles from the military, 
but the restrictions don’t apply to vehicles with 
wheels as opposed to tracks and vehicles that 
don’t have affi  xed weapons, and so the vehicle 
sought by the sheriff  isn’t covered.  

Contact Bruce Rushton at
brushton@illinoistimes.com.

Full speed ahead
Sheriff  pushes for armored vehicle
LAW ENFORCEMENT | Bruce Rushton
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Gov. JB Pritzker has proposed no increase 
in funding for education for the 2022 fi scal 
year, which begins in July. Th at’s a result of 
increasingly limited state dollars due to the 
pandemic. Education dollars did not see an 
increase for the current fi scal year either. But 
education advocates and offi  cials say more is 
needed. Th rough a law adopted in 2017, the 
state promised to follow a formula for more 
equitable education funding, and proponents 
for it say skipping another year would have 
long-term costs that can’t be justifi ed by 
short-term savings.

During an April 1 hearing, the Illinois 
State Board of Education (ISBE) advocated 
a funding increase of $406.5 million. “We 
strongly believe this budget recommenda-
tion is necessary to provide the resources 
our schools, educators and students need 
to continue to recover equitably from the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” ISBE chairman Dar-
ren Reisberg told legislators at the hearing, as 
reported by Capitol News Illinois.

Most of the increase requested would go 
toward the so-called evidence-based funding 
(EBF) formula from 2017, which promised 
to bring all districts in the state up to 90% 
adequate funding over the following decade. 
Th e formula calls for the state to increase its 
EBF contribution by $350 million per year. 
Th e formula makes clear that there have been 
deep disparities in dollars spent per student 
by local school districts, based on factors like 
location, family income and race. Under the 
new state school aid formula more dollars 
are supposed to fl ow to the most cash-poor 
districts.

Adequate funding is based on a formula 
that considers what districts need to provide 
a high-quality education. Costs like instruc-
tional materials, employee benefi ts and stu-
dent activities are factors. Schools are largely 
funded by property taxes and, as a result, 
less is spent on students in poorer districts, 
leading to systemic inequity. Th e formula is 
meant to account for those diff erences, by 
making up with state funds what is lacking in 
local funds.

Despite the state’s commitment to 
pay into the EBF formula and reach 90% 
adequate funding across the state by 2027, 
the formula was already “fl at-funded” by the 
state for the current fi scal year due to the 
pandemic. Advance Illinois, a nonprofi t that 
lobbies for education reforms, released an 

April report on the EBF model that uses data 
to show how gaps will widen if school fund-
ing remains the same for a second year.

In its fi rst years, the EBF formula was 
working to close funding gaps. But a lack of 
funding would set progress back, according to 
Advance Illinois. Its report found that 50% 
of public school students statewide, and the 
“vast majority” of Hispanic/Latinx and Black 
students, are in school districts that need 
more than 30% more funding to provide 
high-quality education.

Th e pandemic has also meant schools 
have greater funding needs, from more staff  
to updated ventilation systems. Chuck Lane, 
superintendent for Centralia High School in 
southern Illinois, said extra pandemic relief 
from the federal government is going toward 
necessary costs. “It’s not like we don’t appreci-
ate the amount of federal dollars fl owing to 
our school, it’s just that we know that’s not 
sustainable.” For instance, Lane said federal 
relief money can go towards hiring new 
teachers to help address pandemic-related 
learning challenges, but if the state chooses 
not to fund EBF, he questions how he would 
be able to keep those teachers in the long 

term.
Th e Advance Illinois report argues the 

state should honor investments promised be-
fore the pandemic, and give at least a $350 
million increase to the formula each year. 
“Th e cost of fully funding EBF is high,” 
said Melissa Figueira, with Advance Illinois. 
She said in all, up to $7 billion is needed to 
close the gap and reach the full amount of 
funding needed. “But the cost of failing to 
adequately and equitably fund the formula 
is far higher.” Costs could include increased 
failures to meet students’ needs and hikes in 
local property taxes, she said. Th e failure to 
increase spending could also mean Illinois 
jobs in education are less attractive.

“State investment, we believe, is needed 
to ensure that our students who were hard-
est hit by the pandemic have the increased 
access to learning time, support, staffi  ng and 
opportunities that they need to recover,” 
ISBE’s Reisberg told legislators April 1. A 
fi nal budget vote is likely still several weeks 
away.  

Contact Rachel Otwell at 
rotwell@illinoistimes.com.

ISBE: This is no time to drop school aid reform
Education advocates call on governor to increase budget for schools
EDUCATION | Rachel Otwell

1240 S. 6th, Springfi eld, IL 62703 • PO Box 5256, Springfi eld, IL 62705
Offi ce phone   217.753.2226 • Fax   217.753.2281

www.illinoistimes.com
Letters to the editor letters@illinoistimes.com

PUBLISHER Michelle Ownbey
mownbey@illinoistimes.com, ext.1139

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER James Bengfort
jbengfort@illinoistimes.com, ext.1142

 EDITOR Fletcher Farrar ffarrar@illinoistimes.com, ext.1140

ASSOCIATE EDITOR Rachel Otwell
rotwell@illinoistimes.com, ext. 1143

SENIOR WRITER Bruce Rushton
brushton@illinoistimes.com, ext.1122

CALENDAR EDITOR Stacie Lewis
slewis@illinoistimes.com, ext.1129

EDITORIAL INTERN Madison Angell
mangell@illinoistimes.com

PRODUCTION DESIGNERS
Joseph Copley,  jcopley@illinoistimes.com, ext.1125
Brandon Turley, bturley@illinoistimes.com, ext.1124

ADVERTISING
Beth Parkes-Irwin, birwin@illinoistimes.com, ext.1131

Yolanda Bell, ybell@illinoistimes.com, ext.1120
Ron Young, ryoung@illinoistimes.com, ext.1138

BUSINESS
Brenda Matheis, bmatheis@illinoistimes.com

Published weekly on Thursday. Copyright 2021 by Central Illinois 
Communications LLC.  CEO Fletcher Farrar. All rights reserved. 

Reproduction in any form without permission is prohibited. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 

Illinois Times, P.O. Box 5256, Springfi eld, IL 62705. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: illinoistimes.com./subscribe

NEWS



April 8-14, 2021  |   Illinois Times  |   11

SHOP LOCAL                                    Support local businesses

HOMEHOME & &
GARDENGARDEN

SpringSpring

On stands On stands and onlineand online
Thursday, Thursday, April 15April 15



12  |  www.illinoistimes.com  |  April 8-14, 2021

FEATURE

Facebook posts by two Springfi eld police offi  cers 

last year harmed police operations and com-

munity relations. Th at was the conclusion of 

internal aff airs investigations by the city police 

department, as well as reactions from capital city 

activists working to improve the relationship 

between law enforcement and the people they 

serve.

In a widely reported incident last May, 

Offi  cer Andrew Barnes criticized the city’s two 

Black city council members. In a post on his 

personal Facebook page, Barnes called Ald. 

Shawn Gregory a “fucking idiot.” Barnes was 

pushing back on comments made by Gregory 

and then-Ald. Doris Turner in which the two 

criticized how police responded to block parties 

in Gregory’s majority-Black ward.

Springfi eld Police Department internal 

aff airs documents show Barnes wasn’t the only 

offi  cer in trouble over use of social media at 

the time. In a previously unreported incident, 

Offi  cer Todd Schwehr responded on Facebook 

to an image of demonstrators blocking a truck 

on a highway. Schwehr encouraged violence 

against the demonstrators, according to docu-

ments obtained by NPR Illinois through a public 

records request.

“We talk about building trust all the time, 

and those particular statements did not build 

trust,” said Robert Moore, a retired U.S. marshal 

and chair of the criminal justice committee for 

the Illinois NAACP. While the post by Schwehr 

was not reported by the media until now, the 

situation with Barnes took the eff orts toward 

better police-community relationships a step 

back, said Moore.

Police in trouble over divisive social media posts
POLICING | Mary Hansen, NPR Illinois

Can cops say that?
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Following the internal aff airs investigations, 

the police department suspended Barnes for 15 

days and mandated he undergo anger manage-

ment and community-relations training. Th e 

department suspended Schwehr for four days.

Th e Police Benevolent and Protective Asso-

ciation #5, the union that represents Springfi eld 

police offi  cers, declined to comment on behalf 

of Barnes and Schwehr. A spokesman for the po-

lice department declined to answer questions on 

the incidents, saying they are personnel issues, 

but did off er that the department is committed 

to improving community relations.

Th e offi  cers made the Facebook posts during 

a time when Black Lives Matter demonstrators 

were taking to the streets in Springfi eld and 

around the country after the police killing of 

George Floyd, a Black man, in Minneapolis on 

May 25. Derek Chauvin, the white police offi  cer 

who kneeled on Floyd’s neck, currently stands 

trial on charges of manslaughter, second-degree 

murder and third-degree murder. And once 

again, the public is debating how to improve 

police-community relations as well as the 

responsibility of police to de-escalate situations 

before they turn deadly. Attorneys who follow 

police discipline and First Amendment issues 

say scrutiny of public comments by offi  cers is 

heightened during times of civil unrest, such 

as last spring and summer when protests were 

ongoing and many demonstrators were met by 

police brutality.

“WIDE OPEN THROTTLE”
On June 2, Offi  cer Schwehr responded to a post 

on Facebook that showed a group of demonstra-

tors on a highway in front of a truck. Disrupt-

ing traffi  c is a protest tactic that has been used 

during civil rights uprisings for decades, such 

as the Selma to Montgomery marches in 1965. 

Schwehr wrote the following:

“THIS has GOT TO stop! Th is is terrorism. 
What the hell is this driver supposed to do. His 
choices are. Stop and possibly die. Murder every-

one. Wtf. My current employment keeps me from 

commenting. But as a friend of mine once said. 
WIDE OPEN THROTTLE.”

Schwehr was written up the next day. Th e 

ensuing internal aff airs investigation took two 

and a half months to complete, and it noted 

he was on duty when he made the comments. 

Th e police department determined Schwehr 

had violated its social media policy and the post 

“impaired” the work of the department. Th e 

department suspended Schwehr for four days in 

late August and early September, which he used 

“comp time” for, according to the documents.

Th at the police department has a social 

media policy that it’s enforcing is a good thing, 

said Moore, who meets with Springfi eld police 

leadership throughout the year as part of his 

work with the civil rights organization, NAACP. 

“Without (media) coverage, without having 

meetings about it, or without it even being 

brought to our attention, they voluntarily took 

the action that was necessary and I applaud 

them for that,” Moore said of police offi  cials.

Sunshine Clemons, co-founder of Black 

Lives Matter (BLM) Springfi eld, said she was 

disappointed that a police offi  cer would share 

sentiments as violent and divisive as what was 

posted on Facebook by Schwehr. She agreed that 

it was good the post was turned in and said she 

hopes the discipline deters other offi  cers from 

making similar social media posts. But she said 

if anti-racism training was not also a part of the 

response from the police department, “that was 

a genuine missed opportunity.”

“Th ere is long, deep-rooted history of 

antagonism and antagonistic behavior between 

police and many minority communities, not 

just Black people,” Clemons said. “Th ere’s a lot 

of work and healing that needs to happen. And 

posts like that create resistance and make people 

not want to work towards that.”

On May 31, days before Schwehr made his 

Facebook comment, BLM Springfi eld organized 

a procession with thousands of cars that went 

around the county building and into the city’s 

east side to protest the killing of Floyd in Min-

neapolis and systemic racism. On June 1, high 

school students led a march and rally in front 

of the state Capitol. Several thousand residents 

attended the events. Th ough there were intelli-

gence reports about potential violence in Spring-

fi eld and police urged people to stay at home, 

the looting and violent police interactions that 

happened in other cities last year didn’t occur in 

Springfi eld.

Police offi  cers’ behavior is scrutinized 

more closely during times of unrest like what 

happened last spring and summer, said Will 

Aitchison, an attorney who represents police 

and fi refi ghter unions in the Pacifi c Northwest. 

Aitchison also heads an information service for 

public safety unions.

Offi  cers “believe that their profession has 

come under attack wrongly, that the public dia-

logue generalizes from the specifi c to everybody 

in a way that is inappropriate,” Aitchison said. 

“And they want to defend their profession and 

their co-workers.”

Aitchison said this need to defend them-

selves combined with confusion about their First 

Amendment rights as public employees – as well 

as nonexistent or poorly defi ned social media 

policies from their employers – are reasons some 

police offi  cers post to Facebook or Twitter in 

ways that get them in trouble.

After explaining that, as public employees, 

police offi  cers have narrower First Amendment 

rights to comment publicly on current events, 

Aitchison said he encourages offi  cers to think 

twice about what they share on social media.

“Ask yourself before you make a post, do I 

really need to be saying this? Th ink about what 

the consequences of that post might be,” he 

said of the advice he gives law enforcement. 

“Public safety employees are going to be more 

susceptible to discipline than any other type of 

employee. Th ey better know that, they’d better 

understand that.”

Facebook fallout
A Facebook post that came under public 

scrutiny last spring was a comment by Offi  cer 

Barnes that disparaged the Black members of 

city council. He made it in reaction to criticism 

over how police were regularly trying to disperse 

impromptu parties on the city’s east side.

Around the same time police were regularly 

intervening over the gatherings on the city’s 

majority-Black part of town, police on May 

20 closed down streets for the majority-white 

protestors demonstrating against Gov. JB 

Pritzker’s stay-at-home order to curb the spread 

of the coronavirus. A few hundred demonstra-

tors marched with a police escort from the Bank 

of Springfi eld Center, where members of the 

Illinois House were meeting, to the Statehouse, 

where the Illinois Senate was in session. Many 

noted the stark contrast of treatment when com-

pared to law enforcement breaking up outdoor 

gatherings on streets and in parks in Ald. Shawn 

Gregory’s Ward 2.

“Th e feeling in my community is, ‘Well, 

dang, our police offi  cers come and block off  the 

streets for people who ain’t even from Spring-

fi eld, Illinois, and make us go home,’” Gregory 

said at the May 26 council meeting last year. 

Gregory said he didn’t condone the parties, but 

residents were asking for “equal application of 

the law.” Th e criticism was repeated by Ald. 

Kristin DiCenso and Ald. Turner.

Turner broadened the criticism and said 

she’d heard reports of parties and gatherings 

throughout the city, but police were only giving 

dispersal orders on the east side of town. Th is 

was at a time when rules put in place to address 

the pandemic banned gatherings of more than 

10 people. “We cannot continue to in one 

breath hold ourselves up as the city of Abraham 

Lincoln and everything that that stands for, but 

not stand up and take a stand when this type of 

inequity is going on,” Turner said at the May 26 

council meeting.

Police Chief Kenny Winslow defended the 

police response, saying the protests were con-

stitutionally protected. “Th is is diff erent from 

people parked in the middle (of the) road, get-

ting out, partying, drunk,” Winslow said at the 

time. “Th ey’re just two totally diff erent things.”

Hours later, Barnes – a 15-year veteran of the 

department who often patrolled the east side – 

posted to Facebook: “Shawn Gregory is fucking 

idiot.” In the post, he said the block parties had 

turned violent, partiers threw things at offi  cers 

and that crowds in the street could have blocked 

emergency responders. In the comments of the 

post, Barnes suggested sending partiers to Ald. 

Doris Turner’s ward. Turner represented parts 

of the east and north side before taking an ap-

pointment to the state Senate earlier this year.

Gregory and Turner said the vitriol over their 

criticism of law enforcement spilled over from 

public posts to their personal lives. Gregory said 

he received threatening messages. For instance, 

one person sent an anonymous message telling 

Gregory, “man my knee is cold … need some 

nice warm garbage fl esh to press it against” – 

according to a screenshot reviewed by NPR Illi-

nois. Gregory said he shared comments from the 

Ald. Shawn Gregory speaks before a Black Lives Matter car procession in May of 2020. Black Lives Matter Spring-
fi eld co-founder Sunshine Clemons holds up a megaphone.  PHOTO BY MARY HANSEN
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person with the police chief and detectives. Both 

Gregory and Turner said they bought additional 

security cameras for their homes.

Amid mounting tension, Springfi eld Mayor 

Jim Langfelder, the police chief and other top 

brass met with Turner, Gregory, Moore and 

other faith and community leaders to listen 

to and address some of the concerns the same 

week Barnes posted to Facebook. Gregory said 

he wanted city leaders to understand that call-

ing out the two African American city council 

people at that time, the way Barnes did, could 

lead to “serious outrage” from the Black com-

munity.

Langfelder and Winslow promised to re-

search cultural competency training for offi  cers 

and to meet with a wider group of community 

leaders about ways to improve police-com-

munity relations. City offi  cials acknowledged 

Barnes’ post on Friday, May 29, and announced 

he had been put on desk duty pending further 

investigation.

“On behalf of the men and women of the 

Springfi eld Police Department, I’m deeply sorry 

for what my offi  cer did. He messed up and I 

will hold him accountable,” Winslow said at the 

council meeting the following Tuesday, June 2.

Winslow also gave an impassioned speech in 

defense of police that night, in response to both 

the outrage over the Facebook post and weekend 

protests. “We’re not perfect. Our community’s 

not perfect, but we’re damn good,” Winslow 

said during city council. “We have a damn good 

police department.” Winslow also voiced his 

disapproval of the killing of Floyd by Chauvin.

A spokesman for the police department 

declined to answer recent questions from NPR 
Illinois about if or when Barnes returned to 

patrol duty on the east side or elsewhere.

Social media stumbling
Police offi  cers from across the country have 

gotten into trouble for what they say or share on 

social media. A joint investigation of Injustice 
Watch and Buzzfeed reported on a database of 

verifi ed Facebook accounts of police offi  cers in 

eight cities created by a group of Philadelphia 

attorneys. Th e investigation examined racist 

and violent posts by offi  cers that the attorneys 

said undermine trust in law enforcement. Police 

resignations over controversial social media posts 

have made repeated headlines.

Th e Springfi eld Police Department instituted 

a new social media policy in January 2018. 

Offi  cers can express themselves on social media 

“as private citizens,” the policy notes, “to the 

degree that their speech does not impair work-

ing relationships of this department, impede 

the performance of duties, or impair discipline 

and harmony among co-workers.” Th e policy 

prohibits Springfi eld police from using “obscene 

or sexually explicit language, images or acts and 

statements or other forms of speech that ridi-

cule, malign, disparage or otherwise express bias 

against any race, and religion, or any protected 

class of individuals.” Th e rules also bar offi  cers 

from using photos of uniforms or department 

logos without explicit permission from the 

chief ’s offi  ce. Breaking the rules can lead to 

“progressive discipline.”

Springfi eld’s union has challenged the 

discipline case against Barnes, which is pending, 

according to Deputy Chief Joshua Stuenkel, a 

spokesperson for the Springfi eld Police Depart-

ment. Th e union declined to answer questions 

about why it disagrees with the discipline and 

what outcome it’s seeking.

Offi  cers or unions can sue over discipline over 

social media posts as a violation of offi  cers’ consti-

tutional rights to free speech. But both Aitchison, 

the lawyer who represents police unions on the 

west coast, and Andrew Geronimo, director of 

the First Amendment clinic at Case Western 

Reserve University School of Law in Ohio, say it 

is very diffi  cult to win those cases.

“Th e general test is that government em-

ployees have First Amendment rights to speak 

on what are called matters of public concern, as 

long as they’re speaking as a private citizen, and 

it doesn’t aff ect the functioning of their offi  ce,” 

Geronimo said. Th en, the court weighs the 

value of the speech against the harm the speech 

does to the functioning of the department.

Geronimo said if an offi  cer’s account clearly 

identifi es them as law enforcement, for example 

with photos in uniform, then the court may not 

see the post as coming from a private citizen. He 

said an example of a strong claim for protected 

speech would be if an offi  cer had a personal ac-

count with no indication he was in law enforce-

ment, and posted about supporting a particular 

political candidate. If a department disciplined 

the offi  cer for that, the offi  cer would likely win 

a court challenge of the discipline. Outside of 

those circumstances, Geronimo said it would be 

diffi  cult to make a case.

Policing should be fair and nondiscriminato-

ry, said Rebecca Glenberg, a senior staff  attorney 

with the American Civil Liberties Union of 

Illinois. And if an offi  cer posts something racist 

or misogynistic, “it certainly creates a percep-

tion in the community that they are not capable 

of enforcing the law fairly and equitably.” Th at 

impairs the ability of the police to do their jobs, 

and would therefore not be protected speech 

under the First Amendment, said Glenberg.

Still, Aitchison said the media and public’s 

“laser-like focus” on offi  cers’ social media has, 

among other factors, led to a recruitment and 

retention crisis in law enforcement. He pointed 
to a Northern Illinois University survey of law 
enforcement offi  cers that found they were much 
more likely to suff er from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, anxiety and depression than the general 
public. It also found that the majority of offi  cers 
surveyed said they would not recommend the 
profession to their children. “Th e more that we 
make that job unattractive, including the whole 
issue of restricting social media posts or what-
ever it might be, the worse that crisis is going to 

get,” said Aitchison.

Reforming police-community relationships
The Springfield Police Department has 

made strides in recruiting and hiring more 

officers of color, Moore said – which is 

one needed step in the right direction. The 

number of police officers who are people of 

color has increased from 17 in 2013 to 29 

in 2021, according to city numbers. Moore 

consulted with the department in 2016 and 

2017, in part on how to make the depart-

ment more inclusive. And he said the com-

mitment by police leadership is solid, but 

there’s still work to be done.

“We need the community to have a better 

relationship with our officers that patrol our 

cities, and our precincts, and our roadways,” 

Moore said. One of the 10 Shared Princi-

ples, released in 2018, which he helped cre-

ate with the Illinois NAACP and the Illinois 

Association of Chiefs of Police, is developing 

relationships on a “street level” and having 

police officers interact with the community 

outside of instances where they are respond-

ing to alleged crimes. Moore said he’d like 

to see a similar commitment from the police 

union to building better relationships.

“Community relations involves every offi  -

cer and some of the best examples include our 

offi  cers who go out on their own to meet with 

members in their communities,” said Stuen-

kel, on behalf of the city police department, 

in an emailed statement. He said in addition 

to police offi  cers walking neighborhoods and 

talking to residents, the department encour-

ages offi  cers to serve as mentors in schools, 

while the police union holds events like a toy 

drive for kids at Christmas.

While the police union declined to 

answer questions sent by NPR Illinois about 

the Facebook postings by officers Barnes and 

Schwehr, the dispute over the disciplinary 

case against Barnes is still pending.  

Mary Hansen of Springfield is a reporter for 
NPR Illinois.

Can cops say that?
continued from page 13
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FOOD

A while ago I was cleaning out my pantry, and 
I found an unopened package of tortillas that 
I had purchased last year, at the beginning of 
the pandemic. My forgotten tortillas looked 
as good now as they did when I fi rst bought 
them. Th is freaked me out. A food that never 
goes bad is a Frankenfood. Last week I had the 
opportunity to taste authentic tortillas made 
from freshly milled heirloom corn. Th e fl avor 
and aroma was amazing. It made me realize 
that the tortillas we usually eat bear little 
resemblance to the real deal. 

Th e ancient Mesoamerican diet was 
plant-based and predominantly corn. With 
limited sources of animal protein, this pre-
Hispanic culture developed a process known 
as nixtamalization as a way to make otherwise 
indigestible plant proteins more bioavailable. 
Adding wood ash to water raised the pH, 
making it alkaline. Boiling dry corn kernels 
in alkaline water made essential proteins, 
vitamins and minerals more digestible, 
turning corn into a nutritionally complete 
staple food. Nixtamalized corn could then be 
ground with volcanic millstones into a dough 
known as masa, which could be fl attened and 
griddled into a tortilla. Nixtamalized corn is 
the reason the Aztec empire was able to thrive 
on a diet with minimal animal protein.

Nixtamalization changes the fl avor and 
aroma of corn in ways that are addictive and 
almost impossible to describe. When a tortilla 
made from fresh masa is being griddled on 
a cast iron comal, it gives off  a toasty aroma, 
like fresh popcorn. Th ere’s also a minerally 
aroma from the volcanic-rock millstones used 
to grind the corn. Tortillas made from masa 
smell fresh and grainy.

Nowadays, most tortillas found in 
restaurants and Hispanic markets are made 
from masa harina, a dehydrated, processed 
corn fl our. Compared to fresh masa tortillas, 
tortillas made from masa harina only have a 
mild corn taste and are much less nutritious. 
It’s like the diff erence between Wonder Bread 
and fresh bread from a bakery. Real masa 
must be made fresh daily because the dough 
dries out and sours quickly. Commercially 
packaged tortillas made from masa harina rely 
on acidulants, preservatives, emulsifi ers, gums 
and fl avoring compounds to improve their 
appearance, fl avor, texture and shelf life.

Molino is a Spanish word meaning “mill” 
and in Mexico, a molino is a place where corn 
is ground to make masa for tortillas. Before 
industrialization, tortillas were made fresh on 
a daily basis to be consumed that day. Just 

like in France, where people would line up to 
buy their daily bread from a local boulangerie, 
people in Mexico would line up at a tortilleria 
to buy their daily tortillas. Today, small 
molinos are reviving this tradition and making 
fresh masa for tortillas from heirloom corn, 
using traditional methods.

On a recent trip to Brooklyn, I visited 
For All Th ings Good, a boutique molino and 
cafe selling masa, tortillas and masa-based 
traditional dishes. Th eir name is derived from 
the famous Spanish drinking expression about 
mezcal, a form of tequila: “Para todo mal, 
mezcal, y para todo bien, tambien” which 
means “For all things bad, there’s mezcal. For 

all things good, the same.” It was founded a 
year ago by Matt Diaz and Carlos Macias, 
two friends who met in Buenos Aires during 
college. Matt had a bachelor’s degree in 
anthropology and was studying winemaking. 
Carlos was studying architecture. Th ey 
remained in contact after college and 10 years 
later they both ended up in New York. Because 
they were unable to fi nd authentic tortillas as 
good as they had enjoyed during their time 
abroad, they decided to open their own molino.

“Store-bought tortillas aren’t very good,” 
Matt explained, “So we asked ourselves ‘How 
could we make them ourselves?’ You need 
masa, but we couldn’t get masa. You could 

only get masa harina, nixtamalized GMO 
corn that’s been treated to have a longer shelf 
life. We asked ourselves, ‘What would you 
need to make real masa?’ You’d need heirloom 
corn and mill it with volcanic stones.”

With a background in anthropology and the 
fervor of an evangelist, Matt continued: “Corn 
right now has a horrible reputation. It’s over-
processed and it’s in everything. But corn is a 
beautiful crop. It’s one of our longest cultivated 
crops, if not the longest in human history, 
with up to 10,000 years of cultivation. We are 
at a crossroad where the beautiful elements 
of corn could just get lost. It only takes a few 
generations of farmers not wanting to do this 
anymore and a whole portion of this crop will 
disappear. Th ere’s families who have planted the 
same corn in the same fi elds for generations. So 
much of this could get lost and nobody cares.”

“Our main goal was to create awareness, 
so that people would say: ‘Th is is what a 
real tortilla should taste like,’ and go to their 
favorite taco spot and ask, ‘Why don’t you 
use heirloom corn?’ In a lot of cases, they 
probably wish they could, but it just doesn’t 
make economic sense. It’s time-consuming. You 
nixtamalize the corn the night before and the 
next morning you spend three hours milling it. 
You can see why people don’t want to commit 
if there’s no demand for it. So for us and 
other active molinos around the country, the 
objective is to educate people to think about 
masa, and remember that corn isn’t always bad. 
It’s something our cultures have lived on for 
thousands of years.”

“Th ere are tortillerias in New York that are 
just mixing water with corn fl our. Why would 
you do that? You spent all this money on 
machinery…. and you’re just gonna use corn 
fl our? I don’t want to blame anybody. Th ere’s 
just no demand for it. Our direction is from 
the bottom up. Get consumers educated. Let’s 
get them asking questions.”

Even when the daytime temperatures in 
Brooklyn were hovering in the low 30s, the 
sidewalk outside of For All Th ings Good 
was always crowded with people eating at 
cafe tables and waiting for their carryout 
orders. After only a year, and in the midst of a 
pandemic, Matt and Carlos have become the 
Missionaries of Masa and their congregation is 
growing rapidly. 

After spending a year as a wandering nomad 
in a school bus, Peter Glatz is heading to 
Minneapolis to be a bread baker and pasta 
maker.

Missionaries of masa 
Making corn good again

FOOD | Peter Glatz

Blue corn tortillas. PHOTO BY MATT DIAZ
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Concrete Cowboy and Made for Love 
are timely, but Breath falls short
FILM |   Chuck Koplinski

FILM

Concrete: A familiar, yet vital story
Sadly, Ricky Staub’s Concrete Cowboy contains a 

story that’s all-too-familiar.  Cole (Stranger Th ings’ 
Caleb McLaughlin) is an angry young man, 

always in trouble, whose mother sends to live 

with his father, Harp (Idris Elba), in Philadelphia. 

Th is is not a situation either of them welcome, the 

young man’s anger towards his father for having 

left him, obvious.  However, they bond over an 

unexpected source – horses. 

Harp belongs to a small, proud community 

that cares for and rides horses in the City of 

Brotherly Love, staunchly holding on to a part 

of the city’s heritage and history that’s in danger 

of being forgotten. You’ll recognize many of the 

plot points on display here as Cole and Harp 

take a one-step-forward, two-steps-back approach 

to one another. However, the sincerity the two 

actors bring in realizing their character’s respective 

sense of pain is genuinely moving, while the 

real-life setting – there is a real horse culture in 

Philadelphia – grounds the fi lm, making it feel 

timely and real.  Th ere’s an urgency to this tale, 

the vibrant nature of its telling making it vital, 

necessary viewing.  Streaming on Netfl ix.  

Made for Love too timely for comfort
Having impressed in the Andy Samberg, 

Groundhog Day-inspired fantasy Palm Springs, 

Cristin Milioti returns in Made for Love, a sci-fi  

satire that has a comedic sheen that belies its 

vicious social commentary. Set in the very near 

future, the mini-series focuses on Byron Gogol 

(Billy Magnussen), a megalomaniacal tech 

innovator who takes great satisfaction when the 

release of his latest gizmos cause riots in the street 

due to high demand. A control freak of the fi rst 

order, he’s constructed an enclave called the Hub 

where he and his wife Hazel (Milioti) live.  

Having everything they need, they haven’t 

left in 10 years…that is, until Hazel, tiring of her 

husband’s controlling ways, decides to go on the 

lam.  Problem is, he’s inserted a tracking chip in 

her brain so he can track her wherever she goes. A 

cautionary tale about the ever-invasive quality of 

modern technology as well as a timely “Me Too” 

statement, Hazel struggles not simply to escape 

her abusive husband but be heard by a society 

that’s marginalized her.  How she manages to fi nd 

the freedom she craves and what compromises 

she’ll have to make to do so, remains to be seen. 

Streaming on HBO Max.

Breath suff ocates on stupidity
Vaughn Stein’s Every Breath You Take is a fi lm 

of the most frustrating sort, a movie that sports 

a talented cast and begins with an interesting 

premise. Yet, a sense of stupidity slowly creeps 

in during the second act, the seemingly well-

constructed plot revealing itself to be nothing but 

a collection of narrative tropes that were showing 

their age some 30 years ago.  

Casey Affl  eck is Phillip, a psychiatrist who 

adapts an unorthodox approach in treating a 

young woman in his care, sharing intimate details 

about his life, not even his wife Grace (Michelle 

Monaghan) knows. Revealing this approach at 

a university conference, this causes quite a stir, 

even more so when his patient commits suicide 

days later. When the victim’s brother, James 

(Sam Clafl in), shows up looking for answers, 

things take a dark turn. Before you know it, he’s 

seducing the good doctor’s wife and daughter 

(India Eisley) just before revealing a big, big 

secret. 

Initially intriguing, this thriller requires its 

characters to act stupidly in order to move the 

plot along, an approach that not only insults the 

viewer but alienates them from the characters 

as well.  Lazy and predictable, the lesson I took 

from this hot mess is beware the therapist who 

overshares. Th rough Video-on-Demand.  
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Here comes a hearty and hopeful welcome to 

music fans everywhere. We’re still not at full 

force, but what a weekend we have upcoming 

in the Springfi eld music scene. Let’s keep on 

the sunny side, always on the sunny side, and 

be careful, thoughtful and safety-minded to 

remain on the upward climb out of the dark 

valley of the pandemic and back into the light of 

normalcy. As we wind up the action again, this 

would be a good time to take a brief pause to 

remember those we lost during the pandemic, 

acknowledge those still succumbing to the virus 

and remember life from a year ago. 

A look back to the Now Playing for April 

2, 2020 has me suggesting folks stuck at home 

dig around and fi nd that musical instrument 

you once played, or once always wanted to 

play, and take the time given as an opportunity 

to learn to make music. We were also well 

into looking up the livestreams that were just 

beginning to proliferate across the internet as 

musicians searched for alternatives to in-person 

performances just to keep sane by playing music 

and make a little scratch as well. Now a mere 

year later, here we are looking at a good selection 

of local, live shows and anticipating a growing 

slate by the week, with our summertime, 

possibly and hopefully, chock-full of safe and 

sound shindigs. 

It looks like it’s still going to be awhile before 

large gatherings happen without some kind of 

social distancing rules in place and those out on 

the road touring now are basically solo or duo 

acts, including one Addison Johnson. Perhaps 

you’re not familiar with the name of this North 

Carolina native, Americana act, but his new 

record debuted at #3 on the iTunes Country 

Charts somewhere between Willie Nelson and 

Chris Stapleton. And, wouldn’t you know it, 

Jeb out at Th e Backroom Lounge in Riverton 

(217-629-9493), has Addison coming in this 

Saturday night as the intrepid singer-songwriter 

and interpreter of country classics makes his way 

back out into the world of music travels. 

Looks like the Curve Inn would be a good 

campout spot this weekend with a full, three-day 

lineup going on. Friday gives us the fairly new, 

area band of Springpatch Serenade with a very 

special guest, the terrifi c twosome of JackAsh 

(deepest condolences to Ashley in the recent loss 

of her father), and on Saturday, Th e Get Down 

takes up the spectacular soundstage. 

While checking on TGD’s Facebook page, 

I couldn’t help but agree with the comment, 

“Oh my! Th ings are looking up,” as they posted 

several upcoming shows in April. On Sunday, 

a day at the Curve reserved for unique shows, 

Dysfunctional Family, a “mostly original heavy 

metal band” fronted by Lick Creek guitarist 

Tyler Landess, does some deep dark dancing 

with friends and musical guests Master Bastard. 

For a full disclaimer, the guitarist and bassist 

(also singers and songwriters) of MB are my 

nephews, Alex and Josh, so the Irwin family 

sends best wishes for a smashing good gig. 

In other music mixes, Weebles gives up 

the goods with Springfi eld’s own Tom Petty 

tribute band, Damned Torpedoes, on Friday 

and our top-rated and high-charting, original 

blues group, Mary Jo Curry Band on Saturday. 

Lime Street Cafe presents the ever-popular and 

extremely enjoyable Angel Brown Trio both 

Friday and Saturday nights, while the Blue 

Grouch opens its grand Band Garden with the 

always-ready Off  the Wall (happy birthday to 

Kip) on Saturday night. 

Be safe and enjoy yourselves as we keep on 

working through it all.  

April music showers
NOW PLAYING |   Tom Irwin

MUSIC

Addison Johnson drops into Riverton's Backroom Lounge this Saturday night. 
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THE CALENDAR

n Special Music Events

Farm to Folk
Sat., April 10, 7pm. A performance 
by the Illinois Symphony Orchestra 
Chamber Orchestra featuring Eleanor 
Kirk, principal harp. Enjoy some 
dinner, grab a drink and tune in to 
the concert online at ilsymphony.org. 
800-401-7222.

Jazz guitar hour
Wednesdays, 6pm. Jose Gobbo 
discusses jazz guitar techniques and 
styles. UIS Music YouTube channel. 
Free. 217-206-6240.

n Books & Authors

Behind the Book with Melinda 
McDonald

Mon., April 12, 6:30-7:30pm. Local 
author Melinda McDonald will 
discuss her research and inspiration 
for her new book, Dot’s War, a novel 
set in 1940s Springfi eld and the 
Sangamon Ordnance Plant. Online. 
lincolnlibrary.info. Free. 217-753-
4900.

Fireside Chat with John Sandford
Wed., April 14, 7pm. Join the library 
on Zoom for a fi reside chat with 
best-selling author, novelist, former 
journalist and Pulitzer Prize recipient, 
John Sandford. Hosted by the 
Jacksonville Public Library. jaxpl.org. 
Free. 217-243-5435.

n Theater & Comedy

Mark Sweeney
Fri., April 9, 8pm and Sat., April 10, 
7:30, 9:30pm. Tickets available 
online only. Walk ins are welcome 
if seats are available. Public 
health guidelines will be followed. 
donniebs.com. VFW Post #755, 2211 
Old Jacksonville Rd., 217-546-9515.

n Art & Architecture

Friday Create Night
Fridays, 6-8pm. Bring your 

own materials and make artwork. 
Slots open on the porch as well as 
inside. Masks required. Visit the Dim 
Art House Facebook page to RSVP 
for this socially distanced art event. 
dimarthouse.com. Dim Art House, 
1613 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Restoration of the Dana-Thomas 
House
Tue., April 20, 7-8:30 p.m. Mike 
Jackson, the restoration project 
manager, will tell the story of the 
effort to return the house to its 
1910 architectural character. Hear 
about the project, the people and 
the collecting effort that makes the 
Dana-Thomas House one of the 
fi nest Wright houses in America. 
$5-$10. 217-788-9452.

Second Saturday Open Studio
Second Saturday of every month. 
Watch pharmacy member artists 
at work, ask questions to learn 
about their process and also see the 
exhibit, Transformation. Masks and 
social distancing are required. Free. 
The Pharmacy Gallery and Art Space, 
623 E. Adams St., 801-810-9278.

n History

“Something So Horrible, The 
Springfi eld Race Riot of 1908”
Ongoing. This exhibit seeks to 
understand how our past speaks 
to today, expose our tradition 
of violence and reaffi rm our 
commitment to justice and equality. 
spiaahm.org. Donations accepted. 
Free. Springfi eld and Central Illinois 
African-American History Museum, 
1440 Monument Ave. 217-391-
6323.

n Fundraisers

Five-Year Celebration
Sat., April 17, 10am-2pm. Items for 
sale include wall art, spring pillows, 
Mother’s Day gifts and more. Food 
truck on site. Masks and social 
distancing required. Benefi ts Wooden 
It Be Lovely, a social enterprise that 
hires women in need to refurbish 
and sell donated wooden furniture. 
Douglas Avenue United Methodist 
Church, 501 S. Douglas Ave., 217-
546-4631.

Spring Ceilidh
Sat., April 17, 4-7pm. Traditional 
Scottish social gathering as a 
fundraiser hosted by the Springfi eld 
Area Highland Games, a unit of 
The St. Andrew’s Society of Central 
Illinois. Celebrity bartenders, live 
music and a silent auction. Benefi ts 
the Springfi eld Area Highland 
Games. Shepp’s Bar and Grill, 
New Berlin, 111 E. Illinois St., 
12172044028.

Walk A Mile In Her Shoes (virtual)
Benefi ts the Prairie Center Against 
Sexual Assault. Register as a team or 
an individual, raise funds with family, 
friends and coworkers, then walk 
your mile anytime between April 1 
and April 24. Take some photos and 
tag #PCASAWALK. prairiecasa.org. 
$35 to sign up. 217-744-2560.

Women's Power Night Against 
Cancer
Wed., April 14, 6:30pm. The 
evening’s speaker, Dr. Sandra Lee, 
aka Dr. Pimple Popper, did her 
residency at SIU School of Medicine.  
Food, raffl es and door prizes, 
remarks about cancer research at 
SIU. Advance tickets $40. Route 66 
Drive-in Theater, 1700 Recreation 
Drive. siumed.org/cancer. 217-545-
800.

n Nature, Science & 
Environment

Earth Awareness Fair
Sat., April 17, 11am-4pm. A family 
friendly event with exhibitors, 
animals, hands on activities, art, 
music, workshops, games, contests 
and food. Hosted by the City of 
Springfi eld. springfi eld.il.us. Free. 
Henson Robinson Zoo, 1100 E. Lake 

Shore Dr., 217-789-2255.

Plant an Illinois Native Tree
Wed., April 14, 6-7pm. Presented by 
Amy McEuen. Part of the NEA Big 
Read. Call for the Zoom information. 
Hosted by the City of Springfi eld 
Urban Forestry Commission. Free. 
217-544-6084.

Virtual Star Parties
Fri., April 9, 8pm. John Martin, UIS 
associate professor of astronomy/
physics, will give tips for identifying 
planets and constellations and 
answer astronomy questions 
submitted live. Visit the website 
or call for more info. go.uis.edu/
summerstarparties. 217-206-8342.

A Walk through the Sanctuary
Thu., April 8, 5:30pm. Matt Hayes 
will lead a birds-eye view of spring 
migration. Hosted by the Springfi eld 
Audubon Society, in conjunction 
with the NEA Big Read, Arts Midwest 
and LLCC’s Academy of Lifelong 
Learning. Rain cancels. Adams 
Wildlife Sanctuary, 2315 E. Clear 
Lake Ave., 217-544-2473.

n Bulletin Board

Rising to an Environmental 
Challenge
Tue., April 13, 7-8pm. Via Zoom 
with Dr. Anne-Marie Hanson of UIS. 
Hosted by the World Affairs Council 
of Central Illinois. Visit mywacci.org 
for registration and login info. Free.

Consumer fraud and identity theft
Tue., April 13, 11am-12pm. Marsha 
Griffi n, Illinois Attorney General’s 
Offi ce community outreach liaison, 
will share updated information on 
the most recent scams. Visit the 
website or call for Zoom information. 
ssoci.org. 217-528-4035.

Microsoft Word basics
Second Tuesday of every month, 
11am-12pm. Learn how to create 
and edit a document with Microsoft 
Word. Via Zoom. lincolnlibrary.info. 
217-793-4900.

Shred and food drive event
Sat., April 17, 9-11am. Safely 
discard your out-of-date paper 
items and make a non-perishable 
food donation for the Central Illinois 
Food Bank. Limited to three bags 
of paper. Place your items in your 
trunk and they will be removed 
for you. Volunteers will be wearing 
masks and gloves. Free. Koch, Sylvia 
and Associates parking lot, 2621 
Montega Drive, 217-787-2435.

Springfi eld’s Original Bridal Show
Sun., April 11, 11am-3pm. Featuring 
premiere vendors. Pre-registration 
for brides is now open. Sponsored 
by Capitol Radio Group, Savvi 
Formalwear and Radio Pro DJ’s. 
Crowne Plaza Springfi eld, 3000 S. 
Dirksen Pkwy., 217-529-7777.

n Live Music

Cody Lee Moomey
Fri., April 2, 7pm,
The Backroom Lounge, Riverton.

Springpatch Serenade with 
JackAsh
Fri., April 9, 6-10pm,
Curve Inn.

Sunshine Daydream
Fri., April 9, 6-10pm,
Danenberger Family Vineyards,
New Berlin.

Joel Honey
Fri., April 9, 6-9pm,
The Farmhouse Restaurant.

Angel Brown Trio
Fri., April 9, 7-10:30pm,
Lime Street Cafe.

Jameson Freeway
Fri., April 9, 6:30-10:30pm,
Long Bridge Golf Course.

Tom Beverly and Geoff Ryan
Fri., April 9, 8-11pm,
South Fork Pub, Kincaid.

Damned Torpedoes
Fri., April 9, 7-11pm,
Weebles Bar & Grill.

Off the Wall
Sat., April 10, 6:30-10:30pm,
The Blue Grouch Pub.

Tulo + Eads
Sat., April 10, 7:30-10:30pm,
Boar's Nest, Athens.

The Get Down
Sat., April 10, 6-10pm,
Curve Inn.

Angel Brown Trio
Sat., April 10, 7-10:30pm,
Lime Street Cafe.

After School Special
Sat., April 10, 8-11pm,
Locals Bar, Pawnee.

Joel Honey
Sat., April 10, 8-11pm,
Mowie's Cue.

NCR
Sat., April 10, 9pm-1am,
Sliderz Bar & Grill, Decatur. 

Mary Jo Curry
Sat., April 10, 7-11pm,
Weebles Bar & Grill.

Jeff Young and the Bad Grandpas
Sun., April 11, 2-5pm,
Danenberger Family Vineyards, New 
Berlin.

Tom's Turtle Tank Tuesdays
Tue., April 13, 8:30pm,
Facebook with Tom Irwin.

Bulletin Board | History, hospitality and health
Reignite your appreciation for the people and places in Illinois 
that shaped the meaning of freedom and the character of our 

country by taking part in a series of tours of historic sites hosted by 
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. Th e fun and 
educational outdoor experiences will help you make meaningful 
connections between yourself and the must-see museums and 
monuments, such as Springfi eld’s fi rst Black fi rehouse, Oak Ridge 
Cemetery and the Aristocracy Hill area. Tours will be guided by 
history education interpreters from IDNR, with each tour ranging 
in duration from one to two hours. Reservations, which will be 
required, can be made through the IDNR website. Th e capacity of 
all experiences will be limited and follow health and safety 
guidelines outlined by the Illinois Department of Public Health. 
All tours are free, and donations in support of local historic sites 
will be welcomed. Call for the tour schedule or visit the State 
Historic Sites at Springfi eld, IL Facebook page. 

Walk, Hike and 
Bike History

April 10 through 
mid-November

Various locations 
217-524-3971

Free

 THE CALENDAR
 Send us your events! Deadline: 5pm Fri. 
Submit online at: www.illinoistimes.com. 
Email: calendar@illinoistimes.com  
Dates, times and locations are subject to 
last-minute changes, so we suggest calling 
before attending events.
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62,950 READERS
PLUS YOU JUST SAW THIS AD.

Call 217-753-2226 or email classifieds@illinoistimes.com

ADVERTISE HERE

Real Estate Foreclosure

F20080021 PNC
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY—SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PNC Bank, National Association 
Plaintiff,  
vs.  
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Judith 
P. Ward; Peter J. Ward, Individually and 
as Independent Administrator of Judith 
K. Ward; Joseph Ward; Michael Ward; 
Kathleen O’Brien;   
Defendants.  
CASE NO.   20 CH 173
511 West Allen Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62704
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
Public notice is hereby given that in 
pursuance of a judgment of said Court 
entered in the above ent-titled cause 
on February 23, 2021, I, Sheriff, Jack  
Campbell of Sangamon County, Illinois, 
will hold a sale on May 4, 2021, com-
mencing at 9:00 AM , at the Sangamon 
County Courthouse,  200 South Ninth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62701, Room , to 
sell to the highest bidder or bidders the 
following described real estate, or so 
much thereof as may be sufficient to 
satisfy said decree, to-wit:
Commonly known as: 511 West Allen 
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62704
P.I.N.: 14-33.0-451-031
First mortgage Lien Position; Single-
Family Residence; Judgment Amount 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) AND (H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), AND 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1), YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT 
THE PURCHASER OF THE PROPERTY, 
OTHER THAN A MORTGAGEE, SHALL PAY 
THE ASSESSMENTS AND LEGAL FEES 
REQUIRED BY SUBSECTIONS (g)(1) AND 
(g)(4) OF SECTION 9 AND THE ASSESS-
MENTS AND COURT COSTS REQUIRED 
BY SUBSECTION (g-1) OF SECTION 
18.5 OF THE ILLINOIS CONDOMINIUM 
PROPERTY ACT
Terms of Sale:  CASH – 10% down at 
the time of sale and the balance due 
within 24 hours of the sale. All pay-
ments for the amount bid shall be in 
certified funds payable to the Sheriff of 
Sangamon County.
The person to contact for information 
regarding this property is:
Sales Department at Diaz Anselmo 
Lindberg, LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, 
Suite 120, Naperville, IL, 60563, (630) 
453-6960. For bidding instructions, 
visit www.dallegal.com 24 hours prior 
to sale.
This communication is an attempt to 
collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Diaz Anselmo Lindberg, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120
Naperville, IL  60563-4947
630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 | 630-
428-4620 (fax)
Attorney No.   Cook 58852, DuPage 
293191, Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 
03126232
MidwestPleadings@dallegal.com
THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
Marine Bank
PLAINTIFF
Vs.
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Philip 
Gebhart; et. al.
DEFENDANTS

No. 2020CH000135
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 
03/10/2021, the Sheriff of Sangamon 
County, Illinois will on April 27, 2021 at 
the hour of 9:00 AM at in the Second 
Floor Boardroom of the Sangamon 
County Courthouse 200 South 9th Street 
Springfield, IL 62701, or in a place 
otherwise designated at the time of sale, 
County of Sangamon and State of Illi-
nois, sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash, as set forth below, the 
following described real estate:
PIN 22-08-152-003
Improved with Single Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  3030 1/2 
Chatham Road Springfield, IL 62704
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, including 
the Judicial sale fee for Abandoned 
Residential Property Municipality Relief 
Fund, which is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof 
of the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
If the property is a condominium and the 
foreclosure takes place after 1/1/2007, 
purchasers other than the mortgagees 
will be required to pay any assessment 
and legal fees due under The Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).
If the property is located in a common 
interest community, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be required to 
pay any assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be en-
titled only to a return of the deposit paid. 
The Purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Mortgagor, the 
Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate 
of Sale, which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after Con-
firmation of the sale. The successful 
purchaser has the sole responsibility/
expense of evicting any tenants or other 
individuals presently in possession of 
the subject premises.
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of 
the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the Court file to 
verify all information.
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court file 
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis & 
Associates, P.C., 15W030 North Frontage 
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527, 
(630) 794-9876. Please refer to file 
number 14-20-04984.
I3165713

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
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In The Circuit Court
For The Seventh Judicial Circuit of 
Illinois Sangamon County, Springfield, 
Illinois
ESTATE OF
STANLEY EDWARD DICKIRSON, 
Deceased
Case No. 2021-P-161
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of STAN-
LEY EDWARD DICKIRSON. Letters of 
office were issued on March 18, 2021 
to VAN T. NGUYEN 1304 n. 3rd Street, 
Springfield, IL 62702 as Administrator 
whose attorney is William T. Panichi 
843 South Fifth Street, Springfield, IL 
62703 
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the clerk of court, San-
gamon Courthouse, Springfield, Illinois 
62701, or with the representative, or 
both, within 6 months from the date 
of the first publication of this notice. 
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred, Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 31 day of MARCH, 2021.
Name: William T. Panichi
Attorney for: Van T. Nguyen  
Address: 843 South Fifth Street
City: Springfield, IL 62703  
Telephone: (217) 753-1596

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of
MICHAEL REGAN, Deceased.
NO. 2021-P-151
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Michael 
Regan of Springfield, Sangamon 
County, Illinois.  Letters of Office were 
issued on March 16, 2021, to Joseph 
A. Regan, 2702 Amelia Court, Spring-
field, Illinois 62711, as Independent 
Administrator, whose attorney is 
Bernard G. Segatto, III, Barber, Segatto, 
Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, 
Springfield, Illinois 62705. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 South Ninth Street, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701, or with the 
representative or both, on or before 
September 23, 2021, and any claim not 
filed on or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 16th day of March, 2021.
Bernard G. Segatto, III - 06190753
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL  62705-0079
(217) 544-4868
bsegatto@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of:
ROBERT W. LUCASSEN, Deceased.
NO. 2021-P-185
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Robert 
W. Lucassen of Sangamon County, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office were issued 
on March 31, 2021, to Lisa Pierce, 

15850 Downing Road, Waverly, Illinois 
62692, as Executor, whose attorneys 
are Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & 
Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, Springfield, 
Illinois 62705. 
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 South Ninth Street, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 or with the 
representative or both, on or before 
October 8, 2021, and any claim not 
filed on or before that date is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 31st day of March, 2021.
Bernard G. Segatto, III - 06190753
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-4868
bsegatto@barberlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF 
BARRY J. LOCHER, Deceased 
Case No. 2021-P-172
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of BARRY 
J. LOCHER, Letters of Office were is-
sued on March
26, 2021 to DEBRA D. LOCHER, 1508 
Noble Ave., Springfield, IL as Indepen-
dent Executor whose
attorney is Donald M. Craven, 1005 N. 
7th Street, Springfield, IL, 62702.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court,
Sangamon County Courthouse, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701, or with the 
Representative, or both,
within 6 months from the date of the 
first Publication of this Notice. Any 
Claim not filed within that
period is barred. Copies of a Claim 
filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
must be mailed or
delivered to the Representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
/s/ Donald M. Craven
Donald M. Craven (#6180492)
Attorney for Independent Executor
Donald M. Craven, P.C.
1005 North Seventh Street
Springfield, IL 62702
Telephone: (217) 544-1777
Facsimile: (217) 544-0713

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF GEORGIE L. WILLIAMS, 
DECEASED
IN PROBATE
2021P127
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of GEORGIE 
L. WILLIAMS, of 1920 Creighton Rd., 
Springfield, IL 62704. Letters of Office 
were issued on March 18, 2021, to DE-
WAYNE L.WILLIAMS of 1920 Creighton 
Rd., Springfield, IL 62703 and SHAE 
N. WILLIAMS of 206 W. Canedy, Apt. 5, 
Springfield, IL 62704, whose attorney 
is Bill Nichelson.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Court 

at the Sangamon County Complex, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701, or with 
the representative or both, within six 
(6) months from the date the of first 
publication of this notice, which is 
September 30, 2021, or within three 
(3) months from the date of the mailing 
of this notice, whichever is later, and 
any claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative(s) and 
to the attorney within 10 days after it 
has been filed.
“E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit
https://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-
providers.htm to learn more and to 
select a service provider.
If you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit http://www.illi-
noiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk 
with your local circuit clerk’s office.”
DEWAYNE L. WILLIAMS
SHAE N. WILLIAMS, Co- Executors
Prepared by:
Bill Nichelson #6237771
Attorney at Law
1330 N. Springfield St.
P.O. Box 290
Virden, IL 62690
(217) 965-1400
nichelsonlaw@gmail.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
THOMAS R. ELLIOTT, Deceased 
NO. 2021-P-000163
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Es-
tate of THOMAS R. ELLIOTT, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on ANNE 
MARITA ELLIOTT to 525 North Portage 
Path, Akron, Ohio 44303 as Indepen-
dent Administrator, whose attorney is 
Alex B. Rabin, Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr 
& Rabin, LLP, 1119 S. Sixth Street, 
Springfield, IL  62703.  Claims against 
the Estate may be filed in the Office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 
Ninth Street, Springfield, IL  62701, or 
with the Representative, or both, on or 
before September 24, 2021 or six (6) 
months from the date the Representa-
tive mailed or delivered a Notice to 
Creditor, whichever is later.  Any claim 
not filed within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the 
Representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 24th day of March, 2021.
Alex B. Rabin 
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP 
1119 S. Sixth Street 
Springfield, IL 62703
217-789-1200

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of WILLARD 
JOHN MELLINGER, Deceased.   
IN PROBATE
NO. 2021 P 155
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the 
Estate of WILLARD JOHN MELLINGER, 
deceased.  
Letters of Office were issued on March 
18, 2021, to Stephen J. Mellinger and 
Jerald J. Mellinger, Co-Administrators, 
whose attorney is Dwight O’Keefe, 

Brown, Hay & Stephens, 1000 US Bank 
Building, P.O. Box 2459, Springfield, 
IL 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, 
or with the representative, or both, on 
or before October 1, 2021, or three 
months from the date the representa-
tive mailed or delivered a Notice to 
Creditor, whichever is later.  Any claim 
not filed within that period is barred.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2021.
Dwight O’Keefe
Brown, Hay & Stephens
1000 US Bank Building
P.O. Box 2459 
Springfield, IL  62701
(217) 544-8491

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:  
Lois Ann Schultz, Deceased      
No.  2021-P-152   
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION OF CLAIM DATE
Notice is given of the death of Lois Ann 
Schultz, of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters 
Testamentary were issued on March 
18, 2021, to Kevin E. Schultz, 412 
Windamere Drive, Sherman, Illinois, 
62684, as Independent Executor, 
whose attorney of record is DELANO 
LAW OFFICES, LLC, One Southeast Old 
State Capitol Plaza, Springfield, Illinois, 
62701.
Notice is given to all known and un-
known heirs of Lois Ann Schultz of the 
entry of the Order as set forth above 
and of the entry of an Order declaring 
Kevin E. Schultz and Craig N. Schultz 
as the only heirs of Lois Ann Schultz. 
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under 28-4 
of the Probate Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, 
any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time 
by mailing or delivering a petition to 
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 
S. 9th Street, Springfield, Illinois, or 
with the representative, or both, within 
6 months of the first day that this 
Notice is published, and any claim not 
so filed within that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
By:                                                          
Sarah Delano Pavlik – 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorney for Executor 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois  62701     
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax:  217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
ROSEMARIE LONG, Deceased 
NO. 2021-P-169 
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to claimants of the 
Estate of Rosemarie Long, Deceased. 
Letters of Office were issued on March 
23, 2021, to Bradley J. Long, 4998 
KOA Road, Rochester, IL 62563, as 
Independent Executor, whose attorney 

is Benjamin M. Sgro, Sgro, Hanrahan, 
Durr & Rabin, LLP, 1119 S. Sixth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62703. Claims 
against the Estate may be filed in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 
Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or 
with the Representative, or both, on or 
before the 5th day of October, 2021, 
or three months from the date the 
Representative mailed or delivered a 
Notice to Creditor, whichever is later. 
Any claim not filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been filed. 
Dated this 23rd day of March, 2021. 
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP 
Benjamin M. Sgro 
1119 S. Sixth Street 
Springfield, IL 62703 
(217) 789-1200

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE  
OF      
BRUNO BIALOWAS, DECEASED.  
NO. 2021-P-150
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of BRUNO 
BIALOWAS, of Springfield, Illinois.  Let-
ters of Office were issued on March 18, 
2021, to CHET BILOWS, of 2817 Cronin 
Dr.; Springfield, IL 62711, whose attor-
ney is Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C., 741 
South Grand Avenue West, Springfield, 
Illinois 62704.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S. 
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701, 
or with the representative, or both, 
within 6 months from the 1st day of 
April, being the date of first publication 
of this Notice and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred. Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.ht-
mto learn more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp 
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s 
office.
Dated this 25th day of March, 2021.
CHET BILOWS, Executor of the Estate 
of 
BRUNO BIALOWAS, Deceased
BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C.
Anthony J. DelGiorno, of Counsel 
Attorneys for Estate:
Anthony J. DelGiorno
IARDC: 6277358
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C.
741 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL  62704
Telephone: (217) 522-6000
Email:  Tony@rblawyers.net

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF     
ROBERT E. BEVILL, DECEASED.  
NO. 2021-P-162

PUBLIC NOTICESSANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PINGORA LOAN SERVICING, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
SCOTT A. GENTRY A/K/A SCOTT GENTRY, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
Defendant
2020CH000145
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause 
on December 30, 2020, the Sheriff 
of Sangamon County will at 9:00 AM 
on May 4, 2021, at the Sangamon 
County Courthouse, 200 S. Ninth Street, 
SPRINGFIELD, IL, 62701, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 45 BOURBAKI 
ROAD, NEW BERLIN, IL 62670
Property Index No. 20-19.0-378-036
The real estate is improved with a single 
family residence.
The judgment amount was $132,440.32.
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid 
by certified funds at the close of the auc-
tion; the balance, including the Judicial 
sale fee for Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which 
is calculated on residential real estate at 
the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the pur-
chaser not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) 
hours. The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special assess-
ments, or special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality 
or quantity of title and without recourse 
to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by 
the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a Certificate of 
Sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of 
the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to 
verify all information.If this property is a 
condominium unit, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by The 
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is 
a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale 
other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSES-
SION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiff’s at-
torney: Alexander Potestivo, POTESTIVO 
& ASSOCIATES, P.C., 223 WEST JACKSON 
BLVD, STE 610, Chicago, IL, 60606, 
(312) 263-0003. Please refer to file 
number 311119. E-Mail: ilpleadings@
potestivolaw.com
Case # 2020CH000145
I3166846
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NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of ROBERT 
E. BEVILL, of Sherman, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on March 18, 
2021, to SCOTT D. BEVILL of 2930 
Victoria Dr.; Springfield, IL 62704 and 
JEFFREY BEVILL of 12410 Three Lakes 
Dr.; Walker, LA 70785, whose attorney 
is Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C., 741 
South Grand Avenue West, Springfield, 
Illinois  62704.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Court 
at Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 
S. Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62701, or with the representative, or 
both, within 6 months from the 1st day 
of April, 2021, being the date of first 
publication of this Notice and any claim 
not filed within that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.
htmto learn more and to select a 
service provider. If you need additional 
help or have trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office.
Dated this 18th day of March, 2021.
SCOTT D. BEVILL and JEFFREY BEVILL, 
Co-Executors of the Estate of ROBERT 
E. BEVILL, Deceased
BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C.
Anthony J. DelGiorno Attorney
Attorneys for Estate:
Anthony J. DelGiorno
IARDC: 6277358
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C.
741 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL  62704
Telephone: (217) 522-6000
Email: Tony@rblawyers.net

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS BY 
PUBLICATION OF STATE OF NORTH 
CAROLINA PITT COUNTY IN THE 
GENERAL COURT OF JUSTICE DISTRICT 
COURT DIVISION File No.: 21 CVD 848 
Kumaraswamy Guttalu Krishnamurthy 
Rao v. Bhargavi Sujani Chinthamani 
To Defendant Ms. Bhargavi Sujani 
Chinthamani; Take notice that a com-
plaint seeking relief against you has 
been filed for Absolute Divorce in the 
Office of the Clerk of Superior Court 
in Pitt County, State of North Carolina 
on March 26, 2021. You are required 
to make defense to such pleading 
not later than May 18, 2021 (40 days 
after the date of the first publication 
of notice), and upon your failure to do 
so the party seeking service against 
you will apply to the court for relief 
sought. This, the 8th date of April, 
2021. Ashley-Nicole Russell, Attorney 
for Plaintiff NCSB: 43140 112 South 
Pitt Street Greenville, NC 27834 Phone: 
(252)702-4376.

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Milagro Lorenzi, Petitioner
and
Eugene Johnson, Respondent
Case No. 2021-D-50
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Eugene Johnson, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this 
court asking for a dissolution of mar-

riage and other relief.
Unless you file your response or 
otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk 
of Sangamon County, in Springfield, 
Illinois on or before the 25th day of 
April, 2021 a judgment of dissolution 
of marriage and other relief may be 
granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Deidre Marie Perez, Petitioner
and
Uziel Ervery Perez, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-512
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Uziel Ervey Perez, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this 
court asking for a dissolution of mar-
riage and other relief.
Unless you file your response or 
otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk 
of Sangamon County, in Springfield, 
Illinois on or before the 
1st day of May, 2021 a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage and other relief 
may be granted as prayed for in the 
Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Re: the marriage of
Alexis Grant, Petitioner
and
Bruce Grant, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-669
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Notice is given you Bruce Grant, 
Respondent herein, that this cause has 
been commenced against you in this 
court asking for a dissolution of mar-
riage and other relief.
Unless you file your response or 
otherwise file your appearance in this 
cause in the office of the Circuit Clerk 
of Sangamon County, in Springfield, 
Illinois on or before the 
8th day of May, 2021 a judgment of 
dissolution of marriage and other relief 
may be granted as prayed for in the 
Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Isabella Paige Solano
For change of name to 
Benjamin Perseus Reid Solano
Case NO.: 2021-MR-262
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 11, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Isabella Paige Solano to Benjamin 
Perseus Reid Solano pursuant to 
the statute in such case made and 
provided.
Dated: March 25, 2021 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Nathalia Leigh Grace Wells

For change of name to 
Nathalia Grace Rodems
Case No.: 2021-MR-287
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Nathalia Leigh Grace Wells to 
Nathalia Grace Rodems pursuant to 
the statute in such case made and 
provided.
Dated: March 25, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Carrie Lynn Carroll
For change of name to 
Carrie Lynn Harms
Case No.: 2021-MR-292
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 11, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Carrie Lynn Carroll to Carrie Lynn 
Harms pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: March 25, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Sabrina Marie Gill
For change of name to 
Bea Buzzling Sunday
Case No.: 2021-MR-315
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 11, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Sabrina Marie Gill to Bea Buzzling 
Sunday pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: March 25, 2021 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Renata Marie Price
For change of name to 
Renata Marie Smith
Case No.: 2021-MR-332
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Renata Marie Price to Renata 
Marie Smith pursuant to the statute in 
such case made and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Michelle Jolene Fields
For change of name to 
Michelle Jolene Jackson
Case No.: 2021-MR-234
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Michelle Jolene Fields to Michelle 
Jolene Jackson pursuant to the statute 
in such case made and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Joshua Robert Weitzel
For change of name to 
Joshua Robert Pope

Case No.: 2021-MR-330
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Joshua Robert Weitzel to Joshua 
Robert Pope pursuant to the statute in 
such case made and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Brittany Alanna Schaefer
For change of name to 
Brittany Alanna Hunt
Case No.: 2021-MR-236
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Brittany Alanna Schaefer to Britta-
ny Alanna Hunt pursuant to the statute 
in such case made and provided.
Dated: April 1, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Quentavion Semaj Hymon
For change of name to 
Quentavion Semaj Morris
Case No.: 2020-MR-256
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Quentavion Semaj Hymon to 
Quentavion Semaj Morris pursuant 
to the statute in such case made and 
provided.
Dated: April 8, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Chase Douglas Marshall
For change of name to 
Chase Douglas White
Case No.: 2021-MR-350
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
May 25, 2021 I will petition in said 
Court praying for the change of name 
from Chase Douglas Marshall to Chase 
Marshall White pursuant to the statute 
in such case made and provided.
Dated: April 8, 2021 
 

21-094384
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
MIDFIRST BANK
PLAINTIFF,
-vs-
EDWARD A. ESELA; MARY ESELA, 
PLENARY GUARDIAN OF THE ESTATE 
AND PERSON OF EDWARD ESELA, A 
DISABLED ADULT; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; 
UNKNOWN OCCUPANTS
DEFENDANTS 
NO. 21 CH 16
PUBLICATION NOTICE
The requisite affidavit for publication 
having been filed, notice is hereby 
given you Edward A. Esela; Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants; 
Unknown Occupants.
Defendants in the above entitled suit, 
that the said suit has been commenced 
in the Circuit Court of Sangamon 
County, by the said Plaintiff against 

you and other defendants, praying for 
the foreclosure of a certain Mortgage 
conveying the premises described as 
follows, to wit:
THE SOUTH 210 FEET OF LOT TEN (10) 
IN BLOCK NINE (9) OF YATES’ SECOND 
ADDITION TO THE TOWN OF NEW BER-
LIN. SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as 716 East Birch 
Street, New Berlin, IL 62670
Permanent Index No.:  20-20.0-377-
042
and which said Mortgage was made by 
Edward A. Esela Mortgagors, to Mort-
gage Electronic Registration Systems, 
Inc., as nominee for Irwin Mortgage 
Corporation as Mortgagee, and 
recorded in the office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of Sangamon County, Illinois, 
Document No. 2002R28366.
And for other relief; that summons 
was duly issued out of the said Court 
against you as provided by law, and 
that the suit is now pending.
Now therefore, unless you, the said 
above named defendants, e-file your 
answer to the Complaint in the said 
suit or otherwise make your appear-
ance therein, on or before the 30th day 
after the first publication of this notice 
which is May 10, 2021.  Default may 
be entered against you at any time 
after that day and a judgment entered 
in accordance with the prayer of said 
Complaint.
E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with limited 
exemptions.  To e-file, you must first 
create an account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit https://efile.il-
linoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm 
to learn more and to select a service 
provider.  If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp, 
or talk with your local circuit clerk’s 
office.
Clerk
LOGS Legal Group LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
2121 Waukegan Road, Suite 301
Bannockburn, IL 60015
(847) 291-1717 
ILNOTICES@logs.com
THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.  PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT 
IF YOUR PERSONAL LIABILITY FOR 
THIS DEBT HAS BEEN EXTINGUISHED 
BY A DISCHARGE IN BANKRUPTCY 
OR BY AN ORDER GRANTING IN REM 
RELIEF FROM STAY, THIS NOTICE IS 
PROVIDED SOLELY TO FORECLOSE 
THE MORTGAGE REMAINING ON YOUR 
PROPERTY AND IS NOT AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT THE DISCHARGED PERSONAL 
OBLIGATION.

F20080021 PNC
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY—SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
PNC Bank, National Association 
Plaintiff,  
vs.  
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Judith 
P. Ward; Peter J. Ward, Individually and 
as Independent Administrator of Judith 
K. Ward; Joseph Ward; Michael Ward; 
Kathleen O’Brien;   
Defendants.  
CASE NO.   20 CH 173
511 West Allen Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62704
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
Public notice is hereby given that in 
pursuance of a judgment of said Court 
entered in the above ent-titled cause 

on February 23, 2021, I, Sheriff, Jack  
Campbell of Sangamon County, Illinois, 
will hold a sale on May 4, 2021, com-
mencing at 9:00 AM , at the Sangamon 
County Courthouse,  200 South Ninth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62701, Room , to 
sell to the highest bidder or bidders the 
following described real estate, or so 
much thereof as may be sufficient to 
satisfy said decree, to-wit:
LOT 25 IN BLOCK 2 IN ALEXANDER 
STARNE’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF 
SPRINGFIELD.
EXCEPT ALL COAL, MINERALS AND 
MINING RIGHTS HERETOFORE CON-
VEYED OR RESERVED OF RECORD.
SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as: 511 West Allen 
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62704
P.I.N.: 14-33.0-451-031
First mortgage Lien Position; Single-
Family Residence; Judgment Amount 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 735 ILCS 5/15-
1507(c)(1)(H-1) AND (H-2), 765 ILCS 
605/9(g)(5), AND 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-
1), YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT 
THE PURCHASER OF THE PROPERTY, 
OTHER THAN A MORTGAGEE, SHALL 
PAY THE ASSESSMENTS AND LEGAL 
FEES REQUIRED BY SUBSECTIONS (g)
(1) AND (g)(4) OF SECTION 9 AND THE 
ASSESSMENTS AND COURT COSTS 
REQUIRED BY SUBSECTION (g-1) OF 
SECTION 18.5 OF THE ILLINOIS CON-
DOMINIUM PROPERTY ACT
Terms of Sale:  CASH – 10% down at 
the time of sale and the balance due 
within 24 hours of the sale. All pay-
ments for the amount bid shall be in 
certified funds payable to the Sheriff of 
Sangamon County.
The person to contact for information 
regarding this property is:
Sales Department at Diaz Anselmo 
Lindberg, LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, 
Suite 120, Naperville, IL, 60563, (630) 
453-6960. For bidding instructions, 
visit www.dallegal.com 24 hours prior 
to sale.
This communication is an attempt to 
collect a debt and any information 
obtained will be used for that purpose.
Diaz Anselmo Lindberg, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120
Naperville, IL  60563-4947
630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 | 630-
428-4620 (fax)
Attorney No.   Cook 58852, DuPage 
293191, Kane 031-26104, 
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 
03126232
MidwestPleadings@dallegal.com
THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
Marine Bank
PLAINTIFF
Vs.
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Philip 
Gebhart; et. al.
DEFENDANTS
No. 2020CH000135
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 
03/10/2021, the Sheriff of Sangamon 
County, Illinois will on April 27, 2021 at 
the hour of 9:00 AM at in the Second 
Floor Boardroom of the Sangamon 
County Courthouse 200 South 9th 
Street Springfield, IL 62701, or in a 
place otherwise designated at the 
time of sale, County of Sangamon and 
State of Illinois, sell at public auction 



22  |  www.illinoistimes.com  | April 8-14, 2021

to the highest bidder for cash, as set 
forth below, the following described 
real estate:
THE SOUTH 65 FEET OF THE EAST 50 
FEET OF LOT 43 OF LELAND ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD. EXCEPT 
ALL COAL AND OTHER MINERALS 
UNDERLYING SAID LANDS, TOGETHER 
WITH THE RIGHT TO MINE AND REMOVE 
THE SAME. SITUATED IN SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
PIN 22-08-152-003
Improved with Single Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS:  3030 1/2 
Chatham Road Springfield, IL 62704
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at the close of 
the auction; The balance, including 
the Judicial sale fee for Abandoned 
Residential Property Municipality Relief 
Fund, which is calculated at the rate of 
$1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof 
of the amount paid by the purchaser 
not to exceed $300, in certified funds, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and with-
out recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
If the property is a condominium 
and the foreclosure takes place after 
1/1/2007, purchasers other than the 
mortgagees will be required to pay any 
assessment and legal fees due under 
The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
If the property is located in a common 
interest community, purchasers other 
than mortgagees will be required to 
pay any assessment and legal fees due 
under the Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
If the sale is set aside for any reason, 
the Purchaser at the sale shall be 
entitled only to a return of the deposit 
paid. The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the Mortgagor, 
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s 
attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount 
bid, the purchaser shall receive a 
Certificate of Sale, which will entitle 
the purchaser to a Deed to the real 
estate after Confirmation of the sale. 
The successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals presently 
in possession of the subject premises.
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of 
the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the Court file to 
verify all information.
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court file 
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis 
& Associates, P.C., 15W030 North 
Frontage Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, 
IL 60527, (630) 794-9876. Please refer 
to file number 14-20-04984.
I3165713

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.

JAMES SMITH, CONSUELA SHEPHARD, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,
Defendants. 
No.  21-MR-348
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
The requisite Affidavit for Service by 
Publication having been filed, notice is 
hereby given to James Smith, Consuela 
Shephard, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants that a Complaint 
for Demolition was filed in the above-
named Court on March 24, 2021, and 
is now pending. 
The common address of the structure 
which is subject to demolition is 1705 
Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Spring-
field, Illinois 62702, and said real 
estate is legally described as:
Lot 8, Block 4 in B.M. Griffith’s Subdivi-
sion of the Northeast part of Section 3, 
Township 15 North, Range 5 West of 
the Third Principal Meridian.  Situated 
in Sangamon County, Illinois.
PIN: 22-03.0-238-014.
The names of the title holders of record 
of said real estate are: James Smith 
and Consuela Shephard.
NOW THEREFORE, unless James 
Smith, Consuela Shephard, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants 
file an answer to the Complaint for 
Demolition in this cause or otherwise 
file an appearance therein in the office 
of the Sangamon County Circuit Clerk, 
Room 405 Sangamon County Building, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
IL  62701, on or before May 1, 2021, 
a default judgment may be entered at 
any time after that day and an Order 
for Demolition may be entered in ac-
cordance with the relief requested in 
the Complaint for Demolition.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the 
Seventh
Judicial Circuit of Illinois, Sangamon 
County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
MARCUS STEWART, ENOS PARK 
DEVELOPMENT, LLC, ILLINOIS DEPART-
MENT OF HEALTH CARE AND FAMILY 
SERVICES, SANGAMON COUNTY AS 
TRUSTEE, UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants. 
Case No.  21-MR-343
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
The requisite Affidavit for Service by 
Publication having been filed, notice is 
hereby given to Marcus Stewart, Un-
known Owners and Non-Record Claim-
ants that a Complaint for Demolition 
was filed in the above-named Court on 
March 24, 2021, and is now pending. 
The common address of the structure 
which is subject to demolition is 1146 
N. 7th Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62702, and said real estate is legally 
described as:
LOT TWENTY-SIX (26) IN BLOCK ONE 
(1) OF STROTT AND KIDD’S SUBDI-
VISON 
OF BLOCKS ONE(1) AND TWO (2) IN 
ROBERT ALLEN’S ADDITION.
PIN: 14-27-129-007.
The name of the title holder of record 
of said real estate is: Marcus Stewart.
NOW THEREFORE, unless Marcus 
Stewart, Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants file an answer to the 
Complaint for Demolition in this cause 
or otherwise file an appearance therein 
in the office of the Sangamon County 

Circuit Clerk, Room 405 Sangamon 
County Building, 200 South Ninth 
Street, Springfield, IL  62701, on or 
before May 1, 2021, a default judgment 
may be entered at any time after that 
day and an Order for Demolition may 
be entered in accordance with the 
relief requested in the Complaint for 
Demolition.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of the Circuit Court of the 
Seventh
Judicial Circuit of Illinois, Sangamon 
County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
Plaintiff,
V.
MICHAEL DIAZ, SPECIAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF BRADLEY J. SELVAGGIO, 
DECEASED; ASHLEIGH MCDERMOTT; 
LEIGH MCDERMOTT; EVAN PRATHER; 
ANTHONY SELVAGGIO; GARY SELVAG-
GIO; BANK OF SPRINGFIELD; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF BRADLEY J. 
SELVAGGIO, IF ANY; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendents.
No.: 20-CH-102
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO YOU:
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of 
Bradley J. Selvaggio, that on February 
10, 2021, an Order was entered by 
the Court naming Michael J. Diaz, 
102 E. Main St., Greenville, IL 62246, 
Telephone No. (618) 664-1872, as the 
Special Representative of the above 
named decedent under 735 ILCS 
5/13-209 (Death of a Party). The cause 
of action is for the foreclosure of a 
certain mortgage upon the premises 
commonly known as 27 Monica Court, 
Springfield, IL 62702.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
V.
MICHAEL DIAZ, SPECIAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF BRADLEY J. SELVAGGIO, 
DECEASED; ASHLEIGH MCDERMOTT; 
LEIGH MCDERMOTT; EVAN PRATHER; 
ANTHONY SELVAGGIO; GARY SELVAG-
GIO; BANK OF SPRINGFIELD; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF BRADLEY J. 
SELVAGGIO, IF ANY; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD,
Defendants
No.: 20-CH-102
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO YOU:
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of 
Bradley J. Selvaggio, that on February 
10, 2021, an Order was entered by 
the Court naming Michael J. Diaz, 
102 E. Main St., Greenville, IL 62246, 
Telephone No. (618) 664-1872, as the 
Special Representative of the above 
named decedent under 735 ILCS 
5/13-209 (Death of a Party). The cause 
of action is for the foreclosure of a 
certain mortgage upon the premises 
commonly known as  27 Monica Court, 
Springfield, IL 62702.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
PINGORA LOAN SERVICING, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
SCOTT A. GENTRY A/K/A SCOTT 
GENTRY, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON 
RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendant

2020CH000145
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause 
on December 30, 2020, the Sheriff 
of Sangamon County will at 9:00 AM 
on May 4, 2021, at the Sangamon 
County Courthouse, 200 S. Ninth 
Street, SPRINGFIELD, IL, 62701, sell at 
public auction to the highest bidder for 
cash, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
LOT ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (120) IN 
WINDROW SUBDIVISION, PLAT NO. 
3. SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as 45 BOURBAKI 
ROAD, NEW BERLIN, IL 62670
Property Index No. 20-19.0-378-036
The real estate is improved with a 
single family residence.
The judgment amount was 
$132,440.32.
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest 
bid by certified funds at the close of 
the auction; the balance, including 
the Judicial sale fee for Abandoned 
Residential Property Municipality 
Relief Fund, which is calculated on 
residential real estate at the rate of $1 
for each $1,000 or fraction thereof of 
the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without 
any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a Certificate 
of Sale that will entitle the purchaser 
to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale
The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of 
the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to 
verify all information.If this property 
is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments and the legal fees 
required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). 
If this property is a condominium unit 
which is part of a common interest 
community, the purchaser of the unit 
at the foreclosure sale other than a 
mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiff’s 
attorney: Alexander Potestivo, POTES-
TIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C., 223 WEST 
JACKSON BLVD, STE 610, Chicago, IL, 
60606, (312) 263-0003. Please refer 
to file number 311119. E-Mail: ilplead-
ings@potestivolaw.com
Case # 2020CH000145
I3166846

Capitol Storage LLC
818 S Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62703
(217)522-0300
2420 N Peoria Rd
08-08 Xavier Sims-Thomas
08-05 James Johnson

3012 Great Northern Dr
CSS #533 Stephanie Weiss-Kawaski
818 S Dirksen Parkway
05-179 Jasmine Bland
909 N Taintor Rd
04- J12 Donald Johnson
To pay past due rent and fees call 217-
522-0300. Private sale will be held 
April 10,2021 9A.M at Capitol Storage 
LLC. 818 s Dirksen Pkwy Springfield, 
Illinois.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of:
JACOB C. WALKER,
A Minor.
NO. 2021-P-138
GUARDIANSHIP NOTICE
To: Marvin Meyer, Jr. whose address 
is unknown
Take notice that a Petition was filed in 
the Circuit Court of Sangamon County, 
Illinois, for the appointment of a guard-
ian of Jacob C. Walker, a Minor. Now, 
therefore, unless you and all whom it 
may concern, file your answer to the 
Petition in the action or otherwise file 
your appearance therein, in the said 
Circuit Court of Sangamon County, 
Illinois, 200 South Ninth Street, Room 
405, Springfield, Illinois, on or before 
the 17th day of May, 2021, at 9:00 
a.m., a default may be entered against 
you at any time after that day and an 
order entered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Petition.
Dated this 22nd day of March, 2021.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Matthew J. Cate - 06272040
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, 
LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705-0079 217/544-
4868
matthewcate@barberlaw.com
307188

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES,
ex rel,
Tiffany McBride Petitioner,
-vs-
Tyrone D. Mathews Respondent.
NO. 2014-F-45
P.A. NO. C01153923
NOTICE TO HEIRS OF Tyrone D. 
Mathews
IN THE MATIER OF NOTICE TO any and 
all heirs of Tyrone D. Mathews or fam-
ily members of Tyrone D. Mathews.
An action is being brought to establish 
the parent and child relationship 
between the child and a man named by 
the mother, Tyrone D. Mathews.
As the heirs of the alleged father, you 
have certain legal rights with respect 
to the case involving the child, includ-
ing the right to notice of the filing of 
proceedings instituted for the estab-
lishment of parentage of said child. 
If you wish to retain your rights with 
respect to said child, you must file with 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court of San-
gamon County, Illinois, whose address 
is 200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois, within 30 days after the date of 
receipt of this notice, a declaration of 
intent stating that you are, in fact, an 
heir or family member of the alleged 
father and that you intend to retain 
your legal rights with respect to said 
child, or a request to be notified of any 
further proceedings with respect to the 
parentage of said child.
If you do not file such declaration 
or request for notice, then whatever 

legal rights you have with respect to 
the named child, including the right 
to notice of any future proceedings 
for the establishment of parentage of 
the child, may be terminated without 
any further notice to you. When your 
legal rights with respect to the named 
child are so terminated, you will not 
be entitled to notice of any future 
proceedings.
Cheryl Drda
Attorney for:  Healthcare & Family 
Services
Room 309, County Complex 200 South 
Ninth Street Springfield, Illinois 62701
(217) 753-6395

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
HEALTHCARE & FAMILY SERVICES,
ex rel,
Cheron Jones Petitioner,
-vs-
Tyrone D. Mathews Respondent.
NO. 2015-F-171
P.A. NO. C02794974
NOTICE TO HEIRS OF Tyrone D. 
Mathews
IN THE MATTER OF NOTICE TO any and 
all heirs of Tyrone D. Mathews or fam-
ily members of Tyrone D. Mathews.
An action is being brought to establish 
the parent and child relationship 
between the child and a man named by 
the mother, Tyrone D. Mathews.
As the heirs of the alleged father, you 
have certain legal rights with respect 
to the case involving the child, includ-
ing the right to notice of the filing of 
proceedings instituted for the estab-
lishment of parentage of said child. 
If you wish to retain your rights with 
respect to said child, you must file with 
the Clerk of the Circuit Court of San-
gamon County, Illinois, whose address 
is 200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, 
Illinois, within 30 days after the date of 
receipt of this notice, a declaration of 
intent stating that you are, in fact, an 
heir or family member of the alleged 
father and that you intend to retain 
your legal rights with respect to said 
child, or a request to be notified of any 
further proceedings with respect to the 
parentage of said child.
If you do not file such declaration 
or request for notice, then whatever 
legal rights you have with respect to 
the named child, including the right 
to notice of any future proceedings 
for the establishment of parentage of 
the child, may be terminated without 
any further notice to you. When your 
legal rights with respect to the named 
child are so terminated, you will not 
be entitled to notice of any future 
proceedings.
Cheryl Drda
Attorney for:  Healthcare & Family 
Services
Room 309, County Complex 
200 South Ninth Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62701
(217) 753-6395

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Chris A. Napier, Petitioner
vs.
Cheryl Buchanon, Respondent
Case No: 2019-OP-53
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Cheryl Buchanon, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Un-
less you file your Answer or otherwise 
file your Appearance in this cause 
in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of 
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Sangamon County, Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, 
Springfield, Illinois, on or before April 
22, 2021, a judgment or decree by 
default may be taken against you for 
the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 1, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Hilda Reyes, Petitioner
vs.
George C. Williams, Respondent
Case No: 2021-OP-176
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
George C. Williams, this cause has 
been commenced against you in this 
Court asking for an Order of Protec-
tion. Unless you file your Answer or 
otherwise file your Appearance in this 
cause in the Office of the Circuit Clerk 
of Sangamon County, Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, 
Springfield, Illinois, on or before May 
13, 2021, a judgment or decree by 
default may be taken against you for 
the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 8, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Jeff Cleeton, Petitioner
vs.
Jason Batchelor, Respondent
Case No: 2021-OP-133
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 

Jason Batchelor, this cause has been 
commenced against you in this Court 
asking for an Order of Protection. Un-
less you file your Answer or otherwise 
file your Appearance in this cause 
in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of 
Sangamon County, Sangamon County 
Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, 
Springfield, Illinois, on or before May 
13, 2021, a judgment or decree by 
default may be taken against you for 
the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 8, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEV-
ENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Thomas Hamilton, Petitioner
vs.
Leo Berry, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-2393
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Leo Berry, this cause has been com-
menced against you in this Court ask-
ing for an Order of Protection. Unless 
you file your Answer or otherwise file 
your Appearance in this cause in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon 
County, Sangamon County Complex, 
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, 
Illinois, on or before May 13, 2021, a 
judgment or decree by default may be 
taken against you for the relief asked in 
the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: April 8, 2021

Sad tunes  Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 683  Puzzle answers 
from this week 
will appear here 

next week

 Crossword answers from #682

 Sudoku answers from #682

 JoshJosh answers from #682

 JoshJosh  by J. Reynolds - No. 683
Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column, 
and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the 
target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

 Diffi culty hard

 Sudoku   No. 683
 Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

 Diffi culty medium
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