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OPINION

A hunger crisis
when there’s no
shortage of food

Cabin fever blues
Surviving the big freeze

GUESTWORK | Katie S. Martin,

UPON FURTHER REVIEW | Bruce Rushton
I like cold weather.
Forget fleece fashioned from polyester. I
prefer tweed and cashmere and wool socks
and sweaters that weigh three pounds and
sheepskin hats with ear flaps. Nothing clears
the lungs, and mind, like inhaling that first
breath of sub-zero-degree air as you step outside to go cross-country skiing while Champ
the Wonder Pug, usually up for most any
adventure, pauses at the door, thinking things
over.
You can’t fix heat, but you can fix cold,
especially if there’s room inside the garage to
park your car while snow falls all night long.
Last week fell short of polar vortex, but nonetheless was plenty cold enough.
Hunkering down for pandemic is one
thing – no beer parlors in July because you
might get sick is no fun. But battening down
in February is different, especially since you
know frigid won’t last forever.
I had acquired firewood last fall, but not
enough, and so I’d been stingy, conserving
BTUs trapped inside seasoned oak until the
time was right. Being lazy, I avoid splitting
wood into kindling and instead rely on Prestostyle logs to start fires that, once large enough,
can last through the night. A few days into
cold snap, I awoke to bad reality. The fireplace
had grown cold overnight, and I had no prefab logs or fatwood or anything else to beckon
a blaze, nor did I have a hatchet to make big
pieces of wood into smaller ones that might
easily ignite. Road conditions were prohibitive. Only a fool would venture out.
I recalled my days as a Boy Scout, when
Nixon was president and the world seemed
full of possibility. Each winter, we spent a
weekend camping in Cascade Mountain foothills to test our toughness and write yellow
words in snow behind the scoutmaster’s back
when nature called. We would compete to
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see which patrol of four or so could tie knots
best, make shelter quickest and otherwise give
Daniel Boone a run for his money. My patrol
was good at coaxing fire from twigs and pine
cones and leaves.
You play the hand you’re dealt. There were
no twigs or pine cones or leaves in my house,
and a fire seemed vital as coffee. What about

Champ the Wonder Pug enjoys a roaring blaze.

Thank goodness.
One by one, I fed pages of Wanzo’s personnel file, from expense reports to forms documenting raises, into flames that grew then
ebbed then grew again beneath a yule-sized
log as I hoped for the best. There was lots of
paper because Wanzo worked for the state for
a long time.
Finally, a flicker lasted, growing bigger
and bigger and bigger and yet bigger, with
snaps and pops and sparks sufficiently robust
to roust Champ from slumber. He emerged
from bed and relocated to fireside, where he
remained the remainder of the day. He may
not be much on skiing, but my dog is good at
smelling smoke.
Wanzo was a bit player in the scheme of
things, a crook hired by a Teflon politician
who either should have known better or didn’t
care – she got caught embezzling six figures
from Southern Illinois University before Jesse
White hired her. It was good to see the file,
which contained nary a disparaging word
until the very end, accomplish something.

PHOTO BY BRUCE RUSHTON

that stack of documents in the dining room
I hadn’t touched since spring? This’ll never
work, I thought, as I toted Candace Wanzo’s
personnel file to the hearth.
Wanzo, a former Secretary of State employee, awaits sentencing after pleading guilty
to fraud in federal court. She ran a DIY licensing agency within the state’s vehicle licensing
agency, pocketing cash from folks who got
tabs from a supply she kept in her office. As
some might recall, I had to sue the secretary
of state to get her personnel file. When I won,
the file, deemed too big to transmit electronically, was delivered in paper form.

Editor’s note
Only about a third of high school seniors can read well, and the rest are at risk of lifelong
damage because of their education deficiency. Black and Hispanic students fare worse than
their white peers. Researchers know how reading can be taught better, but old ways die
hard and states, including Illinois, are reluctant to press the issue. “Rethinking reading,” by
Rachel Otwell, p. 8, is a must-read, for those who can. –Fletcher Farrar, editor and CEO

REPORTERS DESERVE SHOTS: I’ve
been asking folks ranging from dogcatcher
to governor when the working press will be
vaccinated. Call me biased, but I think that
the Fourth Estate should be as high a priority
as legislators and inmates. Certainly, there are
fewer reporters in Springfield than lawmakers
or lawbreakers – if one State Journal-Register
reporter gets sick, that’s a third of the news
staff. We go to city council meetings and
demonstrations and courthouses: Wherever
the story is, we go. I’ve been intentionally
coughed on by a homeless woman who called
COVID a hoax, and I’ve been screamed at
by maskless protestors who didn’t grasp social
distancing.
“It’s a personal decision,” Sangamon County
public health director Gail O’Neill answered at
a press conference last week when I asked how
reporters standing together comported with
the sign behind her urging folks to stay six feet
apart inside the new fairgrounds vaccination
center. No, it’s our job. National Guard troops
assigned to the center were getting shots of
surplus vaccine, so I told O’Neill to call me if
there were extras in the future. On Saturday, I
got a call and I got a shot.
Thanks.

As the pandemic throws millions of
Americans out of work, cars line up
for miles outside food banks across the
country. COVID-19 did not create the
crisis of hunger in the United States, but it
has exposed its root cause. Hint: it’s not a
shortage of food.
Even before the pandemic, 35 million
Americans were food insecure, meaning
they were not able to access and afford

Volunteers with the Emergency Food Bank and
members of the California National Guard deliver
food to needy families and individuals who are reeling from the economic impact due to the pandemic.
PHOTO BY GENARO MOLINA/LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS

enough nutritious food for their families.
And many more people were one or two
paychecks away from needing help.
In a 2018 survey, the Federal Reserve
found that 40% of Americans could not
afford to pay an unexpected $400 bill.
When businesses were forced to shut
down, this lack of financial cushion created
an economic shock and a dramatic increase
in food insecurity. Feeding America
estimates that in 2020, some 50 million
Americans – one in seven – suffered from
food insecurity.
Let’s be clear: the reason we have
massive lines at food bank distributions
is not because we have a shortage of food
supplies. Yes, in the early days of the
pandemic we faced short-term shortages
when people stockpiled nonperishables
and toilet paper. But we have a robust food
supply that rebounded quickly to respond
to the need.
Millions of Americans are hungry
continued on page 5
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“The 22nd District is a garden,” then-House
Speaker Michael Madigan told reporters
several years ago when asked about his House
district. Some thought it was funny, but he
was serious. And he’s most definitely the head
gardener.
I’ve often said that Madigan, who
officially resigned from the House on Feb.
18 after more than 50 years in office, ran
the Speaker’s office like he ran his ward and
district offices. So, the House was an even
bigger garden than his home turf.
Madigan was of course a master fixer
who took care of his members’ every need.
And since he often preferred electing the
sort of folks to his chamber who, um, didn’t
always have the ability to fend for themselves,
electorally or otherwise, his entire operation
was like a big feedback loop. He elected
members who needed his help and then
he would help them whenever they asked,
whether that was something as simple as
tickets to a ballgame, campaign money,
jobs and contracts, or even moving a state
prisoner closer to home. You name it, he
probably did it. The more he did for them,
the more control he had over them, although
nothing was ever explicitly said. Favors for
favors don’t have to be explained.
But it was far more than just mundane
things. He made the House’s trains run
on time and the way he did it required an
immense amount of work and control.
Madigan said he was a fan of the way
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt would
bring all sides to the table to try and work
out agreements, but balancing interests on
countless pieces of legislation every year was
never an easy task. The result, however, was
that most folks, including business groups,
knew they could get a fair shake as long as
he was controlling things, even if they had
to occasionally take it on the chin. There
was a reason why Illinois only approved tiny
minimum wage increases until a billionaire
liberal governor demanded much more.
He spent endless hours every Sunday
during session months reviewing details of
every single introduced bill and amendment
and figuring out what to do about the
proposals and the sponsors and the involved
interest groups. Conference committee
reports used to be a thing (after disputes
between the two chambers over amendments,
small special committees were appointed to
resolve the differences), but Madigan stopped
doing them after people other than himself
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tried to sneak through big stuff during the
end of session rush. He wanted total control
and he was convinced that was a good
thing for his members, the House and, by
extension, the state. And what he wanted, he
usually got.
The careful planning, preparation,
execution and, most importantly, control
extended to the political side. Actually, it was
all one thing. He set up some flimsy firewalls,
but there was no real difference. His House
chief of staff was also the executive director
of his state party. His alderman ran his field
operation. His best former campaign staffers
became successful contract lobbyists and then
oversaw House campaigns. A tiny handful of
those elite lobbyists/campaigners even sat in
on those aforementioned Sunday bill review
meetings.
I asked Madigan years ago if he thought
he’d ever get tired of it all. He said he viewed
the job as a big, challenging puzzle, and
as long as he enjoyed putting that puzzle
together, he would stick around. In the end,
he didn’t have a choice in the matter. But the
word I hear most from people who speak to

him these days is that he’s “relieved” to be
done with it all.
It just wasn’t fun anymore. Madigan
took some big and justified heat a couple
of years ago for his approach to sexual
harassment within his sprawling operation.
He’d always tried to quiet things down
with, in his own words, “knock it off”
warnings to the violators. In his mind,
at least, that worked for years, but he
belatedly realized it wasn’t enough. In
order to maintain control, he was forced to
dramatically change courses.
That intense scandal was the beginning
of the end. The deep well of support for
Madigan was no longer there when the
feds busted ComEd and indicted some of
his pals and publicly zeroed in on him like
never before. And some of his members
also grew tired of having their noses often
forcibly wiped for them and the submission
to a flawed leader that act required.
Enough revolted that they blocked his
reelection as Speaker and now Madigan
is left to tend a much smaller, friendlier
garden, supposedly in peace.

OPINION

A hunger crisis
continued from page 3

Work is already underway to convert the Parkway Pointe AMC movie theater that closed last year into a marijuana dispensary. Maribis, which has dispensaries in Grandview and
Chicago, has until March 31 to open a new dispensary for recreational marijuana under its state license.

community concert poem #2
what makes an item have value? my
sister remembers this as madison
I recall it as at a beloit community
concert but no matter – the action is
the same a famous violinist was playing
was it heifetz? menuhin? szigeti? too long
ago for perlman, joshua bell – anyway
the soloist broke a string I have never
seen anyone change a string as rapidly
as he did – then tuned, picked up right
where he’d left off – a second after the
final applause that closed the concert
my sister scrambled to the stage fell to
her knees retrieved the broken string
the virtuoso had dropped (I think an A)
she kept it in a velvet box in her bedroom
(she was of course an aspiring fiddler) – I
used to sneak reverent peeks at that string
she doesn’t know where it is now but
surely it was never never thrown away

2021 Jacqueline Jackson
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We welcome letters. Please include
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number. We edit all letters. Send them
to letters@illinoistimes.com.

IT STINKS
I read with interest the article
about the former AMC
movie theater on Lindbergh
Boulevard being converted
not only into a retail, but also
a grow facility, for marijuana
(“Pot garden and dispensary
planned for west side,” Feb.
3). Before this happens, a
word of warning.
I have an old hometown
buddy who lives in
Carpinteria, California,
which is an agricultural area
south of Santa Barbara. The
former greenhouses used for
flower growing have all been
converted to more lucrative
marijuana production.
The last time I visited, we
passed by the greenhouses. I
asked, “What is that skunky
smell?” He said it was the
smell given off by marijuana
plants and the neighbors
living nearby had complained
to authorities. They were
unsuccessful, because taxes
garnered always trump pesky
inconveniences such as odor
and other agricultural issues.

My buddy said the neighbors
had nicknamed the road we
were on “Shit Alley.”
I guess people living
next to hog lots have similar
problems, but locals have
an opportunity to object to
proposed lots being next door
prior to their installation. The
California residents did not
have such a privilege, as one
clean and odorless business
was converted to one less so.
Bath, Illinois, had the
same problem with the shortlived carp processing plant
which had to move out of
town. Maybe it’s time to do
a little more research on this
topic.
Bill Klein
Springfield
NOT NEEDED
It seems Sheriff Jack
Campbell wants to
declare war on the citizens
of Sangamon County
(“Sangamon County sheriff
seeks armored vehicle,” Feb.
11). Sounds like a powerdrunk politician to me.
Michael Boos
Via Facebook.com/illinoistimes
When did “to serve and
protect” turn into having
tools built to fight an army?
Terry Miller
Via Facebook.com/illinoistimes

POT PROCEEDS
I hope this works out, it’s nice
to see a direct use of local of
funds from the marijuana
legalization program (“Go
scorpions,” Feb. 11). Illinois
Times published an article last
month blasting the program
(“Cannabis conundrums,”
Jan. 21) and that article has
not aged well. There now
seem to be several local
organizations set to receive
funds.
Mark Dean
Via Facebook.com/illinoistimes
LEFTIST AGENDA
Thank you to Robert Huck
for his letter to the editor
clarifying a historical error
in a McGraw-Hill textbook
(“Slavery not unique to
south,” Feb. 18). But historical
accuracy and perspective is not
what the left (including Illinois
Times) wants. They want
legislation that will require
teachers to teach the classes
according to their agenda,
and remove them through
decertification if they don't.
I’m not certain they will be
able to ram their agenda down
everybody's throats in the
General Assembly. Time will
tell.
Frank Goudy
Via illinoistimes.com

because they lack the means to pay for food.
During COVID-19, we have awakened
to racial injustices and systemic inequalities
that put certain groups of people at greater
risk for losing their jobs, contracting the virus
and becoming food insecure. Black and Latinx
Americans are more likely than whites to work
in low-wage service industries, and are more
likely to lose their jobs due to COVID-19.
People of color, particularly women, were
already the most at risk for food insecurity,
financial instability and health disparities prior
to COVID-19.
Despite decades of providing charitable
food from regional food banks and local food
pantries, food insecurity remains a persistent
public health problem that the pandemic has
only exacerbated. Food banks have risen to
the occasion and are addressing the immediate
need for food. To tackle the root causes of food
insecurity, however, we need both public and
private responses.
We need a stronger government safety net
that includes not just federal food assistance,
but a minimum wage that enables workers to
afford food, housing and other basic needs. We
need the business sector to step up, not only
with charitable donations, but by paying living
wages with benefits so their employees don’t
need to rely on charitable food.
There is light at the end of this dark
tunnel. Vaccines are rolling out, businesses
are beginning to reopen, spring is around the
corner and President Joe Biden has signed
executive orders to reduce food insecurity
during COVID-19.
Importantly, the Biden administration has
demonstrated its willingness to tackle the root
causes of hunger by proposing a $15 minimum
wage. The federal rate of $7.25 has not budged
since 2009, which helps explain the financial
devastation experienced by millions of lowwage workers during the pandemic, including
many essential workers.
Let’s use this extraordinary moment in
history to reduce systemic inequalities and
ensure that all Americans can afford enough
food. Americans are hungry for change.
Katie S. Martin is the executive director of the
Institute for Hunger Research & Solutions at
Connecticut Food Bank-Foodshare, and the
author of Reinventing Food Banks and Pantries:
New Tools to End Hunger, Island Press, 2021.
This column was produced for the Progressive
Media Project, which is run by The Progressive
magazine, and distributed by Tribune News
Service.
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Pot bolsters coffers

Not getting their shot

GOVERNMENT | Bruce Rushton

Black residents lag in COVID-19 vaccinations
EQUITY | Mary Hansen
Illinois has given more than two million vaccinations. But Black residents are less likely to
get the shots than their white peers, according
to Illinois Department of Public Health data. As
of Feb. 22, 4% of Sangamon County’s vaccine
doses have gone to Black residents, who make
up 13% of the county’s population, according to
census numbers.
State and county health officials point to
hesitancy – a distrust of the medical establishment about getting the vaccine – as a reason for
the gap. Nationwide surveys show there is more
hesitancy among Black and Latino communities. Still, advocates for equitable distribution say
ensuring access is as urgent as education.

is unfair, according to equity advocates like
Dr. Vineet Arora, a Chicago physician and cofounder of IMPACT – Illinois Medical Professionals Action Collaborative Team. She said the
first-come, first-served online systems disadvantage those with spotty internet connection,
limited computer literacy or not enough time
to repeatedly refresh a website. “My concern is
that everybody jumps to the hesitancy, which
sort of blames the population,” Arora said of the
explanation for the racial disparity. IMPACT
supports pre-registration and a lottery system for
appointments.

Concerning data
The Sangamon County Department of Public
Health has administered about a third of the
more than 50,000 COVID-19 shots given in
the county so far. SCDPH offers vaccinations
at its clinic on South Grand Avenue, as well
as a mass vaccination site on the Illinois State
Fairgrounds, where it has partnered with the
Illinois National Guard. Pharmacies, the two
Springfield hospitals and health care groups have
given the rest.
SCDPH director Gail O’Neill said the racial
makeup of the county’s population might not
match those who are currently eligible to get the
shots – the elderly, medical professionals and
some frontline workers. O’Neill said while the
racial disparity is concerning, those differences
could explain some of the disparity. IDPH is
also missing race data for about 5% of recipients.
The county plans to partner with Southern Illinois University School of Medicine
for a community outreach effort aimed at the
medically underserved. County officials are also
considering how to deploy two Illinois National
Guard mobile vaccination units to address some
inequities in distribution.
“We’re aware of the disparities, but we didn’t
focus on that,” O’Neill said. Instead, the focus
was on getting the limited number of doses out
to those who are eligible quickly. Pharmacies
and SCDPH have relied almost entirely on
online sign-up systems, which release limited
batches of appointments that are generally
snapped up in a matter of minutes or hours.

Unfair distribution
The current system for getting an appointment
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majority Latino. He said sign-up options online,
by text, via a phone hotline – and in-person
registration by promoters who go door-todoor – have been key. Vaccines were given at a
local high school, a place familiar to residents.
And the shots were available to anyone living
or working in that neighborhood, regardless of
whether they qualified in the current phase of
the rollout.
Khan said while many may be vaccine
hesitant, “there are also a lot of people whose
hands are raised to receive this vaccine. But
they’re not sure how to make their hand seen
by anyone who can actually get them that vaccine in the first place.”

Outreach efforts

Shots of the Pfizer/BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine sit on a
table at the Illinois State Fairgrounds mass vaccination
site. PHOTO BY MARY HANSEN

Arora points to efforts like Protect Chicago
Plus as solutions. The program targets 15 communities in the city hardest hit by the pandemic,
with higher numbers of COVID-19 infections
and deaths, among other indicators. Acknowledging initial racial inequities in vaccinations,
the Chicago Department of Public Health is
setting aside thousands of doses for these communities.
Dr. Ali Khan is executive medical director
of Oak Street Health, the program’s partner for
the Belmont Cragin neighborhood, which is
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The timing of the vaccine education campaign
is important, said Rikeesha Phelon, executive
director of marketing, communications and
engagement at SIU School of Medicine. The
medical school is partnering with Sangamon
County on the community outreach plan. “We
want to make sure we’re not over-promoting
in a way that does damage to the credibility
that public health communicators might have
moving forward,” Phelon said. The fear is they
convince people to get the shot, but then there
are no or very few appointments available.
Sangamon County’s plan includes training community health ambassadors to answer
questions about the vaccine, creating promotional messages for social media and advertising
via news media. Focus groups will help identify
concerns and what information can alleviate
them, Phelon said.
Dr. Wendi Wills El-Amin is a family physician and associate dean of diversity, equity and
inclusion at SIU School of Medicine. During
a Black Lives Matter Springfield virtual event
earlier this month, Wills El-Amin talked about
a patient who wanted to get the COVID-19
vaccine. She asked him why he was so eager,
since he usually refused the flu shot. He
said he hadn’t seen people dying from the
flu, but he’s seen people die from COVID
complications. “We have become proximate,
meaning we have seen people die from this,”
Wills El-Amin said. “This has impacted our
community in a different way. And we have
the ability to create a new legacy.”
Mary Hansen is a reporter for NPR Illinois.
Contact her at mhans6@uis.edu.

Springfield’s two recreational marijuana
dispensaries are generating $45,000 a month in
revenue for the city, which levies a 3 percent tax
on sales.
It amounts to $18 million in annual sales for
pot purveyors.
Tax collection numbers emerged this week
when the city council approved a budget for
the fiscal year that starts next week. Previously,
city officials had said that they could not reveal
how much the city has collected because just
two marijuana companies do business in the
Springfield area, and making public the number
would reveal otherwise confidential sales
information to dispensaries that compete for
business.
Sangamon County now has three recreational
dispensaries, two operated by Ascend Illinois
within city limits and a third in Grandview
that is operated by Maribis, which plans to
open another dispensary in Parkway Pointe at
a shuttered movie theater on Springfield’s west
side. Before Tuesday’s final budget vote, Mayor
Jim Langfelder told the council that Ascend
Illinois has given permission for public release of
tax collection figures.
The city started collecting marijuana taxes last
July. So far, $350,000 has accumulated in city
coffers, budget director Bill McCarty told the
council. At the current rate, the city will collect
$540,000 a year in pot taxes, but McCarty said
the future looks bright. “We expect that amount
to increase as we get more dispensaries,” he said.
The city has allocated half the take to funding
pensions for the police and fire departments and
the other half for economic development projects
on the east side.
In other budget news, the council reduced
the fire department’s budget, which is north of
$40 million, by $1.4 million, drawing fire from
the firefighter’s union.
“This department is and has been run very
lean for almost 30 years,” said Vince Zummo,
union president. “Springfield is not immune
from mass shootings and/or violence, especially
considering it is the state capital.”
About a dozen firefighters attended the
hearing, some sitting next to each other despite
social-distancing protocols. In November, onethird of the fire department, including then-chief
Allen Reynes, was sidelined due to a COVID
outbreak, which helped fuel overtime costs as
healthy employees filled in for those who were
sick or in quarantine.
After the meeting, Zummo said that
firefighters have been vaccinated and were
wearing masks. “I can’t control where they sit,”
fire chief Brandon Blough offered.

U of I sued over sexual misconduct
HIGHER EDUCATION | Rachel Otwell
Two former University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign students are suing the University of
Illinois for failing to protect them from a professor they say was violent and exploitative. The
lawsuit, filed last month in the Illinois Court of
Claims, alleges the university focused on generating income from Chinese students at the cost of
protecting students.
The lawsuit outlines claims that are part
of another lawsuit the former students filed in
September 2019 against former UIUC professor
Gary Gang Xu. Both lawsuits allege that he
raped and assaulted a former undergraduate
student and forced another former student to do
work for his commercial projects, for which she
was uncredited and unpaid. The 2019 lawsuit,
which is pending in federal court in Urbana,
also claimed that the university had a financial
incentive to keep what it knew about allegations
against Xu quiet. The women now seek about
$11.7 million from the U of I board of trustees
for pain and suffering, unpaid wages and attorney fees.
Robin Kaler, a spokesperson for UIUC,
said the university was aware of the most recent
lawsuit but could not comment on its contents.
“The university investigates and takes appropriate action whenever conduct is reported that
may jeopardize or impact the safety or security of
our students or others,” Kaler said in an emailed
statement. A lawyer representing Xu did not return repeated requests for comment by deadline.
Xu denied sexual assault allegations reported by
The Daily Illini student newspaper in 2018.
The 2021 lawsuit claims the university failed
to investigate claims of sexual harassment and assault in a timely and adequate manner. Xingjian
Sun, the plaintiff who detailed an abusive
relationship with the professor, reported Xu’s behavior to UIUC on multiple occasions. But she
rescinded the claims shortly after “as is typical of
a victim of domestic violence … to protect her
safety after Xu beat her and threatened to hurt
her and her family if she did not,” the lawsuit
reads.
University officials “tried to keep things quiet,
they tried to hush things up. They dropped reports, multiple times, in order to be able to keep
the funding stream going,” said attorney Alison
Wilkinson, who represents the former students.
The U of I is a destination for students from
China. The Urbana-Champaign campus enrolled
only 37 undergraduate students from China in
2000, but by 2015 that number was close to
3,000, according to Inside Higher Ed. As Illinois
Times reported in 2017, a former University of

A quote from the lawsuit, which claims that when students were critical of a professor's alleged misconduct the
university ignored or silenced them.CREDIT ILLINOIS TIMES

Illinois Springfield recruiter of Chinese students,
Gary Yang, was accused of raping a UIS Chinese
student. Yang pleaded guilty to raping the youth
on her 17th birthday. Yang was released from
prison last year.
Wilkinson said Chinese students under Xu’s
tutelage were especially vulnerable, as their visa
status could be contingent on whether he passed
them. The lawsuit claims Xu had a reputation
within the UIUC community for exploiting
female Chinese students. “No one felt empowered to do anything about it. So, the professors,
the students, they didn’t really know what to do,”
said Wilkinson. She pointed to a 2015 report
prepared by UIUC that found only about half
of students surveyed reported knowing where to
turn for help after a sexual misconduct incident,
and only about one in three understood the
process following a misconduct report.
The U of I has been scrutinized for its
handling of sexual misconduct claims in recent
years, including those against Xu. He was one of
several subjects of reporting by ProPublica’s Local
Reporting Network that detailed a pattern of the
university allowing professors accused of sexual
misconduct to quietly resign. Some, including
Xu, collected pay after investigations found they
violated policies.
According to court records, Sun sought a
protective order against Xu in August 2015, after
an incident in which she said Xu tried to run her
over with his car. The incident brought renewed
scrutiny from the university of Xu’s behavior, the

lawsuit claims. Xu was placed on administrative
leave from January 2016 to August 2018, during
which he collected his $85,446 annual salary.
According to documents obtained by ProPublica
and NPR Illinois, in August 2016 the university
finalized an internal investigation involving
claims from Sun beginning in 2014. It found
Xu’s relationship with Sun violated university
policy and that Xu had violated a directive not
to have contact with Sun. The university gave Xu
a $10,000 bonus as part of the separation agreement he signed in 2017, and had him promise to
keep details of the agreement confidential.
The university has made changes in its
policies since allegations of harassment by professors have made national news in recent years.
For example, the U of I board of trustees last
year barred “intimate personal relationships”
between undergraduate students and professors.
Still, Wilkinson said she hopes the lawsuit
against the university will spark further change.
“Policies that are not enforced are just words on
paper,” she said. “What we really need to see is
not beautifully written policies, but we need to
see students who are aware of their rights ... and
a university that is there to protect them.”
Mary Hansen, a reporter for NPR Illinois,
contributed to this report. Rachel Otwell was lead
reporter on a 2019 ProPublica Local Reporting Network series on faculty sexual misconduct.
Hansen was an editor on that project.
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Rethinking reading

As kids continue to fall behind, educators and researchers say change is past due
EDUCATION | Rachel Otwell
Melissa Hostetter teaches language arts to
seventh graders at Washington Middle School
in Springfield. She’s currently undergoing
training on how to teach dyslexic students.
Hostetter also moderates an online group of
about 250 Illinois educators dedicated to the
“science of reading.” It’s a method for learning
that claims to be more grounded in decades
of cognitive research than more widely used,
traditional models. Those models have assumed kids learn words based on cues, such as
context and pictures, and that they will naturally pick up words by being around books.
Meanwhile, the science of reading calls for a
structured focus on phonics – how letters and
their various combinations sound – particularly during early childhood.
Hostetter said she was teaching fourth
grade in Chatham when she realized, “many
of my students were unable to sound out
multisyllabic words.” She has noticed the
same challenges in District 186, where only
27% of students who took the SATs were
proficient in English during the 2018-19
school year. As a tutor, Hostetter did research
on reading before deciding to use a phonicsbased approach and said she “saw incredible
growth in my students.”
Some of the more recent debate over
reading ignited after journalist Emily Hanford reported
stories for American Public
Media about how reading is
mostly being taught, throughout the country, in ways that
counter what researchers have
found to be best. Most curriculum, in other words, strays from
science. Reading is well-researched.
Hanford has pointed to numerous studies, such as a landmark report from the
National Reading Panel two decades
ago, that show systematic
phonics instruction is
key. While it’s not
the answer alone
– language comprehension is also crucial –
without knowing how to decode words by
sound, many kids will fail to become proficient readers.
What’s not up for debate is that kids are
largely failing to succeed at reading. According to the National Assessment of Educational
8 |
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Progress (NAEP), in 2019, across the nation
– only 37% of 12th graders were proficient
at reading. Those who struggle within the
current system can get help, if they can afford
it. But kids whose parents lack resources
don’t have the means to set their kids up with
private tutors. Literacy is an equity issue. The
education gap means Black and Hispanic students fare worse than their white peers when
it comes to reading scores. Access to effective
reading education can factor into lifelong
health and economic outcomes.
In recent years, many states have proposed
or adopted legislation aimed
at training teachers
on evidence-based
practices, such
as explicit

phonics
instruction.
In
Illinois, legislation called
the Equity in
Early Childhood Education
Act was originally
part of the omnibus
education bill that
passed the General Assembly earlier this year,
but it was scrapped during deliberations.
Stand for Children, an education advocacy
organization, supported the measure. Jessica
Handy is the government affairs director for
the Illinois chapter. She points to statistics
that show just 35% of fourth graders in the

state meet or exceed reading standards, according to NAEP. And according to a 2010
report from the Annie E. Casey Foundation,
by third grade, if kids are not proficient readers, they are four times more likely to drop
out of high school than their proficient-reader
peers, and six times more likely to drop out
if they are from low-income families. The
bulk of youth in juvenile detention struggle
with reading, and education advocates point
to literacy as a shield
against the school-toprison pipeline.
Handy said
the legislation, which
has been
filed
unsuccessfully for
multiple
years, is
aimed at
ensuring
early learners
get foundational math and
reading skills.
“We need to
provide sequential, explicit and
systematic instruction in
phonemic awareness and
phonics,” she said. Stand
for Children advocates for
an evidence-based approach
to literacy which, in addition
to phonics, includes a focus on
fluency, vocabulary development
and reading comprehension. The legislation would have also required instruction for
teachers to repeatedly and explicitly include
those components of reading.
According to a 2018 report from the
National Council on Teacher Quality, Illinois
“does not require a sufficient test of the science of reading for either elementary or special education teacher candidates.” The Equity
in Early Childhood Education Act’s sponsor,
State Rep. Rita Mayfield, D-Waukegan, told
Illinois Times she planned to refile a similar
version of the bill during the spring session.
Contact Rachel Otwell at
rotwell@illinoistimes.com.

Still trying to get Illinois to
admit he’s innocent
JUSTICE | Madison Angell
Charles Palmer was exonerated and released in
2016 after serving 18 years of a life sentence.
Now he is seeking a certificate of innocence
(COI) from the state’s highest court. An exoneree must have a COI in order to get compensation from the state.
Palmer was exonerated after being convicted
of first-degree murder in Decatur. He was released in 2016, with the help of the Illinois Innocence Project, based at University of Illinois
Springfield. The project provided new DNA
evidence. Palmer was convicted in 1999, largely
based on speculative testimony and blood traces
found on the inside mesh of his shoe. However, scrapings from the victim’s fingernails and
DNA from hair found in the victim’s hands did
not match Palmer’s DNA.
Two years after the state dropped charges
and Palmer was released, he filed for a COI
with the Macon County Circuit Court, but his
petition was denied. The decision was upheld
by an appellate court. Central to the decisions was the trace blood evidence on a shoe
belonging to Palmer, that he had testified may
have been borrowed. The shoe was twice tested
before the victim’s DNA was found. Still, the
state agreed a person other than Palmer was
the attacker of the victim, due to the DNA evidence of the hair and skin cells on the victim,
not belonging to Palmer. In January of this year,
Palmer’s defense team argued before the Illinois
Supreme Court the new evidence that led to his
exoneration satisfies the requirements to prove
innocence.
To apply for a COI, a person must have
been convicted of one or more felonies by the
state of Illinois and have served time for the
conviction. Evidence must show there is more
than a 50% chance of innocence. This places
the burden for evidence on those wrongfully
convicted. The erosion of evidence over time
puts those who have served longer sentences at
a disadvantage. Petitioners who receive a COI
are owed compensation for time served. But
advocates for the innocent say often, exonerees
mainly desire that the state acknowledge its
mistake and clear the names of the wrongfully
accused.
Palmer’s attorney, Rachel Elaine Brady, filed
a brief with the Illinois Supreme Court that included the stories of previous Illinois exonerees.
Each case highlights how hard transitioning
from prison can be and how COIs can help.
Jacques Rivera was wrongfully convicted

Charles Palmer, center, is escorted by Illinois Innocence
Project staff to see family and supporters after his 2016
release from prison. PHOTO COURTESY UIS.EDU/ILLINOISINNOCENCEPROJECT

of the 1988 shooting death of a teen. Rivera
spent 20 years in a maximum-security unit at
Stateville Correctional Center. He suffered from
PTSD and paranoia after being released. He
needed medical care and therapy to help him
cope with reintegration. The COI cleared him
of all related crime and suspicion, and helped
Rivera pay for mental and physical health
services.
Christopher Coleman was arrested and
charged in Peoria for multiple crimes. He
served 19 years in prison before the Illinois
Supreme Court reversed his conviction. After
receiving a COI, Illinois paid him $220,000 in
compensation and he no longer lived under the
shadow of suspicion.
Jason Strong was arrested in 1999 and spent
more than 15 years in prison for a murder in
Lake County he did not commit. The wrongful
conviction “tarnished his name and his record,
making it more difficult for him to obtain a
job and return to a normal life,” according to
Brady’s brief. When he was released, Strong did
not have money for health care, student loans
or purchasing a car. The COI funds helped him
break a “vicious cycle,” Brady wrote.
For many exonerees an acquittal is only a
first step in establishing innocence. COIs help
them get back on their feet financially. The
certificates provide innocent people a better
chance at starting over after being released from
prison. The people who receive COIs often use
the related funds for necessities such as food,
transportation and housing. And perhaps most
importantly, the COI is vindication for those
who have been wrongfully convicted.
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Redistricting during a pandemic

Constitutional deadlines and census delays means Lincoln’s hat could decide
POLITICS | Madison Angell
email legals@illinoistimes.com
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Legislative redistricting “is the single most
important bill of the decade,” according to Chris
Mooney, University of Illinois at Chicago professor and former director of the U of I’s Institute
for Government and Public Affairs.
The party in control of passing a redistricting
bill shapes state and federal legislative races and
representation for the next 10 years. Previous
maps are criticized for voter and geographic manipulation, otherwise known as gerrymandering,
of which both parties have been guilty. The U.S.
Census Bureau has said, due to delays because of
the pandemic, it will report redistricting data by
Sept. 30. That’s far beyond deadlines set by the
state Constitution for state legislators to draw
maps.
Every 10 years, Illinois state legislators have
until the end of June to remap. If the House and
Senate cannot reach an agreement, an eightmember redistricting commission is appointed
by legislative leaders, which then has until Aug.
10 to file a new map with the Illinois Secretary
of State. The commission is supposed to be nonpartisan, but that has not been the case in recent
decades. In 1971, the Illinois House speaker,
minority leader and Senate president appointed
themselves and legislative aids as “nonpartisan”
members, according to a report published by the
Legislative Research Unit.
Per the state Constitution, if the commission
cannot agree on a map by Aug. 10, one person
representing each party would be chosen by the
Illinois Supreme Court and have one of their
names pulled from a replica of Lincoln’s hat. The
new member would serve as the tiebreaker on the
commission, which would have until Oct. 5 to
approve a final map. The last time this happened
was in 2001.
Expected delays in census data could mean
Lincoln’s hat decides the map drawn this year.
“The delayed data is going to be a huge problem
for Illinois,” said Rep. Tim Butler, R-Springfield,
on Feb. 12. He introduced a bill that would
establish a new redistricting committee made up
of 11 members – legislators and residents. Opponents say the change would be unconstitutional.
Butler argues the change would be a way to keep
both parties from gerrymandering. “I think this is
an avenue we should explore because it would be
easier to get a law set up than it would be to get a
constitutional amendment up on the ballot in the
state of Illinois,” said Butler.
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According to the state Constitution, if a new legislative map isn’t decided by Aug. 10, the name of either a Republican
or a Democrat will be drawn out of a replica of Lincoln’s hat to serve as a tiebreaker. Legislators say this scenario could
play out this year, because census data for redistricting won’t be ready until September.

“The Illinois Supreme Court will play a
crucial role in this,” Mooney said. Maps drawn
without certified data and legislation seeking to
change redistricting deadlines or processes could
be challenged in court. Mooney said late census
data delivery is a serious issue for legislators, but
it will be hard to convince the state’s highest
court this is an emergency. And even though
Illinois Republicans have introduced legislation
to remap differently this year, Democrats are the
ones in power. That is, unless the Secretary of
State pulls a name out of Lincoln’s hat, in which
case the chances of Republicans controlling the
redistricting process goes from 0% to 50%.
As legislators scheme, good government
advocates are calling for a virtual redistricting commission and a process accessible to the
public. The redistricting process in Illinois “has
always been done behind closed doors and there
has never been an opportunity for this kind of
openness, so it would definitely be an improvement,” said Brad McMillan, executive director

of the Institute for Principled Leadership and
co-chair of CHANGE Illinois.
CHANGE Illinois is a nonprofit advocacy
coalition founded in 2009 that works with other
organizations like AARP Illinois, Chicago Votes
and the Better Government Association to try
to transform the mapping process. McMillan
said the state has a reputation of drawing lines
that protect incumbents. The group aims to end
gerrymandering and make legislative races more
competitive.
McMillan said when legislators voted on
maps 10 years ago there were only 24 hours between when final maps were released and a vote
took place. “That obviously didn’t give anybody
meaningful time to give feedback,” McMillan
said. He said he hopes that improvements could
still be made this year in order to better include
the public in the politics of redistricting.
Contact Madison Angell at
mangell@illinoistimes.com.

FOOD

Ugly delicious celeriac
FOOD | Peter Glatz

If you’ve not yet met celeriac, allow me to
introduce you. Celeriac, also known as celery
root, is the ugly duckling of the produce aisle.
It is a bulbous, knobby root with a rough,
brown, gnarled exterior. Unlike traditional
celery, which is bred for the stalks, celeriac is
bred for its roots. The stalks of celeriac are very
fibrous and practically inedible, but hidden
beneath the root’s gruff exterior you’ll find a
slightly sweet, slightly nutty-flavored white
flesh, tasting like a cross between celery and
parsley. Celeriac is not widely used in the U.S.,
but it’s quite popular in Europe. In France,
celerie remoulade, a cold mayonnaise-based
salad, is as common in the markets as potato
salad is here.
Celeriac differs from most root vegetables
because it is not very starchy, making it a great
low-carb substitute for potatoes. Celeriac is
high in soluble and insoluble fiber, both of
which are essential for colon health. Celeriac is
one of the best sources of vitamin K available,
which may reduce risks of bone fracture. One
cup of celeriac provides 80 percent of the daily
recommended value of vitamin K. Celeriac is
also very high in Vitamin C.
Celeriac is at peak during the cool months
of fall and early winter, and keeps very well.
If stored between 32 and 41 degrees and not
allowed to dry out, it can last for as long as six
months. It is usually harvested when it’s three
to five inches across, but it can grow to the size
of a cantaloupe.
It can be enjoyed raw, especially grated
and tossed in salads, a benefit for people
with an aversion to the stringiness of celery.
Raw celeriac’s rather intense celery-like flavor
can tend to dominate in salads, so it’s best
paired with other strongly flavored fruits and
vegetables, such as carrots, beets and apples.
Celeriac can be roasted, stewed or blanched.
Its flavor profile pairs well with thyme. If you’re
craving the comfort of mashed potatoes but
are trying to cut down on carbs, try mashing
celeriac. Or lower the carbs of your mashed
potatoes by using half celeriac. It will impart
a sweet, herbal taste to your mash. Celeriac
mash makes a delicious topping for a cottage
or shepherd’s pie. If you’re craving pasta, and
zucchini zoodles just don’t do it for you, you
can spiralize celeriac. Celeriac even makes
damn good french fries.
To peel celeriac, a sharp knife works better
than a vegetable peeler. To accomplish this
safely, cut off a bit of the top and bottom with

a chef’s knife, and stand it upright on your
cutting board on one of the flattened ends.
Remove the tough skin by cutting downward,
working your way around the root. Once
peeled, celeriac’s white flesh will start to turn
brown. This can be prevented by keeping it
submerged in acidulated water (2 cups of cold
water with 2 teaspoons of white vinegar or the
juice of ½ lemon) until ready to use.

Add the celeriac, stock and water. Bring to
a boil, then reduce to a simmer. Cook until
the celery root cubes are soft and easily pierced
with the tip of a knife, about 45 minutes.
Remove the celeriac and half the cooking
liquid and puree in a blender or with a stick
blender. Season with white pepper and
cayenne. Add salt to taste. Thin as needed with
the remaining cooking liquid.

Celeriac remoulade

Celeriac mash

Celeriac remoulade is a quick and easy-to-make
classic bistro salad.
Serves 2-4

Try this low-carb alternative to mashed
potatoes or use as a topping for a cottage or
shepherd’s pie.
Serves 4

Ingredients
½ cup mayonnaise
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
½ teaspoon sea salt, plus more to taste
Freshly ground black pepper
1 celeriac (about 1 pound)

Preparation
Combine the mayonnaise, mustard, and lemon
juice, salt and a few grinds of black pepper.
Peel the celeriac and grate it on the big holes
of a box grater.
Mix the dressing with the grated celeriac.
Add additional salt, pepper, mustard or lemon
juice to taste.
Serve cold. The salad will keep for up to 2
days in the refrigerator.

Celeriac soup
Serve warm or chilled, Vichyssoise-style
Serves 4
2 tablespoons unsalted butter
2 tablespoons olive oil
1-2 leeks, white parts only, coarsely chopped
(or substitute a medium onion)
2 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
Kosher salt
1 large or 2 small celeriacs, peeled and cubed
4 cups chicken stock (low sodium if storebought)
2 cups water
1 teaspoon white pepper
⅛ teaspoon cayenne
In a large pot, melt the butter with the olive oil.
Add the leeks or onion and a pinch of salt and
cook until translucent, about 5 minutes. Add
the garlic and cook for another 2 minutes.

Ingredients
1 large or 2 small celeriacs
1 cup heavy cream
2 cups chicken stock (low sodium if storebought)
1 bay leaf
1 sprig thyme
1 teaspoon kosher salt
3 tablespoons cold unsalted butter, cubed
Freshly ground black pepper

Preparation
Peel and cut celeriac into 1-inch cubes.
In a saucepan, combine the celeriac, cream,
chicken stock, bay leaf, thyme and a pinch
of salt. Bring to a boil, then lower heat to
a simmer until celeriac is tender, about 20
minutes.
With a slotted spoon, discard the bay leaf
and thyme sprig and transfer the celeriac into a
blender. Add about half of the cooking liquid
and puree on high speed. Slowly add the cold
butter cubes a few at a time until incorporated.
If mixture is too thick, thin with some of the
remaining cooking liquid. Season to taste with
salt and pepper.

Roasted celeriac steaks
Roasting celeriac gives it a meaty bite and
unique mellow flavor. Scoring the steaks allows
the marinade to penetrate and the centers to
cook evenly.

Ingredients
½ cup red wine
⅓ cup olive oil
1 tablespoon smoked paprika
¼ cup soy sauce

Celeriac - the ugly duckling of the produce aisle
PHOTO BY ANN SHAFFER GLATZ

1 tablespoon maple syrup
½ teaspoon dry thyme
½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1 large or 2 small celeriacs

Preparation
In a small mixing bowl, whisk together the
wine, olive oil, smoked paprika, soy sauce,
maple syrup, thyme and black pepper. Put
¼ cup of the marinade into a resealable bag.
Reserve the remainder for basting.
Wash and dry the celeriac. Slice into
¾-inch slabs, and carefully slice off the
outside skin. With a paring knife, score the
top of the slabs with shallow lines ½-inch
apart in a cross-hatch pattern. Place the
celeriac slabs into the resealable bag with the
marinade.
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Line a
baking sheet with parchment. Remove the
celery root steaks from the marinade and
place on the tray, scored-side up. Brush the
surfaces with some of the reserved marinade
and put the baking sheet in the oven.
Cook for 15 minutes, then turn over and
brush with more marinade, and cook for
another 15 minutes.
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Springfield battles neighborhood scourges
LIVABILITY | Bruce Rushton
Public officials long have sought solutions to
dilapidated buildings blighting Springfield with
broken windows, sagging porches, rats and worse.
Many still sit vacant and crumbling despite plans
and promises. Here’s a snapshot.

Poplar Place
The future looked bright just two years ago for one
of Springfield’s ugliest neighborhoods.
Poplar Place was so bad that Governing
magazine featured the Ward 3 housing project in
a national story about racial segregation and how
Springfield has historically herded minorities into
horrible housing, whether through public policy,
racism, neglect, indifference or a combination of
all three.
Potholes in Poplar Place’s privately owned
streets threatened axles. Roofs leaked. Windows
were boarded. Trash bins overflowed. Crime
blossomed.
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No more, Mayor Jim Langfelder declared
in 2019, when the city council approved $1.2
million in public money for street repairs, on
condition that living quarters first be fixed up.
Iceberg Development, an Iowa-based company
that specializes in low-income housing, converted
one of Poplar Place’s battered duplexes into a
sparkling single-family home to demonstrate the
firm’s commitment and the area’s promise. Within
months of the city approving money for streets,
the Illinois Housing Development Authority came
through with $15 million in tax credits critical to
financing the planned $22 million rejuvenation.
“I think it’s 90 percent of the way there,” the
mayor told Illinois Times nearly two years ago,
when IHDA announced its decision to award tax
credits for Poplar Place.
The facelift has flopped, with IHDA recently
balking at issuing tax credits the agency promised
in 2019. IHDA declined an interview request,
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asking that questions be put in writing. But there
won’t be any work done at Poplar Place anytime
soon.
“The project is no longer moving forward,”
said Jon Davidshofer, vice president of Rock Island
Economic Growth Corp., which helped put the
deal together.
It’s complicated, says Jim Bergman owner of
Iceberg Development. “I would characterize it
more as stalled,” Bergman said. “It needs to be
totally reconfigured.”
A problem that Bergman describes as rare
and esoteric is rooted in a 1999 deal between
IHDA and a previous owner of Poplar Place, then
known as Evergreen Terrace, who was granted tax
credits for revitalization, according to corporation
counsel Jim Zerkle. IHDA, according to Zerkle,
has decided that the 1999 agreement obligates
the development’s owner to provide 284 living
units for 30 years; Bergman wants to demolish

54 buildings and create 126 single-family homes
and townhouses out of the remaining Poplar Place
duplexes, with monthly rents ranging from $400
for a one-bedroom to $800 for a house with four
bedrooms and three bathrooms.
The goal of agreements such as the one IHDA
made while Bill Clinton was president is to help
ensure that the public gets its money’s worth from
developers who create housing with government
subsidies. The upshot for Poplar Place, however,
is stagnation and deterioration, according to city
officials. Langfelder says that IHDA is hung up on
a technicality: The goal should be quality housing,
and boarded-up duplexes don’t qualify. Better
to have fewer living units that are habitable, the
mayor says, than empty buildings until the 1999
financing agreement expires.
“It’s a tangled mess,” the mayor says. “Those
units are problem properties. Nobody’s in them –
if they are, they’re squatting. Is that the decision,

Nearly two years after the Illinois Housing Development Authority announced financing to fix Poplar Place,
the east side development remains a mess. PHOTO BY BRUCE RUSHTON

you let them languish for the next 10 years,
as-is?”
Representatives from The Related
Companies, current owner of Poplar Place,
could not be reached for comment. Zerkle
says that IHDA, under the 1999 financing
agreement, could force the subdivision’s owner
to correct building code violations and fix
streets.
Zerkle points to clauses in the document
stating that the owner agrees that units “will
remain suitable for occupancy taking into
account local health, safety and building
codes” and that the owner agrees “to comply
with all applicable laws, ordinances, statutes,
codes, orders, rules, regulations and decrees of
any governmental authority.” The document
also gives IHDA power to inspect premises
to evaluate the maintenance and condition of
units, and if the agency determines that the
owner has failed to keep units “in good and
habitable condition,” the agreement says that
improvements must be made within 90 days.
“They (IHDA officials) have acknowledged
that they have the authority to do it,” the city’s
attorney says. “They just have not done it. …
They have a clear obligation to enforce those
agreements for the benefit of the people who
are living there, and they are the only party that
can enforce that agreement against Related. It’s
the entire project – the condition of the entire
facility – and that is far beyond the roads.”
On the other hand, the document also
says that the owner agrees not to demolish any
part of the development. And so Poplar Place
crumbles on its own.
Langfelder says that the city will keep trying.
“It seems like we’re almost back to square
one again,” the mayor says. “But I haven’t given
up.”

Bally Vaughn
Back in the day, Bally Vaughn, an apartment

complex on West Washington Street, was the
place to be.
“It was one of the nicer apartment complexes
in town,” recalls former Ward 8 Ald. Kris
Theilen. “When I got out of college in 1995,
Bally Vaughn was right up there with Chatham
Hills and other apartments that young people
wanted to live in.”
No more.
Built in the 1960s, Bally Vaughn since has
been marked by crime, loud parties, complaints
to police and chain-link fence, which went up
after the complex shut down seven years ago.
Vacant ever since, Bally Vaughn went into
foreclosure before being sold at auction in 2017
to a Florida owner who vows better things.
A rezone proposal to rescue Bally Vaughn
is now before the city council, which narrowly
rejected a similar bid in 2018 that had been
recommended by the city’s Planning and Zoning
Commission. The issue is parking – there are
insufficient off-street spaces for the 68 units
contemplated.
The current owner, David Rodriguez, is
in negotiations with nearby Sacred HeartGriffin High School, which knows firsthand
the challenges of rehabbing property in old
neighborhoods. In 2012, SHG bought the
shuttered west branch Springfield library from
the city for $40,000, with hopes to renovate and
add an additional building to campus.
It didn’t pan out. The library now is slated
for demolition. A tentative deal between SHG
and Rodriguez calls for the developer to pick up
costs of tearing down what was once a learning
center and converting it into a parking lot for
the high school.
“Over time, we realized that not only would
the (renovation) project be cost-prohibitive,
but the need to utilize more square footage on
our campus simply isn’t there,” Sister Katherine
O’Connor, SHG president, wrote in an email
to Illinois Times. “We’ve also tried to partner
continued on page 14
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continued from page 13

with other businesses and nonprofits to utilize
this space, but the building would have required
a costly overhaul, and those attempts did not
garner much interest. Throughout the years, we
have maintained the building, but it has become
increasingly clear that the building is falling into
disrepair and the safest and best option, sadly, is
demolition.”
SHG and the West Side Neighborhood
Association opposed the 2018 rezone proposal for
Bally Vaughn, which failed on a 5-5 city council
vote – Ward 9 Ald. Jim Donelan, an SHG board
member, abstained; Langfelder, an SHG graduate,
voted against the rezone, which could not be
reintroduced for 18 months. A second council
vote is expected next month.
In 2018, Theilen argued for approval, saying
that he’d checked into properties owned by
Rodriguez in other cities. “Everything I’ve seen
has been above-board,” Theilen, who is now on
the Springfield Park Board, told colleagues and
Rodriguez three years ago when he voted for the
rezone. “From what I see from your track record,
you resolve the issues, after there’s been a finding,
very quickly.”
In his unsuccessful plea, Rodriguez told
the council that he fell in love with Springfield
after visiting for two days shortly before buying
the complex from a bank. “At the time, I didn’t
know this was the home of Abraham Lincoln – I
was very excited,” the Florida developer told the
Springfield City Council in 2018.
Three years ago, Rodriguez told the council
Bally Vaughn apartments would be rented to
“hard-working people, not to riffraffs.” In addition
to managing more than 1,000 apartment units –
his lawyer says that he has properties in New Jersey
and Florida – Rodriguez told the council that he’d
built a 7-Eleven store and was working on a Dollar
General.
“It’s a family business,” Rodriguez told the city
council in 2018. “I kid you not: I actually live in
one of my buildings. I swear on my daughter’s life,
I live in my complex. It goes to show how good I
treat my apartments.” He promised new balconies,
windows and doors for Bally Vaughn.
“Hopefully, I’ll make it very beautiful,”
Rodriguez said. “It will pretty much be a gut job.
I want to make everybody happy. It’s hard to do
that. I try my best.”
Three years later, Ward 8 Ald. Erin Conley
says that concerns about parking and the number
of units remain. “If I had been around last term,
I would not have encouraged this developer to
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move forward the way they have,” she said. “I
understand the concerns about the density of the
apartment complex.” She also acknowledges that
the status quo isn’t good.
“It’s a drain on the neighborhood,” Conley
says. “What we’re looking for is to see the
apartments fixed up on a high level. … It’s a
delicate balance. I understand the developers
want to make money – I respect that, absolutely.
These older neighborhoods are really an iconic
part of our city, it’s part of what gives us that

Here, there and everywhere
Administrative court, held several times each
month at city hall to hold building code violators
accountable, convened at 8:30 a.m. and concluded
at 11 a.m. on Feb. 17.
There was lots of down time – not more than
a half-dozen accused violators showed up in more
than two hours. No fewer than a half-dozen city
employees, including an armed cop stationed in
back who stayed the entire time, were present.
Problems were myriad and mostly dispensed

Top left: A lawyer and unsuccessful candidate for public office who's owned this boarded-up Enos Park house
since 2012 says that he expects an occupancy permit next month. Top right: A model home, left, built by a
developer whose plans to rejuvenate Poplar Place stands in contrast to boarded-up duplexes that dominate the
neighborhood. Bottom: The owner of Bally Vaughn has posted a sign promising luxury apartments, “Coming
soon.” ALL PHOTOS BY BRUCE RUSHTON

hometown feel. It’s really important that we have a
development that’s respectful of that.”
Don Craven, Rodriguez’s Springfield attorney,
said that extensive renovation, all privately
financed, remains the game plan, with one thing
certain.
“They will come up with another name, and it
will not be ‘Bally Vaughn,’” Craven promised.

| February 25 - March 3, 2021

with in short order, with scores of problems
deemed abated during recent inspections and
$150 fines issued to defendants who’ve resolved
matters and aren’t here. Garbage. Missing gutters.
Cockroaches. Rats. No smoke detectors. An
unsealed natural gas line. “I moved the car – it
runs,” says a defendant with multiple issues that
remain unsolved. Do you have proof of heat,
someone with the city asks a woman whose east

side house has several deficiencies.
Another woman cited for unsanitary
conditions is fined $450 and told that the city
will rescind the punishment if her home on East
Monroe Street passes inspection before March 10.
This is her 10th court date since 2019, according
to city files. The oldest case on today’s docket
is a Poplar Place duplex with code violations
documented in 2014. The matter is continued
with no action taken, as are cases involving Bally
Vaughn, which was cited in 2017.
Afterward, Judge Roger Holmes says that there
are success stories, but that can be in the eye of
beholders. “If you’re the neighbors, it’s going too
slowly,” he says. “If you’re the property owner,
they’re pushing too hard.”
Nearly a decade after buying a vacant house on
North Sixth Street, George Petrelli, a Springfield
lawyer who’s made unsuccessful runs for Congress
and the Springfield City Council, is still shooting
for an occupancy permit. Code violations
documented since he bought the home in 2012
for $1 from Enos Park Development Corp., an
arm of the Enos Park Neighborhood Improvement
Association, date to 2014, when he was first called
to administrative court.
“I’ve had a couple setbacks through the years,”
Petrelli says.
Petrelli says that he originally planned on fixing
the house up with labor supplied by folks eager to
learn construction skills. Once finished, he said,
people who did the work would move into the
home, plus others he planned to buy and renovate.
The plan didn’t materialize. He says that work
has progressed, and he hopes to get a temporary
certificate of occupancy next month. The city, he
says, has offered to forgive fines if he brings the
property up to code. Once it’s fixed, Petrelli says
he’ll either rent the home or sell it, perhaps via a
contract for deed.
“It’s taken a lot longer than it should have,”
Petrelli says. “The city’s been good. I’ve been
working with them.”
Some neighborhood activists say that the city
has been too patient.
Concerned that cases drag on too long,
Inner City Older Neighborhoods is attempting
to measure the problem, but getting such basic
data as what code violations are associated with
cases on the administrative court’s online docket
requires time and Freedom of Information Act
requests. Why not, ICON leaders ask, link notices
of violation to the online docket so that neighbors
can easily find out what problems the city has
discovered at a dilapidated building and what has
been done about them?
“It is so difficult to find out the status (of
properties),” says Carol Kneedler, who sits on
ICON’s problem property committee. “We’ve
been working on this for years, and we still have
trouble finding out the status. The average person

Dropping Demolitions

The number of building demolitions has been dropping in recent years.

gives up – it’s too complicated to find out. They do
want the house next door fixed up, but they have
no idea how to go about it.”
Beyond making information more accessible,
the city needs to get tougher, says George
Tinkham, another member of ICON’s problem
property committee. Tinkham says that he knows
people who’ve spent years trying to fix up houses
with little sign of progress. “Your heart goes out to
them, but look at the consequences of letting them
do very little. At that point, you’ve got to decide:
Is it better for the neighborhood, is it better for the
city, to just pull the plug and say, ‘You’ve had your
shot, this is something you can’t handle.’”
Tearing down houses, Tinkham says, should
be a key part of anti-blight strategy. “Demolition’s
important,” he says. “If you have a derelict house
sitting there, you have a slum. The threat of
demolition forces the landowner to get off dead
center.”
In 2011, the city passed an ordinance designed
to do exactly that. Vacant buildings of less than
20,000 square feet lacking occupancy permits that
have two or more code violations are supposed
to be registered with the city at an initial cost of
$300 and re-registered every three months at a
cost of $500 each time until an occupancy permit
is issued. After three years, owners must either
get building permits to fix problems or demolish
structures. The ordinance also says that the city
shall publish the list of registered buildings,
including addresses, along with names of owners
on the city’s website.
Illinois Times couldn’t find the list on the
municipal website. Kneedler says that she can’t
find it, either. Meanwhile, demolitions have
plummeted.
Between 2012 and 2014, the number of
demolitions shot from 26 to 109. The decline
began in 2015, when 75 buildings were
demolished. In 2019, the city tallied just six

SOURCE IS CITY OF SPRINGFIELD.

demolitions; between Jan. 1, 2020 and February
of this year, the city recorded 16 teardowns.
“Most of these things boil down to the budget,”
says Darryl Harris, deputy public works director.
During a recent budget hearing, public works
director Nate Bottom told the city council that
his department plans 30 demolitions during the
coming fiscal year.
The city, Tinkham says, should set firm
deadlines for getting work done and put liens on
properties if deadlines aren’t met. If a new owner
takes over, the city should require a construction
schedule. Too often, he says, absentee homeowners
skate. “If somebody’s trying to make money and
they’re not equipped for that particular business,
then they’re in the wrong business, and that’s when
the city takes on the responsibility of ultimately
causing the thing to change ownership, and the
new owner needs to be held to a certain level, also,”
Tinkham says. “All we need is the will, the political
will, in this city to make it work.”
Ward 5 Ald. Andrew Proctor says that activists
raise good points. “I agree with ICON: Things
aren’t getting done as quickly as we’d like,” Proctor
says. Beyond putting owners of crumbling
buildings on three-year schedules to effect repairs,
the city needs to do a better job of prioritizing
cases so that the worst problems get the most
attention, he says. Housing inspectors, he adds,
should find problems on their own rather than
wait for neighbors to call. The city plans to hire an
additional building inspector, which would bring
the number of inspectors to six. Proctor says that
10 would be better.
“The process is broken to the point that it’s
only a complaint-driven process,” the alderman
says. “I think it’s more about the city being
proactive every day. … There are multiple tools to
address this. I just don’t think it’s coordinated.”
Contact Bruce Rushton at
brushton@illinoistimes.com.
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MUSIC

February finals
NOW PLAYING | Tom Irwin

As we roll on into the last weekend of
February 2021 (I know, right?), local,
live music shows are coming back as we
approach our anniversary date of the
lockdown, quarantine or whatever you
want to call it, that occurred on March
21, 2020. Everything I have heard, seen
or been informed of so far, indicates
that our safe practices implemented on
a necessary scale, including mitigations
and vaccinations, will allow gatherings to
continue to happen and increase. Then,
that got me to thinking about the big stuff
that could, would and should happen this
year if the good news continues.
I found out our St. Patrick’s Day
Marching Band Parade, an institution
in Springfield if there ever was one, is
officially postponed for 2021, but could
be moved to later on in the year. In case
conditions allow for large get-togethers this
year, other events at least scheduled with
some music bookings include the LoG
MusicFest on July 2-3, Old Capitol Blues
& BBQs the last weekend in August and
the Fat Ass Street Party postponed until
Oct. 8-9. I’m sure other festivals, fairs and
the like are just on a wait-and-see program,
because what else can you do anyway? As
the organizers of LoGFest say on their post
about the July dates, “We’ve gotta give it a
shot!” and I know some of the music acts
would rather be booked and cancelled than
never be booked at all, to paraphrase an
old saying.
From what I understand, one of
the main issues of starting up theaters,
festivals, fairs and all, is the planning
necessary to book acts, rehearse shows
and set up marketing to make the events
successful. And with everything still
currently suspect, it’s difficult to be ready
to go while understanding the show may
not go on at all. With that being said, let’s
see what is happening this weekend to
walk February out the door with a ‘hi dee
hi dee hi dee ho” or an equivalent thereof.
Even if it wasn’t the late-and-alwaysgreat Johnny Cash’s birthday on Friday,
Feb. 26, I’d sure run out to see the Folsom
Prison Five at the Curve Inn. But the
added bonus of celebrating the Man in
Black’s day of birth (born in 1932) puts
this show on the must-do list. I hope they
play “Don’t Take Your Guns to Town,” one
of my favorite lesser-known JC songs, and
16 |
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Dennis Stroughmatt's Cajun-Creole Trio entertains at Hill
Prairie Winery near Oakford this Saturday evening for a
Mardi Gras celebration.

I’m pretty positive they’ll cover all the hits
spanning his decades-long career.
Saturday looks like a good night to
be out and about in Springfield with
several cool shows a-happening. The Main
Gate presents hard metal rockers No
Backup Plans, covering tunes by heavy
hitters such as Limp Bizkit, Linkin Park,
Pantera, Tool, Rob Zombie and several
more bands of loud renown doing the fast
and furious sounds. Out west of town
at Danenbergers, Birds of a Feather fly
in their Phish tribute, while the Mary Jo
Curry Band blasts the blues at Weebles on
the city’s northside. Hill Prairie Winery
near Oakford hosts a whole day of Mardi
Gras partying in the “it’s never too late to
celebrate Fat Tuesday” category of shindig
time. Along with food and drink fit for a
fais-do-do, Dennis Stroughmatt’s CajunCreole Trio entertains from 6 to 9 in the
evening, featuring Dennis’ award-winning,
world-famous fiddling in the original style
of Upper Louisiana French Creole culture,
in a way that’s sure to please your heart,
soul and dancin’ feet.
Well, I guess we can call it a day, week
and month and move on to March.

THE CALENDAR
No Malice Film Contest
Through April 29. Open to three age
groups ranging from 11-21. Visit
presidentLincoln@illinois.gov for
more information.

n Food & Drink
Slow Food Springfield Film
Festival
Sat., Feb. 27, 7-9pm. Screening of
Fantastic Fungi. Hosted by Slow
Food Springfield. RSVP required.
Visit the Facebook page for more
information. Free.

Slow Food
Springfield Film Fest
Sat., Feb. 27, 7 p.m.
Online
slowfoodspringfield.org
Free

FOOD | It’s right under your feet
Slow Food Springfield is a chapter of the Slow Food movement
founded in Italy in 1986 by Carlo Petrini, to protest the
encroachment by fast food chains on the traditional Mediterranean
lifestyle. Slow Food works to connect the pleasures of the table with a
commitment to the communities, cultures, knowledge and environment
that make this pleasure possible. The Springfield chapter sponsors farm
tours, dinners and other special events that help connect people with the
rich food traditions of the Midwest and beyond. All of Slow Food efforts
and local work are aimed at getting us closer to a world of good, clean
and fair food for all. This week, for it’s annual film fest, the chapter is
offering a free screening of the film Fantastic Fungi: The Magic Beneath
Us. Directed by Louie Schwartzberg, the film examines the organisms
that feed, heal and reveal nature’s mysteries. After you RSVP on the
chapter’s website, viewing information, along with options for a drink
kit and popcorn add-ons, will be emailed to you within 48 hours.

n History
Conversations with Erin Mast
Wed., March 3, 7pm. Join Christian
McWhirter as he interviews the
ALPL Foundation’s new president
and CEO, Erin Carlson Mast.
Visit the website or call for Zoom
information. alplm.org. 217-5576250.

n Fundraisers
Have a Heart for Animals
Through Feb. 28, 7pm. Donate
$1-$5 to the APL at participating
businesses and receive a paper
heart. Donations go toward animal
care at the APL shelter. apl-shelter.
org. 217-544-7387.

n Children’s Corner

THE CALENDAR

Send us your events! Deadline: 5pm Fri.
Submit online at: www.illinoistimes.
com. Email: calendar@illinoistimes.com
Dates, times and locations are subject to
last-minute changes, so we suggest calling
before
attending events.

n Special Music Events
Brown Bag Concert
Wed., March 3, 12-12:30pm.
Devin Kemp, soprano. Zoom link at
LincolnsChurch.org. 217-528-4311.

Tue., March 2, 10-11am. Kathryn
Harris will give the Big Read kickoff
presentation about Hope Jahren’s
memoir, Lab Girl. Visit llcc.edu/
nea-big-read or call for more
information. Free. 217-786-2432.

n Theater & Comedy
Alex Ortiz
Fri., Feb. 26, 8pm and Sat., Feb. 27,
7:30, 9:30pm. Presented by Donnie
B’s Comedy Club. Tickets available
online only. donniebs.com. VFW Post
#755, 2211 Old Jacksonville Rd.,
217-891-4858.

n Art & Architecture

“Contemplative Expressions”
Through April 1. The work of SAA
Jazz guitar hour: An interactive
Collective juried artist members
weekly podcast
from across central Illinois are on
Wednesdays, 6pm. Jose Gobbo
discusses jazz guitar techniques and display. springfieldart.org. SAA
Collective Gallery, 105 N. Fifth St.,
styles. UIS Music YouTube channel.
217-544-2787.
Free. 217-206-6240.

n Books & Authors
Reading Science, Reading
Together

DIM Artists’ Self-Serving
Artists Gallery Show
Sat., Feb. 27, 3-7pm. Artists
Joe Wallace, Jeff Williams and
Christy Freeman are coming out

of hibernation with new work.
Facebook Live walk-through at
3pm. Physical location open to the
public 4-7pm with social-distance
rules. Free. Dim Art House, 1613 S.
MacArthur Blvd., 773-235-5600.
“Duet”
Through Feb. 25. Video, print and
sculptural works by Shir Ende and
Max Guy. uis.edu. UIS Visual Arts
Gallery, HSB 201, One University
Plaza, 217-206-6506.
Frank Lloyd Wright Goes to
Hollywood
Thu., Feb. 25, 7-8:30pm. Presented
by Frank Lloyd Wright expert and
master storyteller, Timothy Totten.
dana-Thomas.org. Free. Registration
required. 217-788-9452.
Light Catcher Glass Workshop
Mon., March 1, 1-4pm. Learn
some hot glass basics with the
resident glassblower. springfieldart.
org. Members $45 and $55
non-members. Springfield Art
Association, 700 N. Fourth St., 217523-2631.

n Film & Television

Reading with a Ranger - Black
History Month
Every Saturday through February,
a video will be posted of Lincoln
Home National Historic Site park
rangers reading a children’s
book focused on Black/AfricanAmerican history. On the Facebook
and YouTube pages. Viewers are
encouraged to add comments and
questions on the posts. 217-4924241.

n Nature, Science &
Environment
Big Read - A Female Family
Affair
Wed., March 3, 10am-12pm.
Do strong women beget strong
women? Join Dr. Bonnie Styles,
the first female to head up the
Illinois State Museum, and her
daughter, Dr. Megan Styles, whose
anthropology interests shifted to
an environmental focus. Visit the
website or call for registration
information. llcc.edu/nea-big-read.
Free. 217-786-2432.
Intro to Organic Gardening Series
Sat., Feb. 27, 10-11am. Compost
and vermicomposting. Broadcast
live on the Enos Park Neighborhood
Improvement Association Facebook

page. 708-580-8432.

n Lectures & Meetings
Zoom program: Free Google tools
Thu., Feb. 25, 6:30pm. Google has
a variety of free tools that rival
many paid equivalents. Learn about
the tools including Google docs,
slides, sheets and more, followed
by a question and answer session.
Call the Jacksonville Public Library
to register and receive Zoom
information. Free. 217-243-5435.

n Bulletin Board
APL pet adoptions
Saturdays, Sundays, 11am-4pm.
Through February. All animals
will be spayed or neutered,
microchipped and will have
received all age-appropriate
vaccinations by the time of their
adoption. apl-shelter.org. PetSmart,
3183 S. Veterans Pkwy., 217-5447387.
Community Health Center Virtual
Job Fair
Thu., Feb. 25, 11am-2pm. Health
profession job seekers and
students can network with potential
employers. Visit exhibit booths,
chat with hiring representatives,
learn about loan repayment and
win prizes. www.iphca.org. 217541-7300.
District 186 Sub-districts 5 and 6
Candidates Forum
Thu., Feb. 25, 6-7:30pm.
Moderated by Jim Leach.
Registration is required. Hosted by
the League of Women Voters and
Faith Coalition for the Common
Good. Visit their Facebook page or
call for more information and the
registration link. Free. 217-6261004.
Men’s Dementia Caregiver
Support Group
Fourth Thursday of each month,
6pm. Virtually and by phone. A
specialized support group for men
who provide care for a loved one
with memory loss or dementia.
Register for each meeting for link
and dial-in number. alz.org. Free.
Registration required by phone.
1-800-272-3900.
Virtual Policy Breakfast
Fri., Feb. 26, 8-9am. Equity
and Inclusion in Workforce and
Economic Development. Moderated
by Dominic Watson. Co-sponsored
by the UIS Center for State Policy
and Leadership. Free. View on
the Citizens Club of Springfield
Facebook page.

n Health

Be Fit, Be Healthy and Be Red
Through Feb. 28, 11am-7pm. Walk
the mall in February for American
Heart Month. An educational area
with heart health information,
exercise tips, nutrition education
and much more, will be on the
upper level. White Oaks Mall, 2501
Wabash Ave., 217-787-0110.

n Live Music
Folsom Prison Five
Fri., Feb. 26, 6-10pm, Curve Inn.
The Big Suns
Fri., Feb. 26, 6:15pm, Danenberger
Family Vineyards, New Berlin.
Tom Irwin
Fri., Feb. 26, 6-9pm, The Farmhouse Restaurant.
Tulo + Eads
Fri., Feb. 26, 6:30-9:30pm, Long
Bridge Golf Course.
Tom Beverly and Geoff Ryan
Fri., Feb. 26, 7-10pm, Mowie's
Cue.
Lick Creek
Fri., Feb. 26, 7-11pm, Weebles Bar
& Grill.
Black Velvet
Sat., Feb. 27, 7:30-10:30pm,
Boar's Nest, Athens.
The Longmeyer Band
Sat., Feb. 27, 6:30-9:30pm, Curve
Inn.
Birds of a Feather
Sat., Feb. 27, 7-10pm, Danenberger Family Vineyards, New Berlin.
JackAsh
Sat., Feb. 27, 7-10pm, Locals Bar,
Pawnee.
Dennis Stroughmatt’s
Cajun-Creole Trio
Sat., Mar. 27, 6-9pm. Hill Prairie
Winery, Oakford
No Backup Plans
Sat., Feb. 27, 8pm, Main Gate Bar
& Grill.
Mary Jo Curry Band
Sat., Feb. 27, 7-10pm, Weebles
Bar & Grill.
Tom Beverly
Sun., Feb. 28, 12-3pm, Slauterhouse Brewing Co., Auburn.
Paul Bonn & The Bluesmen
Mon., Mar. 1, 7pm, The Alamo.
Tom's Turtle Tank Tuesdays
Tue., Mar. 2, 8:30pm, Facebook
with Tom Irwin.
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MARKETPLACE

ADVERTISE HERE
62,950
READERS

PLUS YOU JUST SAW THIS AD.
Call 217-753-2226 or email classifieds@illinoistimes.com
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Real Estate Foreclosure
F20080020 PNC
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY—SPRINGFIELD,
ILLINOIS
PNC Bank, National Association
Plaintiff,
vs.
Zachery W. Cumberworth; Meghan Martinie
aka Meghan D. Martinie aka Meghan D.
Cumberworth aka Meghan Diana Cumberworth; Defendants.
CASE NO. 20 CH 148
1515S Pasfield Street, Springfield, Illinois
62704
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
Public notice is hereby given that in pursuance of a judgment of said Court entered in
the above entitled cause on December 30,
2020, I, Sheriff, Jack Campbell of Sangamon
County, Illinois, will hold a sale on March
30, 2021, commencing at 9:00 AM , at the
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 South
Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, to sell to
the highest bidder or bidders the following
described real estate, or so much thereof
as may be sufficient to satisfy said decree,
to-wit:
Commonly known as: 1515S Pasfield Street,
Springfield, Illinois 62704
P.I.N.: 22-04.0-208-006
First mortgage Lien Position; Single-Family
Residence; Judgment Amount $63,144.36
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 735 ILCS 5/151507(c)(1)(H-1) AND (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(5), AND 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), YOU ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE PURCHASER OF
THE PROPERTY, OTHER THAN A MORTGAGEE,
SHALL PAY THE ASSESSMENTS AND LEGAL
FEES REQUIRED BY SUBSECTIONS (g)(1) AND
(g)(4) OF SECTION 9 AND THE ASSESSMENTS
AND COURT COSTS REQUIRED BY SUBSECTION (g-1) OF SECTION 18.5 OF THE ILLINOIS
CONDOMINIUM PROPERTY ACT
Terms of Sale: CASH – 10% down at the
time of sale and the balance due within
24 hours of the sale. All payments for the
amount bid shall be in certified funds payable
to the of Sangamon County.
The person to contact for information regarding this property is:
Sales Department at Diaz Anselmo Lindberg,
LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, Suite 120,
Naperville, IL, 60563, (630) 453-6960. For
bidding instructions, visit www.dallegal.com
24 hours prior to sale.
This communication is an attempt to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.
Diaz Anselmo Lindberg, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120
Naperville, IL 60563-4947
630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 | 630-4284620 (fax)
Attorney No. Cook 58852, DuPage 293191,
Kane 031-26104,
Peoria 1794, Winnebago 3802, IL 03126232
MidwestPleadings@dallegal.com
THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
20 CH 148
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 7TH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD,
ILLINOIS
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper
PLAINTIFF
Vs.
Tanya M. Brawner; et. al., DEFENDANTS
2019CH000365
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on 01/29/2020,
the Sheriff of Sangamon County, Illinois will
on March 16, 2021 at the hour of 9:00 AM
at in the Second Floor Boardroom of the
Sangamon County Courthouse 200 South
9th Street Springfield, IL 62701, or in a place
otherwise designated at the time of sale,

County of Sangamon and State of Illinois,
sell at public auction to the highest bidder
for cash, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:
PIN 14-32.0-260-015
Improved with Single Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1555 West Lawrence Springfield, IL 62704
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the auction;
The balance, including the Judicial sale fee
for Abandoned Residential Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated at the
rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof
of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds, is due within
twenty-four (24) hours. The subject property
is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against
said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality
or quantity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is
further subject to confirmation by the court.
If the property is a condominium and the
foreclosure takes place after 1/1/2007,
purchasers other than the mortgagees will
be required to pay any assessment and legal
fees due under The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
If the property is located in a common
interest community, purchasers other
than mortgagees will be required to pay
any assessment and legal fees due under
the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1).
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to
a return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s
attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser shall receive a Certificate of Sale,
which will entitle the purchaser to a Deed
to the real estate after Confirmation of the
sale. The successful purchaser has the sole
responsibility/expense of evicting any tenants
or other individuals presently in possession
of the subject premises.
The property will NOT be open for inspection
and Plaintiff makes no representation as to
the condition of the property. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check the Court
file to verify all information.
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court file
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis &
Associates, P.C., 15W030 North Frontage
Road, Suite 100, Burr Ridge, IL 60527,
(630) 794-9876. Please refer to file number
14-19-09806.
I3163769
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD
ILLINOIS
loanDepot.com, LLC, Plaintiff,
vs.
Joseph Reinders, II, AKA Joseph H. Reinders,
II; Lisa M. Reinders; Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, Defendants.
Case No. 2019CH000296
25 Birch Lake Drive, Sherman, IL 62684
Judge Adam Giganti
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above entitled cause on
December 4, 2019, Jack Campbell will on
March 16, 2021, at the hour of 9:00AM at the
Sangamon County Sheriff’s Office, Sangamon
County Courthouse, 200 South 9th Street,
Second Floor, Springfield, IL 62703, sell to
the highest bidder for cash, the following
described mortgaged real estate:
Commonly known as 25 Birch Lake Drive,
Sherman, IL 62684

Parcel Number(s): 07-30.0-326-029
The real estate is improved with a Single
Family Residence.
Sale terms: Bidders must present, at the time
of sale, a cashier’s or certified check for 10%
of the successful bid amount. The balance
of the successful bid shall be paid within 24
hours, by similar funds. The subject property
is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the Court. The property will NOT be open
for inspection.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale, other than the mortgagee shall pay the
assessments and the legal fees required by
the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
For information call Plaintiff’s Attorney,
Manley Deas Kochalski LLC, One East
Wacker, Suite 1250, Chicago, IL 60601.
Phone number: 312-651-6700. Attorney file
number: 19-031051.
Alan S. Kaufman
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312-651-6700
Fax: 614-220-5613
Attorney. No.: 6289893
Email: StateEFiling@manleydeas.com
19CH296
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD
ILLINOIS
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Plaintiff,
vs.
Abdelrouf Samhan, AKA Abdelrouf A.
Samhan; Unknown Owners and Non-Record
Claimants
Defendants.
Case No. 2018CH000405
2505 Somerton Road, Springfield, IL 62702
Judge Adam Giganti
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above entitled cause on
January 27, 2021, Jack Campbell will on
March 16, 2021, at the hour of 9:00AM at the
Sangamon County Sheriff’s Office, Sangamon
County Courthouse, 200 South 9th Street,
Second Floor, Springfield, IL 62703, sell to
the highest bidder for cash, the following
described mortgaged real estate:
Commonly known as 2505 Somerton Road,
Springfield, IL 62702
Parcel Number(s): 14-23.0-229-066
The real estate is improved with a Single
Family Residence.
Sale terms: Bidders must present, at the time
of sale, a cashier’s or certified check for 10%
of the successful bid amount. The balance
of the successful bid shall be paid within 24
hours, by similar funds. The subject property
is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the Court. The property will NOT be open
for inspection.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale, other than the mortgagee shall pay the
assessments and the legal fees required by
the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
For information call Plaintiff’s Attorney,
Manley Deas Kochalski LLC, One East
Wacker, Suite 1250, Chicago, IL 60601.
Phone number: 312-651-6700. Attorney file
number: 18-034041.
Alan S. Kaufman
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312-651-6700
Fax: 614-220-5613

Attorney. No.: 6289893
Email: StateEFiling@manleydeas.com
18CH405
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON TRUST
COMPANY, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FKA
THE BANK OF NEW YORK TRUST COMPANY,
N.A. AS SUCCESSOR TO JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, AS TRUSTEE FOR RESIDENTIAL ASSET
MORTGAGE PRODUCTS, INC., HOME EQUITY
MORTGAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-KR2
Plaintiff,
-v.JANET MORRIS A/K/A JANET CARR A/K/A
JANET K. CARR, TOWER LOAN OF ILLINOIS,
LLC D/B/A TOWER LOAN OF SPRINGFIELD, IL
Defendant
19 CH 000035
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and
Sale entered in the above cause on October
15, 2020, the Sheriff of Sangamon County
will at 9:00 AM on March 16, 2021, at the
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S. Ninth
Street, SPRINGFIELD, IL, 62701, sell at public
auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described real
estate:
Commonly known as 92 COTTONWOOD
DRIVE, CHATHAM, IL 62629
Property Index No. 29-07.0-126-004
The real estate is improved with a single
family residence.
The judgment amount was $118,296.30.
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the auction; the
balance, including the Judicial sale fee for
Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount
paid by the purchaser not to exceed $300,
in certified funds, is due within twenty-four
(24) hours. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any
representation as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS
IS” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale
that will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the
real estate after confirmation of the sale
The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to
the condition of the property. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check the court
file to verify all information.If this property
is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
If this property is a condominium unit which
is part of a common interest community,
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY
OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiff’s attorney:
Alexander Potestivo, POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C., 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE
610, Chicago, IL, 60606, (312) 263-0003.
Please refer to file number 308983. E-Mail:
ilpleadings@potestivolaw.com
Case # 19 CH 000035
I3164296
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF SANGAMON, STATE OF ILLINOIS
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON AS
TRUSTEE FOR CWABS, INC. ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-17,
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF RONALD J. BALDER
A/K/A RONALD JAMES BALDER, CHRISTOPHER T. BALDER, HEIR, GREGORY BALDER,
HEIR, NATALIE NICHOLS A/K/A NATALIE
BALDER, HEIR, JONATHAN WOMACK AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE, UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendant(s).
Case No. 19 CH 94
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment heretofore entered by the
said Court in the above entitled cause, the
Sheriff of Sangamon County, Illinois, will on
April 5, 2021, at the hour of 9:00 AM, at the
COUNTY BOARD CHAMBER, 2ND FLOOR,
SANGAMON COUNTY COMPLEX, 200 S.
9TH STREET, SPRINGFIELD, IL 62701, sell
at public auction to the highest and best
bidder for cash, all and singular, the following
described premises and real estate in the
said Judgment mentioned, situated in the
County of Sangamon, State of Illinois, or so
much thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy
said Judgment, to wit:
THE WEST HALF OF THE NORTH SIXTY
ACRES OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP
15 NORTH, RANGE 7 WEST OF THE THIRD
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, CONVEYING THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PARCEL:
COMMENCING AT AN IRON PIN MARKING
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID NORTH
SIXTY ACRES; THENCE EASTERLY ALONG THE
SOUTH LINE OF SAID NORTH SIXTY ACRES
208.71 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING;
THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES TO THE
LEFT TO THE RIGHT A DISTANCE OF 260.89
FEET TO AN IRON PIN; THENCE DEFLECT
90 DEGREES TO THE RIGHT A DISTANCE OF
260.89 FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID
NORTH SIXTY ACRES; THENCE DEFLECT 90
DEGREES TO THE RIGHT A DISTANCE OF
208.71 FEET ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF
SAID NORTH SIXTY ACRES TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING CONTAINING 1.25 ACRES, MORE
OR LESS
Common Address: 1907 S. WAKE ROAD
N/K/A 1779 S. WAKE ROAD, NEW BERLIN,
IL 62670
P.I.N. 20-04.0-300-024.
Contact the Law Office of IRA T. NEVEL, LLC,
175 North Franklin, Suite 201, Chicago,
Illinois 60606, (312) 357-1125, for further
information.
The terms of the sale are: Ten percent (10%)
due by cash or certified funds at the time of
the sale and balance is due within 24 hours
of the sale. The subject property is subject
to real estate taxes, special assessments
or special taxes levied against said real
estate and is offered for sale without any
representation as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “as
is” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the Court.
The property is improved by a Single Family
Residence, together with all buildings and
improvements thereon, and the tenements,
hereditaments and appurtenants thereunto
belonging and will not be available for inspection prior to sale.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments and the legal fees required by
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a
condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1).
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
Ira T. Nevel - ARDC #6185808
Timothy R. Yueill - ARDC #6192172

Greg Elsnic - ARDC #6242847
Aaron Nevel - ARDC #6322724
175 North Franklin St. Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312) 357-1125
Pleadings@nevellaw.com
SL
# 19-00105
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON, STATE OF ILLINOIS
UMB BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY
AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE FOR LVS TITLE
TRUST 2018-3,
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
WALTER W. PHELPS JR., SHARON L. PHELPS,
Defendant(s).
Case No. 20 CH 142
NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to
a Judgment heretofore entered by the said
Court in the above entitled cause, Sangamon
County, Illinois, will on March 30, 2021, at
the hour of 9:00 AM, at the COUNTY BOARD
CHAMBER, 2ND FLOOR, SANGAMON COUNTY
COMPLEX, 200 S. 9TH STREET, SPRINGFIELD,
IL 62701, sell at public auction to the highest
and best bidder for cash, all and singular, the
following described premises and real estate
in the said Judgment mentioned, situated
in the County of Sangamon, State of Illinois,
or so much thereof as shall be sufficient to
satisfy said Judgment, to wit:
Common Address: 2429 MAYFAIR RD.,
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703
P.I.N. 22-11-0-256-010
Contact the Law Office of IRA T. NEVEL, LLC,
175 North Franklin, Suite 201, Chicago,
Illinois 60606, (312) 357-1125, for further
information.
The terms of the sale are: Ten percent (10%)
due by cash or certified funds at the time of
the sale and balance is due within 24 hours
of the sale. The subject property is subject
to real estate taxes, special assessments
or special taxes levied against said real
estate and is offered for sale without any
representation as to quality or quantity of title
and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “as
is” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the Court.
The property is improved by a SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENCE, together with all buildings and
improvements thereon, and the tenements,
hereditaments and appurtenants thereunto
belonging and will not be available for inspection prior to sale.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments and the legal fees required by
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a
condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1).
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
Ira T. Nevel - ARDC #6185808
Timothy R. Yueill - ARDC #6192172
Greg Elsnic - ARDC #6242847
Aaron Nevel - ARDC #6322724
175 North Franklin St. Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312) 357-1125
Pleadings@nevellaw.com
AC
# 20-01340
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PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE UNDER ASSUMED
BUSINESS NAME ACT
STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Notice is hereby given that on the 3rd Day of
February, 2021 a Certificate of Ownership of
Business was filed in the Office of the County
Clerk of Sangamon County, stating that
Issac A. Lasley
Intend to transact, or are transacting business
in Sangamon County, State of Illinois, under the
fictitious name to wit:
Lasley Innovations!
and that they are the sole owner(s) and
proprietor(s) of said business; and that the
principal place of said business is located at:
1113 N. MacArthur Blvd., Springfield, IL 62702
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:
Jo Anne Maurer, Deceased.
No. 2021-P-4
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF CLAIM DATE
Notice is given of the death of Jo Anne Maurer,
of Springfield, Illinois. Letters Testamentary
were issued on January 7, 2021, to Karen A.
Danner, 4401 Primrose Lane, Riverton, Illinois,
62561, as Independent Executor, whose
attorney of record is DELANO LAW OFFICES,
LLC, One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza,
Springfield, Illinois, 62701.
Notice is given to all known and unknown heirs
of Jo Anne Maurer of the entry of the Order as
set forth above and of the entry of an Order
declaring Robert L. Maurer and Karen A. Danner as the only heirs of Jo Anne Maurer.
The estate will be administered without court
supervision, unless under 28-4 of the Probate
Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, any interested person
terminates independent administration at
any time by mailing or delivering a petition to
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed in
the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 9th Street,
Springfield, Illinois, or with the representative,
or both, within 6 months of the first day that
this Notice is published, and any claim not so
filed within that period is barred. Copies of a
claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and to the attorney within 10 days after it has been filed.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Sarah Delano Pavlik – 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorney for Executor
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax: 217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:
Milton George Shaffer, Sr. Deceased.
No. 2021-P-37
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF CLAIM DATE
Notice is given of the death of Milton George
Shaffer, Sr., of Springfield, Illinois. Letters Testamentary were issued on February 10, 2021,
to Milton George Shaffer, Jr., 2209 E. Reservoir,
Springfield, IL 62702, as Independent Executor,
whose attorney of record is DELANO LAW
OFFICES, LLC, One Southeast Old State Capitol
Plaza, Springfield, Illinois, 62701.
Notice is given to all known and unknown heirs
of Milton George Shaffer, Sr., of the entry of the
Order as set forth above and of the entry of an
Order declaring Milton George Shaffer, Jr., Lori
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B. Piepergerdes, Daniel E. Shaffer, and Mark
W. Shaffer as the only heirs of Milton George
Shaffer, Sr.
The estate will be administered without court
supervision, unless under 28-4 of the Probate
Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, any interested person
terminates independent administration at
any time by mailing or delivering a petition to
terminate to the Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed in
the offices of the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 9th Street,
Springfield, Illinois, or with the representative,
or both, within 6 months of the first day that
this Notice is published, and any claim not so
filed within that period is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed
or delivered to the representative and to the
attorney within 10 days after it has been filed.
Sarah Delano Pavlik – 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC
Attorney for Executor
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax: 217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the estate of:
Violet Hampton, Deceased
Case No. 2021-P-33
Claim Notice
Notice is given of the death of Violet Hampton.
Letters of Office were issued to Lydia
Stringham, 600 Rainbow, Athens, IL 62613 as
Representative. Claims against the Estate may
be filed in the Office of the Circuit Court at the
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 South 9th
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62702, with the Representative, on or before, August 11, 2021. Any
claim not filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of the claim filed with the clerk must
be mailed or delivered to the Representative
within 10 days after it has been filed.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of
SHERIDAN S. BETSILL, Deceased.
NO. 2021-P-52
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Sheridan S.
Betsill of Springfield, Sangamon County, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on January 28,
2021, to Kathleen A. Dewey, 1220 Jeffrey
Court, Northbrook, Illinois 60062, as Executor,
whose attorneys are Barber, Segatto, Hoffee,
Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, Springfield,
Illinois 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court at the
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 South
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701, or
with the representatives or both, on or before
August 4, 2021, and any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 28th day of January, 2021.
Randall W. Segatto - 06193211
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-4868
rsegatto@barberlaw.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
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Estate of
WESLEY L. BETSILL, JR., Deceased.
NO. 2021-P-47
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Wesley L. Betsill,
Jr. of Springfield, Sangamon County, Illinois.
Letters of Office were issued on January 27,
2021, to Kathleen A. Dewey, 1220 Jeffrey
Court, Northbrook, Illinois 60062, as Executor,
whose attorneys are Barber, Segatto, Hoffee,
Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, Springfield,
Illinois 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court at the
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 South
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701, or
with the representatives or both, on or before
August 3, 2021, and any claim not filed on or
before that date is barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 27th day of January, 2021.
Randall W. Segatto - 06193211
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-4868
rsegatto@barberlaw.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
Estate of:
LINDA L. HEISSINGER, Deceased.
NO. 2021-P-71
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Linda L.
Heissinger, of Rochester, Sangamon County,
Illinois. Letters of Office were issued on February 4, 2021 to Mark Stevan Heissinger, 1905
Young Road, Mechanicsburg, Illinois 62545,
and Beth A. Winning, 7935 Hendrickson Road,
Rochester, Illinois 62563, as Co-Executors,
whose attorneys are Barber, Segatto, Hoffee,
Wilke & Cate, LLP, P.O. Box 79, Springfield,
Illinois 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court at the
Sangamon County Complex, 200 South Ninth
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701 or with the
representatives or both, on or before August
11, 2021, and any claim not filed on or before
that date is barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representatives and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.
Dated this 4th day of February, 2021.
Bernard G. Segatto, III - 06190753
Barber, Segatto, Hoffee, Wilke & Cate, LLP
P.O. Box 79
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-4868
bsegatto@barberlaw.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
CASS COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
FRED W. REITHER, Deceased
NO. 2020-P-26
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate of
FRED W. REITHER, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on September
24, 2020 to Shelley Lydia Reither and Fred V.
(Trey) Reither, 1420 S. Whittier Ave, Springfield,
IL 62704 and 810 Beard St. Beardstown, IL.
62618-1527 as Independent Administrators,
whose attorney is Alex B. Rabin, Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP, 1119 S. Sixth Street,
Springfield, IL 62703. Claims against the
Estate may be filed in the Office of the Clerk of
the Circuit Court, Sangamon County Complex,
200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or
with the Representative, or both, on or before
the 09th day of July, 2021 or three months
from the date the Representative mailed or
delivered a Notice to Creditor, whichever is
later. Any claim not filed within that period is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the Representative and to the attorney within 10 days after it

has been filed.
Dated this 10th day of February, 2021.
Alex B. Rabin
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP
1119 S. Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
217-789-1200
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
MACOUPIN COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
JEANETTE SHACKLEFORD, Deceased
NO. 2021-P-6
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate of
JEANETTE SHACKLEFORD, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on January
25, 2021 to CHRISTIE SHACKLEFORD, 130
Gladstone Avenue, Raeford, NC 28376 as
Independent Administrator, whose attorney
is Alex B. Rabin of Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr &
Rabin, LLP, 1119 S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL
62703. Claims against the Estate may be filed
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Macoupin County Complex, 201 E Main St #3,
Carlinville, IL 62626, or with the Representative, or both, on or before July 24, 2021 or six
(6) months from the date the Representative
mailed or delivered a Notice to Creditor,
whichever is later. Any claim not filed within
that period is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to
the Representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 29th day of January, 2021.
Alex B. Rabin
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP
1119 S. Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
217-789-1200
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ANDREW D. HOMA,
Deceased.
No. 2021-P-000078
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of ANDREW D.
HOMA. Letters of office were issued on February 9, 2021 to Elizabeth A. Pallante , 1275
Horse Farm Road, Divernon, lllinoi s, 62530, as
Executor, whose attorney is Paul E. Presney , U,
Presney & Gonzalez, 726 South Second Street,
Sprin gfield, Illinois, 62704.
Claims against the estate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk of the Court , Sangamon
County Comple x, 200 South Ninth Street,
Springfield, lllin ois, 62701, or with the representative, or both, within six (6) months from
the date of the first publication of this notice.
Any claim not filed within that period is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the representative and
to the attorney within ten ( l 0) days after it has
been file d. The representat ive reserves all
statutory rights , including the right to require
any claim be filed with the court pursuant to
Section 18-11 of the Probate Act (755 ILCS
5/18-11).
Dated this 9th day of February, 2021.
Paul E. Presney, II Reg. #6182986
Presney & Gonzalez Attorneys for Executor 726
South Second Street Springfield, Illinois 62704
Telephone: (217) 525-0016
ppresney(a),presneygonzalez.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
EUGENE C. SZERLETICH, Deceased
Case No. 2021-P-62
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of EUGENE C.
SZERLETICH, Letters of Office were issued on
February 10, 2021 to JOHN SZERLETICH, 1009
N 7th Street., Springfield, IL as Independent
Executive whose attorney is Donald M. Craven,
1005 N. 7th Street, Springfield, IL, 62702.
Claims against the Estate may be filed in
the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Sangamon County Courthouse, Springfield,

Illinois 62701, or with the Representative, or
both, within 6 months from the date of the first
Publication of this Notice. Any Claim not filed
within that period is barred. Copies of a Claim
filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court must
be mailed or delivered to the Representative
and to the attorney within 10 days after it has
been filed.
/s/ Donald M. Craven
Donald M. Craven (#6180492) Attorney for
Independent Executor Donald M. Craven, P.C.
1005 North Seventh Street Springfield, IL
62702
Telephone: (217) 544-1777
Facsimile: (217) 544-0713
Case No. 2021-P-62
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
MARCIA E. ROGERS, Deceased.
CASE NO. 2021 P 48
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of MARCIA E.
ROGERS. Letters of Administration were issued
on February 1, 2021 to SARAH E ROGERS of St.
Louis Missouri.
Claims against the estate may be filed within
six months from the date of first publication.
Any claim not filed within six months from
the date of first publication or claims not filed
within three months from the date of mailing
or delivery of Notice to Creditors, whichever is
later, shall be barred.
Claims may be filed in the office of the Clerk of
the Court at the Sangamon County Complex,
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois, or
with the administrator, or both.
Copies of claims filed with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to the administrator and
to their attorney within ten days after it has
been filed.
Law Offices, Donald A. LoBue
2001 School House Lane
Springfield, Illinois 62704
(217) 522-0018
lobueda@sbcglobal .net ARDC # 1679996
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF JOHN B. BOLTON, DECEASED
IN PROBATE
2021P 000086
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of JOHN B.
BOLTON, 2801 Montaluma Dr., Apt. 212,
Springfield, Il 62704. Letters of Administration
were issued on February 11, 2021, to DANNY
BARNES of 4116 Old Rte. 36, Springfield, IL
62707, whose attorney is Bill Nichelson.
Claims against the estate may be filed in
the office of the Clerk of the Court at the
Sangamon County Complex, Springfield, Illinois
62701, or with the representative or both,
within six (6) months from the date the of first
publication of this notice, which is August 19,
2021, or within three (3) months from the
date of the mailing of this notice, whichever
is later, and any claim not filed on or before
that date is barred. Copies of a claim filed with
the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the
representative(s) and to the attorney within 10
days after it has been filed.
“E-filing is now mandatory for documents
in civil cases with limited exemptions. To
e-file, you must first create an account with
an e-filing service provider. Visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to
learn more and to select a service provider. I
fyouneedadditionalhelporhav
e t r o u b l e e - f i l i n g , v i s i t http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk with
your local circuit clerk’s office.”
DANNY BARNES, Administrator
Prepared by:
Bill Nichelson #6237771 Attorney at Law
1330 N. Springfield St.
P.O. Box 290 Virden, IL 62690 (217) 965-1400
nichelsonlaw@gmail.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In re the Estate of BERNICE D. RAPPEL,
Deceased.
Case No. 2021-P-49
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Bernice D. Rappel. Letters of office have been issued to Mary
Jo Haven, 2109 Augusta Dr., Springfield, IL
62704, as Executor, whose attorney is R. Phillip
Reed, Attorney at Law, 1129 S. Seventh St.,
Springfield, IL 62703. Claims against the estate
may be filed in the office of the Sangamon
County Circuit Clerk, Room 405, 200 S. Ninth
St., Springfield, IL 62701, or with the Executor,
or both, on or before August 25, 2021, and any
claim not filed on or before that date is barred.
Copies of a claim filed with the Sangamon
County Circuit Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the Executor and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.
illinoisco urts.gov/service-providers.htm to
learn more and to select a service provider.
If you need additional help or have trouble
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAO/gethelp.asp or talk with your local circuit
clerk’s office.
R. PHILLIP REED Attorney at Law 1129 S.
Seventh St.
Springfield, IL 62703 (217) 528-7333
reedlaw @sbcglobal.net
ARDC No. 2300478
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In re the Estate of SHERYL F. HERCHY,
Deceased.
Case No. 2021-P-68
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Sheryl F. Herchy.
Letters of office have been issued to Michelle
H. Smith, 109 Rainier Estates Court, Rainier,
WA 98576 and Jason L. Herchy, 1236 N. Oak.
lane Rd., Lot 305, Springfield, IL 62707, as
Executors, whose attorney is R. Phillip Reed,
Attorney at Law, 1129 S. Seventh St., Springfield, IL 62703. Claims against the estate may
be filed in the office of the Sangamon County
Circuit Clerk, Room 405, 200 S. Ninth St.,
Springfield, IL 62701, or with the Executors,
or both, on or before August 18, 2021, and
any claim not filed on or before that date is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the Sangamon County Circuit Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the Executors and to the attorney
within 10 days after it has been filed .
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile. illinoiscourts.gov /service-providers.htmto learn
more and to select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have trouble e-filing,
visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
R. PHILLIP REED Attorney at Law
1129 S. Seventh St.
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 528-7333
reedlaw@sbcglobal.net ARDC No. 2300478
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN RE THE ESTATE OF:
SUE ANN TRUAX, Deceased.
Case No. 2021-P-24
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of SUE ANN TRUAX
of Sherman, Sangamon County, Illinois. Letters
of office were issued on January 21, 2021, to
ALLEN DIEHM, Edinburg, Christian County, IL
62531, Executor, whose attorney is Thomas
E. Doyle,
222 W. Market, P.0. Box 77, Taylorville, IL
62568.
Claims against the estate may be filed in
the office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon
County, 200 S. 9th St., Springfield, IL 62702,
or with the representative, or both on or before

August 15, 2021, which date is not less than
six months of the first publication of this notice
and any claim not filed within that period is
barred. Copies of a claim filed with the Clerk
must be mailed or delivered to the representative and to the attorney within 10 days after it
has been filed.
Dated: February 2, 2021
Paul Palozzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Thomas E. Doyle
Attorney at Law
222 W, Market St.
P.O. Box 77
Taylorville, IL 62568
(217) 824-2203
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
CARLO CATALANO, Deceased
NO. 2021-P-35
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate of
Carlo Catalano, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on January 28,
2021, to Carlo S. Catalano, 3820 Indian Grass
Lane, Springfield, IL 62712-5810.as Independent Executor, whose attorney is Gregory P.
Sgro, Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP, 1119
S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL 62703. Claims
against the Estate may be filed in the Office
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Sangamon
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the Representative, or
both, on or before the 9th day of August, 2021,
or three months from the date the Representative mailed or delivered a Notice to Creditor,
whichever is later. Any claim not filed within
that period is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to
the Representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 29th day of January, 2021.
Gregory P. Sgro
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP 1119 S.
Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 789-1200
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF JUANITA
ROSE GRATTON, Deceased
NO. 2021-P-89
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate of
Juanita Rose Gratton, Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on February 11,
2021, to George W. Gratton, Jr., 32678 Route 4,
Girard, IL 62640, as Independent Administrator,
whose attorney is Gregory P. Sgro, Sgro,
Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP, 1119 S. Sixth
Street, Springfield, IL 62703. Claims against
the Estate may be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Sangamon County
Complex, 200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL
62701, or with the Representative, or both,
on or before the 23rd of August, 2021, or
three months from the date the Representative mailed or delivered a Notice to Creditor,
whichever is later. Any claim not filed within
that period is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to
the Representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 11th day of February, 2021
Gregory P. Sgro
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP
1119 S. Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 789-1200
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF ANTHONY
J. LEONE, JR., Deceased
NO. 2021-P-000084
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate of
Anthony J. Leone, Jr., Deceased.
Letters of Office were issued on February 11,

2021, to Catherine L. Cragoe, 2031 S. Bates
Avenue, Springfield, IL 62704, as Independent
Administrator, whose attorney is Gregory P.
Sgro, Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP, 1119
S. Sixth Street, Springfield, IL 62703. Claims
against the Estate may be filed in the Office
of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Sangamon
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the Representative, or
both, on or before the 23rd of August, 2021, or
three months from the date the Representative mailed or delivered a Notice to Creditor,
whichever is later. Any claim not filed within
that period is barred. Copies of a claim filed
with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered to
the Representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated this 11th day of February, 2021
Gregory P. Sgro
Sgro, Hanrahan, Durr & Rabin, LLP
1119 S. Sixth Street
Springfield, IL 62703
(217) 789-1200
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF ANNA M.
DIXON, DECEASED.
NO. 2021-P-76
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of ANNA M. DIXON,
of Auburn, Illinois. Letters of Office were
issued on February 16, 2021 to JAMES W.
DIXON, 7 Homewood Ct., Springfield, Illinois
62704 whose attorney is Rammelkamp
Bradney, P.C., 741 South Grand Avenue West,
Springfield, Illinois 62704.
Claims against the Estate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the Court of Sangamon
County; 200 S. Ninth Street, 4th Floor, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the representative, or
both, within 6 months from the 25th day of
February, 2021, being the date of first publication of this Notice and any claim not filed
within that period is barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must be mailed or delivered
to the representative and to the attorney within
10 days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htmto learn
more and to select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have trouble e-filing,
visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Dated this 17th day of February, 2021.
JAMES W. DIXON, Executor of the Estate of
ANNA M. DIXON, Deceased
BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C.
By: Anthony J. DelGiorno Attorney
Attorneys for Estate:
Anthony J. DelGiorno (IARDC: 6277358)
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C.
741 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL 62704
Telephone: (217) 522-6000
Email: Tony@rblawyers.net
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SEVENTH
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF
ELIZABETH ANN CARTWRIGHT, DECEASED.
NO. 2021-P-41
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of ELIZABETH ANN
CARTWRIGHT, of Springfield, Illinois. Letters
of Office were issued on February 2, 2021,
to DANIEL J. RACHFORD 2626 Delaware
Dr.; Springfield, IL 62702 and MCHAEL P.
RACHFORD 12600 Town & Country Estates
Ln., Town & Country, MO 63141. The attorney
for the Independent Co-Administrators is
Rammelkamp Bradney, P.C., 741 South Grand
Avenue West, Springfield, IL 62704.
The estate will be administered without court
supervision, unless under Section 28-4 of the

Probate Act any interested person terminates
independent administration at any time by
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate to
the Clerk of the Court.
Claims against the Estate may be filed in the
Office of the Clerk of the Court at the Sangamon County Building Complex, 200 South
Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the
representative, or both, within 6 months from
the 18th Day of February, 2021, being the date
of first publication of this Notice and any claim
not filed within that period is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed or
delivered to the representative and to the attorney within 10 days after it has been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-file,
you must first create an account with an
e-filing service provider. Visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htmto learn
more and to select a service provider. If you
need additional help or have trouble e-filing,
visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp or talk with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Dated this 11th day of February, 2021.
DAN RACHFORD and MIKE RACHFORD, as
Independent Co-Administrators of the Estate of
ELIZABETH ANN CARTWRIGHT, Deceased
BY: RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C.
By: /s/ Anthony J. DelGiorno
Anthony J. DelGiorno, of Counsel
Attorneys for Estate:
RAMMELKAMP BRADNEY, P.C.
Anthony J. DelGiorno, Attorney
IL ARDC No. 6277358
741 South Grand Avenue West
Springfield, IL 62704
Telephone: (217) 522-6000
Fax: 217) 522-6018
E-mail: tony@rblawyers.net
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Re: the marriage of
Marquisha Fields-Dunlap Petitioner
and
Willie Q. Dunlap, Respondent
Case No. 2020-D-498
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Notice is given you Willie Q. Dunlap, Respondent herein, that this cause has been commenced against you in this court asking for a
dissolution of marriage and other relief.
Unless you file your response or otherwise file
your appearance in this cause in the office
of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, in
Springfield, Illinois on or before the
18th day of March, 2021 a judgment of dissolution of marriage and other relief may be
granted as prayed for in the Petition.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
ALEA MAE HOMAN
For change of name to
FARREN ALEA MAE ACKERMAN
Case NO.: 2020-MR-1255
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on March 30,
2021 I will petition in said Court praying for the
change of name from ALEA MAE HOMAN to
FARREN ALEA MAE ACKERMAN pursuant to the
statute in such case made and provided.
Dated: February 11, 2021

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
MACKENZIE CENIZA
For change of name to
MACKENZIE WILD
Case NO.: 2021-MR-115
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on March

30, 2021 I will petition in said Court praying for
the change of name from MACKENZIE CENIZA
to MACKENZIE WILD pursuant to the statute in
such case made and provided.
Dated: February 11, 2021
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
AARON ANTHONY EVANS
For change of name to
AARON ANTHONY HOLMAN
Case NO.: 2021-MR-50
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on April 13,
2021 I will petition in said Court praying for the
change of name from AARON ANTHONY EVANS
to AARON ANTHONY HOLMAN. pursuant to the
statute in such case made and provided.
Dated: February 18, 2021
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Austin Nikolas Zachary Johnson
For change of name to
Audie Nikolas Barrow
Case NO.: 2021-MR-166
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on April 13,
2021 I will petition in said Court praying for the
change of name from Austin Nikolas Zachary
Johnson to Audie Nikolas Barrow pursuant to
the statute in such case made and provided.
Dated: February 18, 2021
F20080020 PNC
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY—SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS
PNC Bank, National Association, Plaintiff,
vs.
Zachery W. Cumberworth; Meghan Martinie
aka Meghan D. Martinie aka Meghan D. Cumberworth aka Meghan Diana Cumberworth;
Defendants.
CASE NO. 20 CH 148
1515S Pasfield Street, Springfield, Illinois
62704
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
Public notice is hereby given that in pursuance
of a judgment of said Court entered in the
above entitled cause on December 30, 2020, I,
Sheriff, Jack Campbell of Sangamon County,
Illinois, will hold a sale on March 30, 2021,
commencing at 9:00 AM , at the Sangamon
County Courthouse, 200 South Ninth Street,
Springfield, IL 62701, to sell to the highest
bidder or bidders the following described real
estate, or so much thereof as may be sufficient
to satisfy said decree, to-wit:
LOT 26 IN BLOCK 5 OF PAYNE’S GRAND
AVENUE SUBDIVISION NO. 2.
EXCEPT ALL COAL AND OTHER MINERALS
UNDERLYING SAID LANDS, TOGETHER WITH
THE RIGHT TO MINE AND REMOVE SAME.
SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as: 1515S Pasfield Street,
Springfield, Illinois 62704
P.I.N.: 22-04.0-208-006
First mortgage Lien Position; Single-Family
Residence; Judgment Amount $63,144.36
IN ACCORDANCE WITH 735 ILCS 5/15-1507(c)
(1)(H-1) AND (H-2), 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), AND
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1), YOU ARE HEREBY
NOTIFIED THAT THE PURCHASER OF THE
PROPERTY, OTHER THAN A MORTGAGEE,
SHALL PAY THE ASSESSMENTS AND LEGAL
FEES REQUIRED BY SUBSECTIONS (g)(1) AND
(g)(4) OF SECTION 9 AND THE ASSESSMENTS
AND COURT COSTS REQUIRED BY SUBSECTION (g-1) OF SECTION 18.5 OF THE ILLINOIS
CONDOMINIUM PROPERTY ACT
Terms of Sale: CASH – 10% down at the time
of sale and the balance due within 24 hours
of the sale. All payments for the amount bid
shall be in certified funds payable to the of
Sangamon County.
The person to contact for information regarding this property is:

Sales Department at Diaz Anselmo Lindberg,
LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, Suite 120, Naperville, IL, 60563, (630) 453-6960. For bidding
instructions, visit www.dallegal.com 24 hours
prior to sale.
This communication is an attempt to collect a
debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.
Diaz Anselmo Lindberg, LLC
1771 W. Diehl Rd., Ste 120
Naperville, IL 60563-4947
630-453-6960 | 866-402-8661 | 630-4284620 (fax)
Attorney No. Cook 58852, DuPage 293191,
Kane 031-26104, Peoria 1794, Winnebago
3802, IL 03126232
MidwestPleadings@dallegal.com
THIS LAW FIRM IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT
COLLECTOR.
20 CH 148
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE 7TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS
Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. Cooper
PLAINTIFF
Vs.
Tanya M. Brawner; et. al.,DEFENDANTS
2019CH000365
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on 01/29/2020,
the Sheriff of Sangamon County, Illinois will on
March 16, 2021 at the hour of 9:00 AM at in
the Second Floor Boardroom of the Sangamon
County Courthouse 200 South 9th Street
Springfield, IL 62701, or in a place otherwise
designated at the time of sale, County of
Sangamon and State of Illinois, sell at public
auction to the highest bidder for cash, as set
forth below, the following described real estate:
LOT 74 IN WANLESS’ WEST LAWRENCE
AVENUE ADDITION. EXCEPT ALL COAL AND
OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING SAID LANDS,
TOGETHER WITH THE RIGHT TO MINE AND
REMOVE SAME.
PIN 14-32.0-260-015
Improved with Single Family Home
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1555 West Lawrence
Springfield, IL 62704
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the auction; The
balance, including the Judicial sale fee for
Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated at the rate
of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction thereof
of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds, is due within
twenty-four (24) hours. The subject property
is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against
said real estate and is offered for sale without
any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in
“AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.
If the property is a condominium and the foreclosure takes place after 1/1/2007, purchasers
other than the mortgagees will be required to
pay any assessment and legal fees due under
The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
If the property is located in a common interest
community, purchasers other than mortgagees
will be required to pay any assessment and legal fees due under the Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only to
a return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser
shall have no further recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s
attorney.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser shall receive a Certificate of Sale,
which will entitle the purchaser to a Deed
to the real estate after Confirmation of the
sale. The successful purchaser has the sole
responsibility/expense of evicting any tenants
or other individuals presently in possession of
the subject premises.
The property will NOT be open for inspection
and Plaintiff makes no representation as to the

condition of the property. Prospective bidders
are admonished to check the Court file to
verify all information.
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court file or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Codilis & Associates,
P.C., 15W030 North Frontage Road, Suite 100,
Burr Ridge, IL 60527, (630) 794-9876. Please
refer to file number 14-19-09806.
I3163769
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD ILLINOIS
loanDepot.com, LLC, Plaintiff,
vs.
Joseph Reinders, II, AKA Joseph H. Reinders,
II; Lisa M. Reinders; Unknown Owners and
Non-Record Claimants, Defendants.
Case No. 2019CH000296
25 Birch Lake Drive, Sherman, IL 62684
Judge Adam Giganti
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above entitled cause on December 4,
2019, Jack Campbell will on March 16, 2021,
at the hour of 9:00AM at the Sangamon County
Sheriff’s Office, Sangamon County Courthouse,
200 South 9th Street, Second Floor, Springfield,
IL 62703, sell to the highest bidder for cash,
the following described mortgaged real estate:
Lot 86, Except the South 10 feet thereof, Also,
the South 1 foot of Lot 87 of Birch Lake Estates
Second Addition
Commonly known as 25 Birch Lake Drive,
Sherman, IL 62684
Parcel Number(s): 07-30.0-326-029
The real estate is improved with a Single
Family Residence.
Sale terms: Bidders must present, at the time
of sale, a cashier’s or certified check for 10%
of the successful bid amount. The balance
of the successful bid shall be paid within 24
hours, by similar funds. The subject property
is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
The sale is further subject to confirmation by
the Court. The property will NOT be open for
inspection.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale,
other than the mortgagee shall pay the assessments and the legal fees required by the
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).
For information call Plaintiff’s Attorney, Manley
Deas Kochalski LLC, One East Wacker, Suite
1250, Chicago, IL 60601. Phone number: 312651-6700. Attorney file number: 19-031051.
Alan S. Kaufman
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312-651-6700
Fax: 614-220-5613
Attorney. No.: 6289893
Email: StateEFiling@manleydeas.com
19CH296
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD ILLINOIS
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Plaintiff,
vs.
Abdelrouf Samhan, AKA Abdelrouf A. Samhan;
Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants
Defendants.
Case No. 2018CH000405
2505 Somerton Road, Springfield, IL 62702
Judge Adam Giganti
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above entitled cause on January 27,
2021, Jack Campbell will on March 16, 2021,
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at the hour of 9:00AM at the Sangamon County
Sheriff’s Office, Sangamon County Courthouse,
200 South 9th Street, Second Floor, Springfield,
IL 62703, sell to the highest bidder for cash,
the following described mortgaged real estate:
Lot 300, except the Westerly 5 feet of Charles
S. Wanless’ Northgate Addition Fifth Plat,
Springfield, Illinois.
Except all coal, minerals and mining rights
heretofore conveyed or reserved of record.
Commonly known as 2505 Somerton Road,
Springfield, IL 62702
Parcel Number(s): 14-23.0-229-066
The real estate is improved with a Single
Family Residence.
Sale terms: Bidders must present, at the time
of sale, a cashier’s or certified check for 10%
of the successful bid amount. The balance
of the successful bid shall be paid within 24
hours, by similar funds. The subject property
is offered for sale without any representation
as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition.
The sale is further subject to confirmation by
the Court. The property will NOT be open for
inspection.
If this property is a condominium unit, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale,
other than the mortgagee shall pay the assessments and the legal fees required by the
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)
(1) and (g)(4).
For information call Plaintiff’s Attorney, Manley
Deas Kochalski LLC, One East Wacker, Suite
1250, Chicago, IL 60601. Phone number: 312651-6700. Attorney file number: 18-034041.
Alan S. Kaufman
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff
One East Wacker, Suite 1250
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312-651-6700
Fax: 614-220-5613
Attorney. No.: 6289893
Email: StateEFiling@manleydeas.com
18CH405
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON TRUST
COMPANY, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FKA
THE BANK OF NEW YORK TRUST COMPANY,
N.A. AS SUCCESSOR TO JPMORGAN CHASE
BANK, AS TRUSTEE FOR RESIDENTIAL ASSET
MORTGAGE PRODUCTS, INC., HOME EQUITY
MORTGAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2004-KR2
Plaintiff,
-v.JANET MORRIS A/K/A JANET CARR A/K/A JANET K. CARR, TOWER LOAN OF ILLINOIS, LLC
D/B/A TOWER LOAN OF SPRINGFIELD, IL
Defendant
19 CH 000035
NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on October 15,
2020, the Sheriff of Sangamon County will at
9:00 AM on March 16, 2021, at the Sangamon
County Courthouse, 200 S. Ninth Street,
SPRINGFIELD, IL, 62701, sell at public auction
to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:
LOT FORTY-EIGHT (48) OF BIRCH GROVE ADDITION. EXCEPT ALL COAL AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING SAID LANDS, TOGETHER
WITH THE RIGHT TO MINE AND REMOVE SAME.
SITUATED IN SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Commonly known as 92 COTTONWOOD
DRIVE, CHATHAM, IL 62629
Property Index No. 29-07.0-126-004
The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.
The judgment amount was $118,296.30.
Sale terms: 10% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the auction; the
balance, including the Judicial sale fee for
Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000
or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified
funds, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
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The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse
to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is
further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that
will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real
estate after confirmation of the sale
The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to
the condition of the property. Prospective
bidders are admonished to check the court
file to verify all information.If this property is a
condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee
shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this
property is a condominium unit which is part of
a common interest community, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale other than a
mortgagee shall pay the assessments required
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiff’s attorney:
Alexander Potestivo, POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C., 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE
610, Chicago, IL, 60606, (312) 263-0003.
Please refer to file number 308983. E-Mail:
ilpleadings@potestivolaw.com
Case # 19 CH 000035
I3164296
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
BANK OF SPRINGFIELD, an Illinois
banking corporation, Plaintiff,
v.
CHRISTOPHER J. PASLAY,
UNKNOWN OWNERS, and NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS, Defendants.
IN CHANCERY
Case No. 2021CH000010
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
NOTICE is hereby given to UNKNOWN OWNERS
and NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants in
the above-entitled case, pursuant to the provisions of 735 ILCS 5/15-1218 and 15-1502 and
Sec. 2-206 that the above-entitled mortgage
foreclosure suit is now pending in said court
and the day on or after which a default may
be entered against said Defendants is April
1, 2021.
The Plaintiff has certified the following regarding said foreclosure action filed on February
11, 2021: (i) The names of all Plaintiffs and
the case number are as follows: Bank of
Springfield, an Illinois banking corporation
- Case No. 2021CH000010 (ii) The court in
which said action was brought is as follows:
Circuit Court of the Seventh Judicial Circuit,
Sangamon County, Illinois (iii) The name of the
title holder of record: Christopher J. Paslay (iv)
Legal description and common address of the
real estate sufficient to identify it with reasonable certainty are as follows: Lot Three (3) in
Block Twenty-Three (23) in Payne’s South Side
Addition, Second Plat, as shown on Plat recorded August 11, 2015 in Plat Book 11, Page
20. Except any interest in the coal, oil, gas and
other minerals underlying the land which have
been heretofore conveyed or reserved in prior
conveyances, and all rights and easements
in favor of the estate of said coal, oil, gas and
other minerals, if any. Situated in Sangamon
County, Illinois; commonly known as 2009
South 4th Street, Springfield, IL 62703-3447.
Parcel Number: 22-04-429-007
(v) Identification of the mortgage sought to be
foreclosed is as follows: Name of mortgagor:
Christopher J. Paslay, Name of mortgagee:
Bank of Springfield, an Illinois banking
corporation.
Date of mortgage: October 23, 2015
Date of recording: October 26, 2015

| February 25-March 3, 2021

County where recorded: Sangamon County,
Illinois Recording document identification:
Document No. 2015R30426
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
SORLING NORTHRUP, Attorneys
Stephen A. Tagge, of Counsel – ARDC
#2793369
Brian D. Jones, of Counsel – ARDC #6286510
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 North Old State Capitol
Plaza, Suite 200
P.O. Box 5131
Springfield, Illinois 62705
Telephone: (217) 544-1144
E-Mail: satagge@sorlinglaw.com; bdjones@
sorlinglaw.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
TRINITY FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC
PLAINTIFF
vs.
HENRY J. HIBBS, SANDRA K. HIBBS, TRACY
A. SMITH, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS Property Address: 9075
Owl Road, Sherman, IL 62684
DEFENDANTS
NO. 2020CH000199
PUBLICATION NOTICE
The requisite affidavit for publication having
been filed, notice is hereby given to you
TRACY A. SMITH, UNKNOWN OWNERS and
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants in the
above-entitled suit, that the said suit has been
commenced in the Circuit Court of Sangamon
County, Illinois by the plaintiff against you and
other defendants, praying for the foreclosure of
a certain mortgage encumbering the premises
described as follows to wit:
PARCEL 1: WEST 168.33 OF EAST 568.33
LOT 2, 1.18 ACRES HUGHES ILLINOIS BLVD
SUBDIVISION.
PARCEL 2: LOT 3 5 ACRES HUGHES ILLINOIS
BLVD SUBDIVISION, SITUATED IN SANGAMON
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COMMON ADDRESS: 9075 OWL ROAD, SHERMAN, IL 62684
P.I.N.: 07-07-401-007
and which said mortgage was recorded in the
Office of the Sangamon County Recorder of
Deeds as Document No. 2001R65159; and
for such other relief prayed; that summons
was duly issued out of the Circuit Court of
Sangamon County against you as provided by
law, and that the said suit is now pending.
NOW THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU, the said
above defendant, file your answer to the
Complaint in said suit or otherwise make your
appearance therein, in the Office of the Clerk
of this Court in Sangamon County at 200
South Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701
on or before March 22, 2021, default may be
entered against you at any time after that day
and a judgment entered in accordance with
the prayer of said complaint.
Noah Weininger ARDC #6280021
The Weininger Law Firm LLC
2 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1600
Chicago, Illinois 60602
(T) 312-796-8850 (F) 312-248-2250
nweininger@weiningerlawfirm.com
I3164286
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Kyle Vicari Petitioner
and
Jasmin Bolton, Respondent
Case No. 2021-F-14
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Notice is given you Jasmin Bolton, Respondent
herein, that this cause has been commenced
and you are summoned to a child custody
case and for other relief.
Unless you file your response or otherwise
file your appearance in this case in the office
of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, 200
South Ninth Street, Room 405, Springfield,
Illinois on or before the 1st day of March,
2021, a judgment or decree by default may
be taken against you for the relief asked in the

complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Circuit Clerk

Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: Oct. 19, 2020

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Mary Suter, Petitioner
vs.
Malcolm Suter, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-1265
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Malcolm Suter, this cause has been commenced against you in this Court asking for an
Order of Protection. Unless you file your Answer or otherwise file your Appearance in this
cause in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon County Complex,
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, Illinois,
on or before March 18, 2021, a judgment or
decree by default may be taken against you for
the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: February 4, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Sheila Nicholson, Petitioner
vs.
Rosalinda Candiotti, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-2295
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Rosalinda Candiotti, this cause has been commenced against you in this Court asking for an
Order of Protection. Unless you file your Answer or otherwise file your Appearance in this
cause in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon County Complex,
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, Illinois,
on or before March 25, 2021, a judgment or
decree by default may be taken against you for
the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: Feb. 11, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Nixon C. Vicci, Petitioner
vs.
Christopher Higgins, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-2186
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Christopher Higgins, this cause has been commenced against you in this Court asking for an
Order of Protection. Unless you file your Answer or otherwise file your Appearance in this
cause in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon County Complex,
200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, Illinois,
on or before March 24, 2021, a judgment or
decree by default may be taken against you for
the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: January 21, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Tiffany R. Reid, Petitioner
vs.
Donavin R. Beanblossom, Respondent
Case No: 2018-OP-2219
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Donavin R. Beanblossom, this cause has
been commenced against you in this Court
asking for an Order of Protection. Unless
you file your Answer or otherwise file your
Appearance in this cause in the Office of the
Circuit Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 405,
Springfield, Illinois, on or before March 18,
2021, a judgment or decree by default may
be taken against you for the relief asked in the
complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: February 4, 2021

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Reginald Weatherspoon, Petitioner
vs.
Niccole Clements, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-1966
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Niccole Clements, this cause has been commenced against you in this Court asking for
an Order of Protection. Unless you file your
Answer or otherwise file your Appearance in
this cause in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of
Sangamon County, Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield,
Illinois, on or before April 1, 2021, a judgment
or decree by default may be taken against you
for the relief asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: Oct. 19, 2020
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY
Reginald Weatherspoon, Petitioner
vs.
Janie Bennet, Respondent
Case No: 2020-OP-1965
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Janie Bennet, this cause has been commenced
against you in this Court asking for an Order
of Protection. Unless you file your Answer or
otherwise file your Appearance in this cause
in the Office of the Circuit Clerk of Sangamon
County, Sangamon County Complex, 200 S.
Ninth St., Room 405, Springfield, Illinois, on or
before April 1, 2021, a judgment or decree by
default may be taken against you for the relief
asked in the complaint.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please take notice that the Sangamon Mass
Transit District, an Illinois Municipal Corporation, has prepared a tentative AMMENDED
Budget and Appropriation Ordinance for the
Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020. Copies
of the tentative AMMENDED Budget and Appropriation Ordinance have been placed on file
for public inspection, Monday thru Friday each
week, until 4:30 p.m. at the Sangamon Mass
Transit District offices, at 928 South Ninth
Street, Springfield, Illinois. A public hearing on
the AMMENDED Budget and Appropriation Ordinance of the Sangamon Mass Transit District
for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020 will
be held at 928 South Ninth Street, Springfield,
Illinois, on April 26, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. The
final budget, along with amendments, will be
adopted at the April 26, 2021 Board of Trustee
Meeting at 4:30 p.m. held at the Sangamon
Mass Transit District offices at 928 South Ninth
Street, Springfield, Illinois.
SANGAMON MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT.
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT COURT SANGAMON
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN RE:
ESTATE OF JOHN A. MAVIS,
Deceased.
Case No.: 2021-P-069
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to creditors of the death of
JOHN A. MAVIS. Letters of Office were issued
on February 4, 2021, pursuant to an Order
Admitting Will to Probate and Appointing Independent Executor entered on February 4, 2021,
in Sangamon County Case No. 2021-P-069, to
Bruce Mavis, 12892 Salisbury Road, Pleasant
Plains, Illinois, 62677, whose attorney of record
is Matthew J. Maddox, whose address is listed

below. The estate will be administered without
court supervision unless under §28-4 of the Illinois Probate Act any interested person terminates independent administration at any time
by mailing or delivering a petition to terminate
to the Circuit Clerk. Claims against the estate
may be filed in the Circuit Clerk’s office, Sangamon County Courthouse, Springfield, Illinois,
or with the representative or both on or before
the 30th day of August, 2021, or, if mailing or
delivery of a notice from the representative is
required by §18-3 of the Illinois Probate Act,
the date stated in that notice. Any claim not
filed on or before that date is barred. Copies of
a claim filed with the clerk must be mailed or
delivered by the claimant to the representative
and to the attorney within ten (10) days after it
has been filed.
Matthew J. Maddox Attorney Reg. No.:
6185870 QUINN JOHNSTON
400 South Ninth Street, Ste. 102
Springfield, Illinois 62701
Telephone: 217/753-1133
Facsimile: 217/753-1180
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON, STATE OF ILLINOIS
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON AS
TRUSTEE FOR CWABS, INC. ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-17,
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF RONALD J. BALDER
A/K/A RONALD JAMES BALDER, CHRISTOPHER
T. BALDER, HEIR, GREGORY BALDER, HEIR,
NATALIE NICHOLS A/K/A NATALIE BALDER,
HEIR, JONATHAN WOMACK AS SPECIAL
REPRESENTATIVE, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendant(s).
Case No. 19 CH 94
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to
a Judgment heretofore entered by the said
Court in the above entitled cause, the Sheriff of
Sangamon County, Illinois, will on April 5, 2021,
at the hour of 9:00 AM, at the COUNTY BOARD
CHAMBER, 2ND FLOOR, SANGAMON COUNTY
COMPLEX, 200 S. 9TH STREET, SPRINGFIELD,
IL 62701, sell at public auction to the highest
and best bidder for cash, all and singular, the
following described premises and real estate
in the said Judgment mentioned, situated in
the County of Sangamon, State of Illinois, or so
much thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy
said Judgment, to wit:
THE WEST HALF OF THE NORTH SIXTY ACRES
OF THE WEST HALF OF THE SOUTHWEST
QUARTER OF SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP 15
NORTH, RANGE 7 WEST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, CONVEYING THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIBED PARCEL:
COMMENCING AT AN IRON PIN MARKING THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SAID NORTH SIXTY
ACRES; THENCE EASTERLY ALONG THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID NORTH SIXTY ACRES 208.71
FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE
DEFLECT 90 DEGREES TO THE LEFT TO THE
RIGHT A DISTANCE OF 260.89 FEET TO AN
IRON PIN; THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES
TO THE RIGHT A DISTANCE OF 260.89 FEET
TO THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NORTH SIXTY
ACRES; THENCE DEFLECT 90 DEGREES TO
THE RIGHT A DISTANCE OF 208.71 FEET
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE OF SAID NORTH
SIXTY ACRES TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING
CONTAINING 1.25 ACRES, MORE OR LESS
Common Address: 1907 S. WAKE ROAD N/K/A
1779 S. WAKE ROAD, NEW BERLIN, IL 62670
P.I.N. 20-04.0-300-024.
Contact the Law Office of IRA T. NEVEL, LLC,
175 North Franklin, Suite 201, Chicago,
Illinois 60606, (312) 357-1125, for further
information.
The terms of the sale are: Ten percent (10%)
due by cash or certified funds at the time of
the sale and balance is due within 24 hours of
the sale. The subject property is subject to real
estate taxes, special assessments or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse
to Plaintiff and in “as is” condition. The sale is

further subject to confirmation by the Court.
The property is improved by a Single Family
Residence, together with all buildings and
improvements thereon, and the tenements,
hereditaments and appurtenants thereunto
belonging and will not be available for inspection prior to sale.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments
and the legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and
(g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit
which is part of a common interest community,
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
Ira T. Nevel - ARDC #6185808
Timothy R. Yueill - ARDC #6192172
Greg Elsnic - ARDC #6242847
Aaron Nevel - ARDC #6322724
175 North Franklin St. Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312) 357-1125
Pleadings@nevellaw.com
SL
# 19-00105
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK, an Illinois
banking corporation, Plaintiff,
vs.
MARK CRITES, MARY CRITES, UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No. 2021CH000011
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
Notice is hereby given to UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS of the real
estate described below, Defendants in the
above-entitled case, pursuant to the provisions
of Sections 2-206, 15-1218 and 15-1502 of
the Code of Civil Procedure, that the aboveentitled mortgage foreclosure suit is now pending in said court and the day on or after which
a default may be entered against Defendants
is April 5, 2021.
Plaintiff has certified the following regarding
said foreclosure action filed on February 18,
2021.
1. The names of all Plaintiffs and Case Number
are as follows: United Community Bank,
an Illinois banking corporation; Case No.
2021CH000011
2. The court in which said action was brought
is as follows: Circuit Court for the Seventh
Judicial Circuit, Sangamon County, Illinois
3. The names of the title holders of record are:
Mark Crites and Mary Crites
4. A legal description of the real estate sufficient to identify it with reasonable certainty
is as follows:
Lot 23 of Southwinds, Plat 1, according to the
plat thereof recorded September 28, 1989 in
the Office of the Recorder of Deeds, Sangamon
County, Illinois in Plat Cabinet F-02 as Document Number 89H024386.
Except all coal, minerals and mining rights
heretofore conveyed or reserved of record.
Situated in Sangamon County, Illinois.
5. A common address or description of the
location of the real estate is as follows: 513
Mallard Drive, Chatham, Illinois.
6. An identification of the mortgages sought to
be foreclosed is as follows:
Names of Mortgagors: Mark Crites and Mary
Crites
Name of Mortgagee: United Community Bank
Date of Mortgage: May 7, 2004
Dates of recordings: May 27, 2004
County where recorded: Sangamon County,
Illinois
Recording document identification: Document
Nos.: 2004R26563 and 2004R26564
/s/ Paul Palazzolo
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000

P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL 62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON, STATE OF ILLINOIS
UMB BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN
ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY AS
LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE FOR LVS TITLE TRUST
2018-3,
Plaintiff(s),
vs.
WALTER W. PHELPS JR., SHARON L. PHELPS,
Defendant(s).
Case No. 20 CH 142
NOTICE OF SALE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a
Judgment heretofore entered by the said Court
in the above entitled cause, Sangamon County,
Illinois, will on March 30, 2021, at the hour of
9:00 AM, at the COUNTY BOARD CHAMBER,
2ND FLOOR, SANGAMON COUNTY COMPLEX,
200 S. 9TH STREET, SPRINGFIELD, IL 62701,
sell at public auction to the highest and best
bidder for cash, all and singular, the following
described premises and real estate in the said
Judgment mentioned, situated in the County of
Sangamon, State of Illinois, or so much thereof
as shall be sufficient to satisfy said Judgment,
to wit:
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE IN
COUNTY OF SANGAMON, STATE OF ILLINOIS
TO WIT: LOT SIXTEEN (16) IN STRATFORD
PLACE, PLAT NUMBER 2.
Common Address: 2429 MAYFAIR RD., SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703
P.I.N. 22-11-0-256-010
Contact the Law Office of IRA T. NEVEL, LLC,
175 North Franklin, Suite 201, Chicago, Illinois
60606, (312) 357-1125, for further information.
The terms of the sale are: Ten percent (10%)
due by cash or certified funds at the time of
the sale and balance is due within 24 hours of
the sale. The subject property is subject to real
estate taxes, special assessments or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse
to Plaintiff and in “as is” condition. The sale is
further subject to confirmation by the Court.
The property is improved by a SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENCE, together with all buildings and
improvements thereon, and the tenements,
hereditaments and appurtenants thereunto
belonging and will not be available for inspection prior to sale.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments
and the legal fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and
(g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit
which is part of a common interest community,
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
Ira T. Nevel - ARDC #6185808
Timothy R. Yueill - ARDC #6192172
Greg Elsnic - ARDC #6242847
Aaron Nevel - ARDC #6322724
175 North Franklin St. Suite 201
Chicago, Illinois 60606
(312) 357-1125
Pleadings@nevellaw.com
AC
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Choices?

Puzzle answers
from this week
will appear here
next week

Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 677

Crossword answers from #676

Sudoku answers from #676

JoshJosh answers from #676

JoshJosh by J. Reynolds - No. 677

Sudoku No. 677

Difficulty medium

Difficulty hard

Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column,
and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the
target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or
division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.
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