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James Krohe Jr. grasped the critical importance 
of green infrastructure and the danger 
neglecting it when he wrote, “The problem 
is less how we build sewer systems than the 
way we build cities” (“Going against the flow,” 
Illinois Times, Aug. 11, 2011). 
The Springfield Urban Forestry Commission 
clearly understands this and recognizes trees 
as a major workhorse in absorbing carbon, 
shading and softening urban walkways while 
filtering rainfall into our groundwater and 
away from our streets. 

In response to local concern for tree 
loss, the Urban Forestry Commission was 
reestablished in 2019. In just two years, this 
team has managed to return Springfield to 
its Tree City USA status, achieve a net-zero 
tree loss, develop youth outreach and secure 
a $20,000 tree survey grant from Morton 
Arboretum, spearheaded by Susan Allen. The 
grant required ordinance changes, which were 
written by Jan Van Qualen and reviewed by 
Jeff Reim. This survey process enables city 
crews to locate and tackle tree issues in a 
planned efficient manner instead of responding 
to scattered isolated calls on tree issues. By 
taking a preventative approach versus a reactive 
one, the city will save both time and money. 

The tree survey will provide a 
comprehensive database, including: GPS 
coordinates for the tree, address, description 
of where it is relative to the street and adjacent 
buildings, whether it is a residential, business 
or industrial area, the size of growing space, 
the species, each tree’s diameter at breast 
height (DBH), each tree’s condition rating 

and risk assessment, growing spaces where 
trees can be planted and appraisal of each tree’s 
replacement value. 

Mike Brunk, urban community forestry 
program administrator for Illinois, is 
now citing Springfield’s Urban Forestry 
Commission’s approach as a standard to 
follow for other cities in the state as they 
utilize a database to establish schedules for 
crews to address problems ahead of time. By 
locating mature trees that need treatment and 
establishing a pruning schedule, trees can be 
saved instead of being destroyed. Not only do 
the mature and larger trees add to the city’s 
landscape, they also absorb more carbon and 
lower the urban temperature. 

Jeff Reim hopes is to do one quadrant a 
year, completing the city boundary within a 
reasonable timeframe. Brunk suggests that 
when each survey is complete with all sections 
covered, the survey process should start over 
again to keep current on any change. Also, 
as tree species and quantities are mapped 
out, specific species can be planted to avoid 
disease threats in this changing climate. By 
limiting the survey to one quadrant a year, it 
would spread out the expense and present a 
manageable annual expense. 

An addition to the survey process will 
be the collaboration with four University of 
Illinois Springfield seniors in their Capstone 
project, a final piece for their bachelor’s degree 
in environmental studies. Amy McEuen, 
Urban Forestry Commission member and 
UIS professor, will be working with the 
students throughout the project. Students 

will be able to choose between three types of 
projects related to the survey: literature review, 
literature research or actively working in 
planting trees in the city. 

Data collection at UIS will include a free 
software tool, named i-Tree, recommended by 
the U.S. Forest Service. It is a science-based 
collection of tools to quantify the benefits of 
trees, generating additional data regarding a 
tree’s impact on carbon sequestration, flood 
control, wildlife habitat, etc. One major 
benefit is its ability to quickly assess annually 
the overall tree gain and loss within a city’s 
boundary.

The data the students collect and the 
software can detail the economic and 
environmental value each tree represents. 
Numerous factors are evaluated, such as 
raising property values, consumer spending 
and restaurant patronage, a sense of place, 
noise reduction, soil conservation, reducing 
flooding/stormwater runoff, lowering utility 
costs and surrounding temperature on a 

property, walkway shading/urban heat island 
effect and air pollution removal. 

Studies show that people prefer to live, 
walk and shop in shaded tree-lined streets and 
as people gather, that’s where business will 
profit. Trees also have this intangible beauty 
that has been scientifically proven to improve 
our mental health. What we wake and see each 
day matters.

The students will be completing their 
capstone project by the end of April, or early 
May. Steven Simpson-Black (Springfield 
Planning and Zoning Commission member 
and UIS student) is encouraged by the 
collaboration between the city and UIS, 
because it brings fresh insights into city 
development and increases the chance that 
these graduates would make Springfield their 
home. 

Anne Logue is an instructor at the Springfield 
Art Association, past president of Sustainable 
Springfield and current board member.

Springfield’s trees 
get new respect

Urban Forestry Commission goes to work on tree survey 
FORESTRY | Anne Logue

NEWS

It is appropriate that Ukraine becomes the first test of what could become the Biden 
Doctrine of nonviolent resistance to bullies on the world stage. Ukraine was celebrated in 
2014 for sending its authoritarian ruler packing after an 88-day campaign of nationwide 
protest. Now Biden is targeting Russian banks, computers, oligarchs and a pipeline to keep 
that fledgling democracy free. Sanctions are nothing new, but this time military violence has 
been renounced, while escalating economic chokeholds have been announced. Vladimir 
Putin has been offered face-saving ways to back down. The American people, and the world, 
need to be educated that the struggle will take time. But if this works, it can set a pattern for 
protecting freedom wherever it gains a foothold around the globe. – Fletcher Farrar, editor

Editor’s note

PHOTO BY FLETCHER FARRAR
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This is the inaugural year for Black Children’s 
Book Week, to be celebrated globally Feb. 
27-March 5. The goal is to ensure Black 
children see themselves represented in 
literature. Veronica Chapman, founder 
of Black Baby Books, launched the initiative 
to celebrate Black children and the Black-
authored books that represent them. Black 
Lives Matter SPI is leading this locally. 

Harriet Tubman, portrayed by Kathryn 
Harris, will read books to children on Sunday, 
Feb. 27, 1-2:30 p.m. Advance registration is 
required at bit.ly/spibook. Registrants will 
be notified of the location. Each child in 
attendance will receive a bag with a book and 
school supplies. Black Lives Matter SPI will 
stream the event on Facebook Live. 

Community members can help 
by purchasing a book on the wish list 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/24FIE5GJ5V60N?ref_=wl_share or by 
sending a check to Black Lives Matter SPI, 
P.O. Box 20476, Springfield, IL 62708. 
Black Lives Matter SPI also has a free Little 
Library on the second floor of the Illinois 
State Museum outside the At Home in the 
Heartland exhibition. This is a public book 
exchange and promotes Black authors and 
literature not often represented in other little 
free libraries. Any books left from Black 
Children’s Book Week will be used to restock 
this Little Library.

Stay tuned for more news from Black 
Lives Matter SPI. Sunshine Clemons 
says they are preparing to announce a 
scholarship application process for high 
school seniors. Last year Black Lives Matter 
SPI provided three $750 scholarships and 
one $500 scholarship for students going on 
to community college, university or trade 
school. Scholarships are paid directly to the 
schools the students will attend. Donations 
make these scholarships possible. 

For more information about Black 
Lives Matter Springfield, go to www.
blmspi.org and follow them on Facebook at 
BlackLivesMatterSPI. Event information is at 
https://fb.me/e/38qSzYK8A. 

Black Lives Matter 
SPI helps kids
CAP CITY | Karen Ackerman Witter

While progress has been made, not all goals 
have been accomplished with $35 million 
in state grants from cannabis tax revenue 
awarded a year ago.

Five entities with presences in the capital 
city, including the city of Springfield, the 
Springfield Urban League, Land of Lincoln 
Legal Aid, Illinois Legal Aid Online and 
the East Springfield Community Center 
Commission, won nearly $1.5 million 
in state grants funded by marijuana taxes 
during the first round of funding last year. 
Under state law, 25% of state pot taxes must 
be spent on grants to help communities 
that the state says have been historically 
and disproportionately harmed by the 
government’s war on drugs. Now, the state 
has extended funding for a second year so 
that grantees are eligible for double the 
amount originally awarded, with the money 
to be spent by June of next year.

The city of Springfield, which received 
$80,000, hasn’t yet completed a study 
designed to figure out ways to create 
affordable housing, combat violence and 
encourage economic development. Through 
last September, the city had spent slightly 
more than $23,000, state records show. 
Donna Davlantis, grants coordinator for 
the city’s Office of Planning and Economic 
Development, says that she expects the study 
to be completed by the end of February. 
Challenges posed by pandemic, including 
people involved in planning who came down 
with COVID, have delayed completion, she 
said. The city is eligible for an additional 
$33,000 for planning purposes, according 
to the Illinois Criminal Justice Information 
Authority, which administers the grants, but 
Davlantis says the city doesn’t plan to spend 
the money. 

The Springfield Urban League, awarded 
nearly $420,000 in grants a year ago after 
setting a goal of finding employment for 
50 clients, reported 48 people finding 
employment during the first three quarters 
of last year, including 30 people during the 
third quarter. Through October, $123,000, 
or nearly 30%, of the grant award had been 
spent. More recent reports covering the 
last quarter of 2021 were not immediately 
available from the Illinois Criminal Justice 
Information Authority, which says that the 
Urban League will be eligible for another 
$420,000 to provide another year of services 

aimed at economic development and helping 
people find legal help and employment, 
with an emphasis on young people. Marcus 
Johnson, president and chief executive officer 
for the Urban League, did not return a phone 
call.

The East Springfield Community Center 
Commission, which was awarded nearly 
$81,000 for planning purposes and another 
$728,000 to help recently released inmates 
find houses and jobs while also completing 
a feasibility study and market analysis for 
an athletic complex and amusement park, 
had spent more than $29,000, or 36%, of 
the planning money through September and 
more than $205,000 on delivering services, 
according to state records. In its third-quarter 
report, the commission, a nonprofit that 
had never had more than $50,000 in annual 
revenue before landing the grants, reported 

that a feasibility study and market analysis 
were complete and that five of 15 clients 
had found jobs. The commission, which is 
eligible for nearly $762,000 for planning 
and services during the coming year, last year 
landed more state marijuana money than any 
other local applicant. Dameon Johnson, the 
commission’s director, did not return a phone 
call.

Johnson for years has pushed for an east-
side sports complex dubbed STAR Village 
that has carried an estimated $300 million 
price tag. The Springfield City Council 
approved public money to build a sports 
complex near SCHEELS in May of last year. 
Ryan McCrady, president and chief executive 
officer of the Springfield Sangamon Growth 
Alliance, a public-private entity dedicated to 
economic development, said that he hasn’t 
seen any studies or plans for the complex 
that the East Springfield Community Center 
Commission described in its application for 
state grants. Ward 3 Ald. Roy Williams said 
he spoke about STAR Village with Johnson 
while Johnson was seeking a license for a 
marijuana cultivation facility but hasn’t seen 
a study. “He (Johnson) did update me that 
STAR Village was on track for his timeline,” 
Williams said. “He says that the study is 
complete.”

Illinois Legal Aid Online, awarded nearly 
$33,000 last year, reported spending nearly 
$20,000 through the end of September. 
According to documents submitted to the 
state, the number of cases from Springfield 
rose 15% through the first nine months of 
last year, with the organization triaging calls 
from 1,200 people to obtain legal help. Land 
of Lincoln Legal Aid, which was awarded 
nearly $115,000, reported spending nearly 
$37,400 through September. Melinda 
Hubele, managing attorney for the northern 
region of Land of Lincoln Legal Aid, said 
her organization has collaborated with the 
Springfield Urban League to find folks 
who need legal help. One issue, she said, is 
convincing folks who need legal services that 
they can trust lawyers.

“I would say that this funding has allowed 
us to reach portions of Sangamon County 
that we hadn’t previously reached,” Hubele 
said. 

Bruce Rushton is a freelance reporter. He can be 
reached at BruceRushton@hotmail.com.

Spending the green
Pot grants for communities remain work in progress
MARIJUANA | Bruce Rushton

Kathryn Harris as Harriet Tubman

Dameon Johnson’s nonprofit, headquartered in his east 
side home, landed more state marijuana grant money 
than all other local applicants put together. The grant 
included money to study the feasibility of an east-side 
sports complex.

https://www.instagram.com/blackbabybooks/?hl=en
http://bit.ly/spibook--
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/24FIE5GJ5V60N?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/24FIE5GJ5V60N?ref_=wl_share
http://www.blmspi.org
http://www.blmspi.org
https://fb.me/e/38qSzYK8A
mailto:BruceRushton@hotmail.com
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More than two years after her 14-year-old 
daughter and three other people were killed 
in a head-on car crash, Brenda Protz is still 
seeking justice – not just in her own family’s 
tragedy but for other families who may find 
themselves in similar circumstances. 

Police and prosecutors say the fatal crash 
was a result of the then-17-year-old driver in 
the other vehicle, Michael Jones, of Harvel, 
texting while driving. 

Protz, a Lincoln Land Community 
College professor, believes he should have 
immediately lost his driving privileges at least 
until the case is resolved. But two years after 
he was charged, the matter is still pending – 
and he is still driving, she said.

In addition to Brenda’s daughter, Jenna, 
other people killed in the crash were Brenda’s 
former mother-in-law and father-in-law, 
William and Jackolyn Protz of Sullivan, and 
Jenna’s best friend, Holly Lidy of Vandalia. 
Brenda Protz lives in Springfield, but her 
daughter lived with her ex-husband in 
Vandalia.  

The day of the crash, Nov. 16, 2019, 
Vandalia High School had played a football 
game at Williamsville. On the way home 
from the game, the car Jenna Protz was 
riding in collided head-on with a pickup 
truck driven by Jones near the Montgomery 
County community of Coffeen.  

All of the people in the Protz vehicle died 
at the scene, and a helicopter flew Jones to 
HSHS St. John's Hospital in Springfield 
with life-threatening injuries.  

“I don’t want to downplay that he wasn’t 
hurt, because he most definitely was,” Brenda 
Protz said. Still, she says it’s unfair that 
Jones continues to lead a normal life with 
his family when she misses her own child so 
much. 

She says he deserves to be punished 
in some manner because phone records 
obtained by the state police indicate that 
Jones was texting at the time of the accident. 

Montgomery County State’s Attorney 
Andrew Affrunti said Jones is charged as 
a juvenile with aggravated unlawful use 
of a communications device. The possible 
penalties for a juvenile charged with such a 
crime are up to three years of detention and 
the loss of his driver’s license until he turns 
21. 

Affrunti said he has been in discussions 
with Jones’ lawyer. But the case is moving 
much slower than usual because the 
pandemic has created a backlog in the courts. 
Either a plea agreement will be reached soon 

or a judge will set a trial date, he said. The 
juvenile case has been extended into adult 
court because Jones is now 19. 

Affrunti said the agreement that is being 
negotiated would be some type of license 
suspension until Jones is 21 and a probation 
that, if violated, could result in Jones being 
sent to prison for a period of time.  

The Jones family did not immediately 
respond to inquiries from Illinois Times. 
Springfield lawyer John Sharp, who is 
representing Jones, said he could not discuss 
the case. 

“The fact that he has been driving for over 
two years is disgusting,” Brenda Protz said. 

“We have wanted from the very 
beginning that he should at least lose that 
privilege. … And at least for me, from the 
standpoint of a parent, I can’t imagine my 
child killing four people and me allowing 
them to still drive when they’re under the 

roof of my house. I just can’t even imagine it. 
I can’t imagine wanting to drive after killing 
four people.”

Protz said she has received screenshots 
from social media posts that she believes 
show Jones driving during the time since the 
crash. 

She brought her concerns to state Sen. 
Steve McClure, R-Springfield. He said he has 
drafted legislation that would require adults 
charged with texting and driving in cases 
involving a fatality to immediately lose their 
driver’s license.

McClure said the immediate license 
suspension would be similar to how drunken 
driving cases are handled now. Senate Bill 
3408 will be amended with the new language 
and named the Protz-Lidy Act to honor 
those killed in the crash. 

However, McClure said he is not 
optimistic that the legislation will become 
law. 

“Any penalty enhancement in this 
(Capitol) building, they’re not going 
anywhere. And this is not a Department of 
Corrections penalty enhancement, but it is 
a penalty enhancement involving a person’s 
license. So, it’s really tough to pass these 
things at this moment because the Black 
caucus is totally opposed to any penalty 
enhancements. And they really haven’t 
budged on that, at least in the Senate.”

Brenda Protz said it is not known what 
message Jones was allegedly texting at the 
time of the wreck. She said he has refused 
to provide the passcode for the phone to 
the Illinois State Police. The phone has been 
hooked up for months to a device that is 
trying to break the code.

“Because since you have a right to not 
incriminate yourself, you don’t have to give 
up the passcode in a case like this,” Brenda 
Protz said. 

But Affrunti said the Appellate Court 
for the Fourth District of Illinois ruled in a 
different case during the last few weeks that 
providing a passcode does not constitute 
self-incrimination. He said he has shared this 
information with Jones’ lawyer. 

Montgomery County is in the Fourth 
District and the court’s ruling could be a 
binding precedent.

“We want to be able to share what is 
in the message because it would help the 
families get closure,” Affrunti said. 

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, 
can be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

Fatal consequences
Teen who killed four while texting and driving hasn’t lost license 
COURTS | Scott Reeder

Jenna Protz and Holly Lidy were 14 years old and 
best friends when they were killed in a car crash in 
2019. Jenna’s grandparents, Bill and Jackie Protz, 
were driving the girls home from a high school 
football game when their car was hit head-on by a 
17-year-old driver who was allegedly texting. 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRENDA PROTZ

mailto:sreeder@illinoistimes.com
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Jerame Simmons got his long-held wish in 
December 2021 when he became the chief 
of the fire department that dismissed him 24 
years ago after he was charged with setting 
fire to a vacant house and attempting to burn 
down his high school. 

It took a prosecutor’s dismissal of a 
serious felony arson charge, a plea deal to 
get rid of two other felonies, misdemeanor 
charges wiped from his record, dismissed 
domestic violence charges and a limited police 
investigation into a gun charge to help make it 
happen. 

But it was a pardon from Gov. JB Pritzker 
that finally cleared the way for Simmons to 
become the full-time, paid fire chief for the 
Prairie Du Pont Fire Department. 

It’s one of 162 pardons issued thus far by 
the governor. 

The case drew national attention as 11 
of the department’s 13 firefighters resigned 
following the fire protection district’s decision 
to oust the former chief in favor of Simmons, 
although some of them reapplied. A petition 
from the ex-chief ’s wife to remove Simmons 
currently has 128 signatures. 

It also shined a light on Illinois’ pardon 
process, described as “a bit opaque” by a 
former U.S. pardon attorney. 

The process starts with the Illinois Prisoner 
Review Board, a governor-appointed, 
14-member board which has, for several 
months, been operating with three vacancies 
and nine members serving without full state 
Senate approval. 

The board reviews all clemency petitions 
and makes a recommendation to the governor 
as to whether they should be granted, but their 
decisions are confidential, according to the 
board’s chief legal counsel, Kahalah Clay. 

“The IPRB does not retry cases,” Clay 
said. “The IPRB reviews the petitions that 
come before them and makes the requisite 
recommendations based on those petitions.” 

Simmons filed his petition on July 15, 
2019, directly contradicting contemporary 
law enforcement reports of a number of 1998 
incidents which led him to confess to setting 
a fire and using his father’s law enforcement 
siren to make an unlawful traffic stop.

“This is a nightmare I play through my 
head a lot,” Simmons wrote in his petition 
to receive that pardon. “If I had a chance to 
change anything in my life, it would be the 
month of January and February the year of 
1998. Those two months have put my whole 

life upside-down regarding any career that I 
wished to have in any full-time job in public 
safety.”

In his petition for clemency, Simmons, 
the son of a former deputy U.S. marshal 
and Metro East mayor, claimed innocence 
and submitted testimony from local officials 
attesting to his work ethic and trustworthiness.   

Due to the confidentiality of their 
recommendations, it’s unclear how the 
IPRB weighed his former guilty plea against 
Simmons’ current-day claims of innocence and 
evidence of reform. 

But Pritzker’s spokesperson, Jordan 
Abudayyeh, pointed to consideration of 
rehabilitation in his clemency decision. 

“The governor is a strong believer in 
criminal justice reform and that means 
carefully and thoughtfully considering 
petitions for clemency from those who have 
demonstrated a commitment to rehabilitation 

while serving their sentence and after,” 
she stated. “The governor takes the PRB’s 
recommendations to heart as he weighs these 
decisions.”

Simmons did not return repeated requests 
for comment. 

The discrepancies
The fire that led to Simmons’ guilty plea 
occurred Feb. 13, 1998, when an abandoned 
home near a bonfire that Simmons had 
attended was set ablaze. 

The contemporary report from the Illinois 
Fire Marshal noted there was a five-gallon gas 
can with a small amount of gas inside found 
on the first floor of the home, and flares were 
found at three different locations throughout 
the house. Evidence of an accelerant was found 
on the steps of the home, which had been set 
on fire three times before. 

The report also outlined that Simmons, 

who was 18 years old at the time, was driving 
a white van seen leaving the scene of the fire, 
and he wore gloves and a coat that had the 
odor of gas. 

Also, Simmons’ cousin told police that 
Simmons had started the fire. 

Simmons eventually confessed to a St. Clair 
County Sheriff’s detective, but in his petition 
Simmons said the officer “acted like a jerk” and 
lied to him to leverage the confession. 

Simmons now blames his cousin, according 
to the petition, which described the evening 
in question as a typical night out that went 
terribly wrong. 

Simmons wrote he took a girl to dinner, 
then to a local bar and grill, then to a bonfire 
in a rural area near the village of Dupo. 
Everyone at the party was drinking or smoking 
marijuana, he wrote, except him. 

At that bonfire, he bumped into his cousin, 
who later asked for a ride home. 

Someone had the idea of lighting a nearby 
vacant house on fire, and an unlit road flare 
was tossed into the home, according to the 
petition. After the teen boys taunted each 
other as “chicken,” Simmons wrote, his cousin 
threw a lit flare into the house. The others 
watched and shouted. Simmons wrote that he 
left the scene with his cousin in tow and his 
date in the back seat. 

Simmons, who was a volunteer firefighter 
at the time, received a page alerting him of the 
fire as he was dropping his cousin off at home. 
He headed to the Prairie Du Pont fire station, 
where he served as a volunteer firefighter, and 
went out to help extinguish the fire at the 
vacant house.

That’s when police stopped Simmons and 
questioned him after a neighbor identified the 
white van leaving the scene of the fire. After 
his arrest, Simmons was charged with starting 
another fire at Dupo High School one month 
prior to the February evening. He could have 
faced 15 years in prison on that charge.

Simmons was also charged with using 
emergency lights to stop a car in the early 
hours of Jan. 24, 1998 – nine days after the 
fire at the school and three weeks before the 
fire at the vacant house. 

The two men in the car reported a white 
van pulling them over. The driver of the van 
got out, asked if the two men had alcohol, 
then displayed a badge and told them he was 
a U.S. marshal. The van driver left, but the 
man who was pulled over called deputies. 
They found Simmons at the wheel of a white 

Man who pleaded guilty to arson named fire chief
Pritzker grants clemency, using Illinois’ “opaque” gubernatorial pardon process

PARDON | Beth Hundsdorfer, Capitol News Illinois

Jerame Simmons on the job as a fireman prior to his election as fire chief. 

https://nypost.com/2021/12/23/convicted-arsonist-faces-fury-for-promotion-to-fire-chief/
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Chevrolet Astro Van registered to his father, 
Herb Simmons, who served as a deputy U.S. 
marshal. 

Herb Simmons, who was then the mayor 
of East Carondelet, later worked as the 
911 coordinator for St. Clair County. He 
now oversees St. Clair County Emergency 
Management.

Simmons wrote in his petition that he was 
in the van with a friend when his friend hit 
the emergency light. Simmons wrote that he 
immediately turned it off, but the car in front 
of them pulled over. The car then followed 
him to a nearby gas station – where he was 
confronted by his brother’s ex-girlfriend, who 
was a passenger in the car. In his petition, 
Simmons denied ever getting out of the van. 

The deal
In 1999, prosecutors offered Simmons a deal. 
They dropped the most serious felony, related 
to the Dupo High School fire. In exchange, 
Simmons would plead guilty to the other two 
charges. Simmons avoided jail time, receiving 
a sentence of four years of probation. 

Despite claiming innocence in his 2019 
petition, Simmons never filed a petition for 
post-conviction relief, never appealed in state 
court, and never challenged his convictions 
in federal court in the 20 years following his 
guilty plea. 

That’s not surprising, said Margaret 
Love, who served as U.S. pardon attorney 
between 1990 and 1997, and has represented 
numerous individuals in the federal 
conviction clemency process.

“It’s hard to overturn a conviction, 
especially if there is a guilty plea,” she said.

While claiming innocence in a clemency 
petition is rare, it’s not unheard of, she added.  

“Both things can be true,” she said. “That 
he confessed and pleaded guilty and that he is 
actually innocent.”

Simmons completed his probation but 
was later charged with a host of other crimes. 
Those include:

• A 2006 charge of leaving the scene of an 
accident, to which he pleaded guilty and 
was sentenced to six months supervision.
• A 2006 charge of violating an order of 
protection, which was dismissed.
• A 2008 charge of falsely impersonating a 
police officer, which was also dismissed.
• Two charges in 2008 for violating an 
order of protection, both of which were 
dismissed.
• A 2009 charge of obstructing a police 
officer, to which he pleaded guilty and was 
sentenced to conditional discharge.
•A 2016 charge of disorderly conduct, to 
which he pleaded guilty and was sentenced 
to 90 days of court supervision.
In 2018, Simmons was charged with 

disorderly conduct for a fight at a strip club in 
Sauget. One of the bouncers at the club told 
police that Simmons pulled a gun on him 

when the bouncer tried to remove Simmons’ 
wife from the club, according to a 2018 
report from the Belleville News-Democrat. 

Simmons later told police that it was an 
electronic cigarette, not a gun. Police did not 
review the surveillance tape of the incident, 
the article said. If the tape showed Simmons 
had a gun, it could have resulted in a felony 
possession charge. 

Instead, Simmons pleaded guilty to a 
misdemeanor and received 90 days court 
supervision.

He also included an explanation for the 
violations of the order of protection charges. 
The petition stated that Simmons and his wife 
had a “falling out” and he was arrested. 

In a sworn petition requesting that order 
of protection, Simmons’ wife outlined six 
months of abuse that included choking, 
punching, head-butting, breaking her phone 
and threating to “blow up” her car. 

A Monroe County judge ordered 
Simmons to stay away from his wife for two 
years. Simmons’ wife later asked the judge to 
lift the order, but he refused.  

The PRB
The Illinois Prisoner Review Board’s 
responsibilities include setting release 
conditions for offenders exiting prison, 
making decisions on the revocation and 
restoration of good-conduct credits, holding 
hearings to determine whether parolees have 
violated conditions of parole, and notifying 
victims and their families when an inmate is 
about to be released.

That’s on top of providing confidential 
recommendations to the governor. 

The clemency process is not always 
transparent, but it is absolute, said Love, the 
former pardon attorney. 

“The Illinois system is a bit opaque,” she 
said. “As far as the Prisoner Review Board, 
who knows why they recommended or didn’t 
recommend it? And who knows why the 
governor granted it or didn’t grant it?”

Nine of the 11 current members of 
the Prisoner Review Board appointed by 
Pritzker are awaiting full approval from the 
Senate, and there are three vacancies on the 
14-member board. 

Despite the urging of the Senate 
Republican Caucus, the Senate Executive 
Appointments Committee has repeatedly 
failed to take up the nine pending appointees 
since 2019.

In March, Pritzker withdrew the nine 
appointments and reappointed them to reset 
their appointments in the absence of the 
committee acting within a legislative legal 
timeline. 

Senate Republicans cried foul, claiming 
the four appointees sat on the board without 
approval for more than two years, making 
major decisions without proper Senate 
vetting. 

Sen. Laura Murphy, D-Des Plaines, chairs 
the Executive Appointment Committee and 
did not return a call requesting comment. 

A clean slate
Simmons’ pardon was signed by Pritzker on 
May 14, 2021. Those cases were expunged 
and are no longer available for review. 

When a police officer runs Simmons’ 
record, his convictions will not show up. The 
public cannot view his court files. The only 
version available to the public was included by 
Simmons in his clemency petition. 

Simmons can now legally carry a gun, and 
he’s free to serve in the full-time, paid public 
safety officer position he currently holds. 

And, by several accounts, he’s a changed 
man. 

Included with his petition were letters of 
support from Brooklyn Police Chief Thomas 
Jeffery, Brooklyn Village President Vera 
Glasper-Banks, former Washington Park Fire 
Chief Charles Schreiber, East Carondelet 
Police Lt. Rodney Stone and East Carondelet 
Village Trustee James Brown. 

“He has proven himself to me to be an 
honest, trustworthy, hardworking, caring 
individual. I would not be writing this letter if 
I did not truly believe Jerame possessed those 
qualities and traits,” Dupo Police Chief Kevin 
Smith wrote.  

Over the years, Simmons trained with a 
K-9 officer, searched for missing kids, and 
started a Boy Scout Police Explorer program. 
He received First Responder, Firefighter 
Chief, Police Safety Commissions and 
University of Illinois and Federal Emergency 
Management Association certificates. 

He served as the director of the Public 
Safety Department of Emergency Services for 
East Carondelet – where his father was the 
longtime mayor – in 2005. He volunteered 
with Golden Garden Fire Department, 
Valmeyer Fire Department and East 
Carondelet Fire Department. He was acting 
fire chief for the Brooklyn Fire Protection 
District.  

In the ideal clemency petition, according 
to Love, the person accepts responsibility for 
the criminal conduct and shows how they 
have changed by doing good work in the 
community. 

A little bit of influence doesn’t hurt, she 
added. She encourages clients who have 
connections to use them to support their bids 
for clemency.

Acts of community service are also 
important factors for the PRB and the 
governor to consider, Love said.

Abudayyeh, the governor’s spokesperson, 
specifically pointed to the letters of 
community support when it came to the 
governor’s decision to pardon Simmons. 

Contact Beth Hundsdorfer at  
bhundsdorfer@capitolnewsillinois.com.

mailto:bhundsdorfer@capitolnewsillinois.com
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LETTERS
We welcome letters. Please include 
your full name, address and telephone 
number. We edit all letters. Send them 
to editor@illinoistimes.com.

KNOW YOUR HISTORY
I’ve read this book (“The Black 
Man’s President,” Feb. 10). Not 
only does it portray Abraham 
Lincoln on this subject in a 
very nuanced manner, but it 
also gives us a sobering picture 
of race relations in those days. 
And of course, the scholarship is 
outstanding. 

If you still think Lincoln 
was a racist, please support your 
mistaken position with citations 
sufficient enough to rebut Dr. 
Michael Burlingame’s view. 
If you continue to hold that 
Lincoln was a racist because the 
Emancipation Proclamation did 
not free all the slaves, read this 
book, my friend, because you 
don’t know history. 
Bruce Finne
Via illinoistimes.com

SHORTCHANGED
It’s a sad irony that during Black 
History Month your paper has 
slighted at least one prominent 
local African American while 
lauding Lincoln for not being a 
racist.

In James Krohe Jr.’s review 
of Michael Burlingame’s new 
book, The Black Man’s President, 
it says our hometown hero met 
“educated and sophisticated 
people of color” only after he 
moved into the White House.  
“The Black people Lincoln knew 
in Springfield were for the most 
part draymen and servants and 
barbers. …”

Well, let’s talk about one 
of those barbers.  Haitian 

William de Fleurville (also 
spelled Florville) first met 
young Abraham Lincoln when 
he arrived by boat in New 
Salem.  Later Lincoln moved to 
Springfield where de Fleurville 
already had established a barber 
shop.  The Great Emancipator 
became a regular customer, but 
that is hardly the whole story.

Billy the Barber, as he is 
minimally recalled these days, 
was a successful entrepreneur, 
perhaps the wealthiest African 
American in town.  Historians 
are clear that he hired Lincoln 
as his lawyer while acquiring 
commercial properties.  Other 
stories recount closeness between 
the two men and how Lincoln 
hired de Fleurville to play music 
at social events.  Some credible 
accounts say the first Roman 
Catholic Mass in Springfield was 
held in de Fleurville’s home.

Not having read Burlingame’s 
latest book, I don’t know if 
slighting de Fleurville is his 
doing or Krohe’s, but I do know 
I am tired of this fascinating 
character in our community’s 
history getting short shrift, 
whether it’s in February or any 
month.
Douglas Kamholz
Springfield

NOTHING NEW
Your Feb. 3 editor’s note began, 
“I was taken aback when 
President Joe Biden said he 
would appoint a Black woman 
to the Supreme Court. Can he 
do that, just name a category 
then go find somebody to fit it?” 
You end with, “But here’s old 
white Joe Biden, ignoring the 
way we’ve always done things. 
History gives him an opening, 
and he steps in.”

I, too, was taken aback by 
what you have written. This is 

not the first time a president has 
signaled what they’re looking for 
in a nominee. Many presidents 
of both parties have explicitly 
prioritized the race, gender 
and ethnicity of candidates in 
choosing a nominee.

Just two days after the death 
of Justice Ruth Ginsberg and 
weeks before the 2020 election, 
then-President Donald Trump 
declared he would limit his 
search for her replacement to 
only qualified female candidates, 
which he did.

As the GOP nominee 
challenging President Jimmy 
Carter in 1980, Ronald Reagan 
publicly promised – weeks 
before the election – that he 
would name a woman to the 
Supreme Court. Reagan kept his 
promise by elevating Sandra Day 
O’Connor to the court in 1981.

 Recordings of the Lyndon 
Johnson White House reveal 
that Johnson had a deliberate 
intention to make history 
with the appointment of the 
first Black Supreme Court 
Justice. While he didn’t make 
a public pledge, Johnson 
had conversations that made 
clear he saw the nomination 
of Thurgood Marshall as an 
extension of his civil rights 
agenda.

It has taken the U S. 233 
years to stand on the threshold 
of getting its first Black female 
Supreme Court Justice. The 
Black women who Biden 
is reportedly considering 
are all well-respected and 
highly qualified with sterling 
credentials. 

It seems the appointment of 
a Black female Supreme Court 
Justice will come to pass. And 
Joe Biden should be applauded.
Phillipa Carroll Porter
Springfield

OPINION

family chatter poem #3 

my grandson has become a licensed
skydiver he tells me he knows a chap
that guinness refuses to recognize who 
in turn has started his own record book
S.A.N.S. (Society for the Advancement 
of Naked Skydiving) with himself topping
the list at over 840 bareass jumps I ask 
my grandson what his ambition is 
to create some sort of memento he 
says it’s to peel and eat an entire banana 
after leaving the strut but before 
opening his parachute I think he’s 
pulling my leg but maybe not my next
question to him will be what do you do 
with the peel? or perhaps he’d consider
tandem grandma-grandson jumps while I 
knit him a mitten which he tries on for size

2022 Jacqueline Jackson
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Mask ruling could have been avoided 
POLITICS | Rich Miller

This entire controversy over Sangamon 
County Judge Raylene Grischow’s odd ruling 
earlier this month that statewide mask/
vaccine/testing mandates at schools are a 
“type of quarantine” and therefore fall under 
the state’s quarantine laws (which include 
individual due process protections) could’ve 
all been prevented with a simple bill last year.

Most who’ve watched this closely knew 
that Judge Grischow’s temporary restraining 
order against enforcing the state emergency 
rules containing the school mandate language 
was a possibility, however remote. Southern 
Illinois attorney Tom DeVore has been 
making this “mask mandates are quarantines” 
argument for a very long time, but he has, 
shall we say, a less than impressive win-loss 
record in his pandemic portfolio.

DeVore recently described himself as a 
“hayseed,” and he comes off as not credible to 
many. The governor has even referred to him 
as a “grifter,” for which DeVore is suing him 
(and the lawyer will probably lose because of 
executive immunity). DeVore is also using his 
recent infamy to possibly launch a statewide 
Republican bid for attorney general at the 
end of February.

But despite DeVore’s win-loss record and 
his many idiosyncrasies, all it takes is one 
judge who is fed up with following pandemic 
rules and an appeals court that clearly doesn’t 
want to touch a political hot potato and 
policy disaster can strike.

And, boy did it strike last week when an 
Illinois appellate court punted and ruled 
that Gov. JB Pritzker’s appeal of Grischow’s 
TRO was moot because the legislature’s 
Joint Committee on Administrative Rules 
had voted to suspend the emergency rule in 
question days earlier – even though both the 
governor’s office and DeVore had told the 
justices further action was needed.

The General Assembly hasn’t done much 
to hold up its end during the pandemic. 
Until this month, the courts have mostly 
sided with the governor’s executive orders, so 
there was no real perceived need to change 
that many laws. And the less they did, the 
better for everyone, was the prevailing mood. 
The governor didn’t have additional legislative 
distractions, and legislators could sit back and 
point fingers as needed.

Legislators did step in last year when 
some school staff started using the state’s 
Right of Conscience Act, which was designed 
to protect anti-abortion medical care 
providers, to claim they couldn’t be forced 
to take vaccines or be regularly tested for the 
coronavirus. As a result, that never became a 
thing.

If legislators at the time had also approved 
similar legislation to further clarify state 
law that the legislature never intended that 
mask mandates, etc. are a type of quarantine, 
then there’d be no case to discuss today. 
Such an argument would’ve had the added 
benefit of being absolutely true. As with 
the Right of Conscience Act, no such result 
could’ve possibly been envisioned at the 
time of passage. School mask mandates are 
quarantines? Are you nuts?

But the governor’s people say that 
legislative leaders wouldn’t consider the 
quarantine language change proposal. 
Members were already being inundated 
with angry, even threatening contacts from 
constituents and outsiders who’d been ginned 
up by disinformation outlets to what we 
thought at the time was the max over the 
Right of Conscience Act fix. Tossing more 
fuel on the fire wasn’t something that enough 
Democratic legislators wanted to do, even 
though doing both at once could’ve saved a 
whole lot of grief down the road.

What’s done is done. Or, in this case, 

what wasn’t done is now done.
The appellate court’s punt to Judge 

Grischow means her TRO stands, but 
Attorney General Kwame Raoul claims that 
the governor’s executive orders on school 
mask mandates is still in effect for school 
districts that are not part of the cases in front 
of Grischow.

Pritzker is appealing to the Illinois 
Supreme Court, which has been more 
reluctant than even the legislature to step into 
this pandemic topic. The state sometimes 
seems to be just chock full of finger-pointers 
and responsibility shirkers.

The unanswered question, of course, 
is what happens during the next COVID 
variant wave (if any) or the next pandemic 
if a mask requirement is ultimately deemed 
a legally defined quarantine. The future will 
likely not look back with kindness, and the 
governor should not allow such a result to be 
part of his legacy. 

 
Rich Miller also publishes Capitol Fax, a daily 
political newsletter, and CapitolFax.com.

Legal Deadline,
Thursdays at 4pm

Call Stacie at 217-679-7801 
or email legals@illinoistimes.com
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OPINION

Pronouns are the workhorses of the 
English language and I never found them 
to be particularly controversial – until 
recently. 

In case you’ve forgotten your fourth-
grade grammar lessons, some examples of 
pronouns are: he, she, we, they, it.

Recently, a Catholic priest in Arizona 
found out that sometimes the grammar 
police wear clerical robes and pointed 
hats. 

For decades, the Rev. Andres Arango 
said, “We baptize you in the name of the 
…” instead of “I baptize you in the name 
of …” 

After diocesan officials found that 
out, they said last month that people 
who Arango baptized aren’t technically 
Catholic. That means they weren’t eligible, 
from a Catholic point of view, for other 
sacraments.

The theological argument is that the 
priest is acting as a representative of God, 
so it should be “I” rather than “we.” The 
parishioners sitting out in the pews are 
just observers – not participants in the 
sacrament. 

Since baptism is a precursor for other 
Catholic rites, the thousands of people 
he baptized over the last several decades 
are left wondering if their marriages, 
confessions and promises of salvation have 
ceased to exist.

All that angst and worry comes from 
either:

A. A priest who made a grammar 
mistake.

B. Overly legalistic individuals in the 
religious hierarchy.

My thoughts? Salvation isn’t like a 
computer password dependent on every 
letter being in place when a priest recites 
the rite while pouring water over an 
infant’s head.  

But pronouns can be confusing. I 
learned that decades ago when I was 
taking management training at the Quad-
City Times. Some management guru told 
our class, when giving instructions to a 
subordinate, don’t say, “I want you to do 
this.” Instead, one should say, “We will be 
doing this.”

The idea is that by saying “we,” the 
subordinate feels like a member of the 
team rather than a lackey being ordered 
about. 

So, I left the class and wrote up an 
assignment for a photographer,  saying, 
“We will be shooting a photo of…” 

The photo never got shot. Why? The 

photographer said he couldn’t find me 
when it was time to leave, and since I said 
“we” on the assignment form he assumed 
both of us needed to go.  

My boss, who had been sitting through 
the same stupid management class with 
me, chewed me out for filling out the 
photo assignment form wrong.

So, you see, pronoun usage can be 
consequential.

Jeanne Ives, a conservative former state 
representative, expressed outrage during a 
recent interview that a former GOP office 
holder has placed “preferred pronouns” on 
the bottom of her emails.

“She’s no conservative, if she’s doing 
that,” Ives said. 

So, apparently pronoun usage is not 
just a matter of grammar, but political 
identity. I take a libertarian live-and-let-
live approach. Folks should be able to 
identify in the manner they choose.

Still, I don’t like the practice of 
referring to individuals who don’t identify 
as male or female with a plural pronoun.     

For example, back in 2019, my alma 
mater’s student newspaper wrote a feature 
on a biologically male campus police 
officer who identifies as non-binary. 

Here is a sentence from the story: 
 “Other than snide comments, Hale 

said they receive interesting looks on 
campus when they’re wearing heels, a 
dress or have their nails done, but they 
have never been so uncomfortable that 
they felt something needed to be done 
about the remarks and looks.”

I’m left wondering, is the sentence 
about one person or a group?

Language needs to be precise. This 
grammatical accommodation, which 
the Associated Press has endorsed, is 
anything but. Perhaps instead of using 
a plural pronoun, a new pronoun needs 
to be created to accommodate those not 
identifying as male or female.  

For example, in the 1970s, “Ms.” was 
created as a courtesy title for women who 
didn’t want to be identified as married or 
single. (Although the grammarian in me 
still wonders why there is a period after 
the “Ms.” when it’s not an abbreviation. 
But that’s a language quandary for another 
day.) 

Grammar is consequential. It should be 
precise but not unkind. Words matter. 

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois 
Times, can be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com.

Pronoun preferences
WEEKLY REEDER | Scott Reeder
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Missing teeth on Park Avenue
Annexing land into Springfield doesn’t always bring sidewalks and streetlights

GUESTWORK | Steven Simpson-Black

In October, I wrote about a zoning case 
involving a property that was to be annexed 
into the city of Springfield from Woodside 
Township and developed into multifamily 
housing units. As a member of the Springfield 
Planning and Zoning Commission, I had 
reservations about the zoning change. The 
street, South Park Avenue, lacks sidewalks, 
curbs and street lighting. Although the 
property we were evaluating was to be 
annexed into the city limits, the street was 
to remain part of Woodside Township. The 
township tends to leave streets as simple as 
possible: pavement, ditches and maybe some 
streetlights, if you’re lucky. Sidewalks are not 
really something Woodside Township does.

Illinois Times reporter Dean Olsen broke 
the story (See “Helping Hands plans more 
permanent supportive housing,” Feb. 10) 
that this development was to be used by 
Helping Hands for permanent supported 
housing for unsheltered individuals and 
families. I unapologetically support housing 
for all people, including the “housing first” 
model. The use of the property by Helping 
Hands was not presented to us at the 
planning and zoning commission. In fact, 
zoning ordinances are not applicable when it 
comes to whether Helping Hands could use 
this property for its permanent supported 
housing. The zoning classification that 
was approved by the commission and city 
council, R-3, allows for multifamily housing: 
everything from luxury apartments to simple 
studio apartments. 

Zoning deals with how many units are 
permitted, how many parking spaces are 
required, how much frontage the property 

must have, and traffic flow. The types of 
units and the cost of rent and who lives in 
them is not a matter for zoning ordinances. 
Government is opening itself to legal 
liabilities when it attempts to use ordinances 
to restrict a specific group of people from 
living in an area. We can restrict density of 
how many people can live somewhere, but 
not what groups of people. 

The concerns regarding infrastructure 
remain. Because this community’s reluctance 
to annex the “donut holes” that are 
surrounded by the city but are not inside the 
city limits, it is unlikely that the larger area 

will be annexed into the city of Springfield. 
Park Avenue is lined with homes that are 
both inside the city limits and outside the city 
limits. Installation of sidewalks in front of city 
properties, but not township properties, makes 
the sidewalks useless. The situation would 
be like “missing teeth.” Only a continuous 
sidewalk makes sense. 

The practical answer is an 
intergovernmental agreement between 
Woodside Township and the city of 
Springfield to install sidewalks and lighting. 
The devil would be in the details, but the city 
could negotiate to pay for the installation of 

the sidewalks along the full length of Park 
Avenue, from Junction Circle to the south 
end, with Woodside Township agreeing to 
maintain their segments. The installation 
of lighting could also be covered under a 
similar agreement. This would provide full 
city services, including sidewalks, to city 
residents, without triggering the annexation of 
properties not currently in the city limits. 

Some may argue that the city ought not 
pay for sidewalks not in the city limits. But we 
already pay for streets that service properties 
not in the city limits. In fact, the next phase 
of the Stanford Avenue project is a similar 
situation. Many homes along this section of 
Stanford, which is being upgraded by the city 
of Springfield, are not in the city limits. They 
will receive the benefits of an upgraded street 
without paying property taxes to the city. 

However, the benefit to city residents who 
will use this street, similar to the benefit of 
city residents who will use a repaved Chatham 
Road through Leland Grove, justifies the city 
taking the lead on this project. When people 
drive around town, they really have no idea if 
they’re on a city street or not. All they know is 
that they want good infrastructure. Pedestrians 
deserve the same consideration. Springfield 
residents, who pay city property taxes, deserve 
pedestrian connections to the rest of the city. 

This is why planning and coordination are 
critical in Springfield. 

Steven Simpson-Black is a Springfield resident 
and the newest member of the Springfield 
Planning and Zoning Commission. He is 
pursuing a degree in urban planning at 
University of Illinois Springfield.

Simpson-Black: "Sidewalks are not really something Woodside Township does."
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This past month, a Cook County judge held 
the director of the Illinois Department of 
Children and Family Services in contempt of 
court, an unprecedented action.  In this latest 
instance, two DCFS youngsters languished in 
mental health facilities months after they were 
ready to be discharged. 

What’s new? DCFS has been under 
a federal court order to do better for the 
21,000 young in its care – for 30 years. This 
is a reflection of the uneven, often poor, job 
Illinois has done in providing and delivering 
services to the 4 million Illinois residents (out 
of 12.8 million total population) who receive 
health and social services from the state.

As a former Illinois House member 
whose service predates the four decades of 
the House Speaker Mike Madigan era, I have 
recommendations for reform of both our 
people services and the legislature.

The state of Illinois spends more than 4 
of every 10 dollars of its operating budget on 
health and social services, while we spend just 
2 in 10 of our state dollars on educating our 
kids, from preschool through our colleges and 
universities. Obviously, getting things right in 
providing services to people is a big deal.

Yet, according to research that Tom 
Johnson and I did for our book Fixing Illinois 
(University of Illinois Press, 2014), problems 
with the state’s delivery of social services go 
much deeper and broader than DCFS. A few 
examples:

• Agencies and divisions operate within 
“silos,” unable to share information digitally 
about clients, whose problems they often share. 
As one bureaucrat put it: Interagency coop-
eration is an unnatural act among unwilling 
partners.

• Perverse incentives. As a mom lamented 
recently to a nonprofit agency director: “I want 
out of welfare, but I’m trapped in the system.” 
If she takes a job offer, she will immediately, 
before she can get her life back together, lose 
health care and other services for her children. 
So, she opts for what she thinks best for her 
kids and stays on welfare.

• We keep people in the system too long. 
DCFS keeps children in foster care longer than 
any other state in the nation. 

• The wrong people are in charge. Gover-
nors come and go, and often enter office with 
little knowledge of state government. By the 
time they develop some understanding, the 
guvs and their agency directors are out the 
door. As a result, social services are largely 
directed by the powerful public employee 

unions, plus the interest groups that represent 
hospitals, doctors, nursing homes and other 
interests. Their leaders are, maybe understand-
ably, often more concerned about their mem-
bers than about the mostly powerless people 
they are supposed to serve. 

So, who is to represent the poorly educated 
single mother who made bad decisions early 
in life? Or the veteran in a state nursing home, 
or any of the 4 million of us who receive state 
social services?

My friends say it’s the governor’s job, 
but governors are transient. The DCFS 
failures have been with us for 30 years, and 
six governors have been unable to fix the 
problems. 

The responsibility ultimately falls to 
the Illinois General Assembly, with its 
fundamental responsibility to oversee the 
executive branch. Parliamentary systems such 
as in the United Kingdom do not even have 
an elected executive branch. Walter Bagehot, 
19th century English political economist and 
founder of the Economist news magazine, 
observed: “The job of a minister (always a 
member of their Parliament, that is, legislature) 
is not to run his ministry (department), but to 
see that it runs well.” That is the challenge for 
our General Assembly.

Our legislature has, however, become 
fragmented and woefully inept at handling 
big-picture problems. The Illinois House has 

47 committees for a body of 118 members. 
Each can deal only with a little piece of our 
sprawling state bureaucracy.

This ridiculous number of committees 
has been created because: 1) each chair 
and minority party spokesman receive a 
$10,000 bump to his or her pay for heading a 
committee; almost every House member is a 
“committee leader,” and 2) the fragmentation 
increases the power of the legislative leaders.

First, reorganize the Illinois General 
Assembly. Forty-seven House committees 
is nutty. The fragmentation assures that 
nothing comprehensive and significant will be 
accomplished.

Instead, for example, create a permanent 
Blue-Ribbon Commission on Social Services, 
a panel of legislators plus outside expert 
members (interest group leaders ineligible 
to serve). The commission would meet 
throughout each year and become students of 
the big-picture issues. 

I know many good, smart people within 
both the Illinois bureaucracy and state 
legislature. Unfortunately, neither is organized 
to function effectively. 

Jim Nowlan is a former Illinois legislator, 
state agency director, aide to three unindicted 
governors, chair of the Illinois Executive Ethics 
Commission, professor and community newspaper 
publisher. 

Why Illinois social services are in disarray
The legislature is to blame
GUESTWORK | Jim Nowlan
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The woman was nervous when she arrived in 
Springfield.

Earlier in the day, she had flown with a 
companion from her home state of Texas to a 
Chicago airport, where she rented a car and the 
two drove to central Illinois.

The woman’s goal was to obtain a medical 
procedure – abortion – that is legal across the 
United States but is now banned by her home 
state after a fetal heartbeat can be detected – in 
about the sixth week of pregnancy.

With logistical and financial assistance from 
Planned Parenthood of Illinois and other allied 
pro-choice organizations, the woman got her 
abortion recently at PPIL’s Springfield Health 
Center. She and her companion then stayed 
overnight at a hotel in Illinois before flying 
back to Texas the next day, according to PPIL 
officials.

“At the end of the day, she was a very scared 
person who was just trying to get her health 
care needs met,” said Jenna Gordon, a Planned 
Parenthood licensed clinical social worker who 
was with the unidentified women that day in 
Springfield.

Since the Texas law took effect in 
September, Planned Parenthood’s Illinois 
health centers offering in-clinic and medication 
abortions, including the center at 601 Bruns 
Lane in Springfield, have seen a 30% increase 
in out-of-state residents seeking the service, 
officials from the nonprofit said. 

They wouldn’t release specific numbers of 
abortions performed in Springfield or at other 
Illinois locations. State officials also wouldn't 
release the number of abortions by location, 
saying state law prohibits it.

Among Sangamon County residents, 343 
received abortions in 2020. Other abortion 
totals for residents of large counties include 
249 from Macon County, 523 from Peoria 
County, 372 from McLean County, 162 from 
Tazewell County, 1,039 from St. Clair County 
and 22,711 from Cook County.

Like the rest of the country, more than 
90% of people getting abortions in Illinois 
are unmarried, and national statistics indicate 
a majority of abortion patients already have 
children and are low-income.

More than 87% of abortions in Illinois 
involve patients ages 20 through 29; minors 
make up 2.5% of the total, Illinois Department 
of Public Health statistics indicate.

Black patients receive 38% of the 

abortions in the United States, a number 
disproportionate to their share of the 
population, while white patients receive 33% 
of abortions. 

Abortion rates have been dropping 
nationwide since the late 1970s. But states 
surrounding Illinois, and others in the 
Midwest, have increasingly imposed more 
restrictions on abortion.

“2021 was the worst year for legislative 
attacks on abortion since 1973,” said Kristen 
Schultz, chief strategy and operations officer for 
Planned Parenthood of Illinois.

“Your access to care shouldn’t be based on 
where you live or your financial means or your 
race or your ability to access information or 

your ability to get child care,” she said. “And 
we may live in a world where access to care is 
dependent on those factors.”

The number of abortions provided in 
Illinois to out-of-state residents has more than 
tripled since 2014, reaching 9,686 in 2020. 
Out-of-state patients received about one in 
every five of the total 46,243 abortions in 
Illinois in 2020, according to the most recent 
IDPH data.

The number of in-state patients receiving 
abortions increased about 9% during the 
2014-2020 period, while the total number 
of abortions rose 20%. Out-of-state patients 
accounted for a majority of the overall increase, 
IDPH statistics indicate.

Planned Parenthood officials said requests 
from Texas residents represent only part of 
the increase in out-of-state abortions at the 
nonprofit’s clinics since September.

The high-profile restriction to abortion in 
the Lone Star State, which a majority of justices 
on the U.S. Supreme Court allowed to remain 
in place, is part of a years-long, nationwide 
trend of states restricting access to abortion, 
officials said.

They noted that the Supreme Court became 
more conservative after the 2016 election 
of President Donald Trump, a Republican, 
because Trump was able to appoint justices 
Neil Gorsuch in 2017, Brett Kavanaugh in 
2018 and Amy Coney Barrett in 2020. 

With the constitutionality of a Mississippi 
law banning abortions after 15 weeks of 
pregnancy now in front of the court, pro-
choice advocates say it’s possible the court’s 
6-3 conservative majority will rule this spring 
or summer to significantly reduce federally 
protected access to abortion or strike down 
the court’s landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling 
establishing that right.

Such a scenario, Planned Parenthood 
officials said, would lead to 26 states quickly 
banning abortion. The number would include 
all five states touching Illinois and almost all 
states in the South, officials said.

As a result, they said Illinois – with few 
restrictions on abortion and among the fewest 
in the Midwest – would become even more of 
a haven for women from other states seeking to 
terminate their pregnancies.

If Roe falls or is significantly weakened, the 
current 46,000 abortions conducted each year 
in Illinois could increase threefold to fivefold, 
Schultz said.

“It’s quite possible” that half of U.S. 
women of childbearing age – 18 to 49 – could 
lose access to abortion in their home state, 
depending on how the Supreme Court rules, 
she said.

The recent 30% increase in out-of-state 
patients coming to Illinois Planned Parenthood 
health centers for abortions is “a small sliver and 
a small window into the future,” Schultz said.

“We have been preparing for this for years, 
and we have the capacity, and we will do 
everything in our power to shift operations as 
the demand requires,” she said.

Even if there’s increased outreach and 
assistance to help patients get abortions in 

Abortion haven
As surrounding states increase restrictions, Illinois sees influx of patients 

ABORTION | Dean Olsen
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The number of patients from surrounding states who 
traveled to Illinois for abortions in 2020.
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states such as Illinois, many women would 
end up carrying unplanned pregnancies to 
term or use unsafe options to terminate their 
pregnancies, Schultz said.

The restrictions other states have 
imposed include limiting abortions based on 
gestational age of a pregnancy and imposing 
mandatory waiting periods that require at 
least two visits to an abortion clinic before the 
service can be offered.

Restrictions also include prohibiting 
telemedicine appointments before medicines 
can be dispensed that cause a “medication 
abortion,” similar to a miscarriage.

Illinois doesn’t make patients deal with any 
of those restrictions, “so we are most likely 
going to take care of their needs,” Gordon 
said.

Illinois expands access
Led by Democratic majorities in the state 
House and Senate, the Illinois General 
Assembly has been taking action for years to 
expand access to abortion.

The state allows abortion pills to be sent 
through the mail to an Illinois address after 
a telemedicine appointment. Medication 
abortions overtook surgical abortions, also 
known as “in-clinic abortions,” as the most 
common form of abortion in Illinois in 2020.

A bill repealing the state’s parental 
notification requirement for minors wanting 
an abortion was passed by the legislature and 
signed by Gov. JB Pritzker, a Democrat, in fall 
2021 and will take effect June 1.

Illinois’ Medicaid program covers 
abortions for low-income patients living 
in the state as a result of legislation signed 
in 2017 by former Gov. Bruce Rauner, a 
Republican who parted ways with many 
elected officials in his party on the issue.

The law expanded Medicaid-covered 
abortions beyond limited cases and also 
required state employee insurance to cover the 
procedure.

And in 2019, Pritzker signed legislation 
that established women’s access to abortion as 
a “fundamental right.”

Abortion-rights advocates said they are 
glad Illinois can provide options for out-
of-state patients, while at the same time, 
lamenting the financial and emotional stress 
on patients.

Pro-choice groups are making plans 
to serve even more out-of-state patients 
– women as well as transgender men and 
“gender nonconforming” individuals who 
want abortions, Schultz said. 

Chicago-based Planned Parenthood of 
Illinois – with annual revenues of more than 
$35 million per year, according to the group’s 
IRS 990 form for fiscal year 2019 – operates 
reproductive health clinics throughout the 
state. 

Planned Parenthood’s preparations to 
serve more patients from other states included 
the 2018 opening of a health center offering 
abortion services in Flossmoor, a south suburb 
of Chicago near the Indiana border, and the 
2020 opening of a similar clinic in Waukegan, 
near the Wisconsin border, Schultz said. 

Preparations also included the formal 
opening in January of a $10 million Regional 
Logistics Center in Fairview Heights by 
Reproductive Health Services of Planned 
Parenthood of the St. Louis Region in 
partnership with Hope Clinic for Women in 
nearby Granite City, Illinois.

The center will expand and improve 
referral services and make use of a network of 
private, nonprofit abortion-assistance groups 
across the country to help patients with the 

An exam room where in-clinic abortions are performed in Springfield. PHOTO BY 1221 PHOTOGRAPHY
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often complicated arrangements of traveling 
to Illinois’ Metro East area for an abortion, 
according to Bonyen Lee-Gilmore, vice 
president of strategy and communications for 
Planned Parenthood of the St. Louis Region.

The Fairview Heights and Granite City 
clinics both offer abortions, and officials at 
the Fairview Heights clinic say they have seen 
a 52% increase in patients traveling to the 
Metro East area for abortions from out of state 
compared with a year ago.

The Texas abortion law has had the “ripple 
effect” of Texas women filling up abortion 
appointments in nearby states, forcing many 
women from the states surrounding Texas to 
travel to Illinois for abortions, Lee-Gilmore said.

The organization’s Fairview Heights clinic 
provides medication abortions for women up 
to 11 weeks pregnant and in-clinic abortions 
up to 24 weeks – and, in limited circumstances, 
26 weeks. 

Since the Texas law went into effect, the 
clinic has begun to see more out-of-state 
patients needing abortions later in their 
pregnancies because of delays in finding an out-
of-state appointment and arranging for travel, 
lodging, time off work, child care and financial 
assistance, Lee-Gilmore said.

Pro-life groups prepare
Abortion opponents are gearing up for the 
future, too.

Springfield Right to Life moved its 
office from downtown Springfield to a site 
immediately south of the Planned Parenthood 
clinic on Bruns Lane after the clinic moved 
from downtown to the west side in 2016. 

The organization gathers its supporters 
on the sidewalk outside the clinic to pray for 
Planned Parenthood patients and staff on 
Thursdays, the one day a week when abortions 
typically are scheduled, group president Tim 
Moore said. 

The Right to Life office is working to 
expand its support and educational services 
to pregnant women and adolescents, he said. 
The office already offers free self-administered 
pregnancy tests and non-medical sonograms.

Other pro-life groups offering pregnancy 
support services in Springfield include 
Pregnancy Care Center of Springfield, 
Beerlahai Roy Women’s Ministries and First 
Step Women’s Center.

While Moore said he is hopeful the 
Supreme Court will strike down Roe vs. Wade 
and leave abortion access totally up to the 
states, he said it saddens him that more out-of-
state patients are coming to what he called “the 
abortion capital of the Midwest. … the Third 
World-country of Illinois.” 

Moore said Illinois is a “pro-life state,” but 
that sentiment isn’t reflected in the Democratic-
controlled General Assembly or the governor’s 
office.

The pro-choice group Personal PAC 

says a scientific poll it conducted in 2021 
indicated 73% of Illinois voters agreed with the 
statement, “Abortion should remain legal in 
Illinois as a private decision between a woman 
and her doctor, not politicians.”

But Amy Gehrke, executive director of 
Illinois Right to Life, said the Personal PAC 
poll question was too broad.

“Those who promote absolute abortion 
access and oppose any law or protection they 
deem to be a threat to that access are in the 
minority,” she said. “Most Americans support 
sensible abortion laws that protect the mother 
and her preborn child.”

Gehrke said several nationwide polls show 
Americans have nuanced views on the topic.

She pointed to a 2021 Gallup poll in which 
32% of adults said abortion should be legal 
under any circumstances, 48% said it should 
be legal only under certain circumstances and 
19% thought it should be illegal in all cases.

She also pointed to a 2022 Marist Poll 
commissioned by the Knights of Columbus, 
a Catholic organization, that said 71% of 
American adults want to either allow abortions 
only during the first three months of pregnancy 
or in other circumstances such as rape, incest or 
to save the life of the mother, or they want to 
ban abortion entirely.

Moore said demand for abortions from 
patients inside and outside Illinois in part 
represents a failure by pro-lifers to meet 
women’s needs for economic stability, education 
and protection from sexual predators.

“Anyone that’s needing an abortion is in a 
desperate situation that our community has not 

addressed,” he said. “We’ve got our work cut 
out for us.”

Dealing with uncertainty  
Abortion-rights activists aren’t shy about 
voicing concerns that Roe will fall. That’s 
because they said the public needs to be aware 
of the growing number of abortion restrictions 
nationwide related to the election of abortion 
opponents in state legislatures and Congress.

Many patients in states outside Illinois 
who inquire about abortions think the service 
already is illegal in their home states, activists 
said, and pro-choice charities offering financial 
assistance will need more donations if present 
trends continue.

The Chicago Abortion Fund, founded in 
1985, assisted fewer than 200 people in Illinois 
and other states with money and logistical 
support to get abortions in 2018, and the 
total rose to 3,000 in 2021 – mostly involving 
patients from the Midwest and some from the 
South – chief executive officer Megan Jeyifo 
said.

Before 2019, the nonprofit sometimes didn’t 
have enough money to help everyone who 
inquired, but that changed when more donors 
stepped up, she said. The need for support 
continues to grow, she said.

Patients, on average, face abortion-related 
medical costs of less than $500, Schultz said. 
But she and Jeyifo said out-of-state patients 
often face many additional costs for travel, 
child care and other expenses when seeking care 
in Illinois.

The fund’s annual budget has more than 

doubled in the past two years and now 
stands at about $1 million, she said. The 
organization recently added 16 more volunteer 
case managers, bringing the total number of 
volunteer and paid case managers to 37.

“I’m terrified what happens when Roe falls,” 
Jeyifo said. “We need everyone’s money now.

“Navigating travel is so hard; it’s so 
expensive. Whatever it takes, if somebody needs 
to get to their appointment, we’re going to 
make it happen. Getting an abortion is really, 
really hard, and it can often feel like you’re 
negotiating this labyrinth.”

The fact that Planned Parenthood’s 
Springfield health center isn’t close to the 
border with another state hasn’t prevented 
out-of-state residents from traveling there 
for an abortion, according to Mara Pliskin, 
manager of the organization’s abortion patient 
navigation program.

The people who inquire often are looking 
for the soonest possible appointment, she said.

“So if our Springfield location has 
availability for appointments, many out-of-state 
patients will choose that option just to get their 
care as quickly as possible,” Pliskin said.

Patients have driven from their home state 
to Springfield, or they have flown to airports 
in Indianapolis or Chicago and driven there, 
she said. They also have flown into Springfield’s 
Abraham Lincoln Capital Airport, Pliskin said.

Gordon, the Planned Parenthood social 
worker, added: “Folks are on a time crunch 
when it comes to abortion care. They are 
coming to get their needs met and trying to get 
back to their typical life as soon as possible.”

The Springfield health center and other 
Planned Parenthood of Illinois facilities offer 
medication abortions up to 11 weeks and six 
days gestation, and in-clinic abortions up to 22 
weeks and six days gestation.

Out-of-state patients have been connected 
to Illinois abortion providers or allied 
organizations through referrals and online 
searches, then traveled to Springfield and 
Planned Parenthood’s other health centers 
for both in-clinic and medication abortions, 
Pliskin said.

The recent patient from Texas received an 
in-clinic procedure. And even though she flew 
into Chicago, she opted for Springfield because 
its health center had the soonest available slot, 
Pliskin said.

“We were able to connect her to an 
organization that could help her book a flight 
as well as an organization that could help her 
book a hotel room,” Pliskin said. “We were 
able to meet all of her needs by leaning on 
our community partners and using our own 
internal resources.”

Gordon, who provided emotional support 
in Springfield that day, said the Texas patient 
was going through a lot of stress.

Without being more specific, Gordon said, 
“There were multiple life circumstances that 
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Tim Moore, president of Springfield Right to Life, and MaryJean Sheets, executive director. 
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were coming up. … It really spoke to the 
needs that our patients have when they are 
traveling such distances in order to get legal 
care that they should be able to get in their 
own states.”

The woman was beyond six weeks 
pregnant, so there was no medical facility in 
Texas that could have provided her abortion.

“It felt like obstacle after obstacle was being 
placed in her way,” Gordon said, “so I think 
fear was running through her most of the day, 
and probably from the time she set foot on a 
plane and then getting back into Texas.”

Gordon said it’s likely many thoughts were 
racing through her mind: “Is everything going 
to go OK? Am I going to be able to afford 
what’s next? Is anyone going to know?”

The Texas law allows people who assist 
women in getting an abortion to be sued.

“It’s a scary process for folks,” Gordon said. 
“There are a lot of unknowns for them, and 
they’re in such a hostile state.”

Another recent out-of-state patient drove 
from Mississippi to Springfield for an abortion 
and chose Springfield because she could stay 
with a friend living in the capital city, Pliskin 
said.

Meeting abortion patients in the parking 
lot are volunteer escorts wearing reflective 
pink vests, offering words of welcome and, 
if patients desire, an umbrella to shield 
their faces from abortion opponents on the 
sidewalk along Bruns Lane.

The activists pray, yell and sometimes use 
loudspeakers to criticize patients and escorts 
and try to dissuade the women.

“If they’re hearing some of the stuff the 
protesters are saying, it’s not pleasant,” said 
one of the Springfield escorts, a 62-year-old 
retired state worker who asked to be identified 
only as Patricia P.

Patricia and another escort, Rich O., asked 
that their last names not be published for 
security reasons. They walk the patients from 
their cars to the patient entrance on the south 
side of the building.

Rich, 75, also a retired state worker, has 
been an escort for three years. He said some 
of the protesters are “just really nasty people” 
who “misquote the Bible.”

When asked why he volunteers, he said, 
“I believe in reproductive choice, and I want 
people to be able to get the services that 
they’re legally entitled to get and to help 
support them in their lives and make them 
feel comfortable with the choices they’re 
making.”

The patients and people who accompany 
them often thank the escorts for putting up 
with the protesters. 

“They say they’re sorry that we have to go 
through what we go through, but it’s worth it, 
for both us as escorts and for patients,” Rich 
said.

Escorts have been wearing masks during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I’m just trying to provide a little bit of 
comfort and a smiling face,” Patricia said. “We 
smile with our eyes.”

The work of escorts will be even more 
important in the months to come, Rich said.

“We’re going to be providing a lot more 
abortion services here in Illinois, and I’m sure 
more of us will be needed,” he said.

Rich doesn’t know whether the Springfield 
health center will need to provide abortion 
services more days each week but said, “We’ll 
be here to help the clients.” 

Dean Olsen is a senior staff writer with 
Illinois Times. He can be reached at dolsen@
illinoistimes.com or 217-679-7810.

Rich, a retired state worker, volunteers as an escort for women coming to Planned Parenthood for abortions. 
PHOTO BY 1221 PHOTOGRAPHY
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King Cake for Mardi Gras
Laissez les bons temps rouler!

FOOD |  Ashley Meyer

King Cake is a decadent, buttery confection 
prepared to mark Epiphany, or Twelfth Night 
– the day when the wise men returned from 
Bethlehem with the news that Christ had been 
born. Whether as a galette des rois in France or a 
dreikönigskuchen in Germany, these celebratory 
cakes all consist of a rich, yeasted dough, 
often cream-filled or studded with dried fruit, 
baked in a crown shape and richly decorated to 
resemble the crown of the Magi. Baked inside is 
a single dried bean or nut, known as the “fève” 
to the French, and the person who found it in 
their cake would then be crowned king or queen 
of the celebration. 

In New Orleans, King Cakes are traditionally 
served throughout Carnival until Fat Tuesday, 
though they have become such an iconic part 
of the culture that they can now be found year 
round. The lucky bean eventually morphed into 
a tiny plastic baby, which some say represents 
the baby Jesus, and, in addition to being 
crowned king of the festivities, the finder is 
responsible for bringing a cake to the next party. 

Bedazzled with sparkling sugar in the 
signature Mardi Gras colors of purple, green 
and gold (symbolizing justice, faith and power), 
King Cakes are as good to look at as they are to 
eat. While not a difficult recipe to prepare, it is 
a process and will make a mess in your kitchen. 
But hey, it’s Mardi Gras! Laissez les bons temps 
rouler! Let the good times roll, and maybe pour 
yourself a Hurricane cocktail while you do the 
dishes. 

King Cake 
Feel free to swap out the fillings as you choose. 
Nutella or chocolate chips, cinnamon sugar, 
chopped praline or strawberry jam are all 

delicious choices.

For the dough: 
2 egg yolks, room temperature 
2 whole eggs, room temperature 
¼ cup sugar 
6 tablespoons melted butter, cooled 
¾ cup whole milk, room temperature
Zest of half a lemon (use the other half for the 
filling) 
¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg 
3 ½-4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 package (2 ¼ teaspoons) instant dry yeast 
A large dried bean or plastic baby 

For the filling: 
8 ounces cream cheese, room temperature 
1 egg yolk, room temperature 
½ cup sugar
4 tablespoons flour 
1 teaspoon vanilla or Grand Marnier 
Zest of half a lemon (leftover from the dough) 

For the icing: 
3 tablespoons room temperature butter 
2 cups powdered sugar 
1 teaspoon vanilla or Grand Marnier 
Juice of one lemon 
Tiny pinch of salt 

Combine the egg yolks and eggs, melted butter, 
sugar, milk, lemon zest and nutmeg in the bowl 
of a stand mixer. Add three and a half cups of 
the flour, the yeast and salt and mix well to form 
a sticky dough. Knead for four to five minutes. 
Add more flour as needed to achieve the desired 
consistency. The dough should be very soft and a 

little sticky but still workable. 
Transfer the dough to a well-oiled bowl and 

cover. Place in a warm, draft-free location until 
doubled in volume, about two hours depending 
on the temperature of the room. (You can also 
let it rise in the fridge overnight.) 

When the dough is rising, prepare the filling. 
Combine the cream cheese, egg, sugar, flour, 
lemon zest and vanilla and beat until smooth. 
Set aside. 

Dust a clean, dry work surface with flour. 
Line a baking sheet with parchment or you can 
choose to bake this cake in a  12-cup Bundt pan 
– be sure to butter and flour it well.

Turn the dough out onto the floured work 
surface. Dust your hands with flour and gently 

stretch the dough into a roughly 14-inch by 18-
inch rectangle. Spread the cream cheese mixture 
over the dough, leaving a 1 1/2-inch border over 
the long top side. This is the time to add a bean, 
if using. (If I’m using a plastic baby I stick it in 
the bottom of the baked cake before I decorate 
it.) Roll the dough up away from you into a 
long log and pinch along the seam to seal it up. 
Form it into a ring and seal the ends together, 
then transfer it to a prepared Bundt pan, seam 
side up, or roll it into a snail shape (seam side 
down) on a prepared baking sheet. Cover with a 
large inverted bowl or greased plastic wrap and 
place in a warm place for about an hour, or until 
it gets lightly puffy and swelled. (Avoid letting it 
over-rise and get too puffy. This will result in a 
dense cake.) 

Forty-five minutes into the second rise, 
preheat the oven to 350 degrees. When the cake 
has completed its second rise, transfer it to the 
oven and bake for about 35-40 minutes for a 
Bundt, 30-35 minutes if baked on a baking 
sheet. A thermometer inserted into the center 
of the cake should read 190 degrees. Let cool 
for 10 minutes in the Bundt pan before turning 
out onto a rack to cool completely. Cakes on a 
baking sheet can be left there to cool completely. 

While the cake cools, make the icing. Beat 
together the powdered sugar, butter, vanilla 
and a tiny pinch of salt (omit if using salted 
butter) until combined. Add lemon juice 
one tablespoon at a time until you have the 
consistency of a thick glaze. 

Drizzle the glaze over the top of the cooled 
cake, then decorate with bands of purple, green 
and gold sprinkles. Allow three to four hours 
for the icing to set completely (if planning to 
transport the cake). 

FOOD
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February music grand finale  
NOW PLAYING | Tom Irwin

As we approach the final days of February 
2022, this amazing month of live music is 
going out with a big bang. I’ve been tooting 
our music scene horn pretty hard as we come 
blasting back from the abyss of past pandemic 
years with exceptionally diverse and dynamic 
shows, but this weekend really does take the 
cake. So, let’s get to looking at what’s setting 
the woods on fire in the here and now.

Touring acts are the big driver of our 
bragging rights for a high falutin’ weekend, 
adding an extra bonus layer to our usual stock 
of well-played local bands in area venues. First 
up, on Thursday we have two traveling music 
men, as Nashville-based singer-songwriter 
Jeff Shepard brings his edgy Americana 
to the Backroom Lounge in Riverton and 
internationally touring Chicago-style (and 
much more) blues artist Johnny Burgin drops 
in at Whiskey Jacks. 

Friday delivers a couple of cool country acts 
from on the road when North Carolina native 
Caanan Cox, now an up-and-coming music-
maker working from Nashville, Tennessee, 
rolls into Weebles and MarDe Brooks, an 
Alabama singer-songwriter who “writes from 
the heart and sings from the soul” makes his 
way to the busy Backroom Lounge. 

Come Saturday night, Toronzo Cannon 
and his band, The Chicago Way, blasts down 
from the Windy City to tear it up at Casey’s 
Pub (inside the Knights of Columbus Hall on 
Meadowbrook Road) with David Lumsden 
Blues + Band kicking off the night. Toronzo is 
renowned as one of the top Chicago blues men 
of this generation and his Alligator Records 
connection gives him the cred, while his live 
shows deliver the goods. Over the last year, 
David Lumsden has been very busy out at 
Frequency Recording making the follow-up to 
his Hues of Blues album. The new collection of 
10 songs, Rooted in the Blues, features Dave’s 

bandmates Gary Davis, Tim Bahn and Jim 
Engel, along with some guest performers 
you will probably know, playing originals, 
standards, classics and some surprises. The 
official album release date is later in March, 
but if all goes as planned, Dave says he’ll 
have advance CD copies available Saturday 
night. This is deep, tastefully played blues 
happening here that you will appreciate and 
respect. Watch out for the release party, and 
we’ll report on the chart progress of Dave’s 
composition, “Ruthless Boogie,” just out on an 
internationally distributed blues compilation 
called Blind Raccoon & Nola Blues Collection 
Volume 4. 

Saturday, a couple more national touring 
acts are in town when The Mighty Pines 
travel up from St. Louis, joining with 
our homegrown Sunshine Daydream out 
at Danenbergers for a killer double bill. 
Boondocks hosts a pop-up concert by Cody 
Jinks, known as one of the most popular, 
independent, outlaw country music guys 
working the field today. (The Doug Warcup 
benefit originally scheduled for this Sunday at 
Boondocks has been shifted to Sunday, March 
6. I’ll have details next week.) 

And, yes, we have even more local music 
releases happening on Saturday night as 
Wayward Motel, the Josh Catalano-led, 
American rock quartet debuts their latest CD, 
Hourly Rates, with a live performance and 
offers the disc for sale during the release party 
held at George Ranks. There’s a cool video out 
for the new single, “Weary Hearts.” on the 
band’s Facebook page and while you’re there, 
visit opening act Dreamjacket’s page. You just 
might recognize a band member or two. 

Please be sure to check our listings for all 
the other super-duper live music in our last of 
February blast before we march on. There is a 
whole bunch more. 

MUSIC

Thursday
Feb 24
Christine Groetzenbach
Anchors Away, 6-8pm

Jeff Shepard
The Backroom Lounge, 
Riverton, 7pm

Open mic with Jess Cloyd
Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 
7-10pm

Jackpot Karaoke with  
Debbie Cakes
Curve Inn, 7-11pm

J.C.B. Entertainment Karaoke
La Fiesta Chatham, 7-11pm

Johnny Burgin
Whiskey Jack’s Sports Bar,  
7pm

Friday
Feb 25
Frank Parker  
Jambalaya Jam
Anchors Away, 8pm

MarDe Brooks
The Backroom Lounge, 
Riverton, 7pm

The Stone Giants
The Blue Grouch Pub, 6:30-
10:30pm

Chuck and the Seanotes
Boone’s, 5:30-7:30pm

The Tangents
Brewski’s Pub, 6-9pm

J.C.B. Entertainment  
Karaoke
Bunkers Bar, Illiopolis, 8pm-
1am

Off the Wall
Curve Inn, 6:30-9:30pm

Tom Irwin and the  
Raouligans
George Rank’s, 8-11pm

The Blues Ambassadors
Lime Street Cafe, 7-10:30pm

RockHouse
Main Gate Bar & Grill, 8pm-
12am

John Stevens and  
Geoff Ryan
New Moon Cafe, Decatur, 6:30-
8:30pm

Friday Night Karaoke
Pier 55 Lounge, 8pm-12am

Kapital Sound
Route 66 Motorheads Bar, Grill 
& Museum, 8-11pm

White Lightnin’
VFW 10302 Northenders, 7pm

Canaan Cox
Weebles Bar & Grill, 7-11pm

Saturday
Feb 26
Deja Voodoo
The Blue Grouch Pub, 7-11pm

Cody Lee Moomey
Boar’s Nest, Athens, 8pm

Open mic With Joel Honey 
and Silas Tockey
Boone’s, 7-11pm

Cody Jinks
Boonedock’s, 7pm

David Hanners and Tom 
Irwin

Buzz Bomb Brewing Co., 
7-10pm

Dave Lumsden
Casey’s Pub, 7-8pm

Toronzo Cannon and The 
Chicago Way
Casey’s Pub, 8-11pm

Jeff Young and the Bad 
Grandpas
Curve Inn, 6-10pm

Sunshine Daydream, The 
Mighty Pines
Danenberger Family Vineyards, 
New Berlin, 6-11pm

Off the Wall
Daugherty’s Pub, Chandlerville, 
9pm-12am

Wayward Motel with 
Dreamjacket
George Rank’s, 8-11:59pm

Myers - Brant - Paoni
Harvest Market Farmhouse 
Brews, 6-9pm

The Blues Ambassadors
Lime Street Cafe,  
7-10:30pm

Fun DMC
Locals Bar, Pawnee, 9pm-12am

Folsom Prison Five
Route 66 Motorheads Bar,  
Grill & Museum, 7pm

Tom Beverly & Geoff Ryan
Slauterhouse Brewing Co., 
Auburn, 6-9pm

Rod Grant
Third Base Sports Bar, 
7-10:30pm

White Lightnin’ Band
Weebles Bar & Grill, 7-11pm

Wowie Zowie
Whiskey Jack’s Sports Bar, 
7-10pm

Sunday
Feb 27
Curt Smith
Hill Prairie Winery, Oakford, 
2-5pm

Red Ribbon Revival
It’s All About Wine, 3pm

John Stevens and  
Geoff Ryan
Trails End Saloon, Curran, 
5-8pm

Monday
Feb 28
Four Counties Blues Band
The Alamo, 7pm

Open mic with Silas Tockey
Whiskey Jack’s Sports Bar, 
8-11pm

Tuesday
Mar 1
J.C.B. Entertainment  
Karaoke
The Alibi, Rochester,  
8pm-12am

Karaoke with  
Debbie Cakes
The Blue Grouch Pub,  
7-11pm

Mary Jo Curry
Curve Inn, 6:30-9:30pm

Songwriter open mic with 
Tom Irwin
It’s All About Wine, 6-9pm

Wednesday
Mar 2
Karaoke with Debbie Cakes
Weebles Bar & Grill, 7-11pm

Live music within 40 miles of Springfield. 
Dates, times and locations are subject 
to change, so we suggest calling before 
attending an event.
 
Attention bands, bars and musicians: 
submit your shows and photos online 
at www.illinoistimes.com  or by email 
calendar@illinoistimes.com.

Canaan Cox heads up from Nashville to play Weebles on Friday night.
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HISTORY | For the People speaker series
Whether free, fugitive or enslaved, just before the Civil War 
the Black women of Washington, D.C., faced tremendous 

obstacles with courage and ingenuity, as historian Tamika Nunley 
will explain in the debut of a new series at the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum. For the People speaker series 
begins Thursday, Feb. 24, with the presentation by  Nunley, 
author of At the Threshold of Liberty: Women, Slavery, and Shifting 
Identities in Washington, D.C. By digging through 19th century 
newspapers, records, letters and memoirs, Nunley has shed new 
light on how Black women built their identities and lives beyond 
the restrictions meant to keep them from experiencing liberty, 
self-respect and power. The book has received much praise and 
been called a “powerful history of Black women’s freedom-
making in Washington.”  To reserve a free seat at the 
presentation, visit the website at presidentlincoln.illinois.gov.

At the Threshold 
of Liberty

Thursday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m.
Abraham Lincoln 

Presidential Museum
212 N. Sixth St.
217-558-8844

Free

 Special Music Events

Faculty recital - violin
Fri., Feb. 25, 7:30pm. Also 
viewable online. uis.edu/
music. UIS Studio Theatre, One 
University Plaza, 217-206-7529.

First Tuesday Brown Bag 
Concert
Tue., March 1, 12pm. Illinois 
Symphony Orchestra musicians. 
UIS Student Union Ballroom, 
2251 Richard Wright Dr., 217-
206-4782.

Perfect pitch: Stage fright
Mon., Feb. 28, 4pm. 
Performance psychology panel 
discussion co-hosted by UIS 
Athletics. Part of the UIS Music 
Lecture Series. Online. 217-206-
6240.

 Theater & Comedy

August Wilson’s Gem of the 
Ocean
Through Feb. 26, 8pm and Sun., 

Feb. 27, 2pm. Set in 1904 in 
Pittsburgh’s Hill District. Aunt 
Ester guides Citizen Barlow 
on a soaring, lyrical journey of 
spiritual awakening to the City 
of Bones. Fog machine, loud 
sound effects, racially charged 
language and slight sexual 
situations. Hoogland Center for 
the Arts LRS Theatre 1, 420 S. 
Sixth St., 217-523-2787.

A Springfield Farewell
Sat., Feb. 26, 7pm. Written by 
the late local playwright, Ken 
Bradbury, the story examines 
a fictionalized conversation 
between Abraham and Mary 
Lincoln (Randy Duncan and Pam 
Brown) moments before their 
departure for the White House. 
Discussion and refreshments 
after the show. edwardsplace.
org. $10. Edwards Place, 
Springfield Art Association, 700 
N. Fourth St., 217-523-2631.

 Dance

Enchanted: Storybook Ballets
Sat., Feb. 26, 10am, 2, 6pm. 
Delightful children’s stories, 
such as The Snow Queen, The 
Little Mermaid and Sleeping 
Beauty, brought to life. Be 
transported into the magical 
world of ballet. Presented by 
the Springfield Ballet Company 
and the Springfield Youth Ballet 
Company. $30 adults and $15 
children 12 and under. UIS 
Performing Arts Center, One 
University Plaza, 217-206-6160.

 Art & Architecture

Architect of the Capitol
Fri., Feb. 25, 8am. The Office 
of the Architect was awarded 
$350 million for renovations 
of the Capitol. Some work 
began in 2021 with the goal 
to be complete by January 
2025. Speaker Andrea Aggertt 
and moderator Paul O’Shea. 
Hosted by the Citizens Club of 
Springfield. Coffee at 7:30am. 
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In person or on the Facebook 
page. Hoogland Center for the 
Arts Club Room, 420 S. Sixth St., 
217-523-2787.

 Film & Television

Riders of Justice
Sun., Feb. 27, 1, 4pm and 
Tue., March 1, 7pm. Part of the 
Springfield Art Association’s 
Molly Schlich International 
and Independent Film Series 
benefiting the Michael Victor 
II Art Library. $10 or $5 for 
students with ID. AMC Classic 
Springfield 12, 3141 Mercantile 
Drive.

 Auditions

Maur or Les and Musing 2
Sun., Feb. 27, 2pm. A twin bill 
of plays, a Springfield comedy 
and a Chicago drama, about the 
creative process. Performances 
will be at the Hoogland Center 
for the Arts on May 13-15. Call 
for more information. Goodenow 
Insurance Agency, 719 N. Grand 
Ave. E., 217-553-8282.

 History

For the People Speaker Series
Thu., Feb. 24, 7pm. Tamika 
Nunley discusses her book, At 
the Threshold of Liberty: Women, 
Slavery and Shifting Identifies 
in Washington, D.C., which 
explores how African American 
women managed to create new 
identities and lives despite the 
oppression they faced in the 
nation’s capital as the Civil War 
approached. Free. Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Museum, 
212 N. Sixth St., 217-558-8844.

History Bike Tour
Sat., Feb. 26, 1pm. Ride your 
own bike following a guide on 
a casual and easy-paced tour 
of historic sites including the 
Lincoln Home and the city’s first 
Black firehouse. The five-mile 
round-trip tour takes about two 
hours. Includes a hot cocoa 
break. Helmets are required 
and water is recommended. 
217-524-3971. Dana-Thomas 
House, 301 E. Lawrence Ave., 
217-782-6776.

Sneak Peek: Indigenous 
Illinois
Thu., Feb. 24, 6pm. Brooke 
Morgan, Illinois State Museum 
curator of anthropology, will 
look at the museum’s new 
archaeology and Native 
American history exhibit that 
is being developed, including 
the objects in the exhibit, their 

stories and the people who used 
them. Edwards Place, Springfield 
Art Association, 700 N. Fourth 
St., 217-523-2631.

 Faith & Philosophy

Gospel Mass
Sun., Feb. 27, 11am. In 
celebration of Black History 
Month. Service to be followed by 
a soul food luncheon for $5. Call 
to RSVP. St. Aloysius Catholic 
Church, 2000 E. Sangamon Ave., 
217-321-1161.

 Holiday Happenings

Mardi Gras
Sat., Feb. 26. Cajun Mardi Gras 
meal with scheduled meal pick 
up times at the Prairie View 
Reception Center. Virtual silent 
auction. Items may be viewed 
briefly during meal pick up. 
Call the Chatham Chamber of 
Commerce for more info. 217-
483-6450.

Mardi Gras Masquerade Gala
Sat., Feb. 26, 6pm. Silent 
auction, wine pull, seated Cajun 
dinner and live entertainment by 
Sojourn Rocs. Seating is limited. 
Pandemic protocols observed. 
Hosted by AgeLinc. Call for 
tickets. $50. Crowne Plaza 
Springfield, 3000 S. Dirksen 
Pkwy., 217-787-9234.

 Fundraisers

The Final Push Fundraiser
Sat., Feb. 26, 4:30-9:30pm. 
Hosted by Friends of the 
Original Leland Farmhouse. All 
proceeds from the sale of pizza 
and beer will go towards the 
relocation of the Leland Farm 
Summer Kitchen. Music by 
Yellow Number Seven, silent 
auction. This is an opportunity 
to contribute to preserving 
Springfield history. Anvil and 
Forge Brewing and Distilling 
Company, 619 E. Washington 
St., 217-836-6879.

 Nature, Science & 
Environment

Community garden seeks 
gardeners
Thu., Feb. 24. The Illinois 
Department of Agriculture is 
seeking those interested in 
starting their own garden to 
raise fruits, vegetables, herb 
and flowers. The garden is in 
the infield of the grandstand 
racetrack and has 200 
garden plots, 100 of which 
are designated for organic 

gardening. $20. Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, 801 Sangamon 
Ave., 217-785-8300.

Maple Syrup Time
Saturdays, Sundays, 2pm. 

As the winter weather eases, 
sugar maple trees begin to turn 
stored starch into sugar. Tapping 
the trees to make syrup is an 
age-old tradition. Watch the 
process of boiling sap over a fire 
to produce syrup and, of course, 
tasting its deliciousness. Bring 
the kids and dress accordingly. 
Lincoln Memorial Garden, 2301 
E. Lake Shore Dr., 217-529-
1111.

 Lectures & Meetings

Empower All Abilities 
Conference
Sat., Feb. 26, 9am-1:30pm. 
A virtual event for community 
members and special education 
professionals in all school 
districts. Mental health, 
transition to adulthood, special 
education, inclusion and more. 
Presented by District 186 and 
Springfield Parents for Students 
with Disabilities. Call for 
registration information. sps186.
org. Free. 217-525-3060.

 Bulletin Board

The Boat Show in Springfield
Fri., Feb. 25, 2-9pm, Sat., 
Feb. 26, 10am-7pm and Sun., 
Feb. 27, 10am-5pm. Lots of 
exhibitors from across central 
Illinois. Fiberglass and aluminum 
fishing boats, inboards, 
runabouts, pontoons, tritoons 
and more. Concessions. $5 at 
the door. Ages 12 and under are 
free. Orr Building, Illinois State 
Fairgrounds, 801 Sangamon 
Ave., 217-341-1730.

National Skate Day
Sat., Feb. 26, 11:30am-1:30pm. 
Get a free ice skating lesson and 
enjoy a day at the rink. All ages 
welcome. Prizes. Limited spots 
available. COVID guidelines 
will be followed. Call for more 
information. Nelson Center Ice 
Arena, Lincoln Park, 1601 N. 
Fifth St., 217-753-2800 ext. 
2003.

 Sports

Springfield Jr. Blues vs. North 
Iowa Bulls
Fri., Feb. 25, 7pm and Sat., 
Feb. 26, 6pm. Adults $10-$12. 
Children 12 and under $6-$8. 
Nelson Center, 1601 N. Fifth St., 
217-525-2589.

MARKETPLACE
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Real Estate Foreclosure

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK, an  
Illinois banking corporation,  
Plaintiff,    
vs.               
TARA HOLLO, ERIN LANCASTER, 
MEGAN LANG, JESSE LANG,   
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF PENNY M. LANG, Deceased,  
THEODORE J. HARVATIN, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR PENNY M. 
LANG, deceased, UNKNOWN OWNERS  
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,  
Defendants.    
No. 2021CH92
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that 
pursuant to a judgment of foreclosure 
entered by the court on the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in the above-entitled cause, 
the property hereinafter described or so 
much thereof as shall be sufficient to 
satisfy said judgment, will be sold to the 
highest bidder.
(A) The name, address and telephone 
number of the person to contact for infor-
mation regarding the real estate is: United 
Community Bank, Attn: Loss Mitigation, 
1311 West Jefferson Street, Auburn, IL 
62615; Telephone: (217) 438-5467
(B) The common address and other 
common description, if any, of the real 
estate is: 
 905 S. Henrietta Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62704
(C) A description of the improvements on 
the real estate is: Single family residence.
(D) The real estate may be inspected 
prior to sale at the following times: Not 
applicable.
(E) The time and place of the sale are: 
March 15, 2022 at 9:00 AM in the County 
Board Chambers Room on the 2nd Floor 
of the Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 
9th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
(F) The terms of the sale are: Cash in 
hand on day of sale. Plaintiff may credit 
bid at the sale. The successful bidder will 
receive a Certificate of Purchase following 
the sale and a Sheriff’s Deed upon confir-
mation of the sale by the Circuit Court of 
Sangamon County, Illinois.
(G) Title will be conveyed subject to real 
estate taxes for 2021 and subsequent 
years and special assessments, if any; to 
building restrictions and restrictive cov-
enants of record; to easements of record 
or in place; to rights of way for roads, 
streets, and highways; to rights of tenants 
in possession, if any. Sale is subject to 
approval of the Circuit Court of Sangamon 
County, Illinois. Any real estate transfer tax 
which may be due as a result of the sale 
shall be paid by the purchaser. 
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000

P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
GARY D DECKER; KIMBERLY A DECKER; 
ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY,
DEFENDANTS.
19 CH 000127
1601 FAIRFIELD DRIVE SPRINGFIELD, IL 
62702
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered by the Court in the 
above entitled cause on February 26, 
2020, Sheriff of Sangamon County will 
on 4/5/2022, in the boardroom of the 
Sangamon County Bldg., 200 S. 9th St., 
Springfield, IL 62701, at 9:00am, sell at 
public auction and sale to the highest 
bidder for cash, all and singular, the 
following described real estate mentioned 
in said Judgment, situated in the County 
of Sangamon, State of Illinois, or so much 
thereof as shall be sufficient to satisfy 
said Judgment:
TAX NO. 14-23.0-301-009
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1601 Fairfield 
Drive
Springfield, IL 62702
Description of Improvements: Gray vinyl 
siding, one story single family home, 
detached one car garage
The Judgment amount was $73,953.27.
Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” sale for 
“CASH”. The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by certified funds; bal-
ance, by certified funds, within 24 hours. 
NO REFUNDS.
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate, water bills, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representation as 
to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the bid amount, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all 
information.
The successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals presently in 
possession of the subject premises.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
For Information: Visit our website at http://
ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - McCalla 
Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-

9088. Please refer to file# 20-04550IL
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not required to 
provide additional information other than 
that set forth in this notice of sale.
I3187048

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
QUICKEN LOANS INC., 
PLAINTIFF
vs.
EARNEST R. GRAY; LASHONNA L. GRAY;
DEFENDANTS
NO. 2019CH000400
Judge Ryan Cadigan
Address: 3030 South 3rd Street Spring-
field, IL 62703
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause 
on November 17, 2021, I, Sheriff of 
Sangamon County, Illinois, will on March 
15, 2022 at the hour of 9:00 AM at the 
Sangamon County Building, 200 S. Ninth 
St., Springfield, IL 62701, or in a place 
otherwise designated at the time of sale, 
County of Sangamon, State of Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder 
for cash, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
COMMON ADDRESS: 3030 South 3rd 
Street, Springfield, IL 62703
P.I.N.: 22-09.0-477-006
The real estate is improved with a single-
family residence.
THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT WAS: 
$108,188.46
Sale terms: 25% down by certified funds; 
the balance, by certified funds, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to real estate taxes, 
special assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is 
offered for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and in “as is” 
condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after Confirma-
tion of the sale. The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and Plaintiff makes 
no representations as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the Court file to 
verify all information.
Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512, the 
amounts of any surplus bid will be held 
by the sheriff until a party obtains a Court 
Order for its distribution, or for 60 days 
following the date of the entry of the order 
confirming sale, at which time, in the ab-
sence of an order directing payment of the 
surplus, it may be automatically forfeited 
to the State without further notice.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court file 

or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Johnson, 
Blumberg & Associates, LLC, 230 W. 
Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60606, telephone 
312-541-9710. Please refer to file number 
IL 19 7676.
Sheriff of Sangamon County, Illinois
Johnson, Blumberg, & Associates, LLC
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 1125
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Email: ilpleadings@johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 19 7676
I3186583

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK, an
Illinois banking corporation,                                   
Plaintiff,                                                        
vs.                                                                                               
DANIEL KAISER, UNKNOWN HEIRS          
AND LEGATEES OF HOMER C.                   
KAISER, JR., deceased, AMY LYNN           
KAISER, THEODORE J. HARVATIN,            
Special Representative of Homer C. Kaiser,         
Jr., deceased, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,                        
Defendants.     
No.        2020CH000044
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that 
pursuant to a judgment of foreclosure 
entered by the court on the Complaint for 
Foreclosure in the above-entitled cause, 
the property hereinafter described or so 
much thereof as shall be sufficient to 
satisfy said judgment, will be sold to the 
highest bidder.
(A)         The name, address and telephone 
number of the person to contact for infor-
mation regarding the real estate is: United 
Community Bank, Attn: Loss Mitigation, 
1311 West Jefferson Street, Auburn, IL  
62615; Telephone: (217) 438-5467
(B)         The common address and other 
common description, if any, of the real 
estate is:
1107 N. 5th Street, Pawnee, Illinois 62558
(C)         A description of the improve-
ments on the real estate is: Single family 
residence.
(D)         The real estate may be inspected 
prior to sale at the following times: Not 
applicable.
(E)         The time and place of the sale 
are: At 9:00 AM on March 22, 2022 in the 
County Board Chambers Room on the 2nd 
floor of the County Building, 200 S. 9th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701
(F)          The terms of the sale are: Cash 
in hand on day of sale. Plaintiff may credit 
bid at the sale. The successful bidder will 
receive a Certificate of Purchase following 
the sale and a Sheriff’s Deed upon confir-
mation of the sale by the Circuit Court of 
Sangamon County, Illinois.
(G)         Title will be conveyed subject to 
real estate taxes for 2019 and subsequent 
years and special assessments, if any; to 
building restrictions and restrictive cov-
enants of record; to easements of record 
or in place; to rights of way for roads, 
streets, and highways; to rights of tenants 
in possession, if any. Sale is subject to 
approval of the Circuit Court of Sangamon 
County, Illinois. Any real estate transfer tax 
which may be due as a result of the sale 
shall be paid by the purchaser.
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com
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CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
Carmelita Lopez, 
Deceased.
Case No. 2021 P 423
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION OF ESTATE AND 
CLAIMS
INDEPENDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Notice is given of the death of Carmelita 
Lopez. Letters of office were issued on 
July 29, 2021 to Rebecca Puclik as Inde-
pendent Executor/Representative, whose 
attorney is Gary E. Kerr, 1020 S. 7th Street, 
Springfield, Illinois 62703.
Notice is given to heirs of the decedent 
whose names or addresses were not 
stated in the petition that an order was 
entered by the court on July 29, 2021 
admitting the will to probate.  Within 42 
days after the effective date of the original 
order of admission you may file a petition 
with the court to require proof of the 
will by testimony of the witnesses to the 
will in open court or other evidence, as 
provided in Section 6-21 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/6-21).  You also have the 
right under Section 8-1 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the validity of 
the will by filing a petition with the court 
within 6 months after admission of the will 
to probate.
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under Section 
28-4 (755 ILCS 5/28-4) of the Probate 
Act any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate 
to the clerk.   
Claims against the estate may be filed 
within six months from the date of first 
publication.  Any claim not filed within six 
months from the date of first publication or 
claims not filed within three months from 
the date of mailing or delivery of Notice to 
Creditor, whichever is later, shall be barred.
Claims may be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. 9th St, Illinois, 
62701 or with the representative, or both. 
Copies of claims filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the representa-
tive and to her attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.
Dated: February 24, 2021
Law Office of Gary E. Kerr Ltd.
Attorney for the Estate
1020 South Seventh Street
Springfield, Illinois 62703
217/522-2244
kerrltd@aol.com

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDI-
CIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF
Vicky Ellett,
Deceased.
Case No. 2021 P 581
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION OF ESTATE AND 
CLAIMS
INDEPENDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Notice is given of the death of Vicky Ellett. 
Letters of office were issued on October 
18, 2021, to Judy Reeves and Jeffrey Berry 
as Independent Executors/Representatives, 
whose attorney is Gary E. Kerr, 1020 S. 7th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62703.
Notice is given to heirs of the decedent 
whose names or addresses were not 
stated in the petition that an order was 
entered by the court on October 18, 
2021admitting the Will to probate.  Within 
42 days after the effective date of the 

original order of admission you may file a 
petition with the court to require proof of 
the will by testimony of the witnesses to 
the will in open court or other evidence, 
as provided in Section 6-21 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/6-21).  You also have the 
right under Section 8-1 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the validity of 
the will by filing a petition with the court 
within 6 months after admission of the will 
to probate.
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under Section 
28-4 (755 ILCS 5/28-4) of the Probate 
Act any interested person terminates 
independent administration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a petition to terminate 
to the clerk.   
Claims against the estate may be filed 
within six months from the date of first 
publication.  Any claim not filed within six 
months from the date of first publication or 
claims not filed within three months from 
the date of mailing or delivery of Notice to 
Creditor, whichever is later, shall be barred.
Claims may be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court at the Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. 9th St, Illinois, 
62701 or with the representatives, or both. 
Copies of claims filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the Representa-
tives and to their attorney within ten days 
after it has been filed.
Dated: February 24, 2021
Law Office of Gary E. Kerr Ltd.
Attorney for the Estate
1020 South Seventh Street
Springfield, Illinois 62703
217/522-2244
kerrltd@aol.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of:  
Wayne P. Cress    
Deceased. 
No.  2022-PR-30  
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF CLAIM DATE
Notice is given of the death of Wayne P. 
Cress, of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters Testa-
mentary were issued on January 26, 2022, 
to Mike Cress, 616 Garfield, Springfield, 
Illinois, 62711, as Executor, whose attorney 
of record is DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC, 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza, 
Springfield, Illinois, 62701.
Notice is given to all known and unknown 
heirs of Wayne P. Cress of the entry of the 
Order as set forth above and of the entry 
of an Order declaring Mike Cress and John 
Cress as the only heirs of Wayne P. Cress 
The estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under 28-4 of 
the Probate Act, 755 ILCS 5/28-4, any 
interested person terminates independent 
administration at any time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk.
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 9th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, within 6 months of the 
first day that this Notice is published, and 
any claim not so filed within that period 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Sarah Delano Pavlik – 6269250
DELANO LAW OFFICES, LLC

Attorney for Executor 
One Southeast Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, Illinois  62701     
Telephone: 217-544-2703
Fax:  217-544-4664
sdpavlik@delanolaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the estate of:
Gary Dean Rollen, Deceased
Case No. 2022-PR-44
Claim Notice
Notice is given of the death of Gary Dean 
Rollen. Letters of Testamentary were 
issued to Larry Rollen, 11469 Olive Blvd., 
#177, Creve Coeur, Missouri 63141 as 
Executor. Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Circuit Court at the 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 South 
9th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62702, with 
the Executor, on or before, August 24, 
2022. Any claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of the claim filed 
with the clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Executor within 10 days after it has 
been filed. 
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Circuit Court

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF  
HELEN MAE TRAEGER,    
Deceased.
No. 2022-PR-38
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE 
NOTICE IS GIVEN of the death of HELEN 
MAE TRAEGER. Letters of office were 
issued on January 25, 2022 to KEVIN R. 
TRAEGER, 600 East Harpole Street, Wil-
liamsville, Illinois 62693, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is James S. 
Dunn, 212 South Second Street, Spring-
field, Illinois 62701. 
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Courthouse, Room 405, 
200 South Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62701, or with the representative, or both, 
within six (6) months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice, being Febru-
ary 24, 2022. Any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Circuit Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed. 
KEVIN R. TRAEGER, Independent Executor
February 10, 2022
By:  /s/JAMES S. DUNN, Attorney for 
Independent Executor
JAMES S. DUNN
Attorney at Law
212 South Second Street
Springfield, Illinois 62701
217-528-2873 telephone
dunnandmclaw@aol.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF     
ELIJAH E. A. JAMES,    
Deceased.   
No.  2022PR000056
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Elijah 
E. A. James, a resident of Springfield, 
Sangamon County, Illinois, who died in 
Springfield, Sangamon County, Illinois, on 
January 2, 2022. Todd L. James, whose 
post office address is 1616 South Wil-
lemore Avenue, Springfield, Illinois, was 
appointed independent administrator of his 
estate on February 16, 2022. The attorneys 
for the independent administrator are Hart, 
Southworth & Witsman, One North Old 
State Capitol Plaza, Suite 501, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701.

Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Court, 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 South 
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois 62702, or 
with the administrator, or both, within 6 
months from the date of the first publica-
tion, or 3 months from the date of mailing 
or delivery, of this notice, whichever is 
later. Any claim not filed before that date 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
independent administrator and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has been 
filed.
Dated this 16th day of February, 2022.
Timothy J. Rigby (ARDC #6225930)
Alexander S. Prillaman (ARDC #6339535)
Hart, Southworth & Witsman
One North Old State Capitol Plaza, Suite 
501
Springfield, Illinois  62701
Telephone:  (217) 753-0055
trigby@hswnet.com
aprillaman@hswnet.com
8051-921148

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ESTATE OF:      
RICHARD L. GREER,    
Deceased.      
No.  2022PR000040
CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the death of Richard L. 
Greer.  Letters of office were issued on 
February 2, 2022 to Joseph Angeli, 5217 
Bunting Rd., Springfield, Illinois, 62711, as 
Administrator with Will Annexed, whose 
attorney is Paul E. Presney, II, Presney 
& Gonzalez, 726 South Second Street, 
Springfield, Illinois, 62704.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the office of the Clerk of the Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 South 
Ninth Street, Springfield, Illinois, 62701, 
or with the representative, or both, within 
six (6) months from the date of the first 
publication of this notice.  Any claim not 
filed within that period is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days after it 
has been filed. The representative reserves 
all statutory rights, including the right to 
require any claim be filed with the court 
pursuant to Section 18-11 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/18-11).
Dated this 2nd day of February, 2022.
Paul E. Presney, II 
Reg. #6182986
Presney & Gonzalez
Attorneys for Administrator
726 South Second Street
Springfield, Illinois 62704
Telephone: (217) 525-0016
ppresney@presneygonzalez.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In re the Estate of 
KENNETH L. ROSSI,  
Deceased.
Case No.  2022-PR-26
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the death of Kenneth L. 
Rossi.  Letters of office have been issued 
to Trudy A. Sponsler, 2903 E. Howell 
St., Seattle, WA 98122, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is R. Phillip 
Reed, Attorney at Law, 1129 S. Seventh 
St., Springfield, IL 62703.  Claims against 
the estate may be filed in the office of the 
Sangamon County Circuit Clerk, Room 405, 
200 S. Ninth St., Springfield, IL 62701, or 
with the Executor, or both, on or before 
August 10, 2022, and any claim not filed 
on or before that date is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the Sangamon County 
Circuit Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the Executor and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.

E-filing is now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-
file, you must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit http://
efile. illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and to select a service 
provider.  If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk 
with your local circuit clerk’s office.
R. PHILLIP REED
Attorney at Law
1129 S. Seventh St.
Springfield, IL  62703
(217) 528-7333
reedlaw@sbcglobal.net
ARDC No. 2300478

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of    
MARIANNE ARMENTO, Deceased.
IN PROBATE
NO.  2022-PR-032
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate of 
MARIANNE ARMENTO, deceased.  
Letters of Office were issued on January 
27, 2022, to BILLI JO FREESMEYER, 
Executor, whose address is 406 N. Oak, 
New Berlin, IL 62670, and whose attorney 
is Robert A. Stuart, Jr. Brown, Hay & Ste-
phens, LLP, 205 S. 5th Street, Suite 1000, 
P.O. Box 2459, Springfield, IL 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 
Ninth Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with 
the representative, or both, on or before 
August 6, 2022, or three months from the 
date the representative mailed or delivered 
a Notice to Creditor, whichever is later.  Any 
claim not filed within that period is barred.
Dated this 7th day of February, 2022.
Billi Jo Freesmeyer, Independent Executor
Robert A. Stuart, Jr.
Registration No. 2761122
Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP
205 S. 5th Street, Ste. 1000 
P.O. Box 2459 
Springfield, IL  62705
(217) 544-8491

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the Matter of the Estate of    
MARIE M. SCHEIDT, Deceased.
IN PROBATE 
NO.  2022-PR-28
DEATH AND CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to claimants of the Estate of 
MARIE M. SCHEIDT, deceased.  
Letters of Office were issued on January 
20, 2022, to SUSAN M. HARTL, Executor, 
whose address is 1702 Tern Place, 
Springfield, IL 62711 and whose attorney 
is Robert A. Stuart, Jr. Brown, Hay & Ste-
phens, LLP, 205 S. 5th Street, Suite 1000, 
P.O. Box 2459, Springfield, IL 62705.
Claims against the estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. Ninth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62701, or with the 
representative, or both, on or before July 
30, 2022, or three months from the date 
the representative mailed or delivered a 
Notice to Creditor, whichever is later.  Any 
claim not filed within that period is barred.
Dated this 7th day of February, 2022.
Susan M Hartl, Independent Executor
Robert A. Stuart, Jr.
Registration No. 2761122
Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP
205 S. 5th Street, Ste. 1000 
P.O. Box 2459 
Springfield, IL  62705
(217) 544-8491

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE  
OF      
DENNIS R. SHACKELFORD, DECEASED.
NO. 2020-P-538 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
Notice is given of the death of DENNIS 
R. SHACKELFORD, of Rochester, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were issued on October 
15, 2020, to Judith A. Shackelford, 409 
W. Main St., Rochester, IL 62563, whose 
attorney is DelGiorno Law Office, LLC; 
2160 S. 6th Street, Suite E, Springfield, 
IL  62703.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at 
the Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S 
9th St., room 405, Springfield, IL 62701 
or with the representative, or both, within 
6 months from the 10th day of February, 
2022, being the date of first publication 
of this Notice and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-
file, you must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit https://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.
htmto learn more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk 
with your local circuit clerk’s office.
Dated this 28th day of January, 2022.
JUDITH A. SHACKELFORD, Executor of 
the Estate of DENNIS R. SHACKELFORD, 
Deceased
BY: DelGIORNO LAW OFFICE, LLC
By:   /s/ Anthony J. DelGiorno, Attorney
Attorneys for Estate (local counsel):
Anthony J. DelGiorno (IARDC 6277358)
DELGIORNO LAW OFFICE, LLC
2160 S. Sixth St., Ste. E
Springfield, IL  62703
Tel:    (217) 773-5337
Service: service@delgiornolawoffice.com

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE  
OF      
RAYMOND F. KOHLER, DECEASED. 
NO. 2022-PR-51
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS
NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES
Notice is given of the death of RAYMOND 
F. KOHLER, of Springfield, Illinois.  Letters 
of Office were issued on February 7, 2022 
to BOBBY PEREZ of 317 S. Wesley; Spring-
field IL 62703, whose attorney is DelGiorno 
Law Office, LLC; 2160 S. 6th Street, Suite 
E, Springfield, Illinois  62703.
Claims against the Estate may be filed 
in the Office of the Clerk of the Court at 
the Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 S 
9th St., room 405, Springfield, IL 62701 
or with the representative, or both, within 
6 months from the 17th day of February, 
2022, being the date of first publication 
of this Notice and any claim not filed 
within that period is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative and to 
the attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-
file, you must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit https://
efile.illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.
htmto learn more and to select a service 
provider. If you need additional help or 
have trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.asp or talk 
with your local circuit clerk’s office.
You also have the right under Section 8-1 
of the Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/8-1) and 

PUBLIC NOTICES



February 24-March 2, 2022  |  Illinois Times  |  25

pursuant to Section 6-11 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/6-11) to contest the validity of 
the Will by filing a petition with the Court 
within 6 months after admission of the Will 
to probate.
Dated this 17th day of February, 2022.
BOBBY PEREZ, Executor of the Estate of 
RAYMOND F. KOHLER, Deceased
BY: DelGIORNO LAW OFFICE, LLC
By:  /s/ Anthony J. DelGiorno, Attorney
Attorneys for Estate:
Anthony J. DelGiorno (IARDC 6277358)
DELGIORNO LAW OFFICE, LLC
2160 S. Sixth St., Ste. E
Springfield, IL  62703
Tel:    (217) 773-5337
E-Mail:  tony@delgiornolawoffice.com
Service: service@delgiornolawoffice.com

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - IN PROBATE
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: 
RALPH EDWARD COWMAN,   
Deceased.  
No. 2022-PR-55 
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION - CLAIMS - 
INDEPENDENT REPRESENTATIVE  
Notice is given of the death of Ralph 
Edward Cowman, of New Berlin, Illinois.  
Letters of office were issued on February 
8, 2022, to Suzanne Cowman, 305 Gibson, 
New Berlin, Illinois  62670, whose attorney 
is Bellatti, Fay, Bellatti & Beard, LLP, 816 
West State Street, Jacksonville, Illinois 
62650.
The Estate will be administered without 
court supervision, unless under Section 
28-4 (Ill. Comp. Stat., Chap. 755, Act 5, 
Sect. 28-4) of the Illinois Probate Act any 
interested person terminates independent 
administration at any time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to terminate to the 
Clerk of the Court.
Claims against the Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk of the Court at the 
Sangamon County Courthouse, 200 South 
9th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701 or 
with the representative, or both, on or 
before August 24, 2022, or, if mailing or 
delivery of a notice from the representative 
is required by Section 18-3 of the Illinois 
Probate Act, the date stated in the notice.  
Any claim not filed on or before that date 
is barred.  Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered to the 
representative and to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been filed.
Dated: February 16, 2022
Suzanne Cowman, Independent Executor 
By: Bellatti, Fay, Bellatti & Beard, LLP
Thomas L. Veith, of counsel

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Jesse William Cody
For change of name to
Jesse Kenneth Morgan
Case No.: 21-MR-1176
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
April 19, 2022 I will petition in said Court 
praying for the change of name from Jesse 
William Cody to Jesse Kenneth Morgan, 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: Feb. 10, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Joyce Cannon
For change of name to
Josette Marie Slaughter
Case No.: 22-MR-16
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
April 19, 2022 I will petition in said Court 

praying for the change of name from 
Joyce Cannon to Josette Marie Slaughter, 
pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: Feb. 10, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Aaliyah Kay Blissett
For change of name to
Vincent Kay Blissett
Case No.: 22-MR-21
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on 
April 19, 2022 I will petition in said Court 
praying for the change of name from 
Aaliyah Kay Blissett to Vincent Kay Blissett 
, pursuant to the statute in such case made 
and provided.
Dated: Feb. 10, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Michael Anthony Eugene Thomas Jr.
For change of name to
Michael Jah’vier Montgomery
Case No.: 22-MR-24
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on April 
19, 2022 I will petition in said Court pray-
ing for the change of name from Michael 
Anthony Eugene Thomas Jr. to Michael 
Jah’vier Montgomery, pursuant to the 
statute in such case made and provided.
Dated: Feb. 17, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Petition of
Jackson James Crammond
For change of name to
Jackson James Anderson
Case No.: 22-MR-45
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby given that on April 
19, 2022 I will petition in said Court pray-
ing for the change of name from Jackson 
James Crammond to Jackson James 
Anderson, pursuant to the statute in such 
case made and provided.
Dated: Feb. 17, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK, an  
Illinois banking corporation,  
Plaintiff,    
vs.               
TARA HOLLO, ERIN LANCASTER, 
MEGAN LANG, JESSE LANG,   
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF PENNY M. LANG, Deceased,  
THEODORE J. HARVATIN, SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR PENNY M. 
LANG, deceased, UNKNOWN OWNERS  
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,  
Defendants.    
No. 2021CH92
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursu-
ant to a judgment of foreclosure entered by 
the court on the Complaint for Foreclosure 
in the above-entitled cause, the property 
hereinafter described or so much thereof 
as shall be sufficient to satisfy said judg-
ment, will be sold to the highest bidder.
(A) The name, address and telephone num-
ber of the person to contact for information 
regarding the real estate is: United Com-
munity Bank, Attn: Loss Mitigation, 1311 
West Jefferson Street, Auburn, IL 62615; 
Telephone: (217) 438-5467
(B) The common address and other com-
mon description, if any, of the real estate is: 
 905 S. Henrietta Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62704

(C) The legal description of the real estate 
is:
The North 40 feet of the South 120 feet of 
Lots 1 and 2 of Block 3 of Mrs. Ulrich’s Ad-
dition to the City of Springfield. Excepting 
and reserving the West 20 feet.
(D) A description of the improvements on 
the real estate is: Single family residence.
(E) The real estate may be inspected 
prior to sale at the following times: Not 
applicable.
(F) The time and place of the sale are: 
March 15, 2022 at 9:00 AM in the County 
Board Chambers Room on the 2nd Floor of 
the Sangamon County Complex, 200 S. 9th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
(G) The terms of the sale are: Cash in hand 
on day of sale. Plaintiff may credit bid at 
the sale. The successful bidder will receive 
a Certificate of Purchase following the sale 
and a Sheriff’s Deed upon confirmation of 
the sale by the Circuit Court of Sangamon 
County, Illinois.
(H) Title will be conveyed subject to real 
estate taxes for 2021 and subsequent 
years and special assessments, if any; to 
building restrictions and restrictive cov-
enants of record; to easements of record or 
in place; to rights of way for roads, streets, 
and highways; to rights of tenants in pos-
session, if any. Sale is subject to approval 
of the Circuit Court of Sangamon County, 
Illinois. Any real estate transfer tax which 
may be due as a result of the sale shall be 
paid by the purchaser. 
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com
8051-920807

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
PLAINTIFF,
VS.
GARY D DECKER; KIMBERLY A DECKER; 
ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY,
DEFENDANTS.
19 CH 000127
1601 FAIRFIELD DRIVE SPRINGFIELD, IL 
62702
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO JUDG-
MENT OF FORECLOSURE
UNDER ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE ACT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the Court in the above en-
titled cause on February 26, 2020, Sheriff 
of Sangamon County will on 4/5/2022, in 
the boardroom of the Sangamon County 
Bldg., 200 S. 9th St., Springfield, IL 62701, 
at 9:00am, sell at public auction and sale 
to the highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described real estate 
mentioned in said Judgment, situated in 
the County of Sangamon, State of Illinois, 
or so much thereof as shall be sufficient to 
satisfy said Judgment:
THE LAND REFERRED TO HEREIN IS 
SITUATED IN THE STATE OF IL, COUNTY OF 
SANGAMON, CITY OF SPRINGFIELD AND 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
LOT SIXTY-EIGHT (68) IN FAIRVIEW PARK 
SECOND ADDITION.
EXCEPT THE COAL AND OTHER MINERALS 
UNDERLYING THE SURFACE OF SAID LAND 
AND ALL RIGHTS AND EASEMENTS IN 
FAVOR OF THE ESTATE OF SAID COAL AND 
MINERALS.
TAX NO. 14-23.0-301-009
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 1601 Fairfield 
Drive
Springfield, IL 62702
Description of Improvements: Gray vinyl 
siding, one story single family home, 
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detached one car garage
The Judgment amount was $73,953.27.
Sale Terms: This is an “AS IS” sale for 
“CASH”. The successful bidder must 
deposit 10% down by certified funds; bal-
ance, by certified funds, within 24 hours. 
NO REFUNDS.
The subject property is subject to general 
real estate taxes, special assessments 
or special taxes levied against said real 
estate, water bills, etc., and is offered for 
sale without any representation as to qual-
ity or quantity of title and without recourse 
to plaintiff. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the bid amount, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after confirmation 
of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all 
information.
The successful purchaser has the sole 
responsibility/expense of evicting any 
tenants or other individuals presently in 
possession of the subject premises.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
For Information: Visit our website at http://
ilforeclosuresales.mrpllc.com.
Between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. only - McCalla 
Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC, Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys, 1 N. Dearborn St., Suite 1200, 
Chicago, IL 60602. Tel. No. (312) 346-
9088. Please refer to file# 20-04550IL
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION WILL BE 
USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Plaintiff’s attorney is not required to 
provide additional information other than 
that set forth in this notice of sale.
I3187048

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 7TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY - SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
QUICKEN LOANS INC., 
PLAINTIFF
vs.
EARNEST R. GRAY; LASHONNA L. GRAY;
DEFENDANTS
NO. 2019CH000400
Judge Ryan Cadigan
Address: 3030 South 3rd Street Spring-
field, IL 62703
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 
November 17, 2021, I, Sheriff of Sangamon 
County, Illinois, will on March 15, 2022 
at the hour of 9:00 AM at the Sangamon 
County Building, 200 S. Ninth St., Spring-
field, IL 62701, or in a place otherwise 
designated at the time of sale, County of 
Sangamon, State of Illinois, sell at public 
auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
LOT 5 OF APPLE ORCHARD SUBDIVISION 
OF LOTS 15 AND 16 OF THE COUNTY 
CLERK’S SUBDIVISION OF PARTS OF 
SECTIONS 9, 10, 15 AND 16 IN TOWNSHIP 
15 NORTH, RANGE 5, WEST OF THE THIRD 
PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN.

EXCEPT ANY INTEREST IN THE COAL, OIL, 
GAS, AND OTHER MINERALS UNDERLYING 
THE LAND WHICH HAVE BEEN HERETO-
FORE CONVEYED OR RESERVED IN PRIOR 
CONVEYANCES, AND ALL RIGHTS AND 
EASEMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE ESTATE OF 
SAID COAL, OIL, GAS AND OTHER MINER-
ALS, IF ANY. SITUATED IN SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
COMMON ADDRESS: 3030 South 3rd 
Street, Springfield, IL 62703
P.I.N.: 22-09.0-477-006
The real estate is improved with a single-
family residence.
THE JUDGMENT AMOUNT WAS: 
$108,188.46
Sale terms: 25% down by certified funds; 
the balance, by certified funds, is due 
within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject 
property is subject to real estate taxes, 
special assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is 
offered for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to Plaintiff and in “as is” 
condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of 
Sale, which will entitle the purchaser to a 
Deed to the real estate after Confirma-
tion of the sale. The property will NOT be 
open for inspection and Plaintiff makes no 
representations as to the condition of the 
property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the Court file to verify all 
information.
Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/15-1512, the 
amounts of any surplus bid will be held 
by the sheriff until a party obtains a Court 
Order for its distribution, or for 60 days 
following the date of the entry of the order 
confirming sale, at which time, in the ab-
sence of an order directing payment of the 
surplus, it may be automatically forfeited to 
the State without further notice.
If this property is a condominium unit, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale, other than a mortgagee shall pay the 
assessments and the legal fees required 
by The Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN 
IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
For information: Examine the court file 
or contact Plaintiff’s attorney: Johnson, 
Blumberg & Associates, LLC, 230 W. 
Monroe St., Chicago, IL 60606, telephone 
312-541-9710. Please refer to file number 
IL 19 7676.
Sheriff of Sangamon County, Illinois
Johnson, Blumberg, & Associates, LLC
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite 1125
Chicago, Illinois 60606
Email: ilpleadings@johnsonblumberg.com
Ph. 312-541-9710 / Fax 312-541-9711
JB&A # IL 19 7676
I3186583

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,
VS.
No. 2019-CH-000085 
LORA L. SUTER; et. al., 
Defendant. 
NOTICE 
TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF 
LORA L. SUTER, Deceased 
Notice is given of the death of Lora L. 
Suter. The Court has appointed Dan E. Way 
as Special Representative for Lora L. Suter, 
deceased, in the above-entitled cause 
seeking a Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale on property located at 45 Lakewind 
Dr., Springfield, Illinois 62703. 

The address of the Special Representative 
is: Way Law Offices, LLC, 1100 S. Fifth 
Street, Springfield, IL 62703. You may di-
rect any questions you have to him, or you 
may retain counsel of your own choosing, 
or represent yourself, or do nothing. 
E-filing is now mandatory for documents 
in civil cases with limited exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first create an account 
with an e-filing service provider. Visit e-file.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to 
learn more and to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit www.illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp. 
/s/ Dan E. Way 
Special Representative for Lora L. Suter, 
deceased. 
WAY LAW OFFICES, LLC 
1100 S. Fifth Street 
Springfield, IL 62703 
Tel. 217-525-7003 
Fax. 217-525-7012 
dan@danwaylaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, SANGAMON COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE LLC ., 
Plaintiff, v. MATTHEW DUFFY, AKA MAT-
THEW A. DUFFY; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, Defendants, 
Case No. 2022FC000012
The requisite affidavit for publication 
having been filed, notice is hereby given 
you, Matthew Duffy, AKA Matthew A. Duffy, 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claim-
ants, that the said suit has been com-
menced in the Circuit Court of the Seventh 
Judicial Circuit, Sangamon County, Illinois 
by the said plaintiff against you and other 
defendants, praying for the foreclosure of a 
certain Mortgage conveying the premises 
described as follows, to-wit:
Lot Fifty-nine (59) and Lot Sixty (60) in 
Spaulding’s Second Illinois Watch Factory 
Addition.
Subject to coal, mineral and mining rights 
heretofore conveyed or reserved of record.
1833 East Keys Avenue, Springfield, IL 
62702
14-23.0-332-030
Now, therefore, unless you, Matthew Duffy, 
AKA Matthew A. Duffy, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants, and the said 
above named defendants, file your answer 
to the complaint in said suit or otherwise 
make your appearance therein, in the 
office of the Clerk of the Seventh Judicial 
Circuit, Sangamon County, Illinois, on or 
before April 9, 2022, default may be en-
tered against you at any time after that day 
and a Judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer of said Complaint.
E-filing is now mandatory for documents in 
civil cases with limited exemptions. To e-
file, you must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider. Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/service-providers.htm to 
learn more and to select a service provider. 
If you need additional help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/
faq/gethelp.asp or contact the Clerk of 
this Court.
Zachariah L. Manchester (6303885)
MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
One East Wacker, Suite 1250, Chicago, 
IL 60601
Phone: 312-651-6700; Fax:  614-220-
5613  
Email: sef-zlmanchester@manleydeas.com
One of Plaintiff’s Attorneys
8051-921007

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF SANGAMON
ATHENS STATE BANK,         
n/k/a ALLIANCE COMMUNITY BANK,       
a state banking corporation,         Plaintiff,                 
vs.             
JASON M. EVERS, a/k/a JASON EVERS,      

UNKNOWN OWNERS, and               
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,        
Defendants.  
CASE NO. 19-CH-346      
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
Public Notice is hereby given pursuant to 
a Judgment entered in the above entitled 
cause on the 29th day of October, 2021.
Sheriff JACK CAMPBELL, of SANGAMON 
County, will on the 15th day of March, 
2022, at the hour of 9:00 o’clock A.M. at 
the Sangamon County Courthouse, County 
Board Chambers Room, Sangamon County 
Building, 200 S. 9th Street, Springfield, 
Illinois 62701, sell to the highest bidder for 
cash, the following described premises:
Legal Description
The North Half of the North 31.25 acres of 
the West Half of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 35, Township 
15 North, Range 4
West of the Third Principal Meridian.
Situated in Sangamon County, Illinois.
Common Address of Property: 6551 White 
Tree Trail, Rochester, IL 62563
Tax Parcel No.  23-35.0-300-007
The improvements on the property consist 
of a single family residence.
Sale Terms: 10% down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, certified funds.  
No refunds.  The sale shall be subject to 
general taxes and to special assessments.
The property WILL NOT be open for 
inspection.
Upon the sale being made, the purchaser 
shall receive a Certificate of Sale which 
will entitle the purchaser to a deed on 
a specified date unless the property is 
redeemed according to law.
For information, contact the Plaintiff’s At-
torney, Charles K. Smith, 113 East Douglas,  
Petersburg, Illinois 62675, (217) 632-7750, 
or Josh Gronewold, Alliance Community 
Bank, 321 N. 6th Street, Petersburg, Illinois 
62675, (217) 632-3241 from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., however under the Illinois law, 
Attorney and Bank are NOT required to 
provide additional information other than 
that set forth in this notice.

Capitol Storage LLC 
818 S Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, IL 62703
217-522-0300
Peoria Rd:
#2 Ciera Pitts
#4Beth Sanders
Winchester:
#35  Jennifer Cunningham
#8   Penny Leverich
#1   Greg Leonhardt
#41  Christina Sitton
Great Northern Drive :
#533  Stephanie Weiss Kawaski
#337  Leeanne Lanzotti
#213 Tarresha Kholian
#327 Christopher Wyler
#509 Ryan Hinds
818 S Dirksen Parkway :
#164 Charles Garlits
#196 Tracey Cisero
#179  Jasmine Bland
#80   Troy Wise
#184  Angela Hudson
#144  Mary Cailler
909Taintor Rd:
#HH30  Sally Burns
#H11    Bette Jack
#I7     Joseph Reeff
#HH24 & Van Parking Gregory Richard
To pay past due rent and fees call 1-217-
522-0300. Private sale will be March 12, 
2022 at 9AM.

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT SPRINGFIELD, SANGAMON 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE MATTER OF
Chance Allan Robert Drew, Minor Child
No. 2011-P-239
To: All Persons Having A Right To Notice:
Please be notified that Jamie Bellucci and 
Jodie Bellucci have filed a Petition for the 

Guardianship of the Estate and Person 
of Chance Allan Robert Drew, a minor child.
You are required to answer said Petition 
before March 14, 2022 or be defaulted by 
the Court thereafter.
Dated: February 10, 2022

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
JUSTIN D. MITTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.  22-MR-47
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO, Justin D. Mitts, 
Unknown Owners and Non-record Claim-
ants, that a complaint has been filed in the 
above named court on February 10, 2022 
for demolition of the structure located on 
the real estate commonly known as 823 
E. Scarritt Street, Springfield, Illinois, and 
legally described as:
The West 50 feet of the East 100 feet and 
10 inches of Lots 9, 10 and 11 in Block 4 
of Elijah Iles’ Third Addition.  Situated in 
Sangamon County, Illinois.
(Permanent Parcel No. 14-34.0-340-012); 
and for other relief.
UNLESS Justin D. Mitts, Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants FILE an answer 
or otherwise file an appearance in this 
case in the office of the clerk of this court, 
Room 405 Sangamon County Building, 200 
South Ninth Street, Springfield, IL  62701, 
on or before March 21, 2022, A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED 
AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY FOR THE 
RELIEF REQUESTED IN THE COMPLAINT.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of Court
James K. Zerkle
Corporation Counsel
Kateah McMasters ARDC #6309668
Assistant Corporation Counsel
Attorneys for Plaintiff
800 E. Monroe, Room 327
Springfield, IL 62701-1653
(217) 789-2375
kateah.mcmasters@springfield.il.us

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
KALABUS PROPERTIES, LLC, FIRST 
BANKERS TRUST COMPANY, N.A., LINK 
MEDIA SERVICES, LLC DBA LINK MEDIA 
OUTDOOR, UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.  22-MR-57
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO, Kalabus Properties, 
LLC, First Bankers Trust Company, N.A., 
Link Media Services, LLC d/b/a Link 
Media Outdoor, Unknown Owners and 
Non-Record Claimants, that a complaint 
has been filed in the above named court 
on February 17, 2022 for demolition of 
the structure located on the real estate 
commonly known as 1808 W. Jefferson 
Street, Springfield, Illinois, and legally 
described as:
Part of Lot 46 of COUNTY CLERK’S SUBDI-
VISION of part of Section 29, Township 16 
North, Range 5 West of the Third Principal 
Meridian, bounded as follows: Beginning at 
the Northwest comer of said Lot 46, thence 
East 190 feet along the North line of said 
Lot 46 to a stake, thence South 220 feet 
parallel with the West line of said Lot 46 to 
a stake, thence West 190 feet parallel with 
the North line of said Lot 46 to a stake on 

the West line of said Lot 46; thence North 
220 feet along the West line of said Lot 
46 to the point of beginning; ALSO, part of 
Lot 36 of said County Clerk’s Subdivision 
bounded as follows: Beginning at the 
Southwest comer of said Lot 36, thence 
East 190 feet along the South line of said 
Lot 36 to a stake, thence North to the 
center of the Beardstown Road, thence in 
a Northwesterly direction along the center 
of said Beardstown Road to a point in the 
West line of said Lot 36 which is directly 
North of the point of beginning, thence 
South 112.47 feet along the West line of 
said Lot 36 to the point of beginning; the 
above described property contains 1 acre; 
EXCEPTING THEREFROM that portion of 
the above property conveyed by Document 
006744 recorded December 11, 1985, 
described as follows: Part of Lots 37, 38, 
39 and 45 of COUNTY CLERK’S SUBDIVI-
SION of part of Section 29, Township 16 
North, Range 5 West of the Third Principal 
Meridian in Sangamon County, Illinois, 
more particularly described as follows: 
Commencing at the Northwest corner of 
the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of the aforesaid Section 29; thence 
South 89 degrees 53 minutes 46 seconds 
East along the Quarter Section line 261.87 
feet to the true point of beginning; thence 
South 01 degrees 09 minutes 30 seconds 
West 100.77 feet to a set iron pin; thence 
South 88 degrees 50 minutes 30 seconds 
East 154.50 feet to a set iron pin; thence 
North 1 degrees 09 minutes 30 seconds 
East 243.98 feet to an iron pin set on the 
South right of way line of Jefferson Street; 
thence North 68 degrees 12 minutes 00 
seconds West along said South right of 
way line 137.32 feet to a found iron pin; 
thence South 1 degrees 09 minutes 30 
seconds West 52.13 feet to a found iron 
pin; thence North 88 degrees 50 minutes 
30 seconds West 26.00 feet to a set iron 
pin; thence South 1 degrees 09 minutes 
30 seconds West 139.48 feet to the tme 
point ofbeginning. All situated in the County 
of Sangamon, State of Illinois.
(Permanent Parcel No. 14-29.0-326-029); 
and for other relief.
UNLESS Kalabus Properties, LLC, First 
Bankers Trust Company, N.A., Link Media 
Services, LLC d/b/a Link Media Outdoor, 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claim-
ants FILE an answer or otherwise file an 
appearance in this case in the office of the 
clerk of this court, Room 405 Sangamon 
County Building, 200 South Ninth Street, 
Springfield, IL  62701, on or before March 
28, 2022, A JUDGMENT OR DECREE 
BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AT ANY 
TIME AFTER THAT DAY FOR THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED IN THE COMPLAINT.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of Court
James K. Zerkle
Corporation Counsel
Kateah McMasters ARDC #6309668
Assistant Corporation Counsel
Attorneys for Plaintiff
800 E. Monroe, Room 327
Springfield, IL 62701-1653
(217) 789-2375
kateah.mcmasters@springfield.il.us

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
SANGAMON COUNTY, SPRINGFIELD, 
ILLINOIS
THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS,
a Municipal Corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
REBECCA R. SCHUMACHER AS ADMINIS-
TRATOR OF THE ESTATE AND HEIR AT LAW 
OF MELVIN K. SCHUMACHER, JAZMINE 
LEWIS AS HEIR AT LAW OF MELVIN K. 
SCHUMACHER, MARTINA TEASLEY AS HEIR 
AT LAW OF MELVIN K. SCHUMACHER, DE-
JUAN ADAMS AS HEIR AT LAW OF MELVIN 
K. SCHUMACHER, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND 
LEGATEES OF MELVIN K. SCHUMACHER, 
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A perfect ten                           Edited by J. Reynolds - No. 728 Puzzle answers 
from this week 
will appear here 

next week

Crossword answers from #725

Sudoku answers from #725

JoshJosh answers from #725

JoshJosh  by J. Reynolds - No. 728
Fill the grid with digits so as not to repeat a digit in any row or column, 
and so that the digits within each heavily outlined box will produce the 
target number shown, by using addition, subtraction, multiplication or 
division, as indicated in the box. A 6x6 grid will use 1-6.

Difficulty hard

Sudoku  No. 728
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

Difficulty hard

SANGAMON COUNTY AS TRUSTEE FOR 
TAXING DISTRICTS, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
and NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants.
No.  22-MR-58
NOTICE OF PENDENCY OF ACTION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO, Rebecca R. Schum-
acher as Administrator of the Estate and 
Heir at Law of Melvin K. Schumacher, 
Jazmine Lewis as Heir at Law of Melvin 
K. Schumacher, Martina Teasley as Heir 
at Law of Melvin K. Schumacher, DeJuan 
Adams as Heir at Law of Melvin K. 
Schumacher, Unknown Heirs and Legatees 
of Melvin K. Schumacher, Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants, that 
a complaint has been filed in the above 
named court on February 17, 2022 for 
demolition of the structures located on 
the real estate commonly known as 1824 
Brian Lane, Springfield, Illinois, and legally 
described as:
Lot 55 in SUTTILL’S SUBDIVISION.  Situated 
in Sangamon County, Illinois.
(Permanent Parcel No. 22-02.0-180-005); 
and for other relief.
UNLESS Rebecca R. Schumacher as 
Administrator of the Estate and Heir at Law 
of Melvin K. Schumacher, Jazmine Lewis 
as Heir at Law of Melvin K. Schumacher, 
Martina Teasley as Heir at Law of Melvin K. 
Schumacher, DeJuan Adams as Heir at Law 
of Melvin K. Schumacher, Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of Melvin K. Schumacher, 
Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claim-
ants FILE an answer or otherwise file an 
appearance in this case in the office of the 
clerk of this court, Room 405 Sangamon 
County Building, 200 South Ninth Street, 
Springfield, IL  62701, on or before March 
28, 2022, A JUDGMENT OR DECREE 
BY DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED AT ANY 
TIME AFTER THAT DAY FOR THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED IN THE COMPLAINT.
/s/ Paul Palazzolo   
Clerk of Court
James K. Zerkle
Corporation Counsel
Kateah McMasters ARDC #6309668
Assistant Corporation Counsel
Attorneys for Plaintiff
800 E. Monroe, Room 327
Springfield, IL 62701-1653
(217) 789-2375
kateah.mcmasters@springfield.il.us

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Amanda Broyles, Petitioner
vs.
Courtney Knapp Respondent
Case No: 2021-OP-2352
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Courtney Knapp this cause has been com-
menced against you in this Court asking for 
an Order of Protection. Unless you file your 
Answer or otherwise file your Appearance 
in this cause in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 
405, Springfield, Illinois, on or before March 
24, 2022, a judgment or decree by default 
may be taken against you for the relief 
asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: Feb. 17, 2022

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY 
Valerie K. Roberts, Petitioner
vs.
Mike M. Justice Respondent
Case No: 2021-OP-2321
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Mike M. Justice this cause has been com-
menced against you in this Court asking for 
an Order of Protection. Unless you file your 

Answer or otherwise file your Appearance 
in this cause in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk of Sangamon County, Sangamon 
County Complex, 200 S. Ninth St., Room 
405, Springfield, Illinois, on or before March 
17, 2022, a judgment or decree by default 
may be taken against you for the relief 
asked in the complaint.
Paul Palazzolo
Clerk of the Court
Date: Feb. 17, 2022

N THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SEVENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
SANGAMON COUNTY, ILLINOIS
UNITED COMMUNITY BANK, an
Illinois banking corporation,                                   
Plaintiff,                                                        
vs.                                                                                               
DANIEL KAISER, UNKNOWN HEIRS          
AND LEGATEES OF HOMER C.                   
KAISER, JR., deceased, AMY LYNN           
KAISER, THEODORE J. HARVATIN,            
Special Representative of Homer C. Kaiser,         
Jr., deceased, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,                        
Defendants.     
No.        2020CH000044
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursu-
ant to a judgment of foreclosure entered by 
the court on the Complaint for Foreclosure 
in the above-entitled cause, the property 
hereinafter described or so much thereof 
as shall be sufficient to satisfy said judg-
ment, will be sold to the highest bidder.
(A)         The name, address and telephone 
number of the person to contact for infor-
mation regarding the real estate is: United 
Community Bank, Attn: Loss Mitigation, 
1311 West Jefferson Street, Auburn, IL  
62615; Telephone: (217) 438-5467
(B)         The common address and other 
common description, if any, of the real 
estate is:
1107 N. 5th Street, Pawnee, Illinois 62558
(C)         The legal description of the real 
estate is:
Lot Twenty-Five (25) and the North 30 feet 
of Lot Twenty-Four (24) in Lewis Paper 
Subdivision being a part of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 
7, Township 13 North Range 4 West of the 
Third Principal Meridian.
(D)         A description of the improve-
ments on the real estate is: Single family 
residence.
(E)         The real estate may be inspected 
prior to sale at the following times: Not 
applicable.
(F)          The time and place of the sale 
are: At 9:00 AM on March 22, 2022 in the 
County Board Chambers Room on the 2nd 
floor of the County Building, 200 S. 9th 
Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701
(G)         The terms of the sale are: Cash 
in hand on day of sale. Plaintiff may credit 
bid at the sale. The successful bidder will 
receive a Certificate of Purchase follow-
ing the sale and a Sheriff’s Deed upon 
confirmation of the sale by the Circuit Court 
of Sangamon County, Illinois.
(H)         Title will be conveyed subject to 
real estate taxes for 2019 and subsequent 
years and special assessments, if any; to 
building restrictions and restrictive cov-
enants of record; to easements of record or 
in place; to rights of way for roads, streets, 
and highways; to rights of tenants in pos-
session, if any. Sale is subject to approval 
of the Circuit Court of Sangamon County, 
Illinois. Any real estate transfer tax which 
may be due as a result of the sale shall be 
paid by the purchaser.
BROWN, HAY & STEPHENS, LLP
Emmet A. Fairfield
Registration No. 6180505
205 S. 5th Street – Suite 1000
P.O. Box 2459
Springfield, IL  62705
(217) 544-8491
efairfield@bhslaw.com
8051-921214
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